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Editorial

The year is flying away! I’'m off for two
months, so really want to get this to
Lyres before | go. I'm visiting
Bowentown before | go and have
decided that this is the time and place
to work on the mag.

My time away involves doing things
I've always wanted to do — biking
tours with Cicely, seeing family (a
sibling walk in Italy), but the main
thing is Scrabble!! I've always wanted
to have a Scrabble holiday and this
one takes in a week of Scrabble in
Queensland, the seniors in Berlin and
a final tourney in Budapest. There is a
good contingent of NZ players going
to Queensland, so that will be fun.

| feel like the Masters and the
Nationals have been and gone without
really being featured in this mag, but
all | can say is that Dylan has well and
truly forsaken his groomsman position
and showed us all the brilliant player
that he is. Well deserved wins, Dylan.
Congratulations. Always good to have
that close competition at the top and
Lewis is certainly biting on the heels
of all the top players.

| recently watched a few of the
Nationals games on Youtube. It's
great to have them available and so
interesting to see what others decide
to do with their tiles. We all play so
differently!

This is being written just before our
team of three youngsters — Lev,
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Cooper and Maheu, head off to
Malaysia for the World Youth
Champs. We'll have a report on that in
the next magazine.

I've said before that | love it when |
get contributions from different people
that kind of tie in with each other and
this mag includes an article from
Howard on dodgy definitions of words
and also from Paul Lister on his view
of the expurgated dictionary. Thanks
you two! And | certainly would not
wish COVID on anyone, but it seems
to have given Jennifer Smith time to
ruminate on articles for this mag. |
love your willingness to contribute and
I’'m in awe of the ideas that come to
you for articles.

We are all passionate about all things
‘wordy’, in different ways. Do you
sometimes find yourself going down
the proverbial rabbit hole with words?
A book | was reading recently
mentioned the word LEYLANDII (the
Leyland cypress, also LEYLANDI).
Now | thought I'd seen all the words
PR, TR 5T o

LEYLANDI(I)
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ending ’II', but not this one. Then |
realised it was a nine letter word so
that was probably why, but that didn’t
stop me looking at all the words
ending in ‘II', seeing what they meant,
seeing if they had anagrams ... 30
mins later...

I’m not sure how, or if, | am going to
get four magazines out this year, so
sorry if we are one short, but
whatever, | will be stepping down as
editor after the autumn edition next
year. Talk to me if you want to give it
a go!

Val Mills

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Layout Editor: Just a quick note
from me that | am also stepping down
early next year. This will be at the
same time as Val, unless anyone is
interested in taking over earlier.

| have been in this role for almost 10
years now, so it seems appropriate.
I’'m in a busier stage of life now after

having two kids, and no

longer have as much time to 1
spend on Forwords as | would

like. Let alone finding time for
Scrabble at all!

As Val has said, you are welcome to
talk to me if you are thinking about the

role.
Lyres Freeth

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Words from the President

During the COVID years, my daughter
Alex and | met to play Scrabble in
many different outdoor locations
throughout Auckland. The only wildlife
that ever threatened our game was a
flock of wayward pigeons that landed
on our board in Western Springs
Lakeside Park as we ate our picnic
lunch, scattering our tiles to the four
winds.

Fast forward to last month and our
family safari to Botswana and
Zimbabwe and playing Scrabble with
Alex in a camp in the middle of a
National Park where wild and deadly
animals roam free!
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by Cathy Casey, Whangarei

To set the scene, we are in a tented
camp in the Savuti region of Chobe
National Park in Botswana. Our four
tents are pitched in the middle of a
game reserve with no fences.

Our two guides issue strict
instructions to us about staying within
the footprint of our small tented camp
at all times and ensuring that there is
no movement outside the tents after
dark (there is a chemical toilet
attached to each tent.)

Every day we rise at 6 am for
breakfast and by 6.30 am we are off in
our 4WD open-sided game viewing



truck. Mornings and evenings
are the best times for viewing big
game animals. The six of us are
ecstatic (Kees and |, my
daughter Alex and her husband
Joe and Kees’ son Jeremy and
his partner Monica). Every day
there are new animal sightings
to add to our long list. | am
clicking up thousands of shots

with my big lens.

My journal entry for Wed 16 July
tries to describe it:

“I find it hard to put into words the
continuous parade of wildlife and
exotic birds. A veritable feast of
animals — giraffes, zebras, hippos,
elephants, wildebeest etc. Today
was no exception. Hordes of female
elephants and their babies were at
the waterhole when we arrived. They
had their fill and moved off and then
some big males arrived.
Breathtaking. | am not sure  am a
competent enough photographer to
capture the magic.”

Playing Scrabble at camp in the National Park,
where wild and deadly animals roam free!

Cathy and family safaried in Botswana and

Zimbabwe

Our daily routine allows for lunch back
at our camp and a short respite from
the fierce heat of the day. Alex and |
decide to pull out the old travel
Scrabble set that I'd squashed into my
12 kg limit duffel bag and we start our
first game in Africa. Thus it was that on
2 pm on Wednesday 16 July the
Casey Safari Scrabble Challenge
began.

The vintage travel Scrabble set that
we play on is a $3 op shop find. The
pieces lock into the board so it can be
closed and reopened later to
continue the game, similarly,

| the racks can close and lock.

| Handy, should we be
interrupted by a visiting critter.
(And believe me there are
basking hippos at the
waterhole only 50 metres from
our camp that come out to
chomp grass!)

| We did not have Wi-Fi and
therefore we have no access to
a Scrabble dictionary. We
agree that if there is debate
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i 325\
Cathy an
over the validity of a word, we will seek

others’ views.
The rumble in the jungle commenced.

Alex got off to a flying start in that first
game and maintained a 40-point
advantage over me throughout the
game. With only a handful of tiles left
the bag, the drama began when |
played *RE-ENAMEL using a blank for

Cathy’s winning board
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d Alex at Victoria Falls

72 points. If it was correct, | was going
to turn the tables and if it was wrong,
Alex would have the honour of winning
the first leg of the Safari Challenge.

After a long debate about whether
enamel was a verb or not, and input
from everyone else who was not
dozing, Alex’s husband Joe looked it
up on the kobo he was reading. YAY!
Round one to mother by the narrowest
of margins: 346 to 335. That
something needed to be “re-
enamelled’ became a catch phrase for
the rest of the trip!

The next morning, we found leopard
paw prints around our tent next to
where we were playing! Not
surprisingly, we got up close and
personal with our first leopard on that
next morning’s game drive.

The following lunchtime, Alex and |
started our second game. | got all the
power tiles and by the time we headed
out for the evening game drive, | had a
100-point lead.



Our Safari had many more wildlife
adventures waiting for us and we didn’t
return to our board until we reach
Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe. We had an
amazing full day exploring the Falls
and getting very wet.

It was nice to relax around the pool
and finish the second game. Two to
mother.

It was after that game that we had a
minor tile spill. On checking the tile
bag we realised that there was a letter
N missing. We moved the bench seat
and even the heavy umbrella, but the
N was a no-show. Unfortunately this
does mean that that the N is in Chobe
National Park where footsteps are all
that the Caseys should have left
behind!

We played two more poolside games
(without the N) before leaving Victoria
Falls, with Alex and Joe heading to
Dubai for a few days then home and
Kees and myself with another week
with a friend in Harare.
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Alex Casey

Unfortunately for Alex, the Scrabble
gods in Africa shone on me and | won
both games in Zimbabwe by
reasonable margins to secure the
inaugural Casey Safari Challenge.

Can’t wait to find out where and when
next Casey Challenge match will be.

PS. Does anyone have a spare
vintage travel Scrabble N?!

Forwords Winter 2025
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Word Famous in New

Zealand

Tara Hurley, Mt. Albert
The places I've played scrabble.

I’'m definitely a bit of a nomad, | would
say. Most people think I'm from the
South Island, having been based in
Wanaka in my teenage years. The
first memory of playing “grown-up”
Scrabble was around age 14, in my
grandma'’s lounge in South Shields,
England, where my mother hails from
and | asked “is turd a word?” to which
she implored that my late granddad
would have found that very amusing. |
would next be there over 15 years
later.

Tara Hurley:
1 turned 30 playing with my Grandma
Marilyn in February 2020 (South Shields,
UK)
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My dad, Sean, also from the UK, but
going off the Hurley name, is not
something he’d freely admit, dragged
my mum half-way around the world
within the first two years of marriage,
to a place he’d been to one in the
merchant navy, and he thought
Auckland “looked like a grand place to
live”. However, it was mum who
landed the first job at Whangarei Base
Hospital, so subsequently they never
lived in Auckland, and ended up in
Whangarei for fifteen years. | bet my
Dad rues the day he bought home a
junior scrabble set, because “it would
be good for Tara’s schooling.” | think |
was around 7 when | played my first
junior game, which would have been
in up in Maunu, where our now
president lives. | like the fact that
when | attend Whangarei
Tournaments, I’'m within a stone throw
of where | was born at Whangarei
Base.




However, after a work ski
trip to Turoa in 2001, my
mum came back, and
announced she’d moved
to NZ to kite surf and ski,
and she’d done enough
kite surfing, but
Whangarei had
approximately zero snow,
so we had better move
south. Dad landed jobs
with the police in
Christchurch and
Queenstown, and after a
coin toss, landed in
Frankton in Queenstown,
now the locale of the
Queenstown tournament

in February 2003. We didn’t last long
in Queenstown, | believe it was quite
a culture shock from my semi-rural
Northland roots, and | wasn’t happy at
school, but went across the ‘range’ in
May 2003, and ever since then I've
called Wanaka home, even though my
parents now live out at Tarras.

So, it was in Wanaka at about ages
15 to 17 | outstripped my parents’
scrabbling abilities — dad only played
under duress. My sister Erin, a great
consumer of literature, played with the
family exactly once, won, then retired.
My other sister Bridie, who conducts
her life primarily in Korean, also
played once, and entertained us with
asking “what’s the English word for
...”. She did not win. Although she
graced the Mt Albert Club with her
presence at a tournament once, and
said it was “the most wholesome thing

I've seen it years”.

Page 9

At 18 | went off to
Otago Uni, but | had no
knowledge of a
Scrabble Club there,
and the world ends at
the Octagon when
you're a student
anyway. At 22, | moved
to Auckland to “do my
masters” at a cost of
double what it would
have cost at Otago, but
hey, | was following a
boy. After completing
my masters and
entering this big bad
government machine
that is Auckland Council
in 2015, | have to admit | was
struggling a lot with the monotony of
working life, and said boy had
researched there was a scrabble club
and suggested that | go to the Mt.
Albert Scrabble Club. | think he got

Mum’s (Cindy) scrabble
crossword of names on the
fridge in Tarras

Tara’s Dad reluctantly playing: If he ever
wins, the scoresheet goes on the fridge for quite
a long time. Mum’s quite a lot better, but after

I entered her in the first Queenstown
tournament she said, “never again, Tara”.

Forwords Winter 2025
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Tara (right) and sister Bridie at the Mzt.
Albert Club in October 2024

sick of losing and his spelling was
atrocious. | also suspect that he
wanted me out of the house for one
night a week so he could play some
video game featuring trains in peace.
We went our separate ways at the
start of 2016, and about halfway
through the year my ex’s suggestion
that | go to club came back to me, and
I think | was the first new person to
walk through the doors in quite some
time. | remember Merelyn came up to
me and asked me if | knew my two
letter words, to which | thankfully did. |
believe my first game was against
Jackie Reid, and although she pipped
me by 10 points or so, Liz said the
club would “train me up”.

I moved away to Queenstown again in
2018, and my flatmates didn’t play
anymore games with me after the first,
so | was fairly rusty, but hankering a
game when | showed up to my first
tournament game in Christchurch in
May 2019, after not having played at
club in over a year. However, | was
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hooked, ended up downloading
Scrabble Go in September 2019, and
being stuck in Tarras in Central Otago
over the 2020 lockdowns, | started
learning the high prob bingos. If
COVID was good for my Scrabble
games, | can’t say the same for my
wellbeing. | had planned to go to
Vancouver November 2020, but
Canada stopped giving out visas in
May 2020, and my plans were
scuppered. At least we could travel
within the country. | had my 31st
birthday (in a retirement village - the
irony is not lost on me) at the Nelson
Tourney (thanks Liane again for the
cake).

My first nationals was Hamilton in
2021, not realising | would land back
there in little less than two years. It
made the road trip to Rotorua nice
and easy.

Two years later than intended, on 1st
December 2022 in Vancouver, | set
off to some random person’s house to
play scrabble (the Club was still in
recess, but | emailed ahead, thinking
some people would probably be
playing), but one bus ride and an hour
into the
journey my
phone
sighed its
last breath
and | had
thought I'd
better
retrace my
steps and
get home,

/ il

My sister Erin watching the
NZ Masters live from
London, April 2025



then got lost in the wet, miserable cold
Vancouver night. | received an email
from the organiser asking where |
was. | apologised profusely and said |
would be there next week. The next
day the new phone | had ordered off
Amazon arrived, and | made the two
hour bus journey there successfully
the next week.

On the bus | had been trying to
“unlearn” the two-letter words that
weren’t in the North American

Tara’s first live win against Chris

Tara (left) and Chris (second on the left) in Seattle
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. Dictionary. | figured | had better
ask around at club to see if
anyone lived in North Van and
could give me a ride home.
Once person said he could.
Miraculously, he had switched
to CSL not long before, and |
suggested we could play at
mine sometime. He never took
. me up on that offer, saying that
we could just play CSW if we
ever got matched in Club. Eat
your letters, Christopher
Tallman. What an A-grade snob!

Ouir first trip as a couple was to a
tournament (surprise!) in Seattle it
was fitting that | had my first ever live
win against him at my parents house
in Tarras on Boxing Day 2022.

We now live together in Avondale and
I’m very much enjoying being back at
the club where | first started. As of
writing, the only other club tourney |
haven’t played in NZ is Tauranga, and
I’'m hoping to tick that off next month.

Forwords Winter 2025
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Mailbox

The Downside of the New
Lexicon
By Paul Lister, Christchurch

| feel like the grinch here but the new
censored lexicon which we voted in,
in January, is not terrific. On the face
of it they'll say it was democratically
voted in Jan 2025 so just swallow it
and play on. Circa 2000 Hasbro put
out a Scrabble set based on ‘family
values’, and Howard Warner did
excellent interview on The Panel
regarding this matter. However, since
A BUTTS invented our game c1938
we've had eight decades of excellent
scrabble without censorship, and
previously, before a dictionary update
proper lexicographers had removed
only a handful of words because they
were obsolete, NEVER on the basis
of censorship.

Critically, the Hasbro dunderheads
imparted their new bastardised
version upon the online Scrabble
sites, so a whole new generation of
Scrabble players were blocked from
playing these 400 or so words.
Progressive? | don’t think so! Patently
regressive! This new lexicon has no
integrity or authenticity and | hope the
Scrabble world reinserts the true
wordbook at a future time. It was
never going to be voted out worldwide
because the online Scrabblers had
been blocked from playing all words,
and were probably unaware they were
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being duped, and the
eidetics probably didn't care.

There was no groundswell of support
for the deletion of these 400 words
pre 2020. We have been duped by
this new lexicon which has nothing to
do with wordsmithery and everything
to do with political agenda driven
wokeism. It has come through,
unfortunately, in spite of the world now
waking up to the negativity of excess
censorship and wokeism and which
has had a gutsful of the cancel culture
and being told how to think. It's a
minefield we needn't have entered.

Since when has morality been the
purview of Scrabble players? Who
asked for it? Who wanted it? Why fix it
if it *aint broke? Hate speech? Slur
word? What a load of bollocks! These
words are simply Scrabble
placements without intent of hate or
any other emotion and the deletions
made without a lexicographer,
lexicologist or etymologist in sight.
Once the censorship groups
command we are the playthings of the
whims of the cancel culture, it *aint
real Scrabble! I'm massively
disappointed.
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Inaugural Women’s Championship

10-11 January, 2026 (Saturday & Sunday) & = =
NZ’s First-Ever Women’s Scrabble e~
Championship * /" SCRABBLENZ * -

B /- INaugurAL -\
Are you a dictionary devotee, ready to flex your WOMEN’S 3

lexical flair? Whether you're an expert tile tactician - EHAMEIONSEINE
[5) 10-11JAN 2026 (Sat-5un)

or just love the thrill of competitive wordplay, this B Q Mount Albert Bridge Club :l

Councillors Drive,

one’s for you. Scrabble New Zealand is proud to Mount Albert ?
present its inaugural Women’s Scrabble N “New Zeatand g
Championship—and the word is it's shaping up to | = scrabble.org.nz -
be special. If you love the game, we want you at E ,:___. .x

the table

=N Diary date: Put a ring round Saturday & Sunday, 10-11 January
17 ' 2026 at the Mt Albert Bridge Club, Councillors Drive, Auckland.

| | The Challenge: We're on a quest to find New Zealand’s first Woman
1 Scrabble Champion.

Players from affiliated clubs across Aotearoa and beyond will gather to battle it
out in SNZ and WESPA-rated games, tile by tile for a prize, or a trophy with
bragging rights that hit harder than a triple-triple word score.

“w/\d Why You Should Play: This isn’t just a championship—it's a celebration.
‘.f"-,-,.ﬁ?l Build words, challenge opponents, strategise, snack, laugh, and maybe

even drop that elusive seven-letter bingo. There’ll be vowel and
consonant challenges. Don't just watch it stream on YouTube—get in on the
action.

& Spread the Word: Let's show the younger generation that Scrabble’s not
just for her Gran (though if Nana is a competitor, she'll know how to play a

mean U-less Q word). Encourage girls to get into the game. Who knows?
They might be the next generation of champions.

¥ How to Enter: Head to the website scrabble.org.nz for the entry form, or
« | find it on Slack after mid-October. Let Treasurer Cicely and Organiser
Jenny (contact details on the entry form) know you’re coming.

Whether you’re aiming for that photo-op handshake from SNZ Prez Cathy as
she presents the trophy or just chasing some high-score glory, enter and make
your words count. We've hit the clock - game on!

Forwords Winter 2025
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Hall of Fame

Hello, all. My name is William Barrett.
You won’t find much information about
me on Wikipedia or Google, but more
than a century ago, | was a safe-
breaker, known throughout the West
of the USA as a YEGG or YEGGMAN.
The so-called ‘Wild West' is where the
urban legend of John Yegg and the
history of those of us named for him
began. He was supposedly the first
criminal to use nitroglycerine to blow
up safes.

In the late 1840s, the well-known
scientist Alfred Nobel began
developing the highly dangerous
nitroglycerin as a commercial
explosive. (It took almost three
decades, and the death of Nobel’s
brother Emil and several others,
before he developed the more stable
form, dynamite.) Soon after the Civil
War of 1861-65, our United States
government also began investigating
the use of nitro-glycerine for both
commercial and military use. Like
idiots, they even published and widely
distributed results of these
experiments, including successful
tests on burglar-proof safes. (Duh!)

Using the detailed ‘instructions’
conveniently available through these
government publications, John Yegg,
an excessive drinker and reputedly
one of the most experienced and
expert electrical mechanics in the
west, developed his system for
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by Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers

blowing safes open using
nitroglycerine, and thus he progressed
from being a simple robber to a big-
time safe-breaker. He shared his
knowledge freely with other law-
breakers, and soon there were
successful gangs of safe crackers
right across the country. We ran riot
for ten years or more.

This was a time of the Great
Depression when the train-hopping
culture was at its peak. Gangs of
hobos like me camped alongside
railroads, stole nitro-glycerine from
nearby construction projects, robbed
nearby post offices and banks by
placing explosives and blowing up the
safes, then made our escape by
fleeing in a stolen wagon or
automobile to the nearest passing
freight train. Gangs of YEGGS were
reportedly so prevalent by 1900 that it
was estimated over 200 gangs of us
were operating in the Midwest alone.

Once we broke into a business, our
most experienced man would spread
a softened bar of soap around the
edge of the door on the safe to make
a channel to pour in the nitroglycerine,
attach a fuse and sometimes rugs or
heavy blankets to muffle to sound,
and light the fuse. If all went well, the
blast opened the safe and we helped
ourselves to any money, stamps, or
change. As the safe manufacturers
responded to these attacks, new
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safes were built that
sometimes took two or
three explosions to
open. It was a risky
business, and
sometimes the safe, its
contents, and the
building itself were
destroyed. Guns were
often part of the
process, and deaths
were not uncommon.

As YEGGS, we claimed

CHARACTER STUDY IN “‘YEGGMEN.”

dollar’s worth of
postage stamps. They
would have realised it
even sooner if they had
taken the time to turn
the unlocked handle!

As federal detectives
became better
equipped to pursue and
capture safe-breakers,
and safe manufacturers
improved their products
to thwart our schemes,

to be disinterested in
accumulating wealth
and living high on the proceeds of our
burglaries. After a successful robbery,
it was not abnormal for a gang to
head to a tavern and spend all their
loot getting drunk. If they had been
exceptionally successful, they were
known to simply throw the money on
the bar and invite anyone present to
help drink up the proceeds. Oh, those
were great times!

There are dozens of legendary and
colourful stories about successful and
not-so-successful robberies. (We
weren’t always clever!) In the autumn
of 1895, a group of YEGGS broke into
a post office but got away with only
$10 in cash. Entering the office
afterward, the postmaster was
relieved to find that the unlocked
money drawer filled with cash and
stamps had not been disturbed!

In another attempted robbery where
much damage was done to a post
office, the YEGGS quickly found out
that the safe contained less than a

Credit: New York Almanack

the attacks on post
offices in rural
communities greatly diminished. By
the 1920s, reports of YEGG activity
were rare, and the term YEGG quickly
fell out of use.

I, William Barrett, was just one of
many YEGGS or YEGGMEN, but one
of the few that history remembers by
name. On 1 June 1907, | was
sentenced to five years in San
Quentin prison for my crime — a light
sentence because | pleaded guilty
and the money was recovered. | had
been hounded so perniciously by the
Pinkerton Detective Agency, that |
was forced to return the stolen funds —
which | did, together with a letter that |
signed ‘John Yegg'. You will gather
that we were all proud to identify as
YEGGS.

Please remember us when you play
YEGG(S) or YEGGMAN/YEGGMEN
on your Scrabble board, and help
keep our legends alive.

Forwords Winter 2025
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RETINA Rap

written and
performed by Mike
Currie

As seen on Youtube

Well, the first stem | learnt was
RETINA, in fact,

And how many times is RETINA on
your rack?

It combines with 20 letters — an
incredible fact.

So my mission’s that you listen to the
RETINA rap.

Proposed by Alex Gandar, endorsed
by Lawson Sue:

‘There’s a gap in the market. They
would listen to you.

You could put it in the magazine, next
to Val's editorial

Thenrapitin arap song as a
YouTube tutorial.’

So I'll sing through the alphabet: A, B,
C, etc.

And combine each letter, yeah, with
the stem of RETINA.

RETINA+A has no seven-letter
bonuses
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By Mike Currie, Mt. Albert

But yields eights like ANTIRAPE.
That’'s what the diagnosis is.
ATEBRIN- there’s only one when you
combine with B, right?

But with C, you see, I'm CERTAIN
there are seven: CRINATE,
NACRITE,

TACRINE, CANTIER, CERATIN and
CREATIN,

The last of which, | *GES you know,
takes three hooks. It's a weird ‘n.
There’s TRAINED, DETRAIN,
ANTIRED; ARENITE, RETINAE,
TRAINEE,

With F, FAINTER and FENITAR, a
plant for treating scurvy.

G yields GRANITE, INGRATE,
TANGIER, TEARING and GRATINE.
Don’t put an S on GRATINE, you
shouldn’t to do that, man.

HAIRNET, T

INEARTH, g
THERIAN (a £,
marsupial -
subclass).
RETINA + I's
INERTIA (failing
to stop when P
you run fast.) :
With J, A%l
JANTIER or
NARTJIE, a

ToMIToRY
Aomerns gimest

South African

. FENITAR: another
tangerine

name for the plant
FUMITORY



And KERATIN’s like CERATIN, a
nail’s fibrous protein.

Well, the first stem | learnt was
RETINA, in fact,

And how many times is RETINA on
your rack?

It combines with 20 letters — an
incredible fact.

So my mission’s that you listen to the
RETINA rap.

Proposed by Alex Gandar, endorsed
by Lawson Sue:

‘There’s a gap in the market. They
would listen to you.

You could put it in the magazine, next
to Val’s editorial

Thenrapitin arap song as a
YouTube tutorial.’

If you don’t know RETINA+L, you
must be kidding.

RATLINE’s not a line of rats but steps
in sailors’ rigging.

Of course there’s RETINAL,
RATLINE, ENTRAIL and RELIANT
And TRENAIL with one ‘e’ or 2 ‘e”’s as
a variant.

RETINA + M, let’s not forget

Equals RAIMENT, MERANTI and
MINARET.

Add an ‘N’ for ENTRAIN and
TRANNIE you know

Isn’t ‘transgender’ but ‘transistor
radio’.

It's a bit obscene, alphabetically
mean,
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That with an ‘O’
there’s only
NOTAIRE and
OTARINE

Or OTARINE
(seal-like), an
American
translates

But add another
letter and there are 31 eights!

P PERTAINs to PAINTERs who
REPAINT anew

And as Patrick Carter says it takes A,
E,I,O,U.

Of course it is a senseless rack-
RETINA+Q

But there’s QUAINTER and
ANTIQUER if you add a little U.
RETINA+S has 11 anagrams.

| can’t count them on my hands.

It's like a Scrabble exam.

OTARINE: eared seals

If you knew them all already, well
done! If you are keen

To learn them all, ask ULU or Rodney
Jardine.

I INTREAT you to learn RETINA+T

In case you get a TERTIAN fever or
nibble on TARTINE.

NATTIER dreads would find reggae
music ITERANT

And NITRATE is the last one, in case
you were ignorant.

Well, the first stem | learnt was
RETINA, in fact,

And how many times is RETINA on
your rack?

Forwords Winter 2025
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It combines with 20 letters- an
incredible fact.

So my mission’s that you listen to the
RETINA rap.

Proposed by Alex Gandar, endorsed
by Lawson Sue:

‘There’s a gap in the market. They
would listen to you.

You could put it in the magazine, next
to Val’s editorial

Thenrapitin arap song as a
YouTube tutorial.’

If you drink a lot of Red
Bull which has TAURINE
as a stimulant,

ull You could URINATE in
your trousers, if a toilet
stop’s not imminent.
And if this happens more
than once, you could
RUINATE them.

Red Bull  This is my piss poor story

contains  for U and the RETINA
TAURINE stem.

Now RETINA+V is a curious creature,

ENERG

Like RETINA+A or X or Y, no sevens
feature.

But if you remember the mnemonic
CURL,

You get NAVICERT, VAUNTIER,
VERATRIN and INTERVAL.

There’s TAWNIER and TINWARE
which are just fantastic,

Then EXPIRANT, RETAXING and
XERANTIC.

For RETINA+X, oh Lordy! Good
heavens!

Use it for a hotspot or eights. There
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are no sevens.
Similarly with Y,
there’s INTERLAY
and TYRAMINE.
This old TYRAMINE,
been flat a thousand
times.

Each time | get that
rack, | fear a small heart attack.

And finally, he said, there’s
RETINA+Z,

Which again does not yield sevens
but with vowels, yields eights instead.
But I'll let you look them up. | can't tell
you ALL my secrets.

Needless to say, RETINA'’s a stem of
sweet uniqueness.

It doesn’t need an S, it's so well-
balanced you see

With the highest prob letters - A, E, |,
N,Rand T.

Aged cheese is high
in TYRAMINE

Well, the first stem | learnt was
RETINA, in fact,

And how many times is RETINA on
your rack?

It combines with 20 letters — an
incredible fact.

So my mission’s that you listen to the
RETINA rap.

Proposed by Alex Gandar, endorsed
by Lawson Sue:

‘There’s a gap in the market. They
would listen to you.

You could put it in the magazine, next
to Val's editorial

Thenrapitin arap song as a
YouTube tutorial.’
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To watch the Retina Rap, please click Ed: I've always wished | could look at

on the link below: RETINA on my rack and just know

https://youtu.be/s1cc XqVMkM?si=3B- Straight way what it didn’t go with.

eQFyxfZc401i3 Finally have made up this to help me
remember: “A Queen’s Xray Yields
Virtually Zero”.

If anyone can think of a better one,
please let me know.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Tournament Calendar 2025-2026

Whanganui Whanganui 25-26 October
Swissvember Wellington 8-9 November
Otago Lions Open Dunedin 29-30 November
SNZ Women’s

Championship Auckland 10-11 Jan
Jafa-Versary Auckland 24-25 January
*Masters Whanganui 4-6 April

Mt Albert Auckland 16-17 May

SNZ Youth

Championship Auckland 18 July

U UESE Brisbane 26-28 September
Challenge P

Mt Albert Auckland 3-4 October

* Limited entry
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https://youtu.be/s1cc_XqVMkM?si=3B-eQFyxfZc401i3
https://youtu.be/s1cc_XqVMkM?si=3B-eQFyxfZc401i3
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Dodgy dictionary definitions are
downright disturbing

By Howard Warner, Scrabble Wellington

While browsing the new Collins
Scrabble Words 2024 (CSW24)
words, | discovered something very
disturbing about Zyzzyva, our primary
word-learning source.

Hundreds of definitions are wrong! Or
unhelpful! Or misleading! But
essentially wrong.

For instance, many definitions refer to
a word without seeming to realise that
it can have more than one meaning.
Or that an altered word form can
change the meaning. And a few
definitions don’t conform to any known
meaning whatsoever.

Why has this happened?

Well, it's not the work of a wannabe
lexicographer who doesn’t understand
English — as you might assume. More
likely it’s the ‘output’ of lexicography-
replacing Al (artificial intelligence).
Which is ironic, given that these
definitions are plain dumb — the very
opposite of intelligent.

This is highly insulting to all people
who care about words. And to us
Scrabblers. It embarrasses me to
think that any English teacher — or
halfway educated person — might
come across these definitions and
think they represent the intelligence of
our community.
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How did we come to this disturbing
state of affairs? My guess is that
Scrabble brand owners Mattel and
Hasbro, who license related
dictionaries and word lists, found it
more expedient (i.e. cheaper) to do
away with lexicography altogether.
Why bother paying professionals
when you can set an algorithm to do
the task — and then sit back and rake
in the dineros?

| really can’t believe that
lexicographers would stand for this
abomination of their noble profession.
But then, who in this world has the
power to hold back the tide of Al?

Fake definitions vs. real ones

So, here are just a few of the many
hundreds of ‘dodgy definitions’ I've
discovered. | give both the fake
definition and the real one, as well as
a few comments on the head-
scratching, laughable idiocy of Al:



Page 21

Word AllZyzzyva Real definition — and comment
definition
“of th i) wid n. a communal meal held in Christian fellowship
AGAPES (of the mou d ),,W' € [Incidentally, Zyzzyva's non-S version is actually an
open (adj.) adverb, not an adjective]
n. pl. (from Latin ‘altrix’, not allowed in Scrabble)
types of bird species whose young are born
ALTRICES “altricial birds” unformed and helpless
[‘Altricial’ is the adjective from ‘altrices’, so the
Zyzzyva definition is totally unhelpful]
n. pl. of ANTIMAN (Caribbean slang) an effeminate
P . or homosexual man
ANTIMEN hosile to men” [ad] [Obviously Collins's official expurgators missed this
onel]
. o n. a thick, ankle-high waterproof overshoe; a drab-
ARCTICS very cold” [ad]] coloured hairy butterfly
n. a cry of encouragement to a woman or girl
“<attaboy=sentence | [‘Sentence substitute” is meaningless —and it
ATTAGIRL | substitute> [sentence | doesn't define the word. Besides, ‘attaboy’ is a
substitute]” different word. Zyzzyva has many such instances of
weird rogue code]
AUSTRAL-S, “south i n. pl. of ‘austral’, a former Argentinian currency
AUSTRALES southern adj.
n. a machine for making up paper, hay or cotton into
“money deposited | bales
with a court as a [Maybe they’re mixing it up with BAILER - but that’s
BALER security for a a device for removing water from a sinking boat. The
person’s Zyzzyva definition would seem to be for BAIL, a legal
reappearance’” term. And a BAILOR is one who manages bail. This
definition is a dog’s breakfast all round]
“wide semicircular adj. of horses, most reddish
BAYEST indentation of a [Yet the app does include this definition under the
shoreline” entry for BAY!]
BEASTED “large wild animal” | V- in gaming slang, to destroy an opponent
BIBLESS “v_ drink” ad]. (of infants) without a bib, to protect clothing from
) messes
adv. adopting a respectful or submissive pose of
BOWINGLY | “musical technique” | bowing the head to someone
[Nothing to do with violins]
adj. more/most burnt, referring to a hillside being
prepared for farmland
BRENTER, « ” L g
BRENTEST type of goose [To make matters worse, the online ‘Al overview’ in

Google states that brenter and brentest are “not valid
words in Scrabble”]
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“obsolete unit of

n. one who repairs or alters clothing

BUSHELER measure equal to 8
gallons”
“ i i n. pl. high-quality marijuana
CHRONICS of an |IInes§, Ia"stlng pl. nigh-quality |
along time
n. various dastardly types, such as (in Britain) a used
“instrument for -car salesman who illegally winds back milometers;
CLOCKER showing the time” (in the US) a street dealer in crack cocaine. Formerly
in Scotland, a clucking hen
ad]. sitting between the forks of a tree branch or the
“part of the body corners of a billiard table
CROTCHED between the tops of | [If Mattel/Collins wanted to clean up the dictionary for
the legs” impressionable young minds, they missed a beat
here!]
DEWFULL from dl\ﬁth to supply | adj. due and proper, in historic or religious contexts
DINGIED, v. to snub someone or stand someone up on a date
DINGIES, “lacking light”
DINGYING
v. to fail to reach the required standard, to sink
DOPPED “small drink” abruptly [clearly they've mixed it up with ‘a wee
drop’ (of a spirit)]
. d with soft n. (slang) person with Down syndrome
DOWNIES _covered with so ., | [Inwhich case, it should have been expurgated as a
fine hair or feathers
slur word!]
v. to prostitute oneself or associate with prostitutes (a
‘drab’ being an archaic word for prostitute)
DRABBED, “dull and dreary [not | [Anyway, the modern adjectival meaning cited by
DRABNESS family]” Zyzzyva is hardly ‘non-family-friendly’ — unless
they’re encouraging kids to go exploring the word’s
origin]
DUNNIER “in Australia, toilet’ | @dj. of animals, more dun-coloured (grey-brown)
[ cannot find any instance of fleek defined as a
FLEEKS “stylish, on trend [n]” | noun. It seems that it's only ever used in the
adjectival expression ‘on fleek’]
FRANCOS “post-free (adj.)’ n. a monetary unit of Equatorial Guinea
[CSW24 definition reads as if it's a noun. It's not—
. able volatil though it is part of the phrase ‘fulminic acid’. Perhaps
FULMINIC »an une.;deyly edyo aule | that explains the confusion? Also, what's with the
acid” [adj] rogue comma at the start — didn't the publishers get
this proofread at least?]
GOONIER, “person hired to adj. more/most foolish, awkward or silly
GOONIEST commit violent acts”
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v. (US informal) to irritate or irk (someone)

GRAVELED, |“mixture of small stones
GRAVELING and coarse sand”
“a piece of armour for [V. to clean a ship’s bottom by scraping off barnacles,
GREAVING the shin” seaweed etc
GROUSER, ‘ . » |adj.in New Zealand, excellent or outstanding
GROUSEST stocky game bird
HAZELLY | ‘Smalltree producing adj. of eye colour, somewhat hazel
edible nuts”
[Same problem as with FULMINIC. The CSW24
definition reads like a noun, not an adjective. It should
JAVELLE “bleach or stipulate that this is part of the phrase ‘javelle water’,
disinfectant” [adj] meaning a type of bleach or disinfectant. However,
javelle can in fact take an -S. As a noun, it’s also:]
n. (arch.) a bundle of corn
JAWBONED, | “lower jaw of a person Zé):;)ergl::se one’s status or authority to pressure
JAWBONING or animal”
KETCHING | “wo-masted sailing V. (arch. rare) to hang
vessel’
. o n. pl. a lymphatic vessel of the small intestine that
LACTEALS of or like milk absorbs ingested fats
[Overly simplistic and not quite correct. It’'s:] (Afrikaans)
LANDDROS “sheriff’ a Boer magistrate in a rural district of South Africa
before British administration
LAWER, “rule binding on a ad]. (Scottish) lower, lowest
LAWEST community [n]”
- adj. slow, awkward, inert
LOGGISH portion of a felled tree
stripped of branches”
“verson’s distinctive  |™ member of a 16t-century art and design movement
MANNERIST P habit or trait” involving deliberate distortions of the human form
. hi n. in Scotland and northern England, a small lake
MEARE, MEER mere, rt]r? Ing more forming the boundary between two districts (also
an ‘mere’)
There is a verb ‘to mod’ with this meaning. But it
“modify (a piece of wouldn't take an -EST ending, unless it was an Old
English verb ending (‘thou moddest’) — which is highly
MODDEST | software or Pardware) unlikely for a computer term. The base word here is an
v adjective meaning: very modern, up to date or
fashionable (of dress sense)
VORDANTS “sarcastic or scathing |- @ corrosive liquid used in printing

[ad]]
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“pelonging to a
particular class of

v. & adj. of an animal, having its testicles removed
[An example of how a ‘grammatical inflection’ can

NEUTERED grammatical change the meaning completely]
inflections”
. o v. of a horse, to give a soft, breathy neigh
NICKERED pound sterling” | (Nothing to do with the UK slang term for a pound]
n. (obs.) a fool (origin of ‘an idiot))
. , | [Ican'tfind any definition of this as a verb, nor can my
NIDGETED | “typeofhoe [n]" | syord Checker for Scrabble’ app — so it may be a
mistake]
n. a piece of advertising wrapped around a magazine or
newspaper (opposite of ‘insert’)
“WRAPROUND | [The clue to outsert’s noun status is that it takes an -S
OUTSERT [ad]]” plural in our dictionary.
Also, what's with the misspelt, all-capitals word in
Zyzzyva? Again, doesn't anybody proofread this?]
. .. | n.inengineering, a measurement of the changing shape
OVALITY egg-shaped [ad]]" | of 5 tube or wire
Another bit of rogue code — one which refers to the
wrong definition in any case. To pants is:
PANTSED, | “<pants=pl. n>[pl. | V.to pull down someone’s pants without their consent, as
-ES, -ING n| a prank. (Called ‘down-trou’ in New Zealand, ‘dack’ in
Australia, ‘jock’ or ‘zoonk’ in Ireland, and ‘keg’ or ‘queg’ in
England)
(Maori) a New Zealand fern species
. ) [Al'is weirdly extrapolating that Latin words ending in
PARAE paratrooper -A often taken an -E plural. But ‘paratrooper clearly
postdates Latin by many centuries]
PEACHED, ssoft iuicy fruit’ v. to inform on; n. an informer
PEACHER ey
Phallism or phallicism is an anthropological term, a rite in
“worshipper or many cultures and religions. It is not a sexual term — and
venerator of the | if you google it, you won't find the word ‘penis’ mentioned
PHALLIST phallus anywhere. So it's hardly a ‘not_family’ concept.
(not_family) [’ | Besides, youngsters are more likely to stumble over the
words ‘worshipper’ and ‘venerator’
. Not helpful - PLAGIARIZE and PLAGIARISM are
person who extensions of PLAGIARY. Look up ‘PLAGIARISM' in the
plagiarizes ora | app and you're told “an act or instance of plagiarizing’. It
PLAGIARY piece of would be more helpful if it said what the word means:
plagiarism . n. the passing-off of someone else’s written words or
(archaic) [n] ideas as one’s own
PODDIER “handfed calf or | adj. of a person, fatter

lamb”
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PRESSFUL

“apply force or

n. as many grapes as a wine press can hold

weight to”
PROWER, “bow of a vessel’ adj. (obs.) more valiant, brave or gallant
PROWEST
n. pl. of PUCKERY = puckishness or playful
“tending to pucker |mischievousness
PUCKERIES [ad]]’ [Nothing to do with pursing of lips and certainly not an
adjective!]
“ . ker wh ts pig iron int hti
PUDDLER small pool Qf WaEer’ n. a worker who converts pig iron into wrought iron
esp. of rain [n]
n. pl. poor white person in the US (who wears rags) [Another
o . |slurword for a specific milieu that seems to have escaped
RAGGIES adj. ragged the censor]
n. a cereal grass (another spelling of ‘ragee’, ‘raggee’, ‘ragi’)
RIGHTIER “RIGHTY, right- |adj. (more) of the political right (compare LEFTER,
handed person [n]” |LEFTEST)
. , v. to clip a horse’s mane; to cut a curve in a sail for a better
ROACHING | Eurasian fr?shwater fit; in online dating, to hide your existing involvement with
fish another person [which could be seen as fishy, | guess]
“get up from a lying, |adj. of gardens, not having any roses
ROSELESS | sitting, or kneeling |[Surely one of the dumbest mis-definitions]
position [v]’
ROWABLE straight ||n§ of” adj. of a small boat, able to be rowed
people or things
“dark fur froma |ad]. blackest (as in the colour of sable fur)
SABLEST | small weasel-like
Arctic animal”
SCAPED, “leafless stalk in  |v. to escape; to take in beautiful scenery
SCAPING plants”
SHARKING “large usu predatory |Vv. to pester a woman for sex; cheat at cards; practise usury;
sea fish” mess with someone’s head in pool or billiards
“whitefish of certain |adj. more cross-eyed or squinty
SKELLIER | lakes in the Lake
District’
adj. of weather, rainy or wet
. ) [They've clearly confused it with ‘slatternly’, which means
SLATTERY slovenly ‘slutty’ (like a prostitute or a wife who's terrible at housework)
— try explaining this one to kids!]
SMEETHING “3 duck” v. to make smooth; to smite
SOUPLES “supple [adj]’ n. a silk with the sericin removed
SQUIDDED, | “a sea creature with |V- to fish using squid for bait; to squeeze
SQUIDDING tentacles”
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n. a pot or vat for steeping; a shrub stem in a hedgerow

STEEPERS | “sloping sharply [adj’
n. in anatomy or orthopaedic surgery, the linking of joint
components such as bones and ligaments. [Syndetic is
SYNDESIS, “use of syndetic merely the adjective from syndesis, so Al's definition is
SYNDESES constructions” unhelpful. Perhaps it’s getting confused with
SYNDETON, a grammatical term for a type of
sentence’]
n. a former monetary unit of Guinea, in West Africa;
(arch.) a nautical measurement of depth, equal to a
SYLI “Finnish unit of volume” |fathom
[Cant find the Finnish definition anywhere - at least not
in English!]
TABBIER make a matenaﬁl ad]. of a cat, more streaked with brown and grey
appear wavy [v]
n. a thin, ribbon-like pasta, similar to tagliatelle —
[Zyzzyva is technically correct, because the original
“ » meaning was a style of overcoat made famous by the
TAGLIONI type of coat Italian ballet dancer Filippo Taglioni. But that is obscure
and now obsolete — all anybody needs to know these
days is the pasta]
TANAGRA “type of tanager  |n. a small terracotta figurine from the 4t century BC,
[American songbird]” [found buried under an ancient Greek city
adj. barren, unfruitful
TEEMLESS be full of [v] [Quite the opposite meaning, and definitely not a verb]
“a type of inflorescence, n.an ornamental staff carried by follows of Bacchus in
THYRSUS, pl. occurring in the lilac rituals
THYRSI and grape’ [Zyzzyva is mixing it up with THYRSE]
TIDDIER, “four of trumps in the [ad]. tinier, tiniest
TIDDIEST card game gleek”
n. a minuscule primitive marine animal (from Latin
. - meaning ‘covered in concentric layers’, like the folds of
TUNICATE to wear a tunic a Roman soldier's tunic).
[Nowhere can | find this word used as a verb]
n. anything exciting or stimulating
TURNON “something sexually [[Not necessarily to do with sex, unless you have a
exciting (not_family)” [grubby mind — and a perfectly good word to use in the
family home]
UNSHOTS “not shot [adjj]’ n. an unshot gun or arrow; a non-interwoven fabric
. ) v. (past tense) to dance like a model on the catwalk (n.
VOGUED popular style vogueing, voguing)
WRIED, v. to writhe or twist [the same use of ‘wry’ as in the NZ
WRIES, drily humorous (adj.) |woodpecker-like bird ‘wryneck’]
WRYING
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And hundreds of other such lexical
travesties.

Note, although | wasn’t focussing on
Mattel/Collins’s controversially
expunged ‘slur words’, | did find a few
perplexing inclusions. Some words
clearly describe a member of a
minority group — yet the censors
obviously missed this because the Al-
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sourced definition was faulty. And
some perfectly nice words include a
warning (e.g. “not_family”) on flimsy
grounds. | suspect these are also
based on Al definitions rather than
any considered moral judgment by an
actual person.

It's the inconsistency and arbitrariness
that bothers me.

Snapped by Dylan Early while walking in Wellington
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The certainty of taxes

Of the 620 words in our official word
list that end in AGE, a large number of
them are words relating to taxes or
fees. My word, kings and
governments and landlords were
never at a loss to dream up things to
tax people for, or charge them for, or
sell them the rights to do!!! Rulers
often gifted or sold the right to charge
a toll (for a bridge or road or crossing)
to a village, or the rights to perform a
service, and charge for it, to an
individual.

The earliest record of taxation yet
discovered relates to ancient Egypt
around 3000 BC. Initially every two
years, and then every year, the
pharaoh and his advisors would tour
the kingdom, assess the value of
livestock, and then collect a tax
(payable in grain) on the ownership of
that livestock.

Historically, people in Europe and
elsewhere have paid a tariff on almost
anything: from drying their nets on the
riverbank, to crossing a toll bridge;
from bringing their flock to market in a
town, to a duty for a consul to protect
their commerce; and from a TALLAGE
on their lands, to goods traded in
markets.

In 17th century in England,
householders had to pay a FUMAGE
of one shilling, twice a year, for each
fire, hearth and stove per dwelling.
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By Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers

A window tax (it doesn’t have a
unique, more interesting word!),
based on the number of windows in a
house, was first introduced in England
in 1696 by William Ill to cover revenue
lost by the clipping of coinage, eg. the
tax for a house in 1747 with ten to

14 windows, was 6d per window. Not
long after its introduction, people
bricked up their windows to avoid
paying the tax. The tax was repealed
in 1851 after pressure from doctors
and others who argued that lack of
light was a source of ill health.

Some taxes were quite ‘creative’. For
example, in the twelfth century, Pope
Celestine 1ll stated that the air used
by windmills was owned by the church
and so a tax must be paid to the
church for their use.

You could sometimes even be
charged for something you didn’t
have. For example, somebody
dreamed up the CHUMMAGE, paid by
a prisoner for the sole use of a cell -
actually paying to NOT have a chum!
It may have been paid to the gaoler or
to the cellmates. (There’s a modern-
day equivalent that the tourist industry
refers to as a ‘single supplement’, the
fee charged by hotels to compensate
for the fact that a
single room is
occupied by one
person instead of
two.)




The various taxes imposed since
ancient and medieval times are
represented by the dozens of -AGE
words that appear in our official word
list. For example:

TOLLAGE: to cross a bridge, use a
road or crossing

FUMAGE(s): hearth tax

HIDAGE(S): tax paid to king for every
hide of land

MURAGE(S): levy for upkeep of city's
walls

PAVAGE(S): charge for paving
streets

SOCAGE(S): SOCCAGE(S), tenure
of feudal land

CORNAGE: rent based on number of
horned cattle

ESCUAGE / SCUTAGE: tax on a
knight's fee

LASTAGE: tax for the right to carry
goods

PANNAGE: for having animals in a
forest

HEADAGE: tax on headcount of
animals

STREETAGE: for using a street
PONTAGE: toll paid on bridges, or tax
for repairing them

STALLAGE: for a market stall

In the past, and nowadays, merchants
and service providers seem to be the
creators of the -AGE words that name
their fees and charges. And so we
have FULLAGE (for fulling cloth) and
MILLAGE from the past, and the more
modern HIRAGE / HIREAGE [which,
unfathomably, Ulu labels particularly
as a NZ word], PIPAGE / PIPEAGE
(for the use of a pipeline), CRANAGE,
GUIDAGE, POSTAGE, TUNNAGE
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(on imported wines), etc.

We are familiar with the modern-day
CORKAGE, but CAKEAGE is quite a
recent word (from the 1990s), that
restaurants charge diners for bringing
in a celebratory cake. Both are
virtually charges (like CHUMMAGE)
for not doing something (ie. not
buying something from the
restaurant), as well as covering labour
and use of crockery and glasses.

By the time you'd paid the charges for
CARTAGE, STOWAGE, TOWAGE,
WAGONAGE, HAULAGE, RAILAGE
and even EXPRESSAGE of your
goods; or DOCKAGE, KEELAGE (to
keep a boat in harbour), LOCKAGE
(for passing through locks),
MOORAGE, QUAYAGE, PIERAGE,
BERTHAGE and WHARFAGE of your
vessel; wouldn't it piss you off to have
to pay a tax on a tax, or a fee on top
of all the other fees, called a

there were, and perhaps still are, such
things! PRIMAGE, for example, was a
fee in addition to FREIGHTAGE paid
to a ship’s captain and crew for the
special care of cargo.

Mercifully, many of the above (often
ad hoc) taxes are historic, but many
others are now officially included in
licences, taxes or rates charged by
local or central governments. Make
the most of the system, by playing a
taxation -AGE word on the Scrabble
board whenever you can!
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*Scrabbledromes

By Jeff Grant, Independent

A palindrome is a word, name, phrase, sentence or longer piece that reads the
same backwards as forwards, for example: RADAR, LISA BASIL, AMORAL
AROMA and NEVER ODD OR EVEN.

Palindromes can be useful in Scrabble for getting rid of duplicate letters. for
example, with a rack of AAAAATT, you could play ATAATA, with IIMMNN, try
MINIM, and EEEMMSS yields the bonus SEMEMES (or MESEEMS).

In the December 2007 Forwords, Jethro Snafflerod (aka John Foster) listed
152 palindromic words allowed in Scrabble. During the last 18 years another 10
have been added to the collection, bringing the total to 162.

Here is a full list of all current Scrabble palindromes, along with some
interesting unallowed specimens, bringing the total up to an appropriate 181.
This number is the same when inverted or viewed in a mirror.

*A the indefinite article. Cathy Woods once opened a game at the Norfolk
Island Scrabble Festival with A on the centre star. One-letter words are not
allowed, but her opponent Glennis Hale gratefully accepted the play and
extended it to the triple-word square with A/TROCITY!

AA: rough scoriaceous lava, unlike ALA: flat winglike process, especially
‘pahoehoe’, which is smooth and of bone

shiny ALULA: bastard wing of a bird

ABA: outer garment worn by Arab AMA: also amah, oriental nurse
women ANA: collection of reminiscences
ABBA: Syriac or Coptic bishop ANANA: pineapple

ACCA: an academic (Australian ANNA: former coin of India

slang)

AGA: Turkish commander
AHA: exclamation of exultation,
surprise, etc.

AlA: also ayah, nursemaid

*AILIPHILIA: love of palindromes
(Wiktionary) Just the kind of ‘quirky’
term some dictionaries like to include.

AKA: NZ vine

AA lava
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ARAARA: NZ trevally (fish)

ATAATA: cat’s-eye, marine gastropod
(N2)

AUA: yellow-eye mullet (NZ)

AVA: also kava, narcotic drink

AWA: away (Scots)

AYAYA: traditional Inuit storytelling
song

*BAB: dialect for ‘bob’, a bait for eels
(Shorter Oxford Dict.), allowed in the
early 1980s in NZ.

BIB: to tipple

BOB: to cheat

BOOB: to blunder

BUB: strong drink

CIVIC: of a city or citizen

DAD: to thump

DEED: to transfer property
DEGGED: watered (a plant, etc.)
DEIFIED: made godlike

DEKED: deceived an opponent,
especially in ice hockey

DELED: marked text to be deleted
DENNED: retired to a den
*DEPPED: acted as dep (deputy),
deputised, in common use
(Wiktionary)

DERED: injured (obsolete)
*DETARTRATED: removed
tartrates, especially from fruit
juice or wine (Wiktionary)
DEWED: moistened with dew
(not a synonym for ‘divorced’)
DID: carried out

DOD: to knock, thump

DUD: failure

ECCE: behold
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EE: Scots for
‘eye’, plural ‘een’
EKE: to manage
with difficulty

EME: old word for
‘uncle’

EE is Scots for EYE

ENE: same as

e’en; even

ERE: to plough

ESSE: actual existence

EVE: evening (poetic)

EWE: female sheep

EYE: to observe narrowly

GAG: to practise fraud

GIG: to raise the nap on cloth
*GOG: used in oaths for God; once
allowed in Scrabble but now
capitalised

GOOG: NZ and Australian slang for
an egg; full as a goog, drunk
HADEDAH: large grey-green S
African ibis

HAH: exclamation of surprise,
triumph, derision, etc.

HAJJAH: female Muslim who has
made a pilgrimage to Mecca
HALALAH: Saudi Arabian coin
HALLAH: Jewish bread eaten
to celebrate the Sabbath
HEH: fifth letter of the Hebrew
alphabet

HOH: to stop (obsolete)

HUH: expression of disgust,
disbelief, enquiry, etc.

*IHIIHI: this modern Maori word
for ‘awesome’ hasn’t caught on
(vet)

IWI: Maori tribe (NZ)
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MARRAM grass

KAIAK: also KAYAK

KAK: South African slang for rubbish
or faeces

*KAKKAK: small bittern of Guam
(Webster’s Dict.), unplayable because
of the 4 Ks

KAYAK: to travel or race in an Inuit-
style canoe

KEEK: to peep
KOOK: to dart in and out of sight

LAHAL: team game of the Pacific
Northwest indigenous people

LAVAL: pertaining to lava

LEMEL: metal dust and filings
LEVEL: to speak honestly

*LOL: textspeak for ‘laughing out
loud’, coming soon? (yaba)
MADAM: to address as ‘madam’,
courteous to a woman

MALAM: also MALLAM
*MALAYALAM: language spoken by
over 35 million people in South India
(Scrabble words derived from
Malayalam include teak, tindal

and arena)

MALLAM: in Nigeria, a learned man
MAM: mother

MARRAM: seaside grass
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MEM: 13th letter of Hebrew alphabet
MIM: demure, prim (Scots)

MINIM: musical note equal to two
crotchets

MM: an expression of assent or
satisfaction

MMM: extended MM

MOM: North American ‘mum’, mother
MUM: to act in a mime

NAAN: slightly leavened bread, in
Indian and Pakistani cooking

NAN: grandmother

NISIN: antibiotic produced by lactic
acid bacteria

NON: not

NOON: to rest at midday

NUN: bluetit

*OBBO: slang for ‘observation’,
common in crime drama, along with
*vic (victim), *fox (toxicology, eg

*tox report) and *misper (missing
person).

OBO: an oil and bulk ore ship

OHO: exclamation of surprise

ONO: another name for the wahoo
fish

OO: wool (Scots)

OPPO: one’s counterpart, short for
‘opposite’

OTTO: fragrant oil made from the
damask rose
OWO: expression
of surprise

OXO: containing
oxygen

PAP: to feed with
pap, soft food for
infants

0O is Scots for wool



PEEP: to cheep like 7 .
a chicken

PEP: to put pep
(vigour) into

PIP: to beat narrowly
POOP: to exhaust
POP: to shoot
PULLUP: the act of
raising oneself while
hanging by the hands
PUP: to give birth to a pup or pups
QAJAQ: a kayak (inuit)

RADAR: an electronic locating device
*RECONOCER: to recognise, in
Spanish. Nigel no doubt learnt this
word before winning the Spanish
World Scrabble champs last year.
REDDER: one that ‘redds’, puts in
order

*REDIVIDER: one that divides again
(Wiktionary); once listed in

the Guinness Book of Records as the
longest English palindrome, despite
not appearing in any dictionary at the
time.

REFER: to direct for information, etc.
REIFIER: one that reifies, regards as
real

REPAPER: to put on new wallpaper
REVIVER: stimulating drink
ROTATOR: muscle that rotates
ROTAVATOR: rotary cultivator
ROTOR: rotating part

SAGAS: old Icelandic prose narratives
*SAIPPUAKAUPPIAS: Finnish

for 'soap-seller’, the longest
palindrome to fit on a standard
Scrabble board. Yes, there is a

PULLUP
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Finnish Scrabble set!

*SALAS: dining halls (Shorter Oxford),
early NZ Scrabble

SAMAS: muttonfishes

*SAZAS: administrative areas in
Uganda, which has a strong Scrabble
scene, so look out for this word in
future.

SEDES: a seat

SEES: perceives

SEITIES: selves, personal identities
SELES: seasons; times of day

SELLES: seats
or saddles

SEMEMES:
units of
meaning

SEMES: types
of ornamental
pattern

SENES:
Samoan
monetary units

SERES: scorches; dries up
SERRES: presses close
SESSES: taxes

SEXES: ascertains the sex
SHAHS: former rulers of Persia

*SILLIS: surname of NZ Scrabbler
Helen Sillis; also an old plural
of ’sill’ (Oxford Dict)

SIMIS: short E African swords
SIRIS: Asian betel plants
SIS: sister

SLAHALS: pl. of SLAHAL, another
name for the game of LAHAL

SELLE(S)
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TIRRIT: alarm, fright

TIT: to tug

= TOOT: to inhale a drug

TOROT: a plural of 'torah’, a law or
precept in Jewish scripture

TOT: to add up

TUT: to express mild disapproval
ULU: Inuit knife

My UMU: Maori earth oven

UTU: Maori concept of retribution,
*SOHOS: huntsmen’s calls, formerly vengeance

OK in British and NZ Scrabble. SOHO
is now just an exclamation with no
plural.

SOLOS: performs alone

SOS: fifth notes of the sol-fa musical
scale

STATS: statistics

STETS: restores after marking for
deletion

UWU: expression of admiration
VAV: sixth Hebrew letter
WAW: a wave

WOW: to impress

*X: to cross out or delete. The past
tense XED is OK in Scrabble, but
perversely most dictionaries show the
other tenses as x-ing or x’ing and x-es

or x’s..

STOTS: causes to bounce YAY: an affirmative vote
SUCCUS: juice; fluid secretion .

ZIZ: to nap
SULUS: Fijian sarongs ZUZ: old Hebrew silver coin
SUS: to inspect; to investigate 777-
SUSUS: West Indian savings snoring
schemes sound (one
TALLAT: a loft of the least
TAT: to touch; to flog played
TENET: opinion or doctrine held as threes).
true

TERRET: ring on a dog’s collar
TET: teth, the ninth Hebrew letter

Whose name has the anagram “I AM A WEAKISH SPELLER”? |

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
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Puzzle Pozzy

Strange Matings
By Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers

Over the years, I've compiled a list of compound words that consist of two
animals in an unlikely-looking pairing, eg GOATFISH, WOLFHOUND, etc. |
have more than 60 words so far.

Mostly, it’s obvious what’s going on with such words; we _‘,
understand instinctively that a goatfish is a fish, not a goat,
and that it has that name because (whoever named it " &
thought) it looks or behaves like a goat, or it is associated

with the animal for some other reason. )

However, every now and then, | discover a word with a
meaning that’s partly or wholly unrelated to the two parts of the word.

In the following questions, see if you can spot the odd one out, ie. the word in
each group that is not connected to an animal mentioned in the word:

Example: COCKROACH, FOXHOUND, RATFISH, SNAKEBIRD and
WOLFRAM. The odd one out is WOLFRAM — it’s not a wolf and not a ram, but
a metal (tungsten).

1. COWFISH, DOGFOX, DUCKMOLE, HAWKMOTH and SHEEPDOG.
BULLFROG, CATWORM, HORSEFLY, MOUSEBIRD and WORMFLY.
ANTLION, COCKBIRD, DEERHOUND, FOXSHARK and LIONFISH.
BULLBAT, COWBIRD, DEERFLY, PIGFISH and RAMCAT.

BEARCAT, BOARFISH, BULLDOG, COWBIRD and RATFISH.
BATFISH, BATFOWL, DOLPHINFISH, FISHWORM and SHREWMICE.
BUCKRAM, DOGFISH, FOXFISH HOGFISH, and GRUBWORM.
BUFFALOFISH, CATBIRD, CATFISH, FROGFISH and ZEBRASS.

ANTBEAR, CODFISH, EELWORM, GOOSEFISH and
TOADFISH.

10.BATHORSE, COCKCROW, COCKHORSE, DRAGONFLY
and WOLFISH.

© © N o g kb w0 N

Answers on page 44.

Forwords Winter 2025



Page 36

Club News

Extracted from a handout at the
recent Whangarei Tournament:

Congratulations Whangarei
Scrabble Club
A little bit of History....

A chance meeting at the WWC
midwinter Christmas Luncheon where
Bev Edwards sat opposite Evelyn
Haywood and her new friend Gerald
Warner (father of Howard Warner),
set wheels in motion for the formation
of Whangarei Scrabble Club.

General conversation, events,
interests and Gerald mentioned he
had started the Orewa Scrabble Club
to which Bev replied “if you start one
here | will definitely join”. A meeting
was advertised and 20 years ago on
16" June 2005 ‘The Whangarei
Scrabble Club’ was official.

20 years later we have five original
members still with us. Allie Quinn,
(Life Member), Suzanne Harding,
Margie Hurly, Lynn Thompson and
Bev Edwards.

Whangarei Scrabble Club Members
have formed wonderful friendships
and combined well to make our Club
a very welcoming place to be. Over
the years we have had Members
come and go for various reasons but
who have often kept in touch from all
over the world.

2008 in particular was an amazing
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year socially. We had the
“Scrabbleros” Quiz Team weekly at
the Northland Club. Attended ‘Opera
in the Orchard’. A Team of six went to
Norfolk Island. Anne Scatchard won a
trip for four for a week in Rarotonga,
(flights, accommodation and breakfast
included). Straws were drawn on who
would accompany her and the very
lucky members were Cicely Bruce,
Margie Hurly and Bev Edwards. It was
amazing!

Club members have attended
tournaments throughout the country
with a few extra special ones:
Riverhead Guesthouse in Horeke
(hosted by Val Mills and Paul), Paihia
Inaugural, and Hokianga/Opononi.

The club has had several venues
since its inception and we are very
fortunate that for the last 14 years we
have called the Bridge Club our home
for weekly club days and our
Tournaments. Our membership
stands at 27 with a few others
showing interest. Generally we have
around 20 on a club day.

Our first Whangarei Tournament was
on the 8th and 9th of July 2006 so |
guess it will be another VIGESIMAL
CELEBRATION next year. | cannot
think that far ahead!

VIGESIMAL / VICENNIAL/
*VIGINTENNIAL: relating to or based
on the number 20.
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Whangarei Scrabble Club celebrates 20 years:

Five of the original members of the Whangarei Club
L-R: Suzanne Harding Bev Edwards, Margie Hurley, Allie Quinn,
Lynn Thompson

Suzanne Harding and Bev Edwards with the tea
towel the Whangarei Council donated for each of
us

Cicley Bruce cuts the cake
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Ask Liz

Recording the blank

| have written about
this quite recently
(last year, | think).
However, | think the
hardest thing for
both new and not
SO new players is
that they may
practise at their club
with scoring, using the clock, maybe
even tile-tracking, but what players
get very little practice at except when
at a tournament, is recording a blank
they have played, in the correct place
and at the correct time. All we usually
have at club play is the space on the
score sheet to record it. This is
exactly what a player did in a recent
tournament, when his opponent
played a word with a blank. That
opponent had said what the blank
was, but it was misheard for
something else and was not recorded
in the right place by the person
playing it, which is on the RESULTS
SHEET being used for that game. It
was then misunderstood and
recorded incorrectly by the opponent.
The player of the blank had not
recorded it anywhere. This caused me
to be summoned over when the blank
was assumed to be the letter written
on the opponent’s score sheet and
that person was challenged. It was a
tricky situation but | allowed the word

Liz Fagerlund
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by Liz Fagerlund, Mt. Albert

to stay with the assumption the only
proof of blank designation was what
was recorded on the score sheet of
one player!

“When playing a blank the player
must declare what letter it represents.
The blank shall continue to represent
the declared letter for the remainder
of the game. The player playing a
blank will write the letter that the blank
represents on the result sheet that will
be used for the game and will ensure
that the other player has sighted it.

A player who plays a blank must
declare it as in the rule above,
BEFORE pressing the timer. If a
player ends the turn without correctly
declaring a blank, the opponent may
immediately restart that player’s timer
and demand that the blank be
properly declared. Pressing of the
timer by the opponent in this instance
does not count as a passed turn.”

| still overhear players (usually in a
lower grade) filling in the result slip
after the game and saying “what were
the blanks?” In other words, they
were not recorded at the correct time.
Too late after the game is over. The
person inputting the results has no
interest at all in what letter the blanks
represent!!

Remember — the sole reason for
recording the blank is that both
players are very aware of what letter



in represents for the entirety of the
game. The reason for recording the
blank before pressing the clock, is a
challenge cannot be issued until a
turn is finished (i.e. the clock pressed)
and players need to be certain of the
blank designation before they issue a
challenge.
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One more thing!

A reminder to clubs wanting to put
tournament notices on Slack.
Messages are now removed from
Slack after three months, so it's a
good idea not to put entry forms on
there too early as they will disappear
before closing date!

Strike while the Iron is Hot

by Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers

| need to do some
IRONING today! The
pile is so big, I'll need to
IRON and IRON
ANDIRON!

Not with a FLATIRON

But maybe we should
strike before the iron gets
hot? Ladies, put down your
appliances MIDIRON, and
join my protest group, the
GRIDIRON Gang, whose
aim is to create an

or a SADIRON - two

names for an IRON clearly invented
by a depressed woman feeling sad
and flat because of the size of her pile
of IRONING — but with my new fabric
steamer.

Have you got a pile of things awaiting
your IRON and your IRONING (or
ROINING) skills? Fed up with being
an IRONIST? Need an IRONCLAD
excuse to ignore it for a few more
hours? Perhaps with a bit of word
study?

Check it out: IRON has more
anagrams than you'd realise at first:
INRO, ROIN, NOIR and NORI;
IRONE, a fragrant liquid, is an
unusual end hook, and the only front
hook is GIRON, a term in heraldry.

ENVIRON where NONIRON is the
norm.

"ENDIRON!" | say!

No more IRONWORK for me. | don't
want to be an IRONWOMAN any
more. | hereby resign as an
IRONSMITH!

(Can | keep my WORDSMITH title,
though?)

Ed: You May! WORD Jennifer SMITH
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History lesson in a word

DOSE takes an end hook of H,
for DOSEH: and DOSEH(S),
the anagram of HOSED and
SHOED, has a fascinating
meaning.

It's an Arabic word for a religious
ceremony that takes place in Cairo
during the festival of the Prophet's
birth. At least, it used to take place
then. The practice was abolished in
1884 — and no wonder! Because the
ceremony involved the sheik of the
dervishes riding a horse over the
prostrate bodies of his followers.
Sounds scary.

I'm surprised, though, that it was
abolished so long ago. It sounds like it
would be a modern thing to do, to
abolish the practice. Perhaps they
worked out that the religion would die
out if they kept up the practice, which
had the potential to kill or maim lots of
followers!!

The lllustrated London News of 1861
gives the following account of the
DOSEH ceremony of that year:

This most remarkable of the...
ceremonies in connection with the
Moslem religion takes place on the
last day of the Festival of the Birthday
of the Prophet. The fete is held in...the
gardens of the Esbekieh...the Sheik
[arrives]...on horseback, escorted
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By Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers

by...grenadiers from the Viceregal
Guard and a crowd of officious
ecclesiastics...the
devotees...apparently lost to
everything but paradise and
eternity...urged by the dervishes,
throw themselves flat upon the ground
and are then carefully arranged...
(care being taken to have the heads
all one way), and continue their cry of
"Allah!" which is taken up by the
spectators, who become very much
excited. The Sheik's horse is...highly
trained, and unshod, but always
hesitates to place its foot on the first
body...each man is trodden upon
twice. It is rarely, if ever, that the
horse misses his footing - placing one
foot on the shoulder of one man and
one hind foot upon the hip of another.
Immediately the Sheik has passed
over, the men leap up, shouting the
usual "Allahhu!" The excitement at
this particular moment is intense, and
the [police] are extremely lively and
energetic in keeping the mob back.
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The Hole Story

By Patrick Carter, Mt. Albert

Quite a few bingos end in the letters -HOLE, but you rarely see one played.
Could this be a hole in our knowledge?

I should know. In a game streamed from the Trans-Tasman | was pleased to
find MONOPOLE to win a game. However, | had missed an even nicer word on
the previous turn —- WEEPHOLE. A word that | did not know at the time.

Sevens

AIRHOLE: Hole that allows the passage of air.
ARMHOLE: Hole in a garment for the arm to pass through.
ASSHOLE: Slang word for the anus.

BOGHOLE: Natural hole of wet soggy ground.

BOTHOLE: Hole made by the larva of the botfly.
CATHOLE: Hole in a ship for putting lines through.
DOGHOLE: Squalid dwelling place.

EARHOLE: External opening of the ear.

EYEHOLE: Hole through which something is passed.
FOXHOLE: Small pit dug for protection.

JAWHOLE: Cesspit (Interesting definition. You would think it was a mouth.)
KEYHOLE: Opening for inserting a key.

LUGHOLE: Ear

MANHOLE: Hole with a cover for someone to enter a sewer.
MUDHOLE: Hole with mud at the bottom.

OILHOLE: Hole for oil.

PIEHOLE: Slang word for the mouth.

PINHOLE: Small hole made by, or as if by, a pin.
POTHOLE: Hole in the surface of a road.

RATHOLE: A rat’s hiding place or burrow.

SPYHOLE: Small hole in a door for watching secretly.
TAPHOLE: Hole in a furnace for running off molten metal.

Eights

ANETHOLE: Not a hole. A white crystalline
substance.

ARSEHOLE: Vulgar word for the anus.
BLOWHOLE: Nostril of a whale.
BOLTHOLE: Place of escape from danger.

LUGHOLE(S) are ears
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BOREHOLE: Hole driven into the ground for water or
geological information.

BUNGHOLE: Hole in a cask or barrel.

CAKEHOLE: Slang word for the mouth.

COALHOLE: Small coal cellar.

CORNHOLE: Point scored in a game throwing bean
bags in a hole.

DOWNHOLE: Describing any piece of equipment used

down an oil well. PIEHOLE/ CAKEHOLE
FEEDHOLE: Small hole through which a cable is
inserted.

FUNKHOLE: Dugout

GUNKHOLE: To make a series of small boat excursions.
HELLHOLE: Unpleasant or evil place.

KNEEHOLE: Space for the knees, especially under a desk.
KNOTHOLE: Hole in a piece of wood where a knot has been made.
LAMPHOLE: Hole for lowering a lamp into a sewer.

LOOPHOLE: Means of evading a rule without breaking it.
PEEPHOLE: Small aperture for observation.

PESTHOLE: Breeding ground for disease.

PISSHOLE: Vulgar word for hole in soluble matter made by urinating.
PLUGHOLE: Hole in the bottom of a sink or bath.

PORTHOLE: Small round window in a ship or aircraft.
POSTHOLE: Hole dug in the ground to hold a fence post.
SHITHOLE: Vulgar word for a dirty place.

SHOTHOLE: Hole drilled to put explosive for blasting.

SINKHOLE: Depression in the ground where a stream disappears.
SUCKHOLE: To behave in a sycophantic manner.

WEEPHOLE: Small hole in a wall for drainage of moisture.
WELLHOLE: Well shaft.

WOODHOLE: Storage area for wood.

WORMHOLE: Hole made by a worm in timber.

Nines

BLASTHOLE: Hole containing an explosive.

BLOCKHOLE: Lines marked near the stumps on a cricket pitch.
CHUCKHOLE: Another name for a pothole.

CUBBYHOLE: Small enclosed space or room.

DREAMHOLE: Hole admitting light into a tower.

DRILLHOLE: Hole drilled in the ground for exploratory purposes.
HAWSEHOLE: Hole for passing the anchor rope through.
STOKEHOLE: Hole in a furnace through which it is stoked.
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THUMBHOLE: Hole for putting the thumb into.
TOUCHHOLE: Hole in a cannon through which the charge was ignited.
WATERHOLE: Hole in which water collects.

Tens

BUTTONHOLE: Slit though which a button is passed.
FINGERHOLE: Hole in a wind instrument for modifying the pitch.
PIGEONHOLE: Compartment for storing and classifying papers.

There are no -HOLE words longer than 10 letters.

Twenty Years Ago in Forwords

Submitted by Liz Fagerlund, Mt. Albert

From Forwords edition 79,

June 2005. Every limerick submitted gets

. . Lo thoroughly workshopped (I've been
Limerick Dictionary participating there since early March,
| think this is quite fun and | Rave sublnitted 5 2;?;1‘35:;5‘ ?{f,ftklf nd

wonder if any readers would
like to try compiling their
own Limericks related to scrabblers

another dozen “ready for approval”)).
As a group, they’re very keen on
getting meter and rhyme exactly right,
or the recently added words as well as providing a good definition
(CSW24) a8

: of the word (preferably in the
Let us know what you come up with! limerick, but sometimes in the

i . “author’s note”). But they're fairly

tolerant of rhymes etc. that only work

Limerick DiCﬁOnafy in the variety of English spoken by the
by Steven B - writer (once you explain that you're
Though not directly Scrabble-(W) '»Ezl ot Anleflcan).

~ One thing to watch out for if youe
‘tempted to try it out is that the main
site and the message-boards require
separate sign-ups and log-ins.

(What? You wanted an example?
Go look at the site!)

related, some people who enjoy
Scrabble might also like the OEDILF
What's the OEDILF? It’s the :
Omnificent English Dictionary In
Limerick Form, of course. Based at
www.oedilf.com, it's an attempt to
write at least one limerick for eve
sense of every word in the language

(and then some). In a bit over a (Ihere is a keen Scrabbler named Steven
they've just got up to the words year I8 Who plays words with files numbering seven
| starting with ba-. (Hunting around for ||\ e often gets them down
words in the range aa- to ba- that dont i 1S Scrabbler called Brown
| have limericks yet is probably good And then he’s in Scrabble heaven. — Ed]

for the Scrabble.
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Puzzle Pozzy Solutions o

4%

Strange Matings - Answers (from page 35)

You can argue about some of these, but think of it as a discussion, not life and
death questions for Who Wants to be a Millionaire or The Chase!

1.
2.

9.

A DUCKMOLE is not a duck and not a mole, but a platypus.

A WORMFLY is not an actual worm or an actual fly, but a fishing lure (that
looks like a wriggling worm, admittedly!).

An ANTLION is not an ant and not a lion, but an insect resembling a
dragonfly.

A BULLBAT is not a bull and not a bat, but a nocturnal bird with a harsh cry.
(A pidfish, by the way, grunts like a pig. And a COWBIRD is known for
following herds of bison to feed on the insects they disturb.)

A BEARCAT is not a bear and not a cat, but a panda. (Yeah, | know that’s a
type of bear.)

BATFOWL is not a bat and not a fowl, but is a verb meaning to catch birds
by blinding them with a light. (A FISHWORM affects humans who eat fish
contaminated with the parasite's larvae. A DOLPHINFISH is not a dolphin,
but it is a fish!)

BUCKRAM is not a buck and not a ram, but a stiff cotton cloth.

Yes, there is a fish called a CATFISH (because of its catlike whiskers), but it
has a verbal meaning that is more to do with females and phishing, rather
than cats and fish — to create a false identity (online) to lure somebody into
a relationship.

An ANTBEAR is not an ant and not a bear, but an anteater.

10.All dicey ones in this group, just to get you thinking. Take your pick!

COCKCROW is not a cock and not a crow, but is a word for daybreak, of
course. And COCKHORSE is not a cock and not a real horse, but a wooden
horse that’s a toy. You're partly right if

you answered BATHORSE —it's a “Many more people enjoy
horse, but has nothing to do with the the writings of David Tossman

bat animal, but is named for an "
officer's BATman because it carries all thanany ot.her smgle New
Zealand writer. | think that’s

his gear. There’s no such animal as a :
dragon! And although a WOLFFISH is | Probablyif nottrue, then at

a fish that looks like a wolf, WOLFISH | leastbelievable.” - Poet Nick
just means like a wolf, not necessarily | Ascroftin 2020 on the Listener's
a fish. (Similar to GIRAFFISH, which is crossword god”

not a fish either.) So my pick for the As seen in a recent edition of
correct odd one out is WOLFISH. NZ Listener
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Tournament results

Nationals 2025 C Grade
31 May-2 June 2025 1 Lynn Wood IND 15.5 356 392
22 games 2 Mary Curtis WRE 15 200 400
Name Club Wins Spread Ave 3 Jennifer Smith KIw 14 885 403
A Grade 4 GlenyssBuchanan ~ LOH 14 192 400
1 Dylan Early (GM) WEL 17 681 449 5 Jean O'Brien IND 14 0 374
2 Lewis Hawkins (E) IND 15 379 417 6 David Gunn KIW 12 514 411
3 Howard Warner (GM) WEL 14 982 448 7 Helen Sillis WTA 12 50 380
4 Chris Tallman (GM) MTA 13 272 434 8 Rosalind Phillips TGA 12 0 388
5 Joanne Craig (GM) IND 13 239 429 9 Bamey Bonthron KIW 11.5 -417 379
6 Blue Thorogood (GM)  IND 13 41 406 10 Vicky Robertson WEL 10 -444 384
7 Peter Sinton (GM) DUN 12 235 416 11 Lorraine Van Veen IND 9 -233 384
8 Gil Quiballo (GM) IND 11 -355 419 12 Yvette Hewlett IND 5 -1103 372
9 AndrewBradiey (GM) ~ MTA 11 452 406 oo
10 Lawson Sue (GM) MTA 10 -352 409 1 Carolyn Kyle IND 17 657 384
11 Noel Barrett 0S 9 -668 411 e
. 2 Jenny Litchfield WRE 16 463 391
12 Anderina McLean (GM) WAN 6 -920 398 3 Aidan Robins LOH 15 226 379
B Grade 4 Nola Borrell IND 13 49 381
1 Murray Rogers (E) IND 17 918 417 5 Suzanne Liddall WRE 12 526 409
2 Scott Chaput (E) IND 15 689 427 6 Jena Yousif WRE 12 279 377
3 Alexander Gandar MTA 14 527 427 7 Megg Hewlett CHC 11 407 396
4 KarenRichards (E) ~ OS 13 406 414 g Bemie Jardine MTA 11 -265 390
5 Paul Richards 0S 13 -280 393 9 Bev Edwards WRE 11 -316 370
6 Margie Hurly WRE 12 -165 391 10 Cathy Casey WRE 10 -89 382
7 Val Mills (E) MTA 12 -207 413 11 Sue Hensley DUN 10 -632 354
8 Lois Binnie CHC 11 -363 400 12 Su Walker IND 6 -747 372
9 Jason'Slmpson (E)  WRE 10 150 412 E Grade
10 G.Iennls Hale (GM) IND 10 -250 388 1 Tei Natai 0S 18 1467 400
11 Cicely Bruce (GM) WRE 10 -616 393
12 Jane Walton KW 7 -809 380 2 Calum Henderson MTA 18 770 402
3 Tara Hurley MTA 16 77 387
4 Ruth Groffman DUN 145 854 382
5 Ben Tu'itahi MTA 14 338 383
6 Betty Eriksen WAN 115 -84 371
7 Mike Harris MTA 11 -361 362
8 Heather Landon TGA 8 -416 363
9  Suzanne Harding WRE 5 -1313 338
10 Judy Driscoll IND 4 -1332 338

Left: David Gunn had an amazing 731 game at
the 2025 Nationals. There were two 9 timers —
quite an achievement!
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E Grade Whangarei
1 Cooper Ashley MTA 18 1683 395
2 Glenys Hansen MTB 15 215 361  0July2025
3 Rodney Jardine MTA 145 812 379 14 games
4 Taanga Lawrence WEL 13 81 357 Name Club Wins Spread Ave
5 Maheu Papau T-Pole MTA 125 37 375 A Grade
Jacqueline Coldham-
6 Fuszell KW 12 280 353 1 Andrew Bradley (GM) MTA 10 854 458
7 Ruth Godwin ROT 11 76 a3 2 -owsonSue(GM) — MTA 9 570 424
3 CicelyBruce (GM)  WRE 9 137 398
8 Anne Scatchard WRE 11 -161 322 4 Val Mills () MTA 7 -470 392
9 Karen Stew‘art KIw 9 -1329 333 5 Murray Rogers () IND 6 5 407
10 Annette Caisley  WRE 4 134 331 ¢ pexander Gandar ~ MTA 6 662 395
Nationals 2025 winners 7 LizFagerlund (GM) MTA 5 -233 384
8 JasonSimpson (E) WRE 4 -201 396
B Grade
1 Glennis Hale (GM) IND 14 1179 438
2 OliviaEn (E) WAN 10 323 419
3 Margie Hurly WRE 9 -35 386
4 Lorraine Van Veen IND 7 226 419
5 Lynn Wood IND 5 -259 382
6 Karen Gray DUN 4 -82 402
Scott Chaput (2nd), Murray Rogers (1st) ! Mary.Curtls. WRE 4 623 370
& Alexander Gandar (3rd) 8 Jennifer Smith KIW 3 -729 377
- C Grade
1 Suzanne Liddall WRE 10 616 424
2 Jena Yousif WRE 85 -107 383
3 Bernie Jardine MTA 8 357 398
4 Cathy Casey WRE 8 264 408
5 Jenny Litchfield WRE 8 168 389
6 Joanne Morley ROT 6 -186 384
C Grade: 7 Merelyn Fuemana MTA 55 -245 365
Jennifer Smith (3rd), Mary Curtis (2nd), 8 BevEdwards WRE 2 -867 345
Lynn Wood (1st) D Grade
—— 1 SuWalker IND 9 511 412
2 Betty Eriksen WAN 9 317 383
3 Megan Scherer IND 85 -19 375
4 Terry Johnson WRE 8 282 392
5 Dianne Cole-Baker ~ MTA 7.5 235 379
6 Mike Harris MTA 7 45 377
7 Ben Tu'itahi MTA 6 -296 371
8 Roger Cole-Baker MTA 1 -1075 333

Jenny Litchfield 2nd), Carolyn Kyle
(1st), Aidan Robins (3rd)
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E Grade
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Cooper Ashley
June Dowling

Maheu Papau T-Pole

Suzanne Harding
Tess Harris

Val Isherwood
Graeme Quinn
Rodney Jardine

Grade

Ruth Godwin
Jenny Duncan
Sue McQuade
Robert Bruce

Frances Higham
Annette Caisley
Anne Scatchard
Margaret Peters
Lynn Thompson

Kiwi Scrabblers
2-3 August 2025

14 games

Name

A Grade

O N O R WN = DN O RAWN -

Chris Tallman (GM)

Lawson Sue (GM)

Liz Fagerlund (GM)
Andrew Bradley (GM)

Jason Simpson (E)

Val Mills (E)
Olivia En (E)

Grade

Jennifer Smith
Helen Sillis

Lorraine Van Veen

Shirley Martin
Lynn Wood
David Gunn

Jean O'Brien
Mary Curtis

MTA 12
WRE 11
MTA 8
WRE 7

WRE 5
ROT 5
WRE 4
MTA 4

ROT
ROT
WRE
WRE

IND
WRE
WRE
WRE
WRE

o -

A O N N 0 © ©

MTA 12
MTA
MTA
MTA
WRE
MTA
WAN

Gl OO O © © ©

KIW 12
WTA 9
IND 7.5
KIW 7.5
IND 7
KIW 5.5
IND 4
WRE 3.5

959
645
366
82

-414
-438
-533
-667

757
528
170
-107

37
189
108
-303
679

939
385
280
186

-109

-358

623

930
174
405
171
76
294
-463
-657

409
385
394
369

332
341
333
342

354
361
332
320

320
352
325
302
283

Club Wins Spread Ave

453
422
418
414
398
383
374

433
402
399
371
387
377

360
351

C Grade

0 N O AW N -

9

George Dodd
Jenny Litchfield
Tara Hurley
Ben Tu'itahi
Delcie Macbeth
Heather Landon
Su Walker
Bernie Jardine
Ruth Groffman

10 Barney Bonthron
D Grade

1
2

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
1

Taanga Lawrence
Val Isherwood

Jacqueline Coldham-

Fussell
Rodney Jardine
Jenny Duncan
Karen Stewart
Graeme Quinn
Annette Caisley
Ruth Godwin

0 Clifford Lazarus

Tauranga

23-24 August
14 games

Name

A Grade

oA WD g ® N O WN

Howard Warner (GM)

Lawson Sue (GM)

Jason Simpson (E)
Liz Fagerlund (GM)

Jane Walton
Lynn Wood
Mike Currie (E)
Jennifer Smith

Grade

Shirley Martin
Helen Sillis

Lorraine Van Veen

Roger Coates
Rosalind Phillips
Stan Gregec

MTA
WRE
MTA
MTA

IND
TGA
IND
MTA
DUN
KIW

WEL
ROT

KIW
MTA
ROT
KIW
WRE
WRE
ROT
KIW

Wins

WEL
MTA
WRE
MTA
KIwW
IND
MTA
KIW

KIW
WTA
IND
KIW
TGA
TGA

H O1T OO OO OO © © ©W O O

11

—
o

S b OO N 0 0O

N W o1 o o © —

10.5

5
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329
319
245
262

113

-334
-363
-203
-345

876
659

249
247

128
-249
-458
-7195
-179
-478

396
396
408
403

392
377
380
380
368
390

390
379

362
363

359
346
331
312
341
340

Spread

1305
676
209
-99

-176

-363

-583

-969

989
200
172
0
66
-84

452
425
413
394
391
373
390
371

419
387
395
398
398
395
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7 David Gunn Kw 5 -627 368 Canterbury Open
8 Jean O'Brien IND 5 -716 356 g.7 September 2025
C Grade
1 Bamey Bonthron KW 11 203 394 |49ames
2 NolaBorrel IND 9 585 401 Name ClubWins Spread Ave
3 DiamneCole-Baker MTA 8 41 371 AGrade
4 Jena Yousif WRE 7 293 394 1 BIueThorogood (GM) IND 12 921 450
5 Delcie Macbeth IND 6 -188 387 2 LewisHawkins(E) ~ CHC 9 293 431
6 MaryGray MTA 5 217 359 3 Norma Fisher CHC 9 48 3%
7. Joanne Morley ROT 5 355 366 4 MumayRogers(E) ~ IND 8 -11 398
8 Heatherlandon ~ TGA 5 -362 346 O LoisBinnie CHC 6 -199 405
D Grade 6 John Baird CHC 5 39 381
1 Cooper Ashley MTA 125 832 304 ; hye;E \IQ/::]:ay :mg g 221 223
2 Colleen Link CHC 11 727 390
3 Roger Cole-Baker MTA 9 24 355 D Grade
Jeanne-Marie 1 Laura Griffiths CHC 10 896 433
4 Schumann MTA 7 62 368 2 SueHensley DUN 9 311 391
5 Marian Merrin TGA 6 229 382 3 SelenaChan CHC 7 115 378
6  Judy Driscoll IND 6 -206 354 4 CarolynKyle IND 7 -89 372
7 Antonia Aarts MTA 55 -329 351 5 PeterJohnstone CHC 7 -215 366
8 Kate Allen NEL 5 -342 344 6 JoannaFox CHC 6 -345 35
9 Val Isherwood ROT 4 -329 338 7 Anne Goldstein CHC 5 -297 377
10 Phil Andrews ROT 4 -578 332 8 Clare Wall IND 5 -376 392
E Grade C Grade
1 Dael Shaw TGA 11 727 359 1 Jonas Wiberg CHC 12 970 407
2 Dave Higson TGA 8 151 336 2 LevRoch CHC 9 331 3%
3 Jenny Duncan ROT 8 119 344 3 Megg Hewlett CHC 8 569 399
4 Dale McMillen TGA 8 80 336 4 ColleenLink CHC 7 97 367
5 Ruth Godwin ROT 7 72 341 5 Ruth Groffman DUN 7 -175 359
6 Annette Caisley WRE 7 -171 351 & MalcomGraham —IND 6 -219 375
7 Tim Henneveld ROT 6 8 333 7 Dianne Cole-Baker MTA 4 -607 335
8 dillian Greening KW 6 -283 331 8 MarianRoss DUN 3 -772 349
9 Janny Henneveld ROT 5 -489 299 D Grade
10 Deb Epp ROT 4 198 330 4 RogerCole-Baker ~ MTA 10 893 398
2 Hanna Dodge CHC 10 778 403
3 Marilyn Sinclair CHC 10 405 358
4 Andrew Campbell IND 9 333 362
5 Colleen Cook CHC 9 311 372
6 Tony Charlton NEL 8 135 357
7 Colin Stewart CHC 5 -998 301
8 Madelaine Green CHC 4 -589 327
9  Graeme Quinn WRE 3 -667 311
10 Gill Charlton NEL 2 -601 306
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Wairarapa - Saturday
27 September 2025
7 games (A-C grade), 6 (D grade)

Name Club Wins Spread Ave

A Grade

Howard Warner (GM) WEL 6 704 467
2 Dylan Early (GM) WEL 6 442 454
3 ChrisTallman(GM) MTA 5 315 455
4 Stanley Ngundi (GM) WEL 4 -454 391
5 LizFagerlund (GM) MTA 3 -49 403
6 Lawson Sue (GM) MTA 2 -104 406
7 OliviaEn (E) WAN 2 271 414
8 Sue McRae MAS 0 -583 359
B Grade
1 Helen Sillis WTA 6 309 382
2 Jean O'Brien IND 4 49 383
3 Nola Borrell IND 4 17 386
4 TaraHurley MTA 3 81 365
5 Betty Eriksen WAN 3 -73 364
6 Vicki Jones MTB 3 -107 355
7 FranLowe FSN 3 -159 343
8 Joanne Morley ROT 2 -117 352
C Grade
1 Glenys Hansen MTB 6 145 373
2 Rosemary Sutton MAS 5 344 381
3 Simon Casey FSN 5 224 382
4 Jez Partridge WEL 4 31 348
5 Sheila Reed WEL 3 14 368
6 Sandra McCullough IND 3 -127 332
7 Patricia Bennett WEL 2 -329 336
8  Judy Driscoll IND 0 -302 341
D Grade
1 Sarah Le Gros FSN 5 315 347
2 Gordon Crichton MAS 5 39 298
3 Lynell Ellis MAS 2 -101 299
4 Lucy Cooper IND 0 -253 287

Left page - E Grade:
Tei Ngatai (1st), Calum Henderson (2nd),
Tara Hurley (3rd)

Right - F grade:

Nationals 2025 winners continued

Rodney Jardine, Glenys Hansen, Cooper
Ashley

Page 49
Wairarapa - Sunday

28 September 2025
7 games (A-C grade), 6 games (D grade)

Name Club Wins Spread Ave
A Grade
1 Howard Warner (GM) WEL 7 788 475
2 ChrisTallman (GM) MTA 5 586 483
3 Dylan Early (GM) WEL 4 218 431
4 Stanley Ngundi (GM) WEL 4 -21 419
5 Lawson Sue (GM) MTA 3 47 400
6 OliviaEn (E) WAN 3 -380 370
7 Sue McRae MAS 1 -516 337
8 LizFagerlund (GM) MTA 1 -628 382
B Grade
1 Chris Bell WEL 7 559 430
2 David Grounds WEL 5 169 407
3 Su Walker IND 5 72 397
4 Helen Sillis WTA 4 440 409
5 Jean O'Brien IND 3 -154 366
6 Tara Hurley MTA 2 -120 383
7 Fran Lowe FSN 1 -431 343
8 Nola Borrell IND 1 -535 350
C Grade
1 Judy Driscoll IND 55 189 358
2 Jez Partridge WEL 5 289 369
3 Jacqui McVie WEL 5 112 371
4 Betty Eriksen WAN 45 454 378
5 Joanne Morley ROT 3 -183 367
6 Vicki Jones MTB 2 -29 368
7 Glenys Hansen MTB 2 -433 325
8 David Robinson MTB 1 -399 343
D Grade
1 Simon Casey FSN 6 712 405
2 Sarah Le Gros FSN 4 169 359
3 Gordon Crichton MAS 2 91 337
4 Lynell Ellis MAS 0 -790 272
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Rankings as at 19 October 2025
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Name
Howard Warner (GM)
Dylan Early (GM)
Chris Tallman (GM)
Blue Thorogood (GM)
Joanne Craig (GM)
Peter Sinton (GM)
Gil Quiballo (GM)
Lewis Hawkins (E)
Patrick Carter (GM)
Andrew Bradley (GM)
Lawson Sue (GM)
Stanley Ngundi (GM)

2263
2189
2186
2161
2138
2106
2068
2047
2037
2021
1993
1902

Anderina McLean (GM) 1868

Scott Chaput (E)
Cicely Bruce (GM)
Lynne Butler (GM)
Nick Ascroft (E)
Murray Rogers (E)
Norma Fisher
Karen Richards (E)
Glennis Hale (GM)
Val Mills (E)

Jason Simpson (E)
Paul Richards
Alexander Gandar
Liz Fagerlund (GM)
Olivia En (E)
Margie Hurly

Mike Currie (E)
Jane Walton

Lois Binnie

John Baird

Paul Lister (E)
Paul Freeman
Glenyss Buchanan

1861
1860
1845
1839
1826
1819
1814
1812
1812
1799
1795
1753
1743
1742
1714
1694
1677
1669
1635
1611
1609
1608

Rating Wins Games

2789.5 3716
445 660
2295 315
975 1384
5335 827
922.5 1330
2245 372
397 641
1033 1631
1276 2367
1625 2993
1945 372
1196 2249
451 830
1314.5 2406
1025.5 1726
3915 714
1443 2742
59 118
147 277
1939 3587
2022.5 4112
320.5 631
83 166
145 236
1894.5 3686
1194.5 2318
625 1264
243 451
479 986
3715 759
452 834
967 1800
197.5 361
827 1785

%

75%
67%
73%
70%
65%
69%
60%
62%
63%
54%
54%
52%
53%
54%
55%
59%
55%
53%
50%
53%
54%
49%
51%
50%
61%
51%
52%
49%
54%
49%
49%
54%
54%
55%
46%

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

Name

Jeanette Grimmer
Herb Ramsay
Laura Criffiths
Karen Gray

Yoon Kim Fong
Shirley Martin
Helen Sillis
Jennifer Smith
Lynn Wood
Rosemary Cleary (E)
Sue McRae
Lorraine Van Veen
Peter Johnstone
Chris Bell

Vicky Robertson
Stan Gregec
Roger Coates
Rosalind Phillips
Sue Hensley
Mary Curtis

David Gunn

Clare Wall
Suzanne Liddall
Anne Goldstein
Jonas Wiberg
Carolyn Kyle
Selena Chan
Jean O'Brien
Jenny Litchfield
Barney Bonthron
Karen Miller

Jena Yousif
Calum Henderson
Nola Borrell
Delcie Macbeth

Rating Wins Games

1598
1583
1572
1563
1545
1543
1543
1541
1538
1530
1513
1505
1500
1499
1486
1430
1423
1417
1408
1403
1399
1398
1378
1376
1367
1359
1359
1346
1345
1328
1326
1299

4725 959
389 719
104.5 187
4225 819
985 1925
1348.5 2744
1167 2352
1640 3434
2879.5 6025
1067.5 2308
269.5 519
1344 2750
466 932
118 225
534 1116
294 557
1026 2152
757.5 1490
250 452
723 1411
1661.5 3410
568 1124
304.5 557
469 941
91 159
1425.5 2893
467.5 936
1793.5 3592
368.5 689
2085 382
791 1540
878 1759
1278 89 129
1273 832 1599
1266 1305.5 2562

%
49%
54%
56%
52%
51%
49%
49%
48%
48%
46%
52%
49%
50%
52%
48%
53%
48%
51%
55%
51%
49%
51%
55%
50%
57%
49%
50%
50%
53%
55%
51%
50%
69%
52%
51%



7
72
73
74
75
76
7
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
9
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

Name
Joanna Fox
Cathy Casey
Merelyn Fuemana
Bernie Jardine
Ben Tu'itahi
Yvette Hewlett
Mary Gray
Lynn Carter
Terry Johnson
Marian Ross
Fran Lowe
Su Walker
Cooper Ashley
Bev Edwards
Tara Hurley
Megg Hewlett
Michael Hyndman
Betty Eriksen
Joanne Morley
Colleen Link
Dianne Cole-Baker
Malcolm Graham
Paxton Hall
Lyn Dawson
Grant Paulin
Ruth Groffman
Heather Landon
Roger Cole-Baker
Marilyn Sinclair

100 Mike Harris
101 Hanna Dodge
102 Antonia Aarts
103 Tony Charlton
104 Vicki Jones

105 Colleen Cook
106 Neil Price

Rating Wins Games %
1251 384.5 769 50%
1241 283 558 51%
1229 364 697 52%
1229  526.5 1013 52%
1228 117.5 176 67%
1227 635.5 1332 48%
1225 1005.5 2034 49%
1185 989 1921 51%
1184 275 43 64%
1167 888 1732 51%
1158 199 386 52%
1152 1549 3071 50%
1144 1125 187 60%
1142 422 858 49%
1138 313.5 586 53%
1119 244 441 55%
1104 2925 568 51%
1061 2364.5 4721 50%
1059 300 582 52%
1053 84 142 59%
1050 934 1863 50%
1049 1038.5 2044 51%
1045 34 42 81%
1043 487 946 51%
1037 136.5 277 49%
1021 1069 2153 50%
1020 916 1841 50%
972 1013.5 1999 51%
894 389.5 749 52%
848 54 122 44%
843 437 811 54%
830 528 1099 48%
816 533.5 1112 48%
798 34 70 49%
785 543.5 1131 48%
775 22 64 34%

107
108
109
110
1M

112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119

120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140

Name

Llane Hadden
Suzanne Harding
Taanga Lawrence
Patricia Bennett
Maheu

Papau T-Pole
Kate Allen
Anne-Louise Milne
Glenys Hansen
Judy Driscoll

Val Isherwood
Jacqui McVie
Rodney Jardine
Jacqueline
Coldham-Fussell
Jenny Duncan
Marc Van Hoecke
Jillian Greening
Noeline Monsef
Ruth Godwin

Tim Henneveld
Madelaine Green
Anne Scatchard
Graeme Quinn
Colin Stewart
Karen Stewart
David Robinson
Jan Rivers
Sandra McCullough
Frances Higham
Janny Henneveld
Gill Charlton

Sue McQuade
Annette Caisley
Sarah Le Gros

Lynn Thompson

Rating

749
743
717
713

710
689
677
675
662
626
623
613

565
515
489
464
449
415
410
400
389
380
374
352
351
343
284
274
269
255
250
225
155

15

Wins Games

145.5
979
101

83

76.5
21
306.5
40
516
127
19
468

922.5
43
118
549
148
772.5
626.5
222
922.5
119.5
17
775
19

48

19
442.5
646
66.5
33

83

16
405
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316
1909
230
191

192
44
794
67
1258
264
42
953

1873
81
264
1139
352
1610
1390
456
1838
305
56
245
44
100
43
1129
1360
244
17
312
48
981

%
46%
51%
44%
43%

40%
48%
39%
60%
41%
48%
45%
49%

49%
53%
45%
48%
42%
48%
45%
49%
50%
39%
30%
32%
43%
48%
44%
39%
48%
27%
28%
27%
33%
41%

Forwords Winter 2025



Club Club Contact Phone Email Meeting Day
Number & Time
Christchurch (CHC) Peter Johnstone 027 258 2629 | pojopete@gmail.com 12.30 pm Wed
6.45 pm Thurs
Dunedin (DUN) Sue Hensley 027 424 4386 | sue.hensley@gmail.com |7 pm Tues
Featherston (FTN) Fran Lowe 021 0554897 | lowefran66@gmail.com | 6.30 pm Mon
Kapiti (KAP) In Recess - - -
Kiwi Scrabblers (KIW) | Barney Bonthron ~ |027 466 1970 | Barney.Bonthron 1 pm/7 pm
@gmail.com Alternate
Thurs
Lower Hutt (LOH) Glenyss 04 569 5433 | glenyss.buchanan 7.30 pm Tues
Buchanan @xtra.co.nz
Martinborough (MTB) | Victoria Jones 021 054 0212 | vicbjones@gmail.com Every 2nd Fri
9.30 am
Masterton (MAS) Sue McRae 027 4490 601 | sue.mcrae.nz@gmail.com | 1 pm Wed
Mt. Albert (MTA) Helen Scott 027433 3339 | helenruthscott 7 pm Mon
@hotmail.com
Nelson (NEL) Tony Charlton 035451159 | tonycharlton44 7 pm Wed
@gmail.com
Papatoetoe (PAP) In Recess - - -
Rodney (ROD) Vivienne Mickelson | 09 902 9207 | vivienne.moss20 12.45 pm Mon
@gmail.com
Rotorua (ROT) Ruth Godwin 027 349 6061 | ruthmgodwin@gmail.com |9 am Thurs
Tauranga (TGA) Pam Fulton 0277 464 850 | fultonrp@xtra.co.nz 9.15 am Tues
Waitara (WTA) Ngaire Kemp 06 754 4017 | ngairelyndac 1 pm Wed
@slingshot.co.nz
Whanganui (WAN) Rosie Cleary (06) 347 1837 | rosecleary@icloud.com 1 pm Mon
Scrabble Wellington Nick Ascroft - nick_ascroft@hotmail.com [ 7 pm Thurs
(WEL)
Whangarei (WRE) Susan Harris 0211829310 | sueharris298@gmail.com |1 pm Thurs
Ratings Officer Steven Brown 021 164 4641 | sgbrown@mac.com
Forwords Editor Val Mills 027 248 1701 | valmillsnz@gmail.com
Forwords Layout Lyres Freeth - lyresfreeth@gmail.com

www.scrabble.org.nz




