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Editorial 
Well it’s officially autumn but this is 

the summer mag. As usual I’m a bit 

behind the eight ball. This was to be 

Lyres’ and my last magazine but when 

putting it together there was too 

much content so we are making two 

magazines and the autumn one will 

be out soon. We have a new team 

ready to go for when we step down

(wahoo!) but more of that in the next 

mag, which will be the last for Lyres 

and me. 

I was lucky enough to have had a big 

birthday over the holiday season. The 

whole family took off to Rarotonga for 

a week of sun, sand, surf and 

snorkling. My daughter gave me this 

mug….. spot the error! 

I got home in 

time for 

three 

January 

tournaments. 

I loved the 

vibe of the 

inaugural 

Women’s 

Tournament, 

Nick Ascroft 

ran another great Wellington 

tournament, and then it was back to 

Auckland to get stuck into organising 

the I-Can-niversary one. Things were 

made a bit busier by the inclusion of 

the newbies’ section but I wouldn’t 

have had it any other way. Lawson did 

an amazing job of keeping that 

division under control and his niece 

and nephew did an amazing job as 

newbies too. They did the scoring and 

helped in the kitchen. We’ll have you 

back Olivia and Andre. 

It’s great to be able to depend on and 

use a team who are experts in running 

tournaments. Thanks Liz and team 

Mt. Albert. 

I urge you to read our President’s 

Report in this issue and think about 

what you or your club can do on 

International Scrabble Day - April 13. 

Thanks Cathy for all the good ideas. 

The new word that I’ve learnt and I’m 

dying to play is OANSHAGH. Not high 

prob, I know, but it took my fancy. Just 

don’t call me one! (A foolish woman or 

girl). 

So grab a cuppa and sit down to enjoy 

another great read. If you’ve sent 

content to me and it’s not in this mag, 

rest assured it will be in the next. 

Happy Scrabbling!  

Andre and Olivia, I-Can-niversary helpers  

Val Mills 

Val’s new Scrabble 

mug...spot the error! 
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Words from the President 
by Cathy Casey, Whangarei 

Let’s All Celebrate Scrabble 

Day 2026 on 13th April! 

It is Scrabble Day on 13 April and we 

are hoping to get lots of clubs and 

players participating in promoting our 

wonderful brain sport. It is a great 

opportunity to let people know about 

Scrabble and about your club.  

If your club hasn’t participated yet, in 

this column, I would like to put forward 

some good ideas that you might like 

to try. Some have been tried and 

tested and others are a bit more 

adventurous. 

But first let me start with a little tribute 

to the genius who invented the game, 

Alfred Mosher Butts, whose birthday 

we celebrate on Scrabble Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The man who started it all 

Butts was born in New York City on 

April 13, 1899. He trained as an 

architect, but during the Great 

Depression in the late 1920s, Butts 

lost his job.  

He decided to make ends meet by 

creating a game. Popular at that time 

were crosswords and anagrams. In 

1931, he combined elements of both 

to create Lexico, a game of skill and 

chance, which later became Scrabble.  

To decide on the number of letters he 

would include in the game, Butts 

studied the front page of The New 

York Times. He calculated the 

frequency with which each letter of 

the alphabet was used. He decided to 

limit the number of "S" tiles to four to 

make pluralising words a bit more 

difficult. 

Despite a name change to Criss 

Cross Words, Butts could not get the 

various game makers interested 

enough to invest in his game. They 

rejected it numerous times. In 1948, 

Butts sold the rights of his game 

to James Brunot – an entrepreneur 

and game lover. Brunot made slight 

adjustments to the design, re-named 

it Scrabble and successfully marketed 

it. The rest, as they say, is history.  

Scrabble is one of the most popular 

word games of all time. It is estimated 

that over 165 million Scrabble sets 

have been sold in over 120 countries 

and that there are approximately 4000 

Scrabble clubs (social and 

competitive) worldwide. 

Alfred Mosher Butts 
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Butts was a resident of Jackson 

Heights in New York. To memorialize 

his importance to the invention of 

Scrabble, a street sign at 35th Avenue 

and 81st Street in Jackson Heights is 

stylised using letters with their values 

in Scrabble. 

What works - How NZ Scrabble 

clubs have celebrated Scrabble 

Day 

This is the third year that Scrabble NZ 

has celebrated Scrabble Day. If your 

club has not participated in the past, 

here are some things that your club 

could do to celebrate Scrabble and 

encourage players to join the club. 

Approach your local library and see if 

they will let you have a couple of 

demonstration games in the lobby on 

the weekend before Scrabble Day (it 

is a Monday this year). Have spare 

members giving out leaflets to 

passers-by outlining the time the club 

meets and the cost. People can be 

invited to play (with help if they are 

new).  

This worked well in for the Whangarei 

Scrabble Club who set up two 

demonstration tables in partnership 

with Whangarei Central Library. 

Murray Rogers had a variant on the 

partnership theme. To celebrate 

Scrabble Day, he coached some local 

primary students at the Takaka 

Memorial Library in Golden Bay. 

A pop-up event could also be done in 

partnership with a local book shop. 

This worked well in Auckland with Mt. 

Albert Scrabble Club partnering with 

Lamplight Books in Parnell to have 

four demonstration tables. 

Hamilton’s Kiwi Scrabble Club had 

another variant again, setting up two 

demonstration tables in the Centre 

Place Mall in Hamilton. 

Murray Rogers coaching local primary 

school students in Golden Bay 

Whangarei Scrabble Club at Whangarei 

Central Library on Scrabble Day 2025 

35th Avenue, Jackson Heights NY, 

including Scrabble values  
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The Scrabble Photo competition is 

running again this year with cash 

prizes and the chance to have your 

picture on the cover of Forwords. It 

starts on Scrabble Day (13 April) and 

will run for one month). See Suzanne 

Liddell’s article in this issue (page 11). 

Please start snapping with your 

camera or cellphone and distribute 

our fantastic posters to schools, 

community centres and photography 

groups. 

If you are feeling a little more 

adventurous, here’s a few more ideas 

that you could try out: 

1. Beat our Club Champion!    

Invite people along to a special 

session (in the library, community 

centre, local mall or local 

bookshop) where your current club 

champion will take on all comers 

(who will be able to use books and 

word lists and maybe even get a 

50 point start). 

2. Run a Scrabble Workshop: 

Advertise and run a workshop 

“How to Add 50 points to Your 

Scrabble Score” (in the library, 

community centre, local mall or 

local bookshop). 

3. Screen the Scrabble 

Documentary: Arrange a 

screening of Every Word Counts 

(2023) directed by Alexander 

Gandar and have a discussion 

about Scrabble. 

4. Host a beginners session:     

Host a beginners session at your 

club and have experienced players 

on hand to help newbies to enjoy 

club Scrabble  

5. Advertise your club:       

Get a creative member in your 

club to design an eye catching 

card or poster inviting people 

along to and put them up in every 

supermarket, mall and public 

noticeboard.  

Happy Scrabble Day everyone! 

Mt. Albert Club partnered with Lamplight 

Books for Scrabble Day in 2025 



Page 7 
 

Forwords Summer 2025-26 

Patrick Carter has been part of the New Zealand Scrabble scene for 

sometime now. He graciously agreed to write something for me, for this 

edition, at very short notice. Patrick is a valued member of the Mt. Albert 

scrabble club. I look forward to his weekly blog - always a challenge! He is 

generous with his knowledge of the game and I have learnt a lot from him. He is 

a regular contributor to this magazine. Thank you Patrick. 

Word Famous in New 
Zealand 

To start in the 

beginning I was born in 

England. My mother 

moved to New Zealand 

when I was nine years 

old. The first game I 

was interested in was 

chess because my 

stepfather played at a 

chess club and he took 

part in national 

tournaments at a B 

Grade level. However 

the game that really interested me 

was bridge. It is possible that there is 

a gene for liking card games because 

there were no cards played in the 

house when I was growing up, but I 

later discovered that my grandmother 

had a room full of whist trophies. 

Whist was the forerunner of bridge. 

My mother was forced to make up the 

numbers for my grandmother so she 

hated cards. Liking cards skipped a 

generation because I read all the 

bridge books in the Hamilton public 

library long before I was able to go to 

a bridge club. My grandmother died 

when I was one, so I can only assume 

it was a genetic 

predisposition. Is there 

something genetic for 

Scrabble as well? 

Scrabble was played 

occasionally at home, but 

as both my mother and 

stepfather were language 

teachers. French and 

German words were 

allowed as well. 

I didn’t try competitive 

Scrabble until my late twenties when I 

had already been playing bridge 

seriously for 10 years. In my 

overconfident style my first attempt 

was just simply to try entering a 

tournament without ever have joined, 

or played at, a Scrabble club. The 

local paper had mentioned an 

upcoming tournament and I just tried 

to enter, but as they knew nothing 

about me they wouldn’t take my entry. 

I joined the Hamilton club, but as I 

moved to Auckland a few months later 

the first tournament I played was as a 

member of the Mt. Albert Club. I have 

been a member of Mt. Albert for 

Patrick Carter 
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nearly 40 years and now write a blog 

that goes out once a week. It is great 

to see the numbers of new and young 

players that are coming through. 

My Scrabble results are not as good 

as bridge, because although I have 

won some tournaments and have 

represented New Zealand I have 

never won a major NZ Championship. 

My best results are as a team in 

beating Australia in some Trans 

Tasman events. Unfortunately they 

have beaten us more often. I have the 

consistency prize for Trans-Tasmans 

because I am the only Kiwi to have 

played every one since they first 

started in 1996. We certainly have 

better players than myself, but I am 

the only one to have made myself 

available for every test. 

That was probably very dull reading, 

so I will try to be more interesting with 

a few random scrabble stories. 

 

In my first tournament I was put 

into the B grade and how 

competitive I was might best be 

represented by the following game. 

I was struggling to keep up with my 

opponent and was desperate 

enough to play a word I knew was 

not allowed — HANGI. It is a legal 

word now, but not back then. It 

hadn’t made it into Chambers 

dictionary despite it being a 

common NZ word. My opponent let 

that go and then played a word 

ending in S to make HANGIS which 

I challenged off. That was my first 

tournament and I remember that 

game because I won it by one point! 

One point was the margin again, but 

to my detriment. Andrew Bradley won 

the Mt. Albert tournament. We both 

had the same number of wins after 14 

games. I have forgotten how many 

wins it was, but Andrew’s spread was 

one solitary point better than my own. 

Has anybody else lost a tournament 

by one point of spread? 

When you play overseas it can be 

interesting playing people for whom 

English is not their first language. In 

Kuala Lumpur against an Asian 

opponent, my rack was a blank plus 

AEIINT. The word ROT was on the 

board and I played *FAINITE above it 

making TROT. It was a free challenge 

tournament and he challenged both 

words. The challenge slip came back 

with a cross. I had been swotting eight 

letter words and did not realise that it 

is only FAINITES — it is not good 

without the S. But he left the spot 

Patrick Carter with Andrew Bradley and 

Alastair Richards at Mt. Albert tournament, 

May 2025 
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open, so on the next turn I played 

BAINITE. Once again he challenged 

both words. That came back with 

another cross, but when I looked 

again at the challenge slip he had 

written *PAINITE and TROT. 

Fortunately, when I called the 

tournament director I was able to 

show I had written down that the blank 

was a B and he ruled that the 

challenge slip would be filled out 

again. In fact the tournament director 

wrote it himself and just put down 

BAINITE. My opponent was still in 

there insisting that the word TROT 

had to be included as well! 

Unfortunately this story doesn’t have a 

happy ending, because although 

BAINITE came back with a tick, I still 

lost the game to someone who didn’t 

know TROT. A very good player, he 

just hadn’t seen that word before and 

English wasn’t his first language. 

Two years ago I represented NZ at 

bridge in Buenos Aires. After the first 

few days of wearing the team uniform 

I wore one of my scrabble shirts. The 

next day one of the tournament 

officials sought me out to say “I saw 

your shirt yesterday and you played 

my husband at the World 

Championships in 2003.” Her 

husband was Dave Wiegand, a many 

time US national champion. An 

amazing coincidence!  

One of my favourite plays involves the 

letters STONERS. A very simple 

bingo, but there was nowhere to fit it 

on the board until I noticed the word 

MINE and extended it to 

MINESTRONES. 

That is not the longest play that has 

been in one of my games though. In 

the Howick tournament one year I 

came to the final game against Jeff 

Grant having lost all six games up to 

that point. I didn’t want to lose every 

game, but Jeff is a very hard man to 

beat. I was able to get ahead at least 

partly due to playing OLOGIES down 

the side of the board. I could have 

chosen GOOLIES (maybe even 

LOOGIES, which is good now, but I 

am not sure it was back then). Since I 

was ahead I did my best to shut the 

board down, particularly as both 

blanks were unseen. In fact Jeff had 

both blanks but the board was tight 

enough that he couldn’t play a bingo. 

Unfortunately, although I was ahead 

and he couldn’t play a bingo, I was not 

quite far enough ahead to withstand 

him using six tiles to play 

CRIMINOLOGIES from the top triple 

word square to hand me my seventh 

loss for the day. Scrabble can be a 

cruel game! 

  
MINESTRONES — Patrick’s long word 
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Only on a Scrabble Board 
High scoring Jason vs. 
Lyres game 
By Jason Simpson, 

Whangarei 

Lyres and I had a fantastic 

game in the January I-Can-

niversary tournament. Six 

bonus words in total were 

played. We each played 

three, including Lyres' 

HETAERAE (a 99 point 

double-double) and my 

SLANGIER (a 122 point triple

-triple). High scores with the 

power tiles included my 

opener of ZARIS (48 points) 

and Lyres' JIVED (60 points). 

I was happy to find 

MIDWATER after recently 

studying WATER prefixes and 

suffixes. I was too low on time to work 

out the optimal endgame with my last 

three letters LPS. Instead of going out 

with LISPS, I should have slow played 

with POX, followed by OWLS or 

SOWL. This would have afforded me 

a narrow win, and given Lyres a 

record losing score over 520. Instead 

the final result was that Lyres won 517 

to 509. A most exciting and enjoyable 

game!  

Lyres responds: 

It’s interesting about the highest 

losing score. I didn't realise we were 

so close to breaking the record. The 

current highest losing score is only 

514 according to the records, so 

one of us would have achieved it if 

we had played the endgame out 

more slowly.  

However, I had already figured that I 

wouldn’t lose if Jason played out 

slowly because I would get 14 

points on my next move for playing 

my V, and Jason would get a lower 

add-on for going out as a result.  

Alastair pointed out that what I should 

have done is to play AXE above 

BUTT (making ABID etc.) instead of 

AX, for one more point. This would 

have left me with two spots go out 

with my VU next turn, and not given 

Jason the high scoring option of 

playing POX. 

Jason vs. Lyres 
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A Close Game 

Submitted by Lynn Wood, 

Independent 

 

Betty Eriksen and Carolyn Kyle 

played an interesting game at 

home, prior to the Dunedin 

Tournament. Betty won 423 to 

Carolyn's 419. They laughed at 

CHOOKING and it was correct!  

All bonuses were challenged: 

LADLERS UNPOSED, 

WHETTERS, and CHOOKING. 

I am very excited to be once again 

organising this year’s Scrabble Photo 

Competition.  

We had some excellent entries last 

year which we are now using to 

promote our wonderful game. We are 

looking for images taken with cell 

phone or camera that depict any 

aspect of Scrabble. It is time for 

everyone to think outside the square 

about Scrabble and let your creativity 

flow! 

The Executive is proud to have 

Scrabble NZ President Dr Cathy 

Casey as judge this year. You may 

not know it, but Cathy is an 

enthusiastic bird photographer who 

has had her amazing photographs 

published overseas. She is an 

inspiration to the rest of us with her 

commitment to travel and 

photography 

I have created two colourful posters 

(see overpage) that can be shared by 

clubs to promote the competition. It is 

open to all New Zealanders. Send it 

out to members. Invite your local 

camera club to take part. It’s a great 

way to celebrate Scrabble! 

Get snapping for the Scrabble 
Photo Competition! 

By Suzanne Liddall, Whangarei 
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A math teacher recently became the top female Scrabble champion in the UK—

scoring 1,000 points more than her opponents. 

Natalie Zolty outsmarted scrabble grandmaster Gary Oliver to claim the top spot 

by playing the word ‘zendiks’, which means heretics or unbelievers. 

The 61-year-old won the top division during the UK Open competition held 

January 9th in Reading, England, after she was triumphant in 12 out of 15 

games. 

Continue reading here:https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/math-teacher-

becomes-uk-Scrabble-champ-reveals-the-2-letter-words/?

utm_source=join1440andutm_medium=emailandutm_placement=newsletterand

user_id=66c4bfa75d78644b3aa753cc  

Following on From Cicely’s win in the SNZ Women’s Champs, another woman 

is now the UK Scrabble champ. 

Math Teacher Becomes UK Scrabble Champ, Reveals the 2-

Letter Words Experts Use to Win 

By Good News Network, Feb 1, 2026  

In the News 

Natalie Zloty, UK Scrabble Champion 

https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/math-teacher-becomes-uk-scrabble-champ-reveals-the-2-letter-words/?utm_source=join1440&utm_medium=email&utm_placement=newsletter&user_id=66c4bfa75d78644b3aa753cc
https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/math-teacher-becomes-uk-scrabble-champ-reveals-the-2-letter-words/?utm_source=join1440&utm_medium=email&utm_placement=newsletter&user_id=66c4bfa75d78644b3aa753cc
https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/math-teacher-becomes-uk-scrabble-champ-reveals-the-2-letter-words/?utm_source=join1440&utm_medium=email&utm_placement=newsletter&user_id=66c4bfa75d78644b3aa753cc
https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/math-teacher-becomes-uk-scrabble-champ-reveals-the-2-letter-words/?utm_source=join1440&utm_medium=email&utm_placement=newsletter&user_id=66c4bfa75d78644b3aa753cc
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Porlock is a small coastal village 

in Somerset, England with a 

population of less than 2000 (1440 as 

at 2011), and perhaps the highest 

percentage of elderly population in 

England (40% as at 2017). 

 

The area was several miles inland 

until the sea level in the Bristol 

Channel rose about 7000 to 8000 

years ago. At low tide the remains of 

a submerged forest can be seen on 

Porlock Beach.  

 

So how does the toponym PORLOCK 

manage to get into our official 

Scrabble word list without a capital 

letter? 

 

The origin of the word PORLOCK 

traces back to a story about the 

Romantic poet Samuel Taylor 

Coleridge, who had been ill, and had 

retired to a lonely farm house near 

Porlock. In 1797, he was in an opium-

induced dream and began writing his 

poem, "Kubla Khan," but was 

interrupted by a visitor from the 

nearby village of Porlock. Coleridge 

called him "a person on business from 

Porlock", and claimed he found 

afterwards he could not remember 

what had come to him in a dream. 

Thus, the term "person from 

Porlock" (or "man from Porlock") is a 

metaphor for an unwelcome 

interruption that disrupts creativity or 

an inspired thought. 

 

Today, the noun PORLOCK is used to 

describe any intrusive event that 

prevents someone from completing a 

task, whether it's a phone call, a 

visitor, or any other distraction. The 

verb form, PORLOCK, PORLOCKED, 

PORLOCKING, means to interrupt at 

an awkward moment. 

 

The word could be used in all sorts of 

situations. Possible examples: 

“I felt like I’d PORLOCKED when I 

arrived. They were obviously in the 

midst of a humongous row.” 

 

“Our flatmate never gave us any 

privacy, always PORLOCKING our 

conversations. And she often 

PORLOCKS when we’re having 

sex.” [Memory aid: Perhaps the 

interruptions wouldn’t happen if the 

door didn’t have such a POOR 

LOCK!] 

Porlock, England 

Let’s go to . . . PORLOCK 
By Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers 
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The quaint tourist resort of Airlie 

On the east coast of Queensland Australia 

Bookended between Brisbane and Cairns 

Lies the following inspiration 

The Beach Book Boutique 

With its many compelling reads 

 

The Slow Steady Rhythm of Life 

By Bubba Ling Brooke 

Ocean Dreaming 

By Phan T C Moore 

 

Strategies for Saving the Great Barrier Reef 

By Coral N Tak 

Sailing is a Breeze 

By Lee Stern and Skipper Windward 

 

Swimming with Sea Creatures 

By A Fin I T Dolphin 

Hidden Secrets of Oysters 

By Pearl Diver 

 

How Deep Can You Go 

By O Sean N Speck 

How to Avoid Being Stung 

By Barb and Man T Ray, with introduction by J Elly Fish 

 

Communicating with the Seas' 8-legged Creatures 

By Otto P Usmore 

How to Progress Forward against all Odds 

By Will S Wim Salmon 

 

What I’ve Been Reading: 

Beach Book Boutique 
By Murray Rogers, Independent 
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How to Avoid a Flood 

By River Rushing 

Forecasting High and Low Tides 

By Ebb and Floor Chartres 

 

Hints on Successful Surfing 

By Sir Foote and Val Ants 

Short Essays on Navigating Obstacles 

By Barney 'n' Uncle Piers Piles 

 

How to Avoid Having Water Rights Breached 

By Sir F Ace Wailing 

Moral Rights to Protect Waterways 

By Sam Crick 

 

All reviews most welcome 

Drop us a line as a drip speaks volumes 

Send to Sue Nam, email please 

Livingwaters@cflow.comedian 

 

 

I did not read any of the above books but I did purchase and read four used 

books from the Beach Book Boutique of which I all thoroughly enjoyed during 

the 23 days I spent in Airlie. They are all true stories which I highly recommend. 

Under the Baobab Tree, by Jane Chidgey, a memoir about exchanging her 

boardroom life of a big company in Melbourne for managing a wildlife park in 

South Africa with a new found husband. 

Leila's Secret, by Kooshyar Karimi, a moving account by a doctor performing 

illegal abortions in Iran to save women from extreme persecution while risking 

his own life. 

Mary's Last Dance, by Mary Li, the wife of Mao 's Last Dancer telling her full on 

story of her life as a successful ballet dancer and raising a deaf child together 

with her husband and all of its challenges. 

Unnatural Causes, by Richard Shepherd, a world -famous forensic pathologist 

revealing his incredible journey in that world. 
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Cathy Casey once 

heard me tell the 

story behind the T-

shirt l often wear to 

Scrabble 

tournaments (and 

my theory that Nigel 

threw the game) 

and suggested that 

I write it up for 

Forwords. Here 

goes at last. 

I attended a 

tournament in 

Nelson over 25 

years ago. It was 

only a small event, 

there being enough 

entrants for only two 

grades. I was bottom 

seed in the A grade and Nigel was 

top. He and l were to play the first 

game. 

Being only a small event, the boards 

we were to put our 'win' dots on were 

literally right beside us and the dot l'd 

already put by Nigel's name stuck out 

like dogs' whatsits. 

Nigel asked "Who put that there?"  

"I did. You're going to win." 

He didn't. I had to relocate my winning 

dot. 

Now l'm a bunny compared to the 

man who comes up when you Google 

'World's Greatest Ever 

Scrabble Player' 

anyway so there's no 

way in the world that l 

could ever win a game 

against him. 

Last century l made my 

living as a semigrapher 

so l printed a T-shirt 

proclaiming that "I once 

BEAT NIGEL 

RICHARDS" which l still 

wear at Scrabble 

tournaments. 

Unfortunately it seems 

that it has zero 

intimidation value, which 

is a pity. Maybe people 

just don't believe it? 

Many times l have expressed the 

opinion that Nigel threw the game. I 

believe that he felt sure he would win 

the remaining fourteen games, so had 

no trouble at all throwing one just so 

l'd have to peel the dot away from his 

name and put it by mine. I believe 

there's a wicked sense of humour in 

there somewhere and he would've 

enjoyed that. Every time l tell that, 

people who know him better express 

the opinion Nigel isn't capable of 

throwing a game. Regardless of their 

opinions, l have mine, and l'm sticking 

to it. 

Immediately after that first game the 

local press arrived and interviewed 

I once Beat Nigel Richards 
By Malcolm Graham, Independent 

Malcolm Graham in the T-Shirt 
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Nigel as the winner of the tournament 

(which he went on to do, winning 14 

from 15. 

They completely ignored the person 

who just beat him. Humph! 

My expectancy was 1.5. I won the first 

game and drew the second one and 

spent the rest of the weekend making 

other people happy. 1.5: perfect. 

Back at work on Monday, l printed my 

T-shirt. In doing so, l made a rod 

for.my back. Every time somebody 

won a game against Nigel my phone 

would ring and l'd have to spend an 

hour setting up my equipment, printing 

ONE shirt and cleaning everything up 

after. Then some troublemaker beat 

him a second time. Argh! That meant 

the screen had to be altered to add a 

very small ‘TWICE’ under Nigel's 

name so then l had to mask out either 

'once' or 'twice' every time Nigel lost a 

game. 

In the finish l solved the problem by 

selling my business and going to live 

in England. After seven years there 

touring the British Isles and 

everywhere from Gibraltar to Moscow 

as well as Egypt to Nordkaap l figured 

it'd be safe to return home .... and so it 

came to pass. 

Puzzle Pozzy 

Spot the Scrabble player in this photograph. 

Answer on page 24. 
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My good 

friend Scot 

gifted me a 

book 

recently, 

Daily Life in 

Medieval 

Times by 

France and 

Joseph Gies, 

which I found 

both 

informative and a treasure trove of 

archaic words destined for the 

Scrabble board. It examines the role 

of the castle, aspects of knighthood, 

hunting, feudalism and even childbirth, 

theatre and village justice in the 

Middle Ages. 

The castle as fortress 

William the Conqueror swept through 

England in the 11th century, installing 

his NORMAN cronies in positions of 

power and rebuilding timber forts for 

reasons of protection and potential 

Saxon riots. The book explains these 

were often simple MOTTE and 

BAILEYS, with the MOTTE or central 

CITADEL housing the lord and his 

commander, or CASTELLAN, and the 

lower BAILEY(S) providing space for a 

GARRISON and livestock. By 1086, 

when at William’s orders the elaborate 

survey of his conquered territory 

known as the Domesday Book was 

compiled, only two native English held 

BARONIES. England was now 

officially French. 

Before this, Saxons had brought 

BURGHS, city fortifications, but not 

castles. It was the Byzantine Greeks 

and knights TEMPLAR who pioneered 

the ancestor of the true castle, 

supplying a keep or DONJON for their 

garrison (only later did the meaning of 

this word morph to a DUNGEON in 

which prisoners would rot away, 

chained to the wall on a diet of bread 

and water.) A major contribution to the 

sophistication and engineering of the 

new castles was the First Crusade to 

the Holy Land, where the English 

encountered RAMPARTS, the 

defensive ENCEINTE, or outer wall of 

the castle, and CRENELATED curtain 

walls, which later replaced the 

wooden PALISADES of the bailey. 

The book is illustrated with photos of 

well-preserved castles in Suffolk, 

Essex, Wales and even Syria. 

Most of us have heard of castle 

CRENELLATIONS, the square tooth 

jagged pattern along castle walls, but 

France and Joseph Gies elucidate 

that the higher parts were known as 

MERLONS and the lower parts, used 

for shooting or firing missiles through, 

were CRENELS. While on the subject 

of missiles, a murder hole or 

Daily Life in Medieval Times 
By Mike Currie, Mt. Albert 
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MEURTRIERE (literally "murderess" 

in French, the language of the 

NORMAN conquerors) was a hole in 

the ceiling of a GATEWAY or an 

arrow slit through which the defenders 

could shoot, throw or pour harmful 

substances or objects such as rocks, 

arrows, scalding water, hot sand, 

quicklime, boiling oil, burning tar or 

even cauldrons of EXCRETA, down 

on attackers. Similar holes, called 

MACHICOLATIONS, were often 

located in the curtain walls of castles, 

between the 

supporting 

CORBELS of a 

projecting parapet 

or the vault of a 

gate. 

During sieges, 

enemy troops 

would employ 

MANGONELS and 

TREBUCHETS to 

catapult stones or 

other missiles at or 

over the outer walls. 

Genghis Khan infamously catapulted 

plague victims at his fortified enemies, 

in an early attempt at chemical 

warfare. A SPRINGALD was a 

medieval TORSION-powered bolt-

throwing weapon, similar to a 

BALLISTA, that used twisted SKEINS 

of silk or sinew to launch large bolts or 

QUARRELS. Often their main aim 

was at the BARBICAN, the fortified 

gateway in a castle and if successful 

in compromising this, defenders could 

beat a hasty retreat through the 

POSTERN, or back gate, often placed 

in concealed locations, allowing an 

inconspicuous entrance and exit. 

The making of a knight 

Originally the term CHEVALIER 

(French), CABALLERO (Spanish) or 

RITTER (German) meant a 

HORSEMAN, simply indicating a 

warrior on horseback but “even in the 

earliest stages it commuted a 

superiority of class, since only a man 

of means could afford a horse….at the 

other end of the scale, many a poor 

soldier gained knighthood 

through valour in the service 

of a lord. The PARVENUS 

(or NOUVEAU riche) copied 

the HAUTEUR (or 

haughtiness) of their older 

brothers in the aristocracy.” 

Knights typically rode 

DESTRIERS, or chargers, 

from which the later 

PERCHERON and DRAFT 

horses were descended. 

Armour became more 

intense against the Italian-

A KNIGHT/ CHEVALIER/ 

CABALLERO riding a 

DESTRIER 

MEDIEVAL castles had jagged patterns 

on their walls with higher MERLONS 

and lower CRENELS 
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introduced crossbow, including a 

HAUBERK (a tunic-like coat of mail), 

SABATONS or SOL(L)ERETS 

(designed to protect a knight’s feet), 

CAMAIL (a neck guard of chainmail, 

leaving the knight CAMAILED), and 

BARDING (horse armour). At 

tournaments, knights would joust at 

the QUINTAIN (a dummy fashioned 

with chainmail and shield) and in 

CRUSADES knights would often fight 

for the army which paid them best, an 

enterprising practice from which we 

get the word FREELANCE today. 

Feudalism 

Before a lord could grant land, or 

FIEF, to someone, he had to make 

that person a VASSAL. This was done 

at a formal and symbolic ceremony, 

which was composed of the two-part 

act of homage and oath of FEALTY. 

During HOMAGE, the lord and vassal 

entered into a contract in which the 

vassal promised to fight for the lord at 

his command, whilst the lord agreed 

to protect the vassal from external 

forces. This was the essence of 

feudalism. If, for some reason, the 

vassal did not 

want to go to war, 

he could pay a tax 

to the lord known 

as a SCUTAGE 

or ESCUAGE. 

This money, also 

known as "shield 

tax," was a form 

of commutation 

that became a 

significant source 

of revenue for kings, who could use it 

to fund professional armies, especially 

in the later Middle Ages. Both terms 

originate from the Latin "scutum," 

meaning shield, referencing the 

military service the payment was 

intended to replace. 

Further down the hierarchy were the 

VILLEINS or SERFS. A villein was a 

peasant in medieval Europe who was 

bound to a lord's land, not entirely free 

but not a slave either. They were 

given a small piece of land in 

exchange for labour and other dues to 

the lord of the manor. A SOKEMAN 

was a free peasant in medieval 

England, particularly in the DANELAW 

of the ninth and tenth centuries, who 

held land and if he, in turn, didn’t want 

to go to war, he could apply for 

SOCAGE, a form of medieval land 

tenure where a tenant held land in 

exchange for fixed payments or 

agricultural services, rather than 

military service. In Scandinavia, 

VILLEINS were known as THRALLS. 

That is why when something captures 

our attention, it ENTHRALLS 

(ENTHRALS/INTHRALS/INTHRALLS) 

us. 

In France, counties and DUCHIES 

began to break down into smaller 

holdings as CASTELLANS and lesser 

SEIGNEURS (SEIGNIORS/

SIGNIEURS) took control of local 

lands, making the FEUDAL system an 

effective tool for DUCAL (relating to 

dukes) and COMITAL (relating to 

counts) control, linking vassals to their 

lords. 

SCUTAGE or 

ESCUAGE was also 

known as ‘shield tax’ 
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The castle as home 

Daily Life in Medieval Times 

describes in detail the rooms and 

garden of the CHATEAU or 

MANORIAL DEMESNE, a piece of 

land attached to a manor and retained 

by the owner for their own use. 

Interesting terms I was bombarded 

with were the BUTTERY, a large 

cellar room which originates from a 

wine cask known as a BUTT (rather 

than butter); a PENTICE, an 

extension of a building's roof or a 

covered walkway; and an ORATORY, 

or chapel, often with a REREDOS, an 

ornamental screen covering the wall 

at the back of an altar. Before the 

advent of chimneys, VAULTED rooms 

would employ LOUVERS/LOUVRES, 

a structure in a roof incorporating 

openings for the passage of smoke. 

SQUINTS were PEEPHOLES 

concealed in wall decorations for the 

upper echelons to spy on servants 

and possibly guests. 

Latrines were referred to as 

GARDEROBES, an odd euphemism 

not to be confused with ‘wardrobe’. 

The word comes from the French 

words 

‘*garder’ (to 

keep) and 

‘robe’ (dress, 

clothing). In its 

original 

meaning, it 

referred to a 

room where 

clothes were 

stored, but its 

use 

expanded 

to include a 

private 

room or a 

PRIVY 

(toilet) in a 

medieval 

castle. This 

was 

situated as 

close to the bed chamber as possible 

and supplemented by the universal 

chamber pot or JORDAN. Attackers of 

Richard the Lionheart’s castle on the 

Seine obtained access by climbing up 

the latrine shaft to the GARDEROBE. 

An unthinkably stinky assault. Just 

when you thought it was safe to go to 

the toilet. 

Gardens were abloom with 

COSTMARY, COWSLIP, TANSIES 

and any manner of medicinal herbs 

such as BLADDERWORT, 

NIPPLEWORT, BLOODWORT, 

NAVELWORT, TOOTHWORT, 

WOUNDWORT, GOUTWORT, 

LUNGWORT, PILEWORT and of 

course WARTWORT. Last year my 

wife and I visited Acorn Bank, a 

National Trust property situated just 

north of Temple Sowerby in the 

Northwest of England, whose garden 

boasts 250 medicinal and culinary 

herbs, dating back to at least 1228 

when it was a site for the Knights 

TEMPLAR. 

 

 

COSTMARY 

GARDEROBE or 

PRIVY was a medieval 

toilet 
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Hunting 

A whole chapter is 

devoted to VENERY or 

hunting, which is from 

where the words 

VENEREAL and 

VENISON originate. 

Venus was the goddess of 

hunting (VENISON) as 

well as love (VENEREAL) 

and VENISON originally meant the 

‘right to hunt deer.’ A baron’s 

FORESTER could arrest trespassers 

against VENISON but only if they 

were caught red-handed or ‘with the 

MAINOUR.’ A FALCONER would 

train FALCONETS, GERFALCON and 

GOSHAWKS as BRANCHERS 

(young birds that had just left the nest 

or branch). FALCONS were obtained 

as EYASES, NESTLINGS taken from 

clifftops. 

Falcons came in various breeds and 

two are focused on here: SAKERS, 

native to parts of Europe and Asia, 

known for hunting ground prey in a 

low, horizontal pursuit, and 

LANNERS, large falcons found in 

Africa, southeastern Europe, and 

Asia. A TIERCEL is male falcon. The 

term comes from the Old French word 

TERCELET, which is 

derived from TERTIUS, 

meaning "third". This 

name likely refers to 

the fact that a male 

TIERCEL is about one-

third smaller than a 

female falcon. 

Falcons’ eyes were 

typically SEELED or temporarily sewn 

shut so they could be trained through 

taste, hearing and touch alone. 

Staring a falcon in the eye will not, 

contrary to popular opinion, 

encourage them to attack you. It is 

more likely to make them nervous. 

When fully trained, a falcon can then 

be UNSEELED and set to work on the 

hunt or CHASSE. 

Dogs were also used in hunting, add 

France and Joseph Gies, during the 

Middle Ages: LEASHED 

bloodhounds, greyhounds and 

BRACHETS, smaller hounds. 

So to get a true sense of how it was to 

live 700 years ago this lively narrative 

may be for you, rich with historical 

herbs, horses, hairstyles, hunting 

techniques and heraldic shields. 

Puzzle Pozzy Solution 

Spot the Scrabble player Solution: From page 19. 

Patrick Carter, fifth from left.  

Patrick says: The picture is the New Zealand Bridge team at the 1989 World 

Championships in Perth, Australia. It is a picture of me very close to the time I 

joined the Hamilton Scrabble club which I think was in 1988.  

Falcons breeds include 

SAKERS and LANNERS 
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After a successful festival in 2025 

and requests for “more” from 

many southern and New Zealand 

players we have scheduled our 

annual tournaments for Saturday 

19 September – Thursday 24 

September, which is the week 

before the Trans-Tasman 

tournament which will be held in 

Brisbane in 2026. 

All tournaments will be CSW24 

Australian and WESPA-rated. 

We experience 29 sunny days and an 

average daily maximum temperature 

of 28° in September, making it a great 

time to spring into spring! 

There are direct flights to Townsville 

from Cairns, Brisbane, Sydney, 

Melbourne, and Adelaide, as well as 

overnight train trips from the Gold 

Coast and Brisbane.  

The Townsville tournaments will be 

held in the CBD within walking 

distance of a range of accommodation 

and restaurant options. The Magnetic 

Island Bowls Club and Arcadia Hotel 

are both on the bus route and within 

easy walking distance of each other. If 

you would like to play in either or both 

Magnetic Island tournaments, you can 

catch a ferry from Townsville.  

 

 

 

Townsville Scrabble Tournaments 

Venue: Townsville CIC Meeting 

Rooms, 280 Flinders St, Townsville  

Dates: Saturday 19 September and 

Sunday 20 September 2026  

Format: individual one day open 

tournaments, lagged Australian draw 

Magnetic Island Tournaments 

Venue: Magnetic Island Bowls Club,  

18 Marine Parade, Arcadia Bay  

Dates: Wednesday 23 September and 

Thursday 24 September 2026 

Format: individual half day 

tournaments, round robin sections 

Magnetic Island Pub Trivia Night 

Venue: Arcadia Hotel, Arcadia Bay  

Date: Thursday 24 September 2026 

 

Get in early and book your tickets.  

 

Contact: Julie Brice on 

juliebrice@bigpond.com for more 

information or to register your interest. 

Townsville Scrabble Tournaments 
2026 
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While I was parked in Ward Street 

Hamilton, waiting to meet my son, I 

filled in the time by looking at WARD 

words; 103 of them, and most of them 

(81) take an S. 

WARD front hooks are what you'd 

expect; AWARD SWARD. And it 

takes lots of two-letters (mostly 

prepositions) in front - but, again, 

mostly what you'd expect; ON, UP, 

TO, IN, CO-, RE, plus three 

interesting ones; ADWARD (= award), 

USWARD, towards us, and 

VAWARD. 

I discovered VAWARD many years 

ago, and I remember sitting beside a 

player and watching her lose a game 

because she didn't know the V front 

hook for AWARD. (That was you, Val! 

Do you remember? Ed – Do you have 

to remind me!) I was willing her to try 

it!!! It means the forward part of 

something. 

A ‘surname’ that’s worth knowing is 

HAYWARD, a parish officer in charge 

of enclosures and fences (ie. 

somebody who looks after the hay!) 

Cute, eh? There are just a few other 

words that have the sense of looking 

after something, like HAYWARD has: 

BEARWARD, 

keeper of bears 

WOODWARD, 

an officer of the 

forest (= forest 

ranger, I 

suppose)  

HOGWARD, 

swineherd 

The most interesting -WARD word 

would probably be WOOLWARD, 

wearing wool next to the skin, like 

religious people used to do as a 

penance. (One of the few that doesn't 

take S.) 

A huge 

number of -

WARD words 

mean in the 

direction of: 

EASTWARD 

and all the 

other 

directions you 

could think of.  

 

While I was parked in Ward 
Street . . . 

By Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers 

WOOLWARD—wool 

side next to skin 

BEARWARD—keeper 

of bears 
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LEFTWARD and RIGHTWARD are 

not too surprising, but they get 

stranger. If you're tired, you might 

want to go BEDWARD (especially if 

it's getting late, or NIGHTWARD). 

Humans go HOMEWARD, but bees 

go HIVEWARD. 

Real estate salespeople will know that 

houses can face PARKWARD, 

FIELDWARD, STREETWARD, 

LAKEWARD, SHOREWARD, 

OCEANWARD, RIVERWARD, and 

COASTWARD. (All of those 

properties will cost more!) 

Rockets can go AIRWARD, 

SKYWARD, MOONWARD, 

SPACEWARD (and return 

EARTHWARD or LANDWARD). 

Flowers turn their heads SUNWARD, 

rather than WINDWARD. 

Sports people play GOALWARD. 

Travellers and explorers go 

POLEWARD or EQUATORWARD. 

Children go SCHOOLWARD, while 

their parents go TOWNWARD or 

CITYWARD to work. 

Religious people go GODWARD, 

KIRKWARD and 

CHURCHWARD; 

but non-believers 

go to the negative 

side, or 

NAYWARD, ie. 

MANWARD, 

SELFWARD or 

USWARD.  

When you've read all that, don't tell 

me I'm WEYWARD (or WEYARD, 

weird), or THRAWARD (obstinate). 

Things would get AWKWARD 

between us if you did. (They're all 

adjectives in that sentence, so none of 

them takes an S.) Just AWARD or 

ADWARD or REWARD me. 

And here’s a very suitable ending: 

people who are dying go BEDWARD 

at first, then DEATHWARD and 

GRAVEWARD, and finally 

HEAVENWARD or HELLWARD!  

. . . Oops! Here 

comes the 

parking 

WARDen - I’d 

better move on. 

ONWARDS and 

UPWARDS!  

OCEANWARD/ COASTWARD  

GOALWARD 

Humans go BEDWARD, but bees go 

HIVEWARD 

CHURCHWARD/ 

KIRKWARD 
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Whangārei Scrabble Club 

(WSC) Opened 2026 — Tiles, 

Title and Teatime 

by Jenny Litchfield, Whangarei 

Secretary 

A championship celebration, 

refreshed Club Day format, and a 

summer of competitive wordplay. 

Our first Club Day of 2026 was 

Thursday 8 January. We wished one 

another a Happy New Scrabble Year 

— may your tiles show some love and 

your wordplays score well. With a 

busy competitive calendar ahead, we 

began with fresh resolve. Perhaps the 

year could start with laundering tile 

bags and giving boards a good clean 

— after all, who knows what Scrabble 

demons from 2025 might still be 

lurking? 

Whangārei Club Day now runs a four-

game format from 12 to 4 pm. An 

optional Early Bird challenge game is 

offered for competitively minded 

players, who register at 11.45 am for 

a 12 noon start. Other members arrive 

at 12.45 pm to sign in for the usual 1 

pm start of Games one, two and 

three. Visitors are always very 

welcome each Thursday at the 

Whangārei Bridge Club, North Street. 

January at times tested a player’s 

mood in direct proportion to tile draw 

imbalance. As one dejected tile 

tracker said of her opponent’s win: 

“They got the K, J, X, Z, Q, both 

blanks — and the esses. What can 

you do?” There is little inspiration to 

be had staring at a vowel-heavy rack 

on a humid afternoon — whether the 

aircon is working … or not.  

Thanks to Patrick Carter’s weekly 

Scrabble blog, we can even blame the 

weather. There is a word for it: 

ANERGIA — a heat-induced lack of 

energy. Retreat indoors from the 

midday sun, however, and we risk 

drifting into ATONIA, that slump or 

inertia brought on by doing very little 

at all. Neither state is ideal for making 

winning wordplays. 

What to do? Stay cool, hydrate, and 

perhaps undertake some light revision 

of word lists to recharge the cognitive 

batteries. And should a player nod off 

under the weight of needing to know 

the spelling variants of the 

aforementioned A words, we 

understand. Seemingly unaffected by 

the heat was Cicely Bruce, who 

produced five bingos in one particular 

game — a formidable midsummer 

performance. But then, it was she who 

under pressure, played JIMMIED to 

secure the title: 2026 SNZ Women’s 

Champion. 

WSC has enjoyed being in the local 

limelight. Following her national 

success, Cicely attracted media 

attention, with local coverage in the 

Northern Advocate and an on air 

interview with More FM Northland 

Club News 
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91.6. Back at the clubrooms we 

celebrated club-style: flowers, 

afternoon tea, and a group 

photograph. There was genuine 

community interest, with several 

people mentioning they had heard or 

read about the club and had watched 

championship coverage on YouTube.  

The initial flurry has settled. Jason 

Simpson and Annette Caisley 

designed and produced colourful ‘Like 

Scrabble?’ notices, now displayed on 

local supermarket community boards 

and posted in Facebook community 

groups — a simple way to keep 

Whangārei Scrabble visible. It’s back 

to business as usual and we’re 

looking ahead.  

4–5 July 2026 

Whangārei Scrabble Club will host its 

annual two-day tournament. The 

welcome mat is out — and the lunch 

menu is already organised. Entry 

details are on SLACK. 

7–9 January 2027 

WSC Big Swiss Cheese tournament 

returns: 30 games across three days 

of competition. Entry details are on 

Slack. Entry fee: $80. 

Summer is over. We ended February 

Whangārei-style. The room buzzed as 

club members sampled plump, 

perfectly ripe figs. Finger-lime citrus 

‘caviar’ pops paired beautifully with 

hot, freshly smoked snapper — a 

harmony of salt and citrus. Griffin’s 

plain biscuits stayed untouched. 

Warm thanks to Bev Edwards’s 

daughter, Nicky, for the delicious 

surprise afternoon tea. 

It is, after all, what we do in 

Whangārei. 

Whangarei Scrabble Club Members 

Congratulate Cicely Bruce. 2026 SNZ 

Women’s Champion 

Seated (L-R) Annette Caisley, Suzanne 

Harding, Cicely Bruce, Bev Edwards, Anne 

Scatchard 

Middle (L-R)  Wendy Morley, Jenny 

Litchfield, Lynn Thompson, Cathy Roberts, 

Su McQuade, Jenny Huddlestone, Suzanne 

Liddall, Margie Hurley, Erana Davis, 

Graeme Quinn 

Back (L-R) Jason Simpson, June Dowling 
 

Photo Credit Barbara Derrick 
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Mt Albert Club 

Newbie’s Tourney 24th and 
25th January, 2026 
By Lawson Sue, Mt. Albert 

How to extend the reach of Scrabble 

and competition? Try something new. 

In conjunction with an existing 

club tournament, run a 

separate competition targeted for only 

for newbies — those who don’t belong 

to a club, or with a rating no higher 

than 100. Use of the two to three letter 

word list permitted and extend time to 

30 minutes for each player. That was 

our criteria. 

With the help of Chris Tallman and 

Alexander Gandar, an advert was 

created and Facebook the medium of 

choice for reach and bang for your 

buck. 

Our goal was to attract at least a 

minimum of eight newbs to play on 

the Sunday. 

Wow, wow, wow, the 

response was amazing. 

It didn’t take long to 

reach this number and 

we (Val and I), were 

looking to increase the 

field to 10, 12 plus. 

Actually, it was an easy 

decision that was made 

for us. The response 

was such that we had 

little choice but to open 

the comp to the 

Saturday to 

accommodate.  

All up 21 newbs had registered their 

interest, only two no-shows on the 

Sunday. Advertising was cut short due 

to the great uptake, with the numbers 

and logistics of venue capacity being 

a factor in the end. What a great 

problem to have. 

Prior to the tourney weekend, we 

extended an invite to club nights to 

get some practice and a feel for the 

environment. This was taken up by a 

few people. 

Saturday 24th January 

There were 10 contestants, from nine 

years to old and up. Three of them 

were kids in the true sense. 

Heartwarmingly, there were two sets 

of mother and daughter combos. The 

players of varying skill levels, 

experience and word knowledge was 

not a major factor, but a day of playing 

Scrabble with other like-

minded Scrabblers was the driver. 

They were all abuzz with excitement, 

a vibe more akin of a Scrabble party 

rather than competition. Even though 

Some of the newbies 
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there were 10 contestants, the draw 

was made up of five rounds for the 

actual comp. A sixth round was drawn 

up as backup, should they 

want another game. 

The closeness of competition is what 

surprised me, with most of the scores 

within the band of 250-350. This is 

comparable to results of some of our 

club members. The standout and 

overall winner was one of the mother 

daughter combos. Tina Brown (mum) 

won 5/5, with a spread of +490 and 

an average score of 374. Coming in 

second was Pablo Villasenor on 4/5, 

and third was Claire Sciascia (Tina’s 

daughter) on 3/5. The highest game 

score was Claire Sciascia with a 

whopping 559 points. 

One of the fun boards I noted was 

between Claire Sciascia vs. Teoge T-

Pole. Claire played *ZAGGY 

and Teoge hooked an S to the end of 

it, making *ZAGGYS. Not to get purist 

about it, I loved the creativity and 

generosity of play, given they knew 

they could challenge if they wanted to. 

What stood out for me, was the 

friendliness of these players, good 

sportsmanship and help afforded to 

each other. Especially as there was a 

word knowledge difference due to age 

and disparity in scores.  

Sunday 25th January 

Day two and another set of newbs. 

Twelve contestants expected, 

unfortunately there were two no-

shows. Pablo was keen to play both 

days. The competitors were all 

adults so I had a feeling the results 

would be a lot closer and outcomes 

not as predictable. 

Like the first day, before getting stuck 

into the games, I gathered them all 

into the break room to have a quick 

pep talk and tips and tricks tutorial. 

The goal was to help them improve 

Two mother and daughter combos 
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their average score, 

make them aware of 

parallel plays and 

hooks. I explained why 

we set up the board to 

display all the tiles and 

how to use the clock. 

Most of all, I 

emphasised for them 

to enjoy it and 

have FUN! 

I noticed that the level 

of play from the start 

was encouraging. The 

scores were close, the 

results determined by 

roughly anything 

between five to 40 points, on average. 

The comparison between the 

amount of parallel plays at the start of 

the day and at the end of day, was 

notable. The average game score 

range was higher this day, between 

290 – 370 pts. The number of 

bingos played was low, due to a mix 

of, bingos not able to be put down 

(spots not found), and blanks used 

judicially elsewhere.  

Results for Day two: The overall 

winner was Pablo Villasenor on 4/5 

wins, spread +341, average 371 

points. In second place was 

Waiata Evans also on 4/5 wins, with 

spread +183, average 347. Third was 

Tanya Dyer (Waiata’s cousin) on 3/5 

wins, with spread +258 

and average 349. The closeness of 

this field was exciting. 

A prize for highest 

scoring bingo, was 

won by Jenny Lu, for 

91 points with 

SQUINTS. 

The number of 

very very close 

games, a win of less 

than 10 points, was 

quite common. The 

best that I can recall 

was a game between 

Tim Signal 

and Waiata Evans. 

Tim had just 

come off two losses. 

This game was tight. 

Waiata was closing in on Tim towards 

the end, who only had a modest lead 

and time was running 

out. Waiata went out first and caught 

Tim with QA on his rack. So 22 points 

were added to Waiata’s score and the 

unbeknownst uncalculated 

outcome…………..was Tim, by one 

point. Both thoroughly enjoyed 

playing against each other and Tim 

would not have cared if he had lost, 

enjoying the game wholeheartedly.  

On both days the prize giving was an 

inclusive affair. Whilst the main 

tourney players were in the middle of 

play, we paused their clocks so they 

could give the newbs a taste of how 

we do it, acknowledge them and not 

let them feel like strangers. 

I asked the newbs to stand and 

quickly introduce themselves. Not only 

did they advise us their names but 

Lawson and Cathy Casey giving 

Layla a hand 
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added a quick background and brief of 

their Scrabble status. This was 

unexpected, but heartwarming and 

genuinely well received by the regular 

tourney alumni. To all of you, thank 

you for your understanding and 

participation in making it an enjoyable 

experience for all. 

Summary 

All the newbs had a great time and 

thoroughly enjoyed their day, as per 

their responses. They expressed their 

wish to be kept in the loop about 

future ‘Newbie’ tourneys. 

This concept is a good idea. It is a 

much needed intermediary step to 

bridge the gap and send a message 

that there are social Scrabble clubs 

and Scrabble competitions that they 

can participate in, should they be 

wanting. This format probably appeals 

more to those who have achieved a 

certain level of Scrabble experience 

and love of the game.  

To attract the completely new and 

very basic novices, we would need to 

try something else. 

A few of the 

competitors 

have joined 

the club. The 

others are 

aware of the 

club option, 

but due to 

their stage in 

life, other 

interests and 

pursuits, a 

change to 

include 

Scrabble as a 

new regular 

part of their 

routine will 

require the 

right 

motivation at 

the right time. 

At least they 

know they 

have such 

option and we 

hope they can 

make casual appearances at club at 

times and build from there. 

I think other clubs should start 

incorporating this concept into their 

regular tourney events. Be realistic 

about what you wish to achieve and 

realise this is a long term strategy for 

the good of the game and community. 

Perhaps the association (SNZ) should 

start supporting clubs who participate 

in this. 

We promised the newbs fun and I 

believe we 100% delivered on this. 

We reached out to the public and they 

responded positively. Good outcomes 

will follow but patience is needed. (As 

in a game, patience is required if you 

can’t put down your bingo, haha!) 

In the end, Val and I gave it a go and 

we are happy to share our 

experience. Your turn! 

Laswon Sue and  

Newbies Saturday 

winner, Tina Brown 

Laswon Sue and  

Newbies Sunday winner, 

Pablo Villaesenor 
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Mailbox 

Donate your prize money to 

Youth Scrabble 

From Malcolm Graham, Dunedin 

At the management meeting held last 

weekend l became aware of the 

amount of seed money NZ Scrabble 

proposed to donate to kick off 

fundraising to help our brightest and 

best young players to attend the 

World Youth Scrabble Championship 

to be held this year in Nairobi, Kenya. 

I believe that attending this event will 

be a great experience for Cooper, 

Maheu and Lev as well as their adult 

chaperones. 

As l was looking good to be among 

the prizes at the time of the meeting l 

resolved to donate any prize money l 

received to Scrabble NZ with the 

proviso that my donation go to the 

boys' travel fund. 

I don't think any of us enters 

tournaments with the serious intention 

of making any money out of it (except 

maybe a few players with single figure 

rankings) so Scrabble prizes are not 

budgeted for.  

I suggested at the time that other 

prize winners might like to donate 

their prize monies to what l believe is 

a great cause and l know at least two 

others did. Thanks to those ladies. 

I was really humbled when both 

Cooper and Maheu approached me 

as l was readying to leave and 

expressed their appreciation. I intend 

to do the same with any other prize 

money l win in the tournaments l'm 

planning to attend in the next few 

months - though with what happens to 

my ranking after 14/15 wins last 

tournament, it might not be much 

(GRR to Anne Scatchard, Whangarei, 

the person who denied me a clean 

sweep). 

If anyone wants to donate money to 

help our young Scrabblers get to 

Nairobi, please make your donation 

(from whatever source, need not be 

prizemoney) to NZ Scrabble account 

number 38-9010-0771416-000. 

 

Goodbye Hall of Fame 

From Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers  

I’ve discussed with you before that it 

might be about time to discontinue 

the Hall of Fame articles. I’ve been 

doing them for every magazine 

(except one) since Issue 99, and have 

written about: 

QUISLING, SOLON, LEOTARD, 

PYRRHIC, BURKE, BURNSIDE, 

SEQUOIA, HALCYON, JUMBO, 

SALCHOW, AXEL, LUTZ, APGAR, 

DIESEL, QUASSIA, NICOTINE, 

MELBA, GAUS, CURIE, FAGIN, 

MICAWBER, MAUDLIN, TITIAN, 

DERRICK, GRAHAM, CLERIHEW, 
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THEREMIN, BOBBITT, MACADAM, 

DEIBEL, DOOCE, DOILY, OLLIE, 

PLIMSOLL, FOLEY, BUNSEN, 

DUNCE, TAWDRY, BLUCHER, 

GUPPY, MARCEL, SHRAPNEL, 

BELLINI, TONTINE, HECTOR, 

STENTOR, AMAZON, SPARTAN, 

FURPHY, FEIJOA, BIRP, 

SALMONELLA, HOODLUM, 

PETREL, TRILBY, JANSKY, 

FARADAY, THERBLIG, VANDYKE, 

MORSE, BRAILLE, KENNET, JEFF, 

ARISTOTLE, YEGG and others. 

No wonder I’ve been finding it 

increasingly harder lately to find a 

suitable person whose eponym is 

worth writing about. 

Hall of Fame has been about 

eponyms, ie words that have come 

into our language because of things 

the eponymous people have said or 

done or made or invented, or what 

other people believe they have said/

done/made/invented. 

Let’s stop featuring eponyms and start 

looking at toponyms, ie names of 

places, that are in our official word list 

with a lower-case initial letter, 

because of an association with the 

place. (BIKINI, for example.) I’m 

expecting that the toponym articles 

will be quite a bit shorter than the 

eponyms have been. 

The new series will be called “Lets go 

to …….”  

See page 15 in this issue for Let’s go 

to PORLOCK. 

 

ED: As I’ve said 

before, it makes 

my job easy to 

have people 

like Jennifer 

writing for 

Forwords. 

Where does 

she get her 

ideas from? It 

will seem strange not having any 

more Hall of Fame articles but I’m 

really looking forward to going to 

heaps of new places! Thanks 

Jennifer! 

 

Submitted by Jenifer Smith:  

Spotted in a Saint Genevieve shop window. 

TRILBY, the subject of 

a Hall of Fame article 
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Ask Liz 
by Liz Fagerlund, Mt. Albert 

Using Elixs Scoring 

programme at tourneys 

I am fairly sure that 

nearly every club is 

now using Murray 

Landon’s great 

scoring programme 

‘Elixs’ at their club 

tournaments. 

Murray is constantly 

updating and adding extra functions, 

including Team events (used in the 

Trans-Tasman), a mix of round robin 

followed by a specified number of 

‘king of the hill’ rounds (used for the 

first time at last year’s Nationals), and 

now Murray has added Swiss Draw. 

There are a few things for you to try to 

get right when you use it: 

1. Make sure you send the right 

files to ratings officer – before 

the tournament. Once you have 

done the draw, there will be a tab 

at the bottom that says 

‘expectancies’. If you hover the 

cursor on there it instructs “Export 

to Excel” for sending to ratings 

officer (currently Steven Brown). 

Murray’s programme actually 

calculates the ratings (open up this 

report and you can see that) – 

these are accurate except if there 

are new or provisionally rated 

players. 

2. Entering results: Fairly straight 

forward. On the right you would 

normally have ticked show bonus 

words, show spread, auto enter 

players. You can untick any of 

these not wanted, but normally you 

would leave all ticked.  

3. Printing results after each game, 

or at least after every couple of 

games. The options are at the 

bottom. At the end of the 

tournament, print off the one that 

says ‘handout’. Personally I like 

printing this one during the 

tournament too, as it usually keeps 

all on one page, plus it shows high 

game and high aggregate to date.  

4. The other fabulous feature we 

have is to be able to post results 

round by round to the Scrabble 

NZ website. Many players who are 

not attending the tournament are 

very interested to see how players 

are going. Not just that, also 

players at the tournament can 

check online now and then to see 

if their own results are correct to 

date. Most venues have Wi-Fi and 

will be happy for you to use it if 

you ask. If they really don’t (I hear 

sometimes organisers saying they 

don’t have Wi-Fi, but perhaps they 

didn’t ask?) Do perform this, see 

‘Reports’ at the top left, go down to 

‘Web results’ (publish up to and 

include selected game). This takes 

about five to 10 seconds to do – 

pretty easy. 

Liz Fagerlund 
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5. After the tournament: Send the 

correct file to the ratings officer. 

Down the bottom see the tab 

‘ratings officer’ – open and save; 

send to the ratings officer (Steven 

Brown). Send this file and a pdf of 

the handout results to Forwords 

layout or editor, post handout on 

Slack and send to Suzanne 

Liddall for the website. 

6. Instructions: You know how the 

saying goes – “If all else fails, 

read the instructions”. Under Help 

(top left) is the installation guide 

and very detailed user manual. If 

you are new to the programme 

(or even if you have used it 

before, chances are it was the 

previous club tourney a year ago) 

have a practice beforehand. You 

can set up a dummy tourney 

which you can later delete. If you 

have a new scorer for the tourney 

see if you can arrange for them to 

come and have a practice at 

inputting scores etc. If there’s 

anything that really stumps you, 

or you feel something has gone 

really wrong, Murray Landon is 

very helpful if you need to call or 

email him with a problem. His 

contact details are in the User 

Manual. 

Tournament Calendar 2026 

Dunedin Dunedin 18-19 April 

SI Champs Christchurch 2-3 May 

Mt. Albert Auckland 16 & 17 May 

SNZ Nationals Christchurch 
30 May –  
1 June 

SNZ 
Australasian 
Open 

Auckland 20-21 June 

Whangarei Whangarei 4-5 July 

SNZ Youth 
Championship 

Auckland 18 July 

Kiwi Scrabblers Hamilton 1-2 August 

Tauranga Tauranga 22-23 August 

Canterbury 
Open 

Christchurch 5-6 September 

*Trans Tasman  Brisbane 
26-28 
September 

Mt Albert Auckland 3 & 4 October 

Dunedin Queenstown 10-11 October 

Whanganui Whanganui 24-25 October 

Swissvember Wellington 
7 & 8 
November 

Dunedin “No 
Frills” 

Dunedin 
28-29 
November 

* Limited entry   

Right: I-Can-niversary A grade 

winners: 

L-R: Val Mills (6th), Chris 

Tallman (2nd), Lyres Freeth (1st), 

Cicely Bruce (3rd), Jason Simpson 

(4th), Murray Rogers (5th) 
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Twenty Years Ago in Forwords 

From Issue No. 81 December 2005 . 

There are a few additional WISE words we can add to the list below: BITWISE, 

PLOWWISE and WISEGUY/S. The WANTED poster is also apt.  
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Tournament results 
Womens Championships 

10-11 January 2026 

14 games 

          Name Wins Ave Club Spread 

1 Cicely Bruce (GM) WRE 15 1333 443 

2 Anderina McLean (GM) WAN 13 1335 439 

3 Joanne Craig (GM) IND 13 1277 454 

4 Jane Taylor AUS 12 1146 444 

5 Carmel Dodd AUS 12 1059 434 

6 Val Mills (E) MTA 11 607 413 

7 Liz Fagerlund (GM) MTA 10 627 421 

8 Lorraine Van Veen IND 9 504 403 

9 Tara Hurley MTA 9 -175 391 

10 Jeanette Grimmer ROD 7 351 402 

11 Cathy Casey WRE 7 58 379 

12 Betty Eriksen WAN 7 -331 353 

13 Su Walker IND 7 -335 389 

14 Suzanne Liddall WRE 6.5 -425 377 

15 Jena Yousif WRE 6 -592 366 

16 Jenny Litchfield WRE 5.5 -386 373 

17 Joanne Morley ROT 4 -985 348 

18 Merelyn Fuemana MTA 3 -911 356 

19 Clarita Mera Javanes IND 2 -2703 281 

20 Frances Higham IND 1 -1454 321 

Janniversary—Saturday 

17  January 2026 

7 games 

          Name Wins Ave Club Spread 

A Grade 

1 Gil Quiballo IND 6 44 466 

2 Val Mills MTA 5 103 434 

3 Lawson Sue MTA 5 -44 418 

4 Howard Warner WEL 4 57 431 

5 Stanley Ngundi WEL 4 -103 426 

6 Nick Ascroft WEL 4 59 380 

7 Lynn Wood IND 3 67 395 

8 Vicky Robertson WEL 3 -57 410 

9 Olivia En WAN 3 -59 396 

10 Aidan Robins LOH 2 -67 350 

C Grade 

1 Sheila Reed WEL 6 334 375 

2 Jez Partridge FTN 5 185 352 

3 Neil Price WEL 4 227 391 

4 Glenys Hansen MTB 4 -180 330 

5 Taanga Lawrence WEL 3 11 369 

6 Vicki Jones MTB 3 -88 333 

7 Patricia Bennett WEL 2 -206 319 

8 Judy Driscoll IND 1 -283 347 

11 Glenyss Buchanan LOH 2 -54 383 

12 Clare Wall IND 1 54 355 

A Grade 

1 Howard Warner WEL 6 862 469 

2 Gil Quiballo IND 5 524 480 

3 Stanley Ngundi WEL 5 160 429 

4 Lawson Sue MTA 4 21 420 

5 Nick Ascroft WEL 2 -116 397 

6 Vicky Robertson WEL 2 -300 388 

7 Val Mills MTA 2 -457 366 

8 Olivia En WAN 2 -694 364 

Janniversary—Sunday 

18  January 2026 

7 games 

          Name Wins Ave Club Spread 

B Grade 

1 Yvette Hewlett IND 6 376 432 

2 Aidan Robins LOH 5 476 426 

3 Lynn Wood IND 5 202 392 

4 Clare Wall IND 3 279 404 

5 Chris Bell WEL 3 56 383 

6 Anne Goldstein CHC 3 -168 360 

7 Nola Borrell IND 3 -358 378 

8 Michael Hyndman WEL 0 -863 311 

B Grade 

1 Nola Borrell IND 7 435 419 

2 Michael Hyndman WEL 5 294 403 

3 Anne Goldstein CHC 4 232 395 

4 Simon Casey WEL 4 -7 377 

5 Dianne Cole-Baker MTA 3 -222 345 

6 Yvette Hewlett IND 2 150 394 

7 Malcolm Graham CHC 2 -422 355 

8 Roger Cole-Baker MTA 1 -460 325 

https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#GilQuiballo
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#ValMills
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#LawsonSue
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#HowardWarner
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#StanleyNgundi
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#NickAscroft
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#LynnWood
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#VickyRobertson
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#OliviaEn
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#AidanRobins
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#SheilaReed
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#JezPartridge
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#NeilPrice
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#GlenysHansen
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#TaangaLawrence
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#VickiJones
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#PatriciaBennett
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#JudyDriscoll
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#GlenyssBuchanan
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#ClareWall
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#HowardWarner
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#GilQuiballo
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#StanleyNgundi
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#LawsonSue
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#NickAscroft
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#VickyRobertson
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#ValMills
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#OliviaEn
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#YvetteHewlett
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#AidanRobins
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#LynnWood
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#ClareWall
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#ChrisBell
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#AnneGoldstein
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#NolaBorrell
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MichaelHyndman
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#NolaBorrell
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MichaelHyndman
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#AnneGoldstein
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#SimonCasey
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#DianneCole-Baker
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#YvetteHewlett
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MalcolmGraham
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#RogerCole-Baker
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I-Can-niversary 

24-25 January 2026 

14 games 

          Name Wins Ave Club Spread 

C Grade 

1 Dianne Cole-Baker MTA 6 445 373 

2 Patricia Bennett WEL 5 30 360 

3 Judy Driscoll IND 4 78 365 

4 Jacqui McVie WEL 4 35 360 

5 Taanga Lawrence WEL 3 -13 372 

6 Glenys Hansen MTB 3 -127 332 

7 Malcolm Graham CHC 2 -265 353 

8 Simon Casey WEL 1 -183 354 

A Grade 

1 Lyres Freeth (GM) IND 15 1559 461 

2 Chris Tallman (GM) MTA 13 1015 442 

3 Cicely Bruce (GM) WRE 10 897 430 

4 Jason Simpson (E) WRE 10 594 436 

5 Murray Rogers (E) IND 9 334 397 

6 Val Mills (E) MTA 9 253 402 

7 Mike Currie (E) MTA 8 -124 403 

8 Liz Fagerlund (GM) MTA 7 -31 405 

9 Glennis Hale (GM) IND 7 -268 392 

10 Patrick Carter (GM) MTA 6 -113 388 

11 Lynn Wood IND 6 -175 378 

12 Laura Griffiths CHC 6 -523 365 

13 Yoon Kim Fong KIW 5 -871 354 

14 Jennifer Smith KIW 4 -791 364 

15 Shirley Martin KIW 3 -947 367 

16 Lorraine Van Veen IND 2 -809 368 

B Grade 

1 George Dodd MTA 10 165 395 

2 Ben Tu'itahi MTA 9 489 398 

3 Clare Wall IND 9 364 397 

4 David Gunn KIW 9 286 404 

5 Cathy Casey WRE 9 274 400 

6 Delcie Macbeth IND 9 226 399 

7 Mary Curtis WRE 9 13 388 

8 Tara Hurley MTA 9 -129 391 

9 Cooper Ashley MTA 7 -81 363 

10 Jenny Litchfield WRE 7 -102 377 

C Grade 

1 Malcolm Graham CHC 14 1165 397 

2 Mike Harris MTA 11 990 392 

3 Betty Eriksen WAN 10 535 357 

4 Suzanne Harding WRE 10 415 369 

5 Dianne Cole-Baker MTA 9 919 404 

6 Antonia Aarts MTA 9 68 360 

7 Maheu Papau T-Pole MTA 9 -101 357 

8 Frances Higham IND 7 -257 332 

9 Bronwyn Davey MTA 6 -296 350 

10 Ruth Godwin ROT 6 -497 320 

11 Spencer Woolrich MTA 5 -760 300 

12 Anne Scatchard WRE 5 -782 308 

13 Annette Caisley WRE 4 -649 314 

Nelson 

14-15 February 2026 

15 games 

          Name Wins Ave Club Spread 

A Grade 

1 Murray Rogers IND 12 413 419 

2 Mike Currie MTA 10 714 426 

3 Carolyn Kyle IND 8.5 -312 378 

4 John Baird CHC 8 -202 373 

5 Peter Johnstone CHC 7.5 -164 367 

6 Anne Goldstein CHC 6 -58 384 

7 Lynn Wood IND 4 123 392 

8 Joanna Fox CHC 4 -514 356 

B Grade 

1 Ruth Groffman DUN 12 472 380 

2 Colleen Link CHC 10 521 384 

3 Megg Hewlett CHC 9 258 390 

4 Marian Ross DUN 7 272 368 

5 Malcolm Graham CHC 7 35 375 

6 Marilyn Sinclair CHC 6 -590 338 

7 Hanna Dodge CHC 5 -426 369 

8 Tony Charlton NEL 4 -542 336 

11 Jena Yousif WRE 7 -106 383 

12 Anne Goldstein CHC 6 -8 378 

13 Mary Gray MTA 6 -39 381 

14 Lynn Carter MTA 5 -226 377 

15 Su Walker MTA 5 -420 388 

16 Merelyn Fuemana MTA 4 -706 364 

https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#DianneCole-Baker
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#PatriciaBennett
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#JudyDriscoll
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#JacquiMcVie
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#TaangaLawrence
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#GlenysHansen
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MalcolmGraham
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#SimonCasey
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MurrayRogers
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MikeCurrie
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#CarolynKyle
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#JohnBaird
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#PeterJohnstone
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#AnneGoldstein
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#LynnWood
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#JoannaFox
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#RuthGroffman
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#ColleenLink
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MeggHewlett
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MarianRoss
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MalcolmGraham
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MarilynSinclair
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#HannaDodge
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#TonyCharlton
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C Grade 

1 Llane Hadden NEL 13 767 365 

2 Kate Allen NEL 10 235 350 

3 Taanga Lawrence WEL 8 412 348 

4 Barbara Cornell NEL 8 333 343 

5 Gill Charlton NEL 4 -759 296 

6 Karen Brookes NEL 2 -988 275 

 Rotorua 

28 February —1 March 2026 

13 games 

          Name Wins Ave Club Spread 

A Grade 

1 Chris Tallman (GM) MTA 12 1320 463 

2 Howard Warner (GM) WEL 11 1446 483 

3 Andrew Bradley (GM) MTA 9 819 431 

4 Val Mills (E) MTA 9 251 410 

5 Lawson Sue (GM) MTA 8 696 435 

6 Jason Simpson (E) WRE 8 402 426 

7 Cicely Bruce (GM) WRE 6 -665 369 

8 Olivia En (E) WAN 5 -383 382 

9 Lynn Wood IND 5 -509 369 

10 Shirley Martin KIW 4 -579 366 

11 Jennifer Smith KIW 4 -786 380 

12 Yoon Kim Fong KIW 3.5 -691 372 

13 Helen Sillis WTA 3.5 -810 365 

14 Jane Walton KIW 3 -511 370 

B Grade 

1 Minuri Undugodage IND 10 692 388 

2 David Gunn KIW 8 135 379 

3 Ben Tu'itahi MTA 8 80 398 

4 Jean O'Brien IND 8 -29 358 

5 Clare Wall IND 7.5 -148 373 

6 Mary Curtis WRE 7 352 393 

7 Cooper Ashley MTA 7 114 382 

8 Mary Gray MTA 7 -101 370 

9 Tara Hurley MTA 6 253 415 

10 Joanne Morley ROT 6 -493 369 

11 Jena Yousif WRE 5 2 371 

12 Barney Bonthron KIW 5 -210 374 

13 Delcie Macbeth IND 4 -34 401 

14 Betty Eriksen WAN 2.5 -613 353 

C Grade 

1 Taanga Lawrence WEL 9.5 573 391 

2 Judy Driscoll IND 8 383 376 

3 Suzanne Harding WRE 8 235 371 

4 Mike Harris MTA 7.5 -78 351 

5 Judith Kuchler ROT 6.5 392 358 

6 Jenny Duncan ROT 6.5 -262 344 

7 Kate Terry ROT 6 -228 354 

8 Heather Landon TGA 5.5 -84 370 

9 Val Isherwood ROT 5 -151 341 

10 Phil Andrews ROT 2.5 -780 332 

D Grade 

1 Joy Hanna TGA 9 66 336 

2 Debbie Nickalls KIW 8 601 357 

3 Ruth Godwin ROT 8 84 330 

4 Jemma Henneveld MTA 8 -51 335 

5 Frances Higham IND 7 45 342 

6 Sandra Tomlinson ROT 6 58 322 

7 Annette Caisley WRE 6 -202 331 

8 Maria Quigg ROT 5 6 308 

9 Anne Scatchard WRE 5 -200 311 

10 Gwen Butler ROT 3 -407 319 

I-Can-niversary B grade winners: 

Back row: Cathy Casey (5th), Delcie 

MacBeth (6th), Ben Tu’itahi (2nd). 

David Gunn (4th) 

Front row: George Dodd (1st), Clare 

Wall (3rd) 

https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#LlaneHadden
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#KateAllen
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#TaangaLawrence
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#BarbaraCornell
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#GillCharlton
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#KarenBrookes
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Rankings as at 1 April 2026 
    Name                          Rating Wins Games %     Name                           Rating Wins Games % 

1 Howard Warner (GM) 2291 2836.5 3772 75% 

2 Chris Tallman (GM) 2226 265.5 358 74% 

3 Dylan Early (GM) 2184 455 674 68% 

4 Blue Thorogood (GM) 2161 975 1384 70% 

5 Joanne Craig (GM) 2133 546.5 843 65% 

6 Peter Sinton (GM) 2106 922.5 1330 69% 

7 Gil Quiballo (GM) 2082 243.5 400 61% 

8 Lewis Hawkins (GM) 2047 397 641 62% 

9 Andrew Bradley (GM) 2025 1285 2380 54% 

10 Lawson Sue (GM) 1990 1652 3034 54% 

11 Patrick Carter (GM) 1971 1039 1646 63% 

12 Stanley Ngundi (GM) 1923 212.5 400 53% 

13 Anderina McLean (GM) 1922 1223 2287 53% 

14 Cicely Bruce (GM) 1898 1358 2472 55% 

15 Scott Chaput (E) 1861 451 830 54% 

16 Val Mills (E) 1853 2058.5 4170 49% 

17 Jason Simpson (E) 1842 343.5 666 52% 

18 Nick Ascroft (E) 1830 406.5 742 55% 

19 Norma Fisher 1826 66 133 50% 

20 Murray Rogers (E) 1816 1480 2801 53% 

21 Karen Richards (E) 1814 147 277 53% 

22 Lynne Butler (GM) 1809 1030.5 1741 59% 

23 Paul Richards 1795 83 166 50% 

24 Glennis Hale (GM) 1791 1946 3602 54% 

25 Alexander Gandar 1753 145 236 61% 

26 Liz Fagerlund (GM) 1720 1911.5 3717 51% 

27 Mike Currie (E) 1719 261 481 54% 

28 Margie Hurly 1698 629 1271 49% 

29 Olivia En (E) 1698 1217 2374 51% 

30 Herb Ramsay 1629 398 734 54% 

31 Jane Walton 1626 482 999 48% 

32 John Baird 1611 460 849 54% 

33 Paul Lister (E) 1611 967 1800 54% 

34 Lois Binnie 1608 376.5 774 49% 

35 Laura Griffiths 1605 118.5 217 55% 

36 Karen Gray 1594 430.5 834 52% 

37 Sue McRae 1591 281.5 534 53% 

38 Paul Freeman 1584 203.5 376 54% 

39 Glenyss Buchanan 1582 833 1807 46% 

40 Vicky Robertson 1542 548 1144 48% 

41 Jeanette Grimmer 1534 479.5 975 49% 

42 Rosemary Cleary (E) 1530 1067.5 2308 46% 

43 Yoon Kim Fong 1523 993.5 1953 51% 

44 Jennifer Smith 1515 1657 3477 48% 

45 Peter Johnstone 1502 473.5 947 50% 

46 Shirley Martin 1498 1355.5 2772 49% 

47 Helen Sillis 1472 1166.5 2380 49% 

48 Aidan Robins 1458 41 67 61% 

49 Lynn Wood 1458 2921.5 6126 48% 

50 Lorraine Van Veen 1452 1355 2781 49% 

51 Stan Gregec 1430 294 557 53% 

52 Carolyn Kyle 1430 1442 2923 49% 

53 Chris Bell 1429 124 239 52% 

54 Roger Coates 1423 1026 2152 48% 

55 Sue Hensley 1421 259 467 55% 

56 Rosalind Phillips 1417 757.5 1490 51% 

57 David Gunn 1393 1678.5 3438 49% 

58 Clare Wall 1385 613.5 1210 51% 

59 Mary Curtis 1372 739 1439 51% 

60 Jonas Wiberg 1367 91 159 57% 

61 Selena Chan 1359 467.5 936 50% 

62 Nola Borrell 1335 856 1642 52% 

63 Ben Tu'itahi 1310 134.5 204 66% 

64 Suzanne Liddall 1303 312 580 54% 

65 Jean O'Brien 1303 1804.5 3620 50% 

66 Anne Goldstein 1299 488 985 50% 

67 Cathy Casey 1287 299 589 51% 

68 Jena Yousif 1285 901 1810 50% 

69 Calum Henderson 1278 89 129 69% 

70 Barney Bonthron 1271 213.5 395 54% 
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   Name                       Rating  Wins Games %    Name                       Rating  Wins Games % 

108 Colleen Cook 785 543.5 1131 48% 

109 Taanga Lawrence 779 135.5 301 45% 

110 Suzanne Harding 778 1001 1943 52% 

111 Tony Charlton 764 537.5 1127 48% 

112 Patricia Bennett 762 95 219 43% 

113 Neil Price 749 27 78 35% 

114 Judy Driscoll 737 539 1314 41% 

115 Jacqui McVie 735 30 71 42% 

116 Glenys Hansen 716 47 81 58% 

117 Maheu Papau T-Pole 715 84.5 206 41% 

118 Kate Allen 713 31 59 53% 

119 Anne-Louise Milne 677 306.5 794 39% 

120 Val Isherwood 613 132 277 48% 

121 Rodney Jardine 613 468 953 49% 

122 Jenny Duncan 589 49.5 94 53% 

123 Marc Van Hoecke 567 126 279 45% 

124 Jacqueline      

 Coldham-Fussell 565 922.5 1873 49% 

125 Phil Andrews 526 42.5 95 45% 

126 Jillian Greening 464 549 1139 48% 

127 Graeme Quinn 455 125.5 312 40% 

128 Noeline Monsef 449 148 352 42% 

129 Tim Henneveld 410 626.5 1390 45% 

130 Madelaine Green 400 222 456 49% 

131 Ruth Godwin 392 785.5 1637 48% 

132 Colin Stewart 374 17 56 30% 

133 Karen Stewart 352 77.5 245 32% 

134 David Robinson 351 19 44 43% 

135 Jan Rivers 343 48 100 48% 

136 Frances Higham 304 455.5 1171 39% 

137 Sandra McCullough 284 19 43 44% 

138 Janny Henneveld 269 646 1360 48% 

139 Gill Charlton 255 70.5 259 27% 

140 Anne Scatchard 236 931.5 1865 50% 

141 Annette Caisley 231 96 346 28% 

142 Sarah Le Gros 155 16 48 33% 

71 Tara Hurley 1263 348.5 652 53% 

72 Jenny Litchfield 1249 383 727 53% 

73 George Dodd 1246 34 50 68% 

74 Yvette Hewlett 1234 653.5 1361 48% 

75 Bernie Jardine 1229 526.5 1013 52% 

76 Mary Gray 1227 1018.5 2062 49% 

77 Delcie Macbeth 1225 1318.5 2590 51% 

78 Joanna Fox 1209 393.5 799 49% 

79 Cooper Ashley 1208 126.5 215 59% 

80 Terry Johnson 1184 27.5 43 64% 

81 Fran Lowe 1158 199 386 52% 

82 Lev Roch 1158 30 43 70% 

83 Su Walker 1146 1561 3102 50% 

84 Bev Edwards 1144 424 865 49% 

85 Paxton Hall 1141 45 57 79% 

86 Lynn Carter 1140 994 1936 51% 

87 Ruth Groffman 1129 1088 2183 50% 

88 Megg Hewlett 1114 253 456 55% 

89 Colleen Link 1099 94 157 60% 

90 Joanne Morley 1094 310 611 51% 

91 Merelyn Fuemana 1086 371 728 51% 

92 Michael Hyndman 1085 300.5 589 51% 

93 Marian Ross 1068 899 1762 51% 

94 Lyn Dawson 1043 487 946 51% 

95 Betty Eriksen 1005 2400 4794 50% 

96 Dianne Cole-Baker 1001 951 1891 50% 

97 Malcolm Graham 998 1069.5 2102 51% 

98 Roger Cole-Baker 921 1014.5 2006 51% 

99 Heather Landon 907 921.5 1854 50% 

100 Mike Harris 872 78.5 164 48% 

101 Llane Hadden 849 158.5 331 48% 

102 Simon Casey 846 23 41 56% 

103 Hanna Dodge 840 453 841 54% 

104 Jez Partridge 830 26 57 46% 

105 Vicki Jones 818 43 91 47% 

106 Antonia Aarts 811 536 1113 48% 

107 Marilyn Sinclair 810 397.5 779 51% 
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Club Club Contact Phone  
Number 

Email Meeting Day  
& Time 

Christchurch (CHC) Peter Johnstone 027 258 2629   pojopete@gmail.com  12.30 pm Wed 
6.45 pm Thurs 

Dunedin (DUN) Sue Hensley 027 424 4386   sue.hensley@gmail.com  7 pm Tues 

Featherston (FTN) Fran Lowe  021 055 4897 lowefran66@gmail.com  6.30 pm Mon 

Kapiti (KAP) In Recess  - - - 

Kiwi Scrabblers (KIW) Barney Bonthron 027 466 1970 Barney.Bonthron 
@gmail.com  

1 pm/7 pm  
Alternate 
Thurs   

Lower Hutt (LOH) Glenyss  
Buchanan 

 04 569 5433 glenyss.buchanan 
@xtra.co.nz 

7.30 pm Tues 

Martinborough (MTB)  Victoria Jones  021 054 0212 vicbjones@gmail.com Every 2nd Fri 

9.30 am  

Masterton (MAS) Sue McRae 027 4490 601 sue.mcrae.nz@gmail.com 1 pm Wed 

Mt. Albert (MTA) Val Mills 0272481701 valmillsnz@gmail.com 7 pm Mon 

Nelson (NEL) Tony Charlton  03 545 1159 tonycharlton44 
@gmail.com  

7 pm Wed 

Papatoetoe (PAP) In Recess - - - 

Rodney (ROD) Vivienne Mickelson  09 902 9207  vivienne.moss20 
@gmail.com  

12.45 pm Mon 

Rotorua (ROT) Jenny Duncan 0211179044 rotoruascrabble 
@gmail.com 

9 am Thurs 

Tauranga (TGA) Pam Fulton 0277 464 850 fultonrp@xtra.co.nz  9.15 am Tues 

Waitara (WTA) Ngaire Kemp  06 754 4017 ngairelyndac 
@slingshot.co.nz 

1 pm Wed 

Whanganui (WAN) Rosie Cleary  (06) 347 1837  rosecleary@icloud.com  1 pm Mon 

Scrabble Wellington 
(WEL) 

Nick Ascroft - nick_ascroft@hotmail.com 7 pm Thurs 

Whangarei (WRE) Jenny Litchfield   - jen.e.litchfield@gmail.com  12 pm Thurs 


