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Editorial

Here we are, back in Bowentown,
getting on to the spring edition of
Forwards 2025. It’s nice to be here on
the weekend of the finals of the World
Scrabble Champs in Ghana. It’s a pity
that the coverage didn't’ start till 11pm
our time, however that hasn’t stopped
me spending a whole day looking at
games from previous days, going to
bed early and setting my alarm to
watch the final games. It turned out
that there were six games to watch. |
may have dozed off but was kept
awake by regular messages from
Lawson during the night, telling me to
stay awake and commenting on the
games. It was pretty exciting and |
encourage you to watch what you can
on Lets Play Scrabble, Youtube,

I've been back a month, after 10
weeks away. I've often joked with my
kids that one year I'm going to spend
a year travelling the world, playing
Scrabble. My recent 10 week trip
could be as close as | get to this
dream. We started with the
Queensland Festival of Scrabble in
Townsville: the Australian Women’s
Championship (two days), two one
day tournaments on Magnetic Island,
and then Queensland Scrabble
Championship, also a 2 day
tournament. There was a good
contingent of New Zealanders
attending and we did ok. Liz came
second in the Woman’s Champs and |
came fifth in the Queensland Champs.
One interesting feature was that wine
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was available throughout the days! |
think this was courtesy of one of the
organisers, Julie Bryce — thanks Julie.
The tournaments on Magnetic Island
were relaxed and there was time to do
a bit of exploring by bus on the Island.
Public transport is very cheap. You
can read more about my/our travels in
my article in this mag. This Scrabble
was followed up by the Scrabble
Seniors in Berlin and the Continental
Challenge in Budapest.

Peggy Fehily, the organiser of the
Seniors is an American living in Berlin.
She says it’s hard to find anyone there
who plays Scrabble in English. The
venue was one of the campuses of
the school where she works, and
morning and afternoon teas were
handled superbly by students. Cicely
did well here, winning a band prize.
There was a field of 56 with players
from all around the world. It was great
to meet and play players | had only
heard of. One weird thing that
happened involved a play | made that
was challenged. My opponent did the
adjudication on his phone very quickly
and | didn’t pay much attention. |
thought he’d challenged the word I'd
played, but actually he had challenged
my hook. So | played a different word,
same hook, and of course he
challenged again! | then realised that
he hadn’t given his phone to me to
check and for me to press the
challenge button. He had done this
himself. | know it was up to me to
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New Zealanders at the Queensland Champs (missing Murray Rogers)

check the first time, but needless to
say, | wasn’t very happy!

The Continental Championship had
an Early Bird event before the main
event. Again, a really interesting
group of players including a team from
Romania. For so many of these
players, English was not their first
language, yet they were willing to give
it a go. Again, Cicely won band prizes.

While | was away, Scrabble continued
here in NZ. | was so pleased to hear
of Chris Tallman’s initiative to have a
newbies section at the Mount Albert
Tourney. This has resulted in one
person joining the Mt. Albert Club. We
will be doing the same at the
Auckland Anniversary weekend
tournament 2026. Before then we
have the inaugural NZ Women'’s
Tourney. | know there are those that
don’t agree to having a tournament
based on gender, but my opinion is
that its only one tournament, that its
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not unusual to have activities based
on gender and yes, it will be rated, but
so are other tournaments that have
other criteria (age and ratings) that
are not open to everyone. So, | will be
attending.

As you know, | will be finishing my
editor duties for this mag shortly. |
think | said the Autumn 2026 edition
would be my last, but actually it will be
the summer 2026 edition. We are in
talks with someone who has
expressed interest in the layout
editor’s job, so now we would love to
hear from anyone interested in the
editor’s position. Talk to me or
someone on the exec.

Thanks again to everyone who has
helped to make this edition another
really interesting read.

Val Mills
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Words from the President

A Wee Word about Women
and Scrabble

On 10 and 11 January 2026, Scrabble
New Zealand hosted the inaugural
Women'’s Scrabble Championship in
Auckland. The idea was hatched early
last year over afternoon tea on a club
day at the Whangarei Scrabble Club
and a discussion between myself,
Jenny Litchfield and Cicely Bruce.
Convenor Jenny Litchfield properly
took the idea to a management
meeting of the Executive and it was
duly passed unanimously. | will
devote my column in this issue to why
| think holding an annual Women’s
Scrabble Championship is great for
NZ Scrabble.

Hosting a Scrabble Tournament in
New Zealand for women by women is
a fantastic opportunity to showcase
our incredibly strong female players
and provide a dedicated space for
female players to connect and
compete. Both will encourage more
women into competitive Scrabble.

International research shows that men
and women have the same ability to
play Scrabble but that men are more
likely to achieve international success
because they put in more time than
women into solitary preparation for
competitive Scrabble such as learning
word lists.

by Cathy Casey, Whangarei

So where are women
at in New Zealand?

More women than
men play Scrabble at
their local club.
Scrabble New
Zealand currently has
302 members, 72
percent are women. More women
than men are also rated to play in
New Zealand’s extensive tournament
calendar. Analysis of our NZ rankings
shows that 89 of our 135 (or two
thirds) of our ranked players are
women.

It is when we look at the top of the
rankings that men seem to have
achieved greater competitive success.
In New Zealand’s top fifty ranked
players, half are women. In our top
twenty, seven are women. In our top
ten rated players, we currently we
have two women, Lyres Freeth at #4
and Joanne Craig at #5.

Women are as competitive as men.
We need to encourage and mentor
more women into competitive
Scrabble so they can enjoy the
excitement of climbing up the ranks.

Hosting an annual Women’s
Championship allows us to profile and
celebrate our competitive women who
have notched up considerable
individual success over the years,
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which can only encourage other
women into tournament Scrabble.

Let me remind you of some of those
female successes:

e \We have seven women who have
attained Grand Master status in
New Zealand Scrabble: Anderina
McLean, Cicely Bruce, Glennis
Hale, Joanne Craig, Liz
Fagerlund, Lynne Butler and
Lyres Freeth.

o We have four women who have
attained Expert status in New
Zealand Scrabble: Karen
Richards, Olivia En, Rosemary
Cleary and Val Mills.

e In 2024, New Zealand won the
Trans-Tasman Challenge against
Australia for the first time in 14
years. There were three women in
the winning ten-member New
Zealand team: Cicely Bruce,

¥

_— \‘,\/
Cathy Casey with Clare Wall
(lifetime member)
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Joanne Craig
and Anderina
McLean.

In 2010,
Joanne Craig
won the
individual

prize for the
highest
scoring New
Zealand player
at the Trans-Tasman Challenge.

Joanne Craig

Seven women are life members of
Scrabble New Zealand: Liz
Fagerlund, Glennis Hale, Allie
Quinn, Joan Thomas, Lynn
Wood, Clare Wall and Val Mills.
Also now deceased: Bev Barker,
Daphne Curl, Glenda Foster and
Noel Maisey.

Lyres Freeth won the 2023 New
Zealand Scrabble Championship.

Joanne Craig has won the New
Zealand Scrabble Championship
three times, in 2009, 2017 and
2022 and won the World Seniors
Championship in 2017. Joanne
also won the inaugural Australian
Women's Championship in 2023
and was runner-up in 2024.

At this year’s Australian Women’s
Championship, New Zealand
women featured strongly in the top
ten with Liz Fagerlund coming
second, Joanne Craig fifth and
Cicely Bruce sixth.



Over the years many of our top
female players have represented
New Zealand at the World
Scrabble Championships in
various countries.

Lynn Wood holds the record for
playing over 6,000 tournament
games.

Glennis Hale has played in the
Invite only New Zealand Masters
Championship 40 times (as at 1
Jan 2025). It has been held 41
times and she only missed one
due to family visiting from
overseas.

| have to end with some amazing New
Zealand Scrabble records held by
women that have stood the test of
time. Did you know that:

Since the 1987 Nationals Allie
Quinn has held the record for the
most consecutive bonus words in
one game. She played five!

Female Scrabblers of NZ

y T

At the 1997 Nationals, Ruth
O’Neil took the record for the
highest non-bonus single turn with
a whopping 135!

Since the 2001 Nationals, Yvette
Hewlett has jointly held the record
for playing the most bonus words
in one game — six!

The record for the highest single
turn was captured at the 2011
Nationals by Lynn Butler with a
score of 302!

Lyun Wood and Liz Fagerlund
(lifetime members)
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Around the World in 80 Words

(well, maybe 50 or so)

Here are words that took my fancy on
my travels and were in the books |
was reading or listening to at the time.

Townsville

AENEI: Thanks Chris Tallman for
playing this against Patrick Carter at
club, and thanks Patrick for sharing
with me. It's a new word and is an
anagram of AINEE, and yes | did get
the letters round the right way. Played
at the Women’s Championship and
challenged.

AEHIRWY: My first rack against
Margaret Grigg and luckily | saw
HAYWIRE.

POOTLE: To travel in a hurry. In the
book, Diary of Junior Doctor, Adam
Kay.

*DRUPELLA: Unfortunately not
allowed. A marine animal seen on my
trip to the Great Barrier Reef.

CANOPIC : Relating to an Egyptian
urn and seen at the Wedgewood
Exhibition in Townsville.

IMARI: A type of Japanese porcelain,
also seen at the Wedgewood
exhibition.

BANJOIST: One who plays the banjo.
The best word | played at the
Queensland Champs.
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On flight to Dubai

MIHRAB: A prayer niche, seen in the
notes provided on the aircraft.

Austria

Cicely and | did a six night bike ride
from Salzberg to Vienna. This was
self-guided but our bags were taken to
each destination for us.

FUSTIAN: A mattress seen at the
Salzberg museum

GASTHAUS,
SONTAG,

and SPATLESE: Allowable German
words. Small hotel, woman’s cape,
and sweet wine, respectively.

Netherlands

Cicely and | did another bike ride, this
time bike and boat, from Amsterdam
to Bruges. Each day you ended up
back at the boat.

EFFENDI: A title of respect for high-
ranking people (Turkish). Seen in the
Stedalijk Museum, Amsterdam

KHEDIVE: Turkish viceroy. Seen in
the opera Drama 1882 by Wael
Shawky, showing at the Stedalijk

During these journeys, we
encountered a variety of cultural
references and unique vocabulary,
each adding depth to our experiences
and understanding of the regions we



visited. From museums to local
encounters, the words we discovered
became memorable souvenirs from
our travels.

Desertion, by Abdulrazak Gurnah

QASIDA: Arabic poem of praise or
mourning.

QIBLA: The direction for Muslims to
turn when praying.

BANIAN: Indian trader.

BARAZAS: In East Africa, a public
meeting place. Anagram of
BAZAARS.

BUIBUI: Black shawl worn by African
Muslim women.

Stag Dance by Torrey Peters
POTLATCH also POTLACH: Native
American reciprocal gift giving
ceremony.

By the Sea, by Abdulrazak Gurnah

ALMIRAH: A wardrobe, chest of
drawers.

Berlin: Scrabble Seniors

MOONBOW: Rainbow formed by
moonlight

CATBIRD: American bird, allied to the
mocking bird. | missed both these
words when playing Steve Parry at
the seniors.

UMBONES: Plural of UMBO. The
rounded elevation at the centre of a
shield. Played against me by Mark
Nyman.
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Paradise Also by Abdulrazak,
Gurnah (yes, | had borrowed a few
of his books from Libby!)

LATERITE: (LITERATE) highly
weathered red soil rich in iron and
aluminum oxides.

Continental Challenge, Budapest

Looking through my scoring books
FELSITE was played against me. |
know FELSTONE, which is the same
thing, a fine grained rock with
occasional grains of quartz.

Looking through my photos | see a
menu board offering PAPRIKASH, a
traditional Hungarian dish.
R I

HONGARIAN |
- DISHES %

« GOULASH

SOUP

N
: CH[;%KE ASH

PRIK
N

Hungarian menu board featuring
PAPRIKASH

CATBOAT: A small sailboat. Seen on
the back of a t-shirt in Budapest.

PALINKA: Apricot brandy in the
Granny‘s Garden cocktail | had when
eating out with Cicely and Mary
Curtis.
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I loved the buildings in Budapest and
can’t believe | didn’t note any words.

St. Benedicts Way

Now | met up with my brother, sister
and her husband to do the Cammino
di San Benedetto in the middle of
Italy, from Norcia to Montecassino. A
300km, 16 day walk, but | ended up
biking it as my knee was not up to
walking.

ASHLAR: (LAHARS) To build with
squared stones. Seen on the
information plaque on a tiny church in
Norcia.

ENFEOFF also INFEOFF: To invest in
feudal property.

TYMPANUM: Something to do with
the ear, but also a semi-circular
decorated surface located above a
church entrance. Seen on the church
at Leonessa

YARMULKE: Skullcap. Lots of variant
spellings.

KAFFEEKLATSCH: My brother was
doing a Guardian puzzle, trying to find
the longest word with the letters EEK
in that order. This was the answer. It

CATBOAT: spotted in Budapest
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GIRASOLE: the name of a restaurant in
Italy

is an allowable German word meaning
a gathering for coffee and talk. You
can also have KLATCH and
KLATSCH which mean the same
thing.

TRAVERTINE: A pale limestone from
which the castle at Rocco Sinebalda
is built.

GIRASOLE: ULU gives the meaning
as a variety of opal but it was also the
name of the restaurant we ate at, in
Mandela.

GROSGRAIN and GROGRAM: Heavy
close-woven silk.

PILASTER: A square column partially
embedded in a wall, seen at the
abbey at Casamari. As in “the chapter
room has nine spans and four
pilasters and is used for meetings”

EREMITE: A recluse.

CENOBITE: A monk who lives in a
community. Both these words seen in
the abbey at Montecassino,
describing St Benedict: the saint of
the walk we had just done.



Four Letters of Love, by Niall
Williams

MOIL: To drudge, work hard.
| know this word but just nice to see it

being used as in ‘the moil of the town’.

Rome

Three days, with my other sister and
husband, and my brother’s husband.

DRUMLIN: Somewhere | saw this
word. Probably in a book | was
reading. It means a long hill of glacial
drift.

In the Colosseum | came across:

EQUITES: Knights. Not ok without the
S. Singular is EQUES.

LOCA: seats
TESSERA(E): Tickets

GUDGEON: In this case meaning a
socket-like fitting.

EQUITES
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Dream Count by Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie
JOLLOF: A rice dish.

NAIRA: Nigerian money.

FONIO: Nigerian dish made from the
seeds of two grasses.

COCOYAM: A tropical tuber.

BETHESDA: A non-conformist church
building.

HARMATTAN: A dry dusty wind from
the Sahara.

BOUBOU: A long flowing garment
worn in Mali. (Also BUBU).

TERMAGANT: A shrewish bullying
woman. Nine letters | know, but nice
hook for TERM or GANT.

KELOID: Hard growth of scar tissue.

GUANABANA: A tropical tree or its
fruit. Another long one but | like the

o four As.

| SOURSOP: West Indian tree with

large sour pulpy fruit.

MAMEY: Tropical plant with edible

ol fruit. It has lots of variants.

So that’s it — where | went and
what | was reading on my great
Scrabble, biking, and family
adventure.
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Using Al to support learning

about Scrabble

Regular readers will have noticed
there has been a dearth of articles on
‘learning scrabble’ over the last few
years. Alas, my work life has become
rather busy, with some of the blame
attributed to the arrival of ChatGPT.
The effect of Al on education has
been significant. At my institute, we
have had to ramp up our professional
development on Al literacies for our
teachers, so that they are able to
understand the consequences of Al to
their teaching practice and its
application into their disciplines.
ChatGPT arrived at the end of 2022.
By February 2023, we had begun pilot
projects with our early adopter
teachers. To date, the integration of Al
to support vocational education and
learning at our institute has grown to
dozens of projects, the publication of
a book collated from our nascent 2023
projects, completion of an externally
funded project (2024) along with its
accompanying reports, outputs
(chatbots) and several book chapters!
We are currently working on projects
that will be collated into another book,
along with continual testing and
evaluation of various Al agents/
platforms.

Our approach has been pragmatic, to
use Al to support learning. As a
vocational education institute, we are
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By Selena Chan, Christchurch

tasked with preparing our graduates
for the world of work. We will be doing
a disservice to our learners, if they
were not well-versed in Al when they
enter the workforce. Instead of
banning the use of Al, targeted Al
literacy development means our
teacher can adapt assessments to
include Al where relevant, or modify
assessments so that they are ‘Al-
safe’.

On to scrabble. With Al, we have a
‘study buddy’ that can be customised
to our individual learning needs. The
examples provided in this article use
Microsoft Copilot. This is our
institutional Al which has enterprise
data protection. This means that any
information we put into Al for it to work
through, does not go back into the Al
large language model (LLM)
database. Privacy, data sovereignty
and ethics are important aspects of
using Al. Most other paid versions of
Al will allow you to make your inputs
private as well but be wary of the free
versions.

Here is one way to use Al to study
scrabble:

Flash cards: given a list of words e.g.
all the four letter words with hooks.
You can ask Al to create flash cards



and the generate quizzes from the
cards.

Quizzes: these can be flash-card style,
an interactive web-based quiz,
spreadsheet-based quiz or Al-powered
quiz generator (or agent).

You select the method and ask Copilot
to build the flash cards or quiz. Copilot
will support you step by step to
complete the task. The approach is to
use Copilot to ‘walk you through’ each
step, from laying out the words in a
form that can be easily converted into
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quiz or flash card format, to generating
the quiz. Below, is an example.

Note that different Al programs
(Gemini / Notebook LM, ChatGPT,
Claude, Deep Seek) will carry these
out differently.

Firstly, provide Copilot with a prompt.

How can | build a quiz to learn the
hooks on scrabble words. | need clear
instructions to undertake the tasks.

Here is Copilot’s response:

Option 1 Flashcard-Style Quiz (Simple & Effective)

You can use tools like Quizlet, Anki, or Google Forms to create a quiz with:

+ Front: Base word (e.g,, "mile”)

+ Back: Valid hooks (e.g, "smile”, "miles")

* Include multiple-choice or fill-in-the-blank formats.

Option 2: Interactive Web-Based Quiz

If you want something more dynamic, you could build a simple web app using HTML/JavaScript or Python

(with Flask or Streamlit), It could:

» Show a base word,
» Ask the user to type or select valid hooks.

+ Give instant feedback and scoring.

| can help generate the code for this if you're interested!
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Option 3: Spreadsheet-Based Quiz
Use Excel or Google Sheets with dropdowns or conditional formatting:

+ Column A: Base word
+ Column B: User input for hook

+ Column C: Formula to check correctness

Option 4: Al-Powered Quiz Generator
If you want to automate quiz creation from a list of Scrabble words, | can help you:

+ Generate hooks for a given word list.
+ Create a quiz file (e.g., CSV or Google Forms import).

+ Even randomize questions for variety.

¢ You select an option and ask If you do not understand a step, you
Copilot to detail, step by step, how ~ can ask Copilot to explain the step in
to achieve each. Your prompt greater detail. In general, the Al is

could be: Help create a flash-card ~ quite a patient teacher. The key is to
style quiz (Option 1). | do not have ~ Work out what to ask. Copilot will
programming experience and will assist you with constructing a prompt

need each step to be clearly and improving your prompt. It can take
explained. a bit of time to get the results you
want, but in the process, you have
e Before the quiz can be created, learnt skills you never knew existed!
Copilot helps create a csv file with  Then the next time around, Copilot
the words to be used. remembers what occurred before and

will be able to draw on previous work

e Then, it provides instructions to that has been undertaken.

import the csv into Google forms

(see right page). Therefore, have a go and see the
possibilities for using Al to be your
‘personal assistant’ and ‘learning
coach’. Itis important to NOT put
anything into Al that is private or
personal. Al platforms harvest inputs
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Steps to Import Your Quiz Using Form Builder

Step 1: Install Form Builder

1. Open Google Forms.

2. Click the three-dot menu in the top-right corner.

3. Select “Add-ons”.

4. Search for “Form Builder” or click here to install it directly. google
5. Click Install and follow the prompts.

Step 2: Prepare Your CSV in Google Sheets

1. Open Google Sheets.
2. Upload the CSV file: Download it here.
3. Open the file and ensure columns are correctly formatted:
» Column A: Question
» Column B: Question Type (e.g., “Multiple Choice”)
» Columns C-F: Options
+ Column G: Correct Answer

Step 3: Use Form Builder to Import

Go back to Google Forms.

Open a blank form.

Click the puzzle piece icon (Add-ons) — Form Builder — Start.
Select your Google Sheet with the quiz.

Choose the correct columns for questions and answers.

OV =W -

Preview and click “Import Now".

from users to train and augment their ~ Check https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
large language models. Careful and Al_literacy for definition of Al literacy
ethical use of Al is a central tenet of Al and some guidelines.

literacy.

Forwords Spring 2025


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AI_literacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AI_literacy

Page 16

Mailbox

Words of Interest
Submitted by Jeff Grant, Independent

There were plenty of articles to satisfy
word-lovers in the last issue.

| completely agree with Howard’s
comments on the sorry state of
Scrabble lexicography. Contrary to
popular belief many Scrabblers are
interested in the meaning of words. As
for deleting hundreds of so-called
‘slur’ words at the whim of Collins/
Mattel, against the wishes of most
Scrabblers, it just makes us look silly.

Patrick’s ‘The Hole Story’listed many
interesting words. In our childhood,
ears were often called ‘lugs’ by adults
and an earhole was a LUGHOLE. It's
a pity we are not allowed the

*AHOLEHOLE, a Hawaiian fish

Hawaiian food fish *AHOLEHOLE.
Maybe it's offensive. There are longer
-HOLE words found online. They are
rather fanciful and not in standard
references:

12 letters: “*COUNTERWHOLE the
feminine counterpart of the Divine, in
certain theology texts
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14 letters: *CHINCHILLAHOLE joky
variant of ‘down the rabbit hole’

15 letters: *CHURCHMOUSEHOLE
humorous for a small dwelling (2013
journal)

Jennifer’s articles are always great. |
enjoyed the one about taxes with all
the -AGE words. When the NZ
Dictionary Committee submitted
evidence for HIR(E)AGE to Chambers
Dictionary in the early 1990s, this
word wasn'’t listed in any dictionary,
even the

unabridged Oxford and Webster’s.
Modern references (including Google
Al) suggest it is particularly popular in
this part of the world. About 70 Kiwi
terms submitted around that time
were subsequently accepted for use
in Scrabble. They included words like
FEIJOA, MARAE, HOON, CRAY, PAV,
HONGI and the ill-fated JANDAL.
Deletion of that last one is a travesty.
The word ‘jandal’ has been generic for
decades, much like biro, aspirin and
thermos. Try googling "wearing
jandals”: around 48 of the first 50 hits
have ‘jandals’ without a capital letter.
Most dictionaries (except the Scrabble
ones) list the uncapitalised spelling.
Come on Collins/
Chambers, we
want our jandal/s
back!




Causeway Challenge 2026

Submitted by Karen Richards,
Australia

Have you ever dreamt of playing
Scrabble in a huge room of
international players? You might have
heard of Michael Tang's original
events held at Causeway in Malaysia,
with hundreds of players of all
abilities, and heaps of games. Tough,
but great fun.

Michael is reviving his event - still
calling it "Causeway", but relocated to
Bangkok, Thailand. This is an effort to
emulate the great feeling of Kings
Cup (which | competed in for close to
20 times) as well as his Causeway
events.
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The 500 Causeway 2026 competitors
will be divided into five groups of 100,
with hefty prize money in each group.

You cannot choose which section you
are in. You will be allocated according
to your established WESPA rating,
not a provisional rating.

If you are still provisional (less than 50
games in the WESPA system), try to
play a few more events that are
WESPA-rated before the tournament.

Check your WESPA rating here,
under "Find a Player" https://
legacy.wespa.org/ratings.shtml

The event website: https://
www.causeway-challenge.com/

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

2026 Australian Women’s
Scrabble Championships
From Joanne Craig, Australia

Dates: Wednesday April 1 and
Thursday April 2 2026

Venue: Eastlake Football Club
Kingston, 3 Oxley Street, Griffith ACT
2603

Same venue as the Australian
Scrabble Championships

Wednesday April 1, arrive 8:30am for
a 9:00am start, 8 games

Thursday April 2, 9:00am start, 8
games

Cost: $100

Contact and questions:
susan.macgilliviay@gmail.com

Registration: https://forms.gle/
XBPmbTgBdpEHgKf29

Please advise of dietary requirements
at registration.

Register by 23 March 2026.
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Scottish Slang

(a wee Scottish poem from The Glesga Poet, as seen on Tiktok)

Lets start things AFF WAE the word
EEJIT

It's as good a word as any
It means idiot, NUMPTY or BAMPOT
And you’ll find them 10 a penny.

Another Scottish Cracker,

Lets go with the *Heebie *Jeebies
Like when something freaks you out
And makes you feel a little creepy.

BAWBAG is a common word
Put literally it means testical sack

But can all be used as derogatory
term

When you’ve been slagged.

GALLUS means you're something
else

You've just got a certain flair

That makes people turn their heads to
SWATCH

SWATCH, that means to look or
stare.

You've heard of Cockney rhyming
slang

That’s getting nothing on the Scots
Our interpretation of rhyming patter
Will have you tied up in linguistic
knots
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If you're pale in your complexion
We might say you’re *PEELY WALLY
And if best friends with someone

We might say ‘Oh, they’re AWFY
PALLY

If someone refers to your corn beef,

They could mean your GNASHERS or
your teeth

And pan breeds another way of
saying

Unfortunately you’re DEID.

If you’re BALTIC it means you'’re
*CHITTERY CAULD

For us that’s most of the time
And DREICH means its dull and wet

BUCKIE or tonic, they’re bottles of
wine

‘Mad wae’ means getting drunk

So does BLOOTERED, *STOATING
and STEAMING

Gone *TONTO means you're oot on a
mad one

And if you're raging or BEALING

If you've a blank expression on your
face

Some might say you’re looking
GLAIKIT



And we’d say CLAES for clothes

And instead of jacket we say *JAIKET.

Instead of ordering a sandwich
We'd always ask for a piece.

And if you’re granny’s had enough of
your SHITE

She might tell you ‘Hold your
WHEESHT’

DOOLALLY means you're a wee
screw loose

A few cards short of playing the full
deck.

And if you've got no shame or
embarrassment

We’d say you’ve got on hell of a brass
neck.

If you’re not the cleanest of humans

We might say you're BOGGING,
*MOCKIT it or MANKY

And look at him, the big streak of
PISH

If he’s tall and lanky.

If you’re packing up and moving
house
We'd say you'd doing a FLITTING.

And if you're really getting on my
nerves

I'll say you’re ripping my knitting

And if you pour a glass of tap water
You’re on the council juice.
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Oban, Scotland. Sent to my by my Scottish
friend Gordon Andrews

‘After a watery sunset last night....a dreich

Scottish morning, not cold, just dreich.....’

Spam Valley refers to the scheme up
the road

Where they’ve managed to buy their
house

And then there’s wee pockets of
colloquial slang

That differs from scheme to scheme

And language changes through the
years

New words for a new young team.

But distinctive as it is

These words we Scots say

Pure gibberish to you

But we wouldn’t have it any other way.

Ed: Google ‘The Glesga Poet’ to hear
this poem being read and to hear
more of her poems.
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In the News

Bob Jackman OAM

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-01-
25/2025-australia-day-honours-list-
recognises-indigenous-
leaders/104854634

An article about Bob Jackman getting
an OAM (Order of Australia Medal).
Below is the extract that refers to
Bob.

For services to competitive Scrabble,
Bob Jackman has been honoured with
a Medal of the Order of Australia.

The Sydneysider estimates he has
played about 10,000 games across
countless local and national
tournaments.

"It was a learning tool for finding out
about different animals, chemistry,
geography, everything," he said.

"There's a hell of a lot of interesting
vocabulary out there that comes to life
when you play a game like Scrabble."

Mr Jackman was first introduced to
the game in the 1970s.

He turned professional after a life-
changing car accident in the 1990s.

"By accident, | got into Scrabble big
time, because when | was recovering
... I decided I'd learn a lot of words
and get good at the game," he said.
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Now president of the New South
Wales Scrabble Club, he has
organised 150 competitions over the
years, navigating challenges like the
COVID-19 pandemic and the
introduction of word game apps and
websites.

"I'm happy to receive [the Medal of the
Order of Australia], and maybe
hopefully shine a bit of a light on
Scrabble and let people know there is
an organised scene," he said.

Bob Jackman with wife Liz at
Government House
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Collins Word of the year

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/woty

‘Vibe coding’, an emerging software
development that turns natural
language into computer code using
Al, has been named Collins’ Word of
the Year 2025. The term was
popularised by Andrej Karpathy,
former Director of Al at Tesla and
founding engineer at OpenAl, to
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describe how Al enables creative
output while he could “forget that the
code even exists”.

Runners up were:

Aura Farming, biohacking,
*broligarchy, clanker, *coolcation,
glaze, HENRY, micro-retirement, and
*taskmasking.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Ask Liz

At a recent
tournament, a
player was taking
tiles from the bag
and holding them
below the table
before transferring
onto their rack.
They had no idea
this was not okay, but | pointed out
that the opponent has no idea how
many tiles they have withdrawn from
the bag and whether any additional
tiles may be left on their lap!

Liz Fagerlund

Every action when you play should
put you above suspicion, and doing
this does not, and is certainly a cause
for concern for the opponent.

Here are the rules that apply to taking
tiles from the bag.

by Liz Fagerlund, Mt. Albert

6.1.2 When drawing tiles the proper
procedure is to hold the bag above
the table so that the contents are not
visible, show an open palm, and draw
the required number of tiles from the
bag and place them face down in front
of the player. They should then be
transferred to the rack upon
confirmation that the correct number
has been drawn.

12.3 Any transaction, i.e. changing of
tiles, renewing the tiles on the rack
after a turn, putting overdrawn tiles
back in the bag, should always be
done above the table where the
transaction can be seen openly.
Refer to Rule 6.1.2.
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The Neverending Quest for New

Players:

A Potential Breakthrough?

| was enjoying a treat on an August
day at Muffin Break at Westfield St.
Luke’s - those at the Kiwi club may
remember my penchant for muffins! -
when | decided, spur-of-the-moment,
to text Liz to suggest a few ideas
around recruiting new players to play
in the October Mt. Albert tournament.
The idea eventually came to life, and
worked out very well, thanks to the
many people that contributed in some
way (you can read about them in our
“Newsflash” section of our website).

The idea wasn’t completely foreign to
New Zealand, as Wellington Club has
hosted similar events in the past. Still,
it is a bit of a departure from our usual
recruitment model - it's a “tournament
to club pipeline” instead of “club to
tournament”. The standard thinking is
that new players need to learn the
basics in a lower-stakes environment
before being ready for tournament

play.

My opinion is not that the club-to-
tournament route is not valuable - it is
rather that both avenues are worth
pursuing.

| was convinced of this for a few
reasons:
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By Chris Tallman, Mt. Albert

One was my experience directing
tournaments in 2023 and Christmas
2024 in Vancouver. The club there
has many long-time members, but
new blood was rare - | was the
youngest new player for over 10 years
until a new 22 year old hotshot named
Chris Cheng (Tara used to tease me
that | was more excited about him
than the girl | drove home each
week...), a Scrabble stream-watcher,
joined the first tournament |
organised, and has since joined the
club proper. He isn’t the only one
either - they’ve gotten 8 new players
from the “tournament-to-club”
pathway just in the past few years.

Another was the lack of immediate
success our advertising campaign
had last year. Our posters and cards
admonishing people to “Join a
Scrabble Club” didn’t seem to be
producing results. People seemed
interested in the moment, but few
actually took the leap. My suspicion
was that people need more of a push
to join than what our general ads were
offering - they need an event on a
specific date to put on their calendar.
Then | thought - what better event to
give newcomers an exciting first
experience than a tournament, which



is when the most “buzzy”
atmospheres we have are created by
our clubs showcasing their best to the
world.

| also wanted to convert our online
success into actual membership
gains. Our livestreams are already
helping in this regard, but | wondered
if paid digital advertising would be
worth it for us, to help convert stream-
watchers and radio-listeners and Nigel
fans alike into players. | had chatted a
bit with Courtney, Alexander’s partner,
about strategies for this when we
wanted to help the spread of our
promotional YouTube video, as she
has experience advertising for her
bookshop, Lamplight Books. On her
advice, we did an “A-B test” with two
ads for a day - one emphasizing the
“‘competitive” aspect and one the
“‘community” aspect of our scene. The
“‘community” version led to many more
visits to our website, so we used that
one going forward.

Even though I'm not the biggest Mark
Zuckerberg fan, which is something |
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wrestled with, | have to admit that the
Facebook ads worked even better
than | expected. We got so much
interest that Liz had to turn people
away, and | had to take the ads down
early so she wouldn’t be further
inundated. The cost was reasonable
too - | spent just over $50 on the ads,
and surely the lifetime value of one
new consistent player to their home
club and to the association, even in a
purely financial sense, is much
greater than that. We didn’t neglect
the real-life aspect either - we printed
some posters (which unfortunately
used a “****load of ink” - sorry, Liz!),
and put them up in libraries. We also
asked players to reach out to their
own networks (thanks Bernie and
Maramal!). Still, the majority of the
interest came from the online ads.

We were also uniquely ready to try
this now. SNZ has just purchased ten
StarBoards sets via WYSC, and | was
eager to put them to use. Liz (no
surprise to anyone reading) was
instrumental — communicating with

Mt. Albert beginners tournament in action, with Julie Atkinson as director
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all the interested newbies and figuring
out how to set clocks to 30 minutes
(we wanted to give a bit more time).
Of course, this wouldn't have been
possible without Julie Atkinson, who
adapted her expertise as a Bridge
tutor to be the dedicated director and
shepherd for the new players.

During the tournament, the eight
newbies played a five game partial
round robin under Julie’s watchful
eye. They were able to walk around
between games and observe how the
“professionals” did it, and also chat
with us. | could tell they were
impressed with the national scale of
our community when our emcee Mike
Currie asked people from various
clubs across New Zealand to raise
their hands, and when we revealed
that several of our long-time members
know and have played against our
media superstar (Nigel, of course).

How did our first “beginners’ grade”

translate into longer-term involvement
in Scrabble? One concern that several
of the organisers had, especially given

to was to expect half of the people
that signed up to actually attend. Well
- MTA club has gained at least one
regular club attendee (Spencer),
another potential one (Jern), and it
seemed that the others (who all
showed up, thanks in no small part to
Liz checking up on them) all had a
great time, so who knows which of
them might circle back with us.

Although running this Beginners’
grade did require the MTA club
committee to do some work (thank
you!), | strongly feel that this can be
replicated in other locations as well.
SNZ is happy to lend our boards
around and help with advertising and
advice to any club or person that
wants to give it a shot. We learned a
lot from this first foray and | think you'll
be surprised just how much latent
interest there is in Scrabble out there.
The organisers of the Jafa-Versary
have expressed interest in round two
in January, so I’'m looking forward to
welcoming another slate of beginners
into the scene soon.

we didn’t charge the newbies any
entry fee, was that we’d attract
proverbial “window shoppers” that
would be unlikely to return past our |
“meetup-style” event. | was less
interested in getting the “shiny new
player photo-op” and more
interested in trialling this idea with
an eye to long term growth. And a
related concern was that some of
them wouldn’t show up. A rule I'd
heard from the organiser of a hiking
MeetUp group Tara introduced me
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Beginners tournament in progress
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Mt. Albert Beginner's Grade

Report

Ed: Some of the information below is
repeated from the previous article but
| thought it was worth printing it as it
will be helpful for other clubs wanting
to have a ‘newbie’ division.

Rationale and Idea Formation

e Advertising a tournament gives a
time-focused event for people to
join, rather than “join our clubs any
time you want” which was proving
less successful

e ltis possible that targeted, paid
digital advertising for specific clubs
(ie. MTA club, WEL club etc) could
work, but this would be expensive
if run continuously. Advertising for
tournaments only allows maximum
ROI as the ads only need to run a
week or two before the event.

e Tournaments are Scrabble at its
best - many more

By Chris Tallman, Mt. Albert

We could provide free entry given
the tournament venue is paid by
the main tournament field. We
didn’t want any friction towards
people joining, which a cost would
provide.

We wanted people to win a bit of
money their first time playing - so
Chris donated $50 NZD to the
beginner’s prize pool. This was
split widely ($20, $10, $5 for first,
second and third and $5 for three
other prizes) so many people
would walk away a bit richer. Our
idea was that when people “win”
their first time, they’re more likely
to stick around in the scene.

Advertising

Alexander Gandar designed our
poster:

eople around, : - SCS A =
peop e ARE YOU GOOD AT SCRABBLE?
excitement, “buzzy

atmosphere, and clubs WANT TO GIVE COMPETITIVE SCRABBLE A GO?
are already putting in AND WIN CASH PRIZES?

effort to show out-of-

I'he Mt Albert Scrabble Club is holding a beginner’s tournament.

town players their club
at its best. We were
betting that showing
newcomers this first is

Free entry! Sunday October 5th, 5 games, starting 9.30AM.

n hand te d at shee

the best way to hook Register your interest with Liz: serabbliz@inspire.net.nz @

them.

Tournament poster
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Chris spent a total of $52.20 to
advertise the event on Facebook.
This translated to a spend of $4.93
per day for 10 days, from 6-15
September.

The poster was posted on the
Scrabble New Zealand Facebook
page, and this post was used for
the ads. The text of the post read
“We'd love to welcome you into our
community - Give it a go!” This text
was chosen due to earlier
advertising tests indicating that
people responded better to a
“‘community” message rather than
a “competitive” message. The
word “competitive” was still
emphasized on the poster.

The demographics we targeted
were ages 18-60. This is because
if we included 65+, the algorithm
would show the ad exclusively to
people 65+, and we wanted to
attract a broader age range. We
targeted people from Auckland that
were interested in card games,
word games, and strategy games.

We reached 7329 unique accounts
with this advertising and got 160
link clicks (to the SNZ website).

We also put the poster up at New
Lynn Library from 6 September,
and brought some posters to the
club for members to distribute.
George put the poster up on IG,
and Marama put up physical
posters at her workplace at RNZ.

We put the poster up on Slack and
on the NZ Scrabble FB group page
and encouraged players to have
their family and friends join in.

Ben contributed $30 to advertising
costs (paid to Chris).

Responses

Our poster directed people to
email our tournament director, Liz
Fagerlund. This enabled Liz to
coordinate the beginner’s grade
entries with the overall tournament.

Initially, we were unsure of the
response we’d get, so Liz told
anyone that contacted her that we
needed a minimum of
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four people to run the
beginner’s grade. It
would be helpful to have
a few “prop” players that
are willing to be
backups so that we
don’t have to say this to
enquirers in the future.

e We got eight
responses within 10



days. There ended up being space
for only eight beginners in the
venue, so the paid digital ads were
taken down once this limit had
been reached. The other
advertising streams were still
active though and Liz got three
more enquiries after this, and had
to put them on a waiting list. In
addition, one club member wanted
some family members to play, and
we couldn’t accommodate them
due to space. All of this indicates
that if ads had been running for
longer and everyone could be
accommodated, we could have
had up to 20 new players!

Liz did a great job contacting each
player and updating them on the
status of the beginners’ grade, and
ensuring a few days before that
everyone was still coming.

The Event

We had an amazing dedicated
“newbies” director, Julie.

One of the concerns with having
more than eight newbies was that
it'd be too much work for Julie to
manage more people

We used four StarBoards semi-
pro. SNZ had recently acquired
10, and they worked well

We used four clocks already
owned by SNZ - Liz figured out
how to set them for 30 minutes
instead of 25. We felt that the
newbies would need more time
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given that new players at clubs
often struggle with timed games.

We provided lists of two and three
letter words for players to use
during games. This was okay
since the beginner’s grade was
not rated.

As the beginner’s grade games
were longer, the timing worked out
so that the beginner’s played two
games in the time the main
tournament played three.

We had the beginner’s grade on
the second day (Sunday) of the
main weekend tournament, so that
the prizegivings would line up at
the end.

The beginner’s grade started at
9:30 am, and the main tournament
started at 9 am. This was
workable, but in the future we’d
start them at the same time so that
the new players could be
welcomed at the beginning. The
schedules lined up to start out
after lunch, so the players were all
welcomed by name by the
tournament MC, Mike.

The newbies grade had eight
players playing five games. We
paired them using a partial round
robin.

The newbies all seemed to be
enjoying themselves. They were
encouraged to watch games from
the main tournament if they were
finished playing, and to talk among
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themselves and to the tournament
players (this is largely due to the
culture at MTA club which
encourages this).

Our youngest new player, 17 year
old Sameen, and his younger
brother Aheeb who tagged along,
played a few games during the
breaks, helped by our youth
players Cooper and Maheu. All the
kids seemed to get along great.

We had two players connected to
a club member (family/friends),

and six members of the public in
the end. We asked the players
how they found out about the
tournament, and the responses
were most of them found it through
our Facebook advertising.

We gave out club information to all
attendees, and some of them
indicated that they’d join our club.
One player (Spencer) attended the
club the next day, and another
joined our Facebook group.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Puzzle Pozzy

Too Long for Scrabble
By Patrick Carter, Mt. Albert

-
%

The answers to this quiz are really too long for scrabble. In one case quite
literally as one of the words is more than 15 letters long, so won't even fit on
the board. Even the ones that will fit are very unlikely to ever be played.
However wordsmiths out there might try to see how close they can get to
the maximum possible score on this challenge. You have to find at least
one word in each of these categories. Feel free to check the dictionary to
test the validity of anything you only think might be a word.

1.

o &~ w BN

The longest word you can get where the only vowels are As.

The longest word you can get where the only vowels are Es.

The longest word you can get where the only vowels are Is.

The longest word you can get where the only vowels are Os.

The longest word you can get where the only vowels are Us.

Try to get as high a score as you can when you add up the length of all 5 words

Answers on page 35.
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Scrabble Anagrams

by Jeff Grant, Independent

The word SCRABBLE is seldom played in a game of Scrabble. In thousands of
tournament, club and social games over more than 50 years | have never
played it, or had it played against me. Occasionally I've heard of it cropping up,
but can’t recall any details. How many of you have actually played the word
SCRABBLE? Were blanks used?

Here are ten transposals of ABBCELRS. Only the first two are allowed in
Scrabble.

e SCRABBLE: to scratch, scrape, e *CRABBELS: people surnamed
scrawl or scramble. Crabbel [ancestry.com]
A word-building game e *CARLEBBS: from Dublin, Ireland
[Facebook]

e CLABBERS: handfuls, dollops,
mud (pl.). e *SCRABBEL: San Francisco-
based indie pop duo [Net]

A variant of Scrabble where valid

words are Only required to form e *SCARBLEB: a board game for
dyslexics

anagrams of acceptable words

e *CABBLERS: iron-smelting
workers who break up flat pieces
of partially finished iron for fagoting
[Oxford English Dictionary]

e *SCABBLER: a hammer with a
chisel point used for dressing
stone [English Dialect Dictionary]

e *CRABBLES: creeps, crawls or
clambers like a crab [Wiktionary]

Great CRABBLES Wood and
CRABBLES Bottom are places in
Kent, England [Wikipedia]

e *BRABLECS: people with the m— -
Czech surname Brablec *SCARBLEB magnet, as seen at Jeff’s
[Wiktionary] house
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Animal Words

By Patrick Carter, Mt. Albert

This article stems from a game where | played EQUINES and it was challenged
on the grounds that “some of those animal words don’t take an S” That is true,
but fortunately EQUINE was one that did take an S. However, as you can see
from the list below it isn’t easy to spot a reason why some of them do and some
of them don't. There are probably animal words that | have missed, but then the
same is apparently true of our dictionary. Google tells me that a word to
describe otters is *lutrine, but there is nothing like that in our dictionary, which is
why you won't see it on the list below. It is a shame,
because if you have those seven letters there is currently
no word for them. *Cygnine appears to be an adjective for
swans, but once again there is nothing in our dictionary.
All the words below are valid. Some could be very useful,
but good luck on ever playing something like

HYSTRICOMORPHS!
Ant: MYRMECOID. Cat: FELID(s), FELINE(s)
Antelope: BUBAL(s), BUBALE(s), Calf: VITULINE

BUBALINE, ANTILOPINE
Centipede: SCOLOPENDRID(s),

Ape: SIMIAN(s), SIMIOID SCOLOPENDRINE
Bat: CHIROPTERAN(s), Cobra: ELAPID(s), ELAPINE
VESPERTILIONID(s), _

Bear: URSID(s), URSINE Crab: CANCRINE

Bull: TAURINE(s) Deer: CERVID(s), CERVINE

Butterfly: PIERID(s),

PIERIDINE. & Dog: CANID(s), CANINE(s)

Camel: CAMELID(s), J Dolphin: DELPHINOID(s)

CAMELINE(s), PIERID(s)/  Donkey: ASININE
CAMELOID(s) PIERIDINE
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Dove: COLUMBINE
(s)

Elephant:
ELEPHANTINE

Falcon:
FALCONINE

VULPINE

Fish: PISCINE(s)

Fox - VULPINE

Eagle: AQUILINE

Finch: FRINGILLID, FRINGILLINE.
Frog: RANID(s), RANINE

Goat: CAPRID(s), CAPRINE,
HIRCINE

Gull: LARINE
Hare: LEPORID(s), LEPORINE.
Hawk: BUTEO(s), BUTEONINE(s)

Horse: EQUID(s),
EQUINE(s)

Hyena:
HYENOID,
HYENINE

Jellyfish:
SCYPHOZOAN(s)

STRIGINE

Kangaroo: MACROPOD(s)
Kite: MILVINE

Leech: HIRUDINOID,
HIRUDINEAN(s)

Lemur: LEMUROID(s),
LEMURINE(s)
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Leopard: PARDALE(s)
PARDALIS(es), PARDINE

Lion: LEONINE

Lizard: SAURIAN(s), LACERTID(s)
LACERTINE(s), LACERTIAN(s),
LACERTILIAN(s)

Manatee: MANATOID.

Mite: ACARID(s), ACAROID,
ACARINE(s)

Mongoose: VIVERRID(s),
VIVERRINE(S)

Mouse: MURINE(s)

Opossum: DIDELPHID(s),
DIDELPHIAN, DIDELPHINE.

Orangutan: PONGID(s)
Oriole: ICTERID(s), ICTERINE
Ostrich: STRUTHIOID(s)

Owl: STRIGINE

Oyster: OSTRACEAN(s)
Parrot: PSITTACINE(s)

Peacock: PAVONE(s), PAVONIAN.
PAVONINE

PARDALE(s)
PARDALIS(es), PARDINE
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Perch: PERCID(s),
PERCINE

Pig: PORCINE.
SUILLINE

Pigeon: PASSERINE
(s)

Porcupine:
HYSTRICOMORPH(s)

Rattlesnake: CROTALINE
Salamander: SALAMDROID(s)
Seal: OTARINE

Shark: SELACHIAN(s)

Sheep: OVINE(s)

Shrew: SORICOID. SORICINE
Slug: LIMACINE

Snake: SERPENT(s),

SERPENTINE(s), OPHIDIAN(s),
VIPERINE

Smelt: ATHERINE(s)
Songbird: OSCININE

Spider: ARACHNID(s),
ARACHNOID(s)

Squirrel: SCIURID(s), SCIURINE(s),

CETACEAN(s)
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SCIUROID

Swallow: HIRUNDINE
Thrush: TURDINE

Tiger: TIGROID, TIGRINE
Toad: BATRACHIAN(s)
Vulture: VULTURINE
Wasp: VESPID(s), VESPINE
Whale: CETACEAN(s)

Weasel: MUSTELID(s),
MUSTELINE(s)

Wolf: LUPINE(s)
Woodpecker: PICINE

Worm: VERMIAN, HELMINTH(s),
HELMINTHOID, LUMBRICOID

Zebra: ZEBROID, ZEBRINE(s)

Ed: Thanks Patrick. We have had
various “animal” articles before but
this on showing which of the adjectival
words take

an ‘S’is
helpful.

PICINE



Club News

Whangarei Scrabble Players
Pay Tribute to Margaret Toso -
Friend and Club Member

We were saddened earlier this year
by the passing of Margaret Toso,
member of the Whangarei Scrabble
Club. Margaret lived at the Palms
Lifestyle Village in Whangarei and is
fondly remembered. Margaret was a
long-standing and highly respected
member of our club.

Lynn Thomson, founding club
member, particularly recalled their
long-standing friendship and their
many Monday games they played in
each other’'s homes across their
respective lifestyle villages. Our
matches were always competitive”,
and as Lynn put it, “to win against
Margaret was something”.

Allie Quinn, competitive Scrabble
player and club Life Member also paid
special tribute to her friend. They
shared many Scrabble moments over
the years. Margaret, ever the cautious
driver, would travel South to Auckland
Scrabble tournaments with Allie
beside her in the passenger seat.
Scrabble tournaments fuelled their
friendship.

Other club members remember
Margaret for her impressive lexicon
knowledge. She sat at the same table
at the N wall of the Bridge Club rooms
each Scrabble Club Thursday. Margie
Hurley, who often played her, said,
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“she had
an
amazing
grasp of
four and
five letter
words.”
Lynn
added,
“some
wondrous words.” Many of us who
played Margaret during club games
often left the table after the endgame
with a new Scrabble lesson learned.
When challenged, Margaret would sit
calmly, poker-faced, while her
opponent second guessed
themselves — only to discover her
wordplay was valid. Five extra points,
and a moment of satisfaction.
Margaret was often quietly amused.

Margaret Toso

To us in Whangarei, Margaret was
more than a good Scrabble player —
she was a warm, steady, pleasant
presence at our annual tournaments,
celebrations and Christmas lunches.
She loved a good laugh, a
conversation and brought her unique
sense of fun to our games. Margaret,
you leave us with fond memories and
a legacy of words well played.

On behalf of us, Lynn, for whom
Monday games were ‘our special time
and place’, has the last say: Rest in
peace, dear Margaret.

Go in grace.

Forwords Spring 2025
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World Youth Scrabble Champs

| first met Maheu Papau T-Pole and
his mother Marama at the Mt. Albert
tournament in January 2024. | could
see he was keen and he took his
losses well.

| first met Cooper Ashley at the
Nationals in Wellington in June 2024
and spent some time with both him
and Maheu to get a feel of their
abilities.

| first saw Lev Roch at a Christchurch
club night in September 2024 and
could see he definitely had potential.
It was about this time that the
possibility of the Association sending
one or more participants to the WYSC
in Kuala Lumpur came into the
conversation.

| took the initiative to coach Maheu
and Cooper together for eight hours
prior to the Mt. Albert tournament in
January of this year. As a result,
Cooper was away and has improved
in leaps and bounds since. Maheu
has definitely improved also. Chris
Tallman picked up the reins since and
has coached them regularly before
club nights. Lewis Hawkins has
coached Lev on a regular basis and
his improvement is obvious. Fast
forward to 30 August 2025. The three
boys, accompanied by their mums,
were in Kuala Lumpur Malaysia for
the three day WYSC. There were 218
participants from 16 countries.
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By Murray Rogers, Independent

The boys did us proud winning 36
games out of 72 between them:
Maheu (age 12) on 13 wins in 90th
place, Lev (age 12) on 12 wins in
109th place, and Cooper (age 16) on
11 wins in 144th place. The overall
winner, Madhav Gopal Kamath from
India, aged 15, won 21 of 23 games
and is apparently rated number seven
in the world. This gives us an idea of
the level of competition. Second was
Abdulqudus Olawale of Nigeria on 19
wins. Oscar Ivanovski was the top
Australian in 11th place and Sophia
Ekeruche of Nigeria was the top girl in
12th place. Other top ten players were
three from Pakistan, two from Sri
Lanka, and one each from India,
Singapore, and England. The other
countries represented were Hong
Kong, Malaysia, Thailand, Romania,
the Philippines, Kenya, Nepal, and the
United States.

Here are quotes from the lads:

Lev: It was great to meet so many
new people and to play others from
different countries.

Maheu (via his mum): He did so well,
he learnt so much from that level of
competition with other youth.

Cooper: The World Youth was an
amazing experience that allowed me
to meet many new Scrabble
enthusiasts from home (as | had



never met Lev in person
before) and from abroad. It was
truly an unforgettable
competition and | am so
grateful to everyone who made
my attendance possible.

The Association supported
them with coaching and with
financial assistance to get them
there and | reckon it was well
worth it. The Executive and
Youth Committees are looking
at more ways to give youth
opportunities to participate and
upskill in Scrabble. Watch this
space and you might want to e e
be involved one way or Maheu Papau T-Pole, Cooper Ashley and Lev Roch

another. at the World Youth Scrabble Championship in
Malaysia
Puzzle Pozzy Solutions A

Too Long for Scrabble — Solutions
From page 28.

1. A: (13 letters) CRYPTANALYSTS, BRACHYDACTYLY,
HANDCRAFTSMAN or TARAMASALATAS

2. E: (17 letters) DEFENCELESSNESSES or DEFENSELESSNESSES
3. 11 (14 letters) INDIVISIBILITY or SCRIPTWRITINGS

4. O: (15 letters) MORPHOPHONOLOGY

5. U: (12 letters) SULPHHYDRYLS or UNTRUTHFULLY

Forwords Spring 2025
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Call me Stupid

“You're stupid,” you said.
“Stupid, stupid, STUPID!” you cried.

Yes, there’s plenty that’s wrong with
my head

I’'m stupid — I've never denied:

I'm a BEETLEHEAD, a BLOCKHEAD,
a WOODENHEAD for sure

BOOFHEAD or SAPHEAD — I'm head
words galore

Perhaps I'm a DUMBHEAD
Or maybe a NUMBHEAD

A CLARTHEAD, a MEATHEAD, a
MUTTONHEAD and more:

Like KNOBHEAD, KNOTHEAD,
FEATHERHEAD and such

While BUFFLEHEAD and
CHUCKLEHEAD are bound to
besmutch

Call me a DICKHEAD
Or even a THICKHEAD

Or perhaps say DUMMELHEAD
(which sounds like it's Dutch).

Call me a JUGHEAD, or
DUNDERHEAD, if you will

Or maybe a CHOWDERHEAD, if that
gives you a thrill

BUTTHEAD’s a curse
(But FUCKHEAD is worse!)
And FUCKFACE isn’t run-of-the-mill.
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By Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers

A word like SOFTHEAD perfectly
describes me

But the short version of LUNKHEAD
says it succinctly

The little word LUNK
Says | have a brain full of junk

I'm a NUM(B)SKULL - (plus or minus
the B).

My brain’s a human one, full of old
rust

A LAMEBRAIN or PEABRAIN — it
needs a good dust

Its dominant feature,
The size of a small creature -

So call me BIRDBRAIN or
BEETLEBRAIN if you must.

I’'m happy to answer to the name
THIMBLEWIT

And understand why | get labelled
DUMBSHIT

Call me HALFWIT or DIMWIT
Even FUCKWIT or NITWIT

Whatevs . .. I'm
always some kind
ahways o ROALD

D

I’'m a CLODPATE
or two spellings of

CLODPOLE : : ;
(POLL) PN
And ASS, an THE TWITS
ASSHOLE or Tllustrations by Quentin Blake




ARSEHOLE
Call me DORK, DUNCE or DUBBO
A DOLT, DRIP or DUMBO

Or the obsoletes, MOME or
JOBERNOWL.

There are highfalutin words like
ARCHFOOL

Or the more common DAMFOOL or
FOOL

MAMPARA and the two-O’d DOOFUS
NUMKIN or the two-U’'d DUFUS
And the popular slang word, TOOL.

South Africans mutter JAAP or DOF

While Germans favour
the dismissive
DUMMKOPF

Aussies say DRONGO

And sometimes just
NONG - oh -

And THICKO when they
want to scoffl

A DULLARD, a MUPPET
and a WALLY

I’'m often called
CORNFLAKE for my folly

It's not idyllic
To be labelled a PILLOCK

And three versions of NINCOMPOOP
aren’t jolly.

I’'m called BRAINLESS, SENSELESS
and DENSE

Because I'm lacking in brains and
commonsense

When folks call me BARMY
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They’re not being smarmy
They usually intend real offence.

I’'ma COOF, a MORON, a GAUPUS,
a SCHMO

Shakespeare would’ve called me an
ASINICO

I'm DIVVY and BOOFY
WITLESS and GOOFY

I'm DOPY, a NIMROD - known to be
SLOW!

Words like IDIOT and IMBECILE (I
can easily recite ‘em)

DORB and BUFFOON (I can also
spell and write ‘em)

STAUMREL and OAF
(STUPID words, both)
| could go on and on, ad Infinitum.

So...

You might well say I’'m stupid!

But when all’s said and done

I know 99 words for stupid

And you could only insult me with one!

Ed: Or you could make it 100 with
NUMBNUT! | recently put some words
ending in NUT into my *cardbox and
this one came to mind immediately
when rereading this article.
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Golden Bay Schools
Tournaments

By Murray Rogers, Independent

Golden Bay Primary Schools | have been told that Takaka Primary
tournament always wins in sports, although |
haven't verified this.
Golden Bay Primary Schools
tournament was held on Tuesday 18
November 2025. Two schools
participated; Motupipi with seven
students, and Takaka Primary with six
students.

Despite the difference in results
everyone seemed to enjoy the
experience.

Four plays | emphasised during the
year:

There were six in A Grade with
everyone playing three games versus
the other school. The B Grade
consisted of seven players with three 2. Power tiles on power spots
Motupipi students playing two games,

the rest three, versus the other 3. Parallel plays

school. The results were quite 4
lopsided this year with Motupipi

winning 16.5 games out of 18.

1. Front and back hooks making 2
perpendicular words

. Using S's and blanks wisely

In the nine years | have
been holding this annual
tournament Motupipi
has won eight times and
lost only once, and by a
narrow margin.
Interesting as their
enrolment is much
smaller. But then again
NZ has a small
population for countries
on the world Scrabble
scene and look at how
well we do in

|nternat.|<.)nal | Murray Rogers with Motupipi students and their winning
competitions! certificates
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Golden Bay High Schools
tournament

The Golden Bay High School
Scrabble tournament was held on
Thursday 20 November 2025.
Fourteen students from years seven
to nine participated, including two
home schoolers.

They were divided into four grades
based on ability. There were three
grades, two of four players each who
played each other once for three
games total and the C grade with six
players using a Swiss draw format.

Highlights were EQUIPES (see photo,
but actually her opponent played it),
and Jackson having JACKSON on his
rack, although not valid, still couldn't

play it.

| used the single challenge rule unlike
the primary children who were allowed
two words challenged correctly before
losing a turn. | discovered later that
the two home schoolers, whose
mother is Maori and father pakeha,
allow any Maori words when they play
at home. Why not, as it is part of NZ's
culture.

This reminds me that my daughter-in-
law is teaching her one and a half
year old son sign language, but | am
yet to determine how to incorporate
this into Scrabble. Didn't Nigel use
some form of sign language at the
Spanish World Champs to
communicate his score because he
didn't know the names of numbers in
Spanish?
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Golden Bay High Schools tounamemt:
A board featuring the lovely play of
EQUIPES

This year | gave all four of the year
seven and eight classes some
exposure to Scrabble during their
‘Exploration’ term. Next year | hope to
add a once a week lunch hour session
for interested students. This was
another successful tournament.
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Twenty Years Ago in Forwords

Here’s a lovely article by Gerald Warner about setting up a Scrabble club in
Whangarei — and just look at how successful that club is, celebrating 20 years
this year at their tournament.

[ ———
Page 12

New Resident Scrambling for Scrabble Club

by Mike Dinsdale
erald Warner has a
way with words.
Now the 80-year-old
Whangarei resident

wants to share his knowledge by
setting up a Scrabble club in the
city.

Mr Warner, who arrived in
Whangarei from the Hibiscus
Coast less than a month ago, has
been playing Scrabble for more
than 40 years, including the last
20 competitively.

The self-confessed “Scrabbler”
reckons he knows a thing or two
about words and about how to
help people get their heads
around Scrabble. It's a family
thing — his son Howard Warner
was recently crowned New
Zealand Scrabble A-grade
champion while mr Warner

himself came fourth in the B-

Forwords Spring 2025

Reprinted from Whangarei Advocate
grade championship.

“It's just such a fun game to
play and when I saw there was no
clu{; in Whangarei I thought I'd
try to set one up,” he said.

“It's also pretty good for
keeping the grey matter moving
and I feel mental fitness is just as
important as physical fitness.”

The main aim is to have a
social time, but Scrabblers who
want to take it to the next level
and compete will get the benefit
of Mr Warner's experience.

He started playing Scrabble
while working as an English
teacher by using it as a test for his
class.

“They enjoyed it so much. It
was one of the best reactions I
have ever had as a teacher,” Mr
Warner said.

While teaching French and
German he
then got
students to
make versions
of the game in
those
languages to
help their
spelling.
While
reluctant to
call himself a
Scrabble
expert, Mr
Warner is not
sheepish
about his
proudest
achievement




on the Scrabble board.

“It was at the national finals in
Hamilton about 1986 or 1987 and PRI Ao PG
I was facing a lady from 5 V't worry abo people’s
Maungatapere, Irene Smith, and I ~ knowledge, concentrateon

got a rare triple-triple.” - improving yourown.
His opponent left himan Eon ~  ® Attimes it's best to scrap all

the far left hand side of the board ~ yourtiles and replace them with
and he used all seven of his - others if a decent word cannot
letters to spell “sheepier” which ~ be formed. However, use this
spanned two triple words scores. - tactic sparingly as you miss a
While the face value of the ~ turn every time you exchange
tiles was only 15, because he got Sotllessgy “liacs pe e
all seven of his tiles out and got ‘= Don’t panic if you haveall .
the triple-triple, “sheepier” was vowels or all consonants —Mr
worth a whopping 185 points. Warner suggests “euouae” (or

rthe plural) —a

Scrabble Milestones

A couple of Scrabblers have recently earned new milestone badges:

Malcolm Grahan — 2000 games ) Mary Gray — 000 games
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Tournament results

Mt. Albert
4-5 October 2025

14 games

Name

A Grade

O N AR WN OO NOARWN A ®ON® O WN =
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Patrick Carter (GM)
Lawson Sue (GM)
Lyres Freeth (GM)
Chris Tallman (GM)
Jason Simpson (E)

Andrew Bradley (GM)

Liz Fagerlund (GM)
Glennis Hale (GM)

Grade

Jeanette Grimmer
Jane Walton

Mike Currie (E)
Lynn Wood
Lorraine Van Veen
Shirley Martin
David Gunn
Barney Bonthron

Grade

Jonas Wiberg
Clare Wall

Calum Henderson
Delcie Macbeth
Cathy Casey
Bernie Jardine
Jenny Litchfield
Merelyn Fuemana

MTA
MTA

IND
MTA
WRE
MTA
MTA

IND

ROD
KIwW
MTA
IND
IND
KIwW
KIwW
KIw

CHC

IND
MTA

IND
WRE
MTA
WRE
MTA

B~ O OO N © o © ©

9.5

75

~

w o1 o

OO oo NN O —~

~
R
©

108
1052
697
-416

-1114
-669

Club Wins Spread Ave

423
399
449
440
398
399
365
379

404
409
425
389
395
396
403
366

409
444
392
385
396
375
375
358

A Grade: Patrick Carter (1st), Lyres
Freeth (3rd), Lawson Sue (2nd)

D Grade

1 Ben Tu'itahi MTA 11 837
2 Cooper Ashley MTA 9 273
3 George Dodd MTA 9 151
4 Lynn Carter MTA 8 366
5 Tara Hurley MTA 6 13
6 SuWalker IND 6 -182
7 Betty Eriksen WAN 6 -454
8 Mike Harris MTA 1 -1004
E Grade

1 Maheu Papau T-Pole MTA 11 766
2 Antonia Aarts MTA 11 661
3 Rodney Jardine MTA 9 757
4 Jemma Henneveld MTA 5 -720
5 Bronwyn Davey MTA 3 -463
6 Annette Caisley WRE 3 -1001

Mt. Albert winners:

413
390
375
411
381
378

351
356

394
391
393
326
338
311

-}
q

B Grade: Jane Walton (2nd), Jeanette
Grimmer (1st), Mike Currie (3rd)

C Grade: Calum Henderson (3rd), Jonas
Wiberg (Ist,) Clare Wall (2nd)



Queenstown
18-19 October 2025

15 games

Name

A Grade

O R WN A g OO RN OO0 RN @O OR N =

John Baird

Paul Freeman

Liz Fagerlund (GM)
Lois Binnie

Laura Criffiths
Lynn Wood

Grade

Sue Hensley
Jonas Wiberg
Anne Goldstein
Jenny Litchfield

Carolyn Kyle
Yvette Hewlett

Grade

Marian Ross

Su Walker

Betty Eriksen

Malcolm Graham

Megg Hewlett

Ruth Groffman
Grade

Paxton Hall

James Usherwood

Hanna Dodge

Taanga Lawrence

Anne-Louise Milne
Noeline Monsef

CHC
DUN
MTA
CHC
CHC
IND

DUN
CHC
CHC
WRE
IND
IND

DUN
IND

WAN
DUN
CHC
DUN

DUN
DUN
CHC
WEL
DUN
CHC

o N NN oo

456
133
302
181
-324
-748

Club Wins Spread Ave

392
397
395
405
377
363

396
393
385
386
367
380

406
379
361
365
372
356

430
347
366
355
346
317

Papau T-Pole (1st), Rodney Jardine (3rd)
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Whanganui
25-26 October 2025
15 games

Name Club Wins Spread Ave
A Grade
1 Howard Warner WEL 13 1201 448
2 Chris Tallman MTA 11 1045 448
3 Anderina McLean WAN 9 382 407
4 Norma Fisher CHC 7 -251 387
5 Cicely Bruce WRE 6.5 145 424
6 Lynne Butler WAN 5 -871 372
7 OliviaEn WAN 45 -1156 373
8 Glenyss Buchanan LOH 4 -495 392
B Grade
1 Sue McRae MAS 12 510 402
2 Aidan Robins LOH 10 -39 386
3 Jennifer Smith KIW 9 376 389
4 Clare Wall IND 7 46 380
5 Nola Borrell IND 7 -412 360
6 Lynn Wood IND 6 350 395
7 Helen Sillis WTA 6 -144 371
8 Jean O'Brien IND 3 -687 342
C Grade
1 Betty Eriksen WAN 10 635 396
2 Yvette Hewlett IND 10 491 414
3 Tara Hurley MTA 8 315 315
4 Mike Harris MTA 7 125 369
5 Judy Driscoll IND 6 -374 370
6 Jacqui McVie WEL 4 -942 329

)
D Grade: Cooper Ashley (2nd), Ben
Tu’itahi (1st), George Dodd (3rd)
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https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#HowardWarner
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#ChrisTallman
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#AnderinaMcLean
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#NormaFisher
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#CicelyBruce
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#LynneButler
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#OliviaEn
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#GlenyssBuchanan
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#SueMcRae
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#AidanRobins
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#JenniferSmith
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#ClareWall
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#NolaBorrell
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#LynnWood
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#HelenSillis
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#JeanO'Brien
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#BettyEriksen
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#YvetteHewlett
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#TaraHurley
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MikeHarris
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#JudyDriscoll
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#JacquiMcVie
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Swissvember — Saturday Swissvember — Sunday
8 November 2025 9 November 2025
7 games 7 games
Name Wins Spread Name Wins Spread
1 Howard Warner 6 674 1 Howard Warner 7 543
2 Lawson Sue 6 336 2 Dylan Early 6 669
3 Nick Ascroft 5 287 3 Stanley Ngundi 5 80
4 Anderina McLean 5 209 4 Vicky Robertson 5 75
5 OliviaEn 4 364 5 Gil Quiballo 4 450
6 Dylan Early 4 256 6 Lawson Sue 4 393
7 Gil Quiballo 4 198 7 Murray Rogers 4 366
8 Vicky Robertson 4 173 8  Nick Ascroft 4 248
9 Stanley Ngundi 4 55 9 OliviaEn 4 148
10 Murray Rogers 3 364 10 Nola Borrell 4 107
11 Clare Wall 3 246 11 Clare Wall 4 -57
12 Lynn Wood 3 49 12 Simon Casey 4 -229
13 Patricia Bennett 3 -143 13 David Grounds 3 181
14 Vicki Jones 3 -175 14 Chris Bell 3 5
15 Simon Casey 3 -182 15 Vicki Jones 3 -150
16 Nola Borrell 3 -510 16 Jacqui McVie 3 182
17 Taanga Lawrence 2 -452 17 Marcus Henry 3 252
18 Jez Partridge 2 -499 18 Michael Hyndman 3 -322
19 Judy Driscoll 2 -665 19 Lynn Wood 2 215
20 Neil Price 1 -585 20 Patricia Bennett 2 -248
21 Judy Driscoll 2 -288
22 Sheila Reed 2 -346
23 Paul Chambers 2 -571
24 Taanga Lawrence 1 -405

Nigel Richards (right), presented with his
award for second place at the WESPA
Championship 2025

Mt. Albert Beginners tournament winners
(from pp. 22-24): Melissa McKenna (1st),
Jern Siong (2nd), Spencer Woolrich (3rd)
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Whanganui
25-26 October 2025
15 games

Name Club Wins Spread Ave
A Grade
1 Herb Ramsay IND 9 570 395
2 Murray Rogers IND 9 147 399
3 Karen Gray DUN 8 315 410
4 Laura Griffiths CHC 8 101 3%
5 Paul Freeman DUN 6 -275 390
6 Lois Binnie CHC 5 -858 366
B Grade
1 Clare Wall IND 11 461 398
2 Sue Hensley DUN 9 528 389
3 Lynn Wood IND 8 233 373
4 Carolyn Kyle IND 8 -176 361
5 Joanna Fox CHC 5 -559 347
6 Marian Ross DUN 4 -487 353
C Grade
1 LevRoch CHC 11 824 416
2 Paxton Hall DUN 11 490 378
3 Betty Eriksen WAN 7 103 362
4 Malcolm Graham CHC 7 -116 357
5 Ruth Groffman DUN 7 -396 354
6 Marilyn Sinclair CHC 2 -905 331
D Grade
1 Hanna Dodge CHC 11 789 404
2 Nora Richardson CHC 10.5 1137 404
3 Chris Handley DUN 10 349 376
4 Marc Van Hoecke DUN 8 173 358
5 Taanga Lawrence WEL 8 89 373
6 DwayneRichardson IND 7.5 162 377
7 James Usherwood DUN 5 -43 365
8 Theo Wrench DUN 0 -2656 260
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Tournament Calendar 2026

[-Can-niversary | Auckland 24-25 January
Nelson Nelson 14-15
February
Rotorua Rotorua 28 Feb -1
March
*Masters Whanganui | 4-6 April
Dunedin Dunedin 18-19 April
S| Champs Christchurch | 2-3 May
Mt. Albert Auckland 16 & 17 May
SNZ Nationals | Christchurch | 30 M3y =
1 June
SNz
Australasian Auckland 20-21 June
Open
Whangarei Whangarei | 4-5 July
SNZ Youth
Championship Auckland 18 July
Kiwi Scrabblers | Hamilton TBD August
Tauranga Tauranga 22-23 August
8anterbury Christchurch | 5-6 September
pen
*Trans Tasman | Brisbane 26-28
September
Mt Albert Auckland 3 &4 October
Dunedin Queenstown | 10-11 October
Whanganui Whanganui | 24-25 October
. . 7&8
Swissvember | Wellington November
Dunedin “No Dunedin 28-29
Frills” November

* Limited entry
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https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#HerbRamsay
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MurrayRogers
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https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#PaulFreeman
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#LoisBinnie
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https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#CarolynKyle
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https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#BettyEriksen
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MalcolmGraham
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#RuthGroffman
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MarilynSinclair
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#HannaDodge
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#NoraRichardson
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#ChrisHandley
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#MarcVanHoecke
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#TaangaLawrence
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#DwayneRichardson
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#JamesUsherwood
https://landonsoftware.azurewebsites.net/Elixs/Players/#TheoWrench
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Name Rating Wins Games
Howard Warner (GM) 2301 2815.5 3745
Chris Tallman (GM) 2191 240.5 330
Dylan Early (GM) 2184 455 674
Blue Thorogood (GM) 2161 975 1384
Joanne Craig (GM) 2138 5335 827
Peter Sinton (GM) 2106 922.5 1330
Gil Quiballo (GM) 2051 2325 386
Lewis Hawkins (GM) 2047 397 641
Patrick Carter (GM) 2037 1033 1631
Andrew Bradley (GM) 2021 1276 2367
Lawson Sue (GM) 1984 1635 3007
Anderina McLean (GM) 1912 1210 2271
Stanley Ngundi (GM) 1893 203.5 386
Scott Chaput (E) 1861 451 830
Nick Ascroft (E) 1854 4005 728
Cicely Bruce (GM) 1848 1321 2421
Norma Fisher 1826 66 133
Karen Richards (E) 1814 147 277
Glennis Hale (GM) 1812 1939 3587
Val Mills (E) 1812 2022.5 4112
Lynne Butler (GM) 1809 1030.5 1741
Jason Simpson (E) 1799 3205 631
Paul Richards 1795 83 166
Murray Rogers (E) 1771 1459 2771
Alexander Gandar 1753 145 236
Liz Fagerlund (GM) 1743 1894.5 3686
Olivia En (E) 1733 1207 2347
Margie Hurly 1714 625 1264
Mike Currie (E) 1694 243 451
Jane Walton 1677 479 986
John Baird 1635 452 834
Herb Ramsay 1629 398 734
Paul Lister (E) 1611 967 1800
Lois Binnie 1608 376.5 774
Glenyss Buchanan 1605 831 1800

%

75%
73%
68%
70%
65%
69%
60%
62%
63%
54%
54%
53%
53%
54%
55%
55%
50%
53%
54%
49%
59%
51%
50%
53%
61%
51%
51%
49%
54%
49%
54%
54%
54%
49%
46%

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

Name

Laura Criffiths
Jeanette Grimmer
Karen Gray

Sue McRae

Paul Freeman
Yoon Kim Fong
Shirley Martin
Jennifer Smith
Rosemary Cleary (E)
Vicky Robertson
Lorraine Van Veen
Peter Johnstone
Helen Sillis

Clare Wall

Chris Bell

Aidan Robins
Stan Gregec
Roger Coates
Sue Hensley
Rosalind Phillips
Lynn Wood

Mary Curtis

David Gunn
Suzanne Liddall
Anne Goldstein
Jonas Wiberg
Carolyn Kyle
Selena Chan
Jenny Litchfield
Barney Bonthron
Karen Miller

Jena Yousif
Calum Henderson
Nola Borrell

Jean O'Brien

Rating Wins Games

1600
1598
1594
1591
1584
1545
1543
1542
1530
1516
1505
1500
1479
1477
1456
1452
1430
1423
1421
1417
1414
1403
1399

112.5
472.5
430.5
2815 534
2035 376
985 1925
1348.5 2744
1649 3449
1067.5 2308
543 1130
1344 2750
466 932
1163 2367
593 1168
121 232
34 53
294 557
1026 2152
259 467
757.5 1490
2898.5 6069
723 1411
1661.5 3410
1378 3045 557
1376 469 9
1367 91 159
1365 1433.5 2908
1359 467.5 936
1345 368.5 689
1328 2085 382
1326 791 1540
1299 878 1759
1278 89 129
1271 846 1628
1267 1796.5 3607

202
959
834

%
56%
49%
52%
53%
54%
51%
49%
48%
46%
48%
49%
50%
49%
51%
52%
64%
53%
48%
55%
51%
48%
51%
49%
55%
50%
57%
49%
50%
53%
55%
51%
50%
69%
52%
50%



Name
71 Delcie Macbeth
72 Cathy Casey
73 Merelyn Fuemana
74 Bernie Jardine
75 Ben Tu'itahi
76 Mary Gray
77 Joanna Fox
78 Yvette Hewlett
79 Lynn Carter
80 Terry Johnson
81 Fran Lowe
82 LevRoch
83 Su Walker
84 Cooper Ashley
85 Bev Edwards
86 Paxton Hall
87 Marian Ross
88 Megg Hewlett
89 Michael Hyndman
90 Tara Hurley
91 Joanne Morley
92 Colleen Link
93 Dianne Cole-Baker
94 Betty Eriksen
95 Lyn Dawson
96 Malcolm Graham
97 Heather Landon
98 Ruth Groffman
99 Roger Cole-Baker
100 Hanna Dodge
101 Mike Harris
102 Vicki Jones
103 Antonia Aarts
104 Tony Charlton

105 Colleen Cook
106 Marilyn Sinclair

Rating Wins Games

1266
1241
1229
1229
1228
1225
1218
1198
1185
1184
1158
1158
1152
1144
1142
1141
1136
1119
1100
1079
1059
1053
1050
1048
1043
1026
1020
1009

972

877

864

859

830

816

785
780

1305.5 2562
283 558
364 697

526.5 1013
175 176
1005.5 2034
3895 784
6455 1347
989 1921
275 43
199 386
30 43
1549 3071
1125 187
422 858
45 57
892 1747
244 441
2055 575
3215 601
300 582
84 142
934 1863

2381.5 4751
487 946

1045.5 2059
916 1841

1076 2168

1013.5 1999

448 826
61 137
40 84

528 1099

533.5 1112

543.5 1131
391.5 764

51%
51%
52%
52%
67%
49%
50%
48%
51%
64%
52%
70%
50%
60%
49%
79%
51%
55%
51%
53%
52%
59%
50%
50%
51%
51%
50%
50%
51%
54%
45%
48%
48%
48%
48%
51%

%

107
108
109
110
1M
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121

122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141

Name Rating
Patricia Bennett 757
Llane Hadden 749
Suzanne Harding 743
Neil Price 731
Maheu Papau T-Pole 710
Judy Driscoll 698
Jacqui McVie 695
Kate Allen 689
Anne-Louise Milne 677
Glenys Hansen 675
Taanga Lawrence 673
Val Isherwood 626
Rodney Jardine 613
Marc Van Hoecke 567
Jacqueline

Coldham-Fussell 565
Jenny Duncan 515
Jillian Greening 464
Noeline Monsef 449
Ruth Godwin 415
Tim Henneveld 410
Madelaine Green 400
Anne Scatchard 389
Graeme Quinn 380
Colin Stewart 374
Karen Stewart 352
David Robinson 351
Jan Rivers 343
Sandra McCullough 284
Frances Higham 274
Janny Henneveld 269
Gill Charlton 255
Sue McQuade 250
Annette Caisley 225
Sarah Le Gros 155
Lynn Thompson 15

Wins Games

88
145.5
979
23
76.5
526
26

21
306.5
40
112
127
468
126

922.5
43
549
148
7725
626.5
222
922.5
1195
17
775
19
48
19
4425
646
66.5
33
83
16
405
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205
316
1909
71
192
1287
64
44
794
67
259
264
953
279

1873
81
1139
352
1610
1390
456
1838
305
56
245
44
100
43
1129
1360
244
17
312
48
981

%
43%
46%
51%
32%
40%
41%
41%
48%
39%
60%
43%
48%
49%
45%

49%
53%
48%
42%
48%
45%
49%
50%
39%
30%
32%
43%
48%
4%
39%
48%
2%
28%
27%
33%
41%
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Club Club Contact Phone Email Meeting Day
Number & Time
Christchurch (CHC) Peter Johnstone 027 258 2629 | pojopete@gmail.com 12.30 pm Wed
6.45 pm Thurs
Dunedin (DUN) Sue Hensley 027 424 4386 | sue.hensley@gmail.com |7 pm Tues
Featherston (FTN) Fran Lowe 021 0554897 | lowefran66@gmail.com | 6.30 pm Mon
Kapiti (KAP) In Recess - - -
Kiwi Scrabblers (KIW) | Barney Bonthron ~ |027 466 1970 | Barney.Bonthron 1 pm/7 pm
@gmail.com Alternate
Thurs
Lower Hutt (LOH) Glenyss 04 569 5433 | glenyss.buchanan 7.30 pm Tues
Buchanan @xtra.co.nz
Martinborough (MTB) | Victoria Jones 021 054 0212 | vicbjones@gmail.com Every 2nd Fri
9.30 am
Masterton (MAS) Sue McRae 027 4490 601 | sue.mcrae.nz@gmail.com | 1 pm Wed
Mt. Albert (MTA) Val Mills 0272481701 | valmillsnz@gmail.com 7 pm Mon
Nelson (NEL) Tony Charlton 035451159 | tonycharlton44 7 pm Wed
@gmail.com
Papatoetoe (PAP) In Recess - - -
Rodney (ROD) Vivienne Mickelson | 09 902 9207 | vivienne.moss20 12.45 pm Mon
@gmail.com
Rotorua (ROT) Jenny Duncan 0211179044 | rotoruascrabble 9.am Thurs
@gmail.com
Tauranga (TGA) Pam Fulton 0277 464 850 | fultonrp@xtra.co.nz 9.15 am Tues
Waitara (WTA) Ngaire Kemp 06 754 4017 | ngairelyndac 1 pm Wed
@slingshot.co.nz
Whanganui (WAN) Rosie Cleary (06) 347 1837 | rosecleary@icloud.com 1 pm Mon
Scrabble Wellington Nick Ascroft - nick_ascroft@hotmail.com [ 7 pm Thurs
(WEL)
Whangarei (WRE) Susan Harris 0211829310 | sueharris298@gmail.com |1 pm Thurs

Ratings Officer Steven Brown 021 164 4641 | sgbrown@mac.com
Forwords Editor Val Mills 027 248 1701 | valmillsnz@gmail.com
Forwords Layout Lyres Freeth - lyresfreeth@gmail.com

www.scrabble.org.nz




