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Editorial 

I know I’ve written of my gift of 

procrastination in other editorials, but I 

feel this time its been the worst. 

However, after all the bad weather 

and finally a Monday (supposedly my 

day off, but often not!) that I do have 

off, I am into it. I absolutely love it 

when I get eventually get there. I’m 

always amazed at what’s come in for 

the magazine. 

 

I love getting articles from people I 

don’t hear from often. Thank you 

Peter Johnstone and Fran Lowe. Of 

course we would not have a magazine 

if it wasn’t for our regular contributors 

so I don’t want to leave them out. How 

you guys think of something different 

and interesting to write about for each 

magazine amazes me. I don’t even 

have to ask! Material arrives in my 

inbox and I am very grateful for this. I 

get lots of positive feedback each time 

a magazine comes out but really it 

has nothing to do with me! So thanks 

so much to those of you who 

contribute regularly. 

 

There’s nothing about the Masters in 

this magazine. I hope to have more in 

the next mag. Congratulation to Dylan 

Early on your great win. Thanks to all 

those who agreed to be live-streamed. 

There’s certainly lots of entertainment 

and learning to be had from watching 

these. I was extremely nervous the 

first time I was live streamed but 

agreed to do it again because I 

wanted to get used to it. It’s not much 

fun rewatching myself playing wrong 

words and letting my opponent, who 

was short of time, have two minutes of 

my time, but hopefully I’ve learnt 

something. As Peter Johnstone says 

at end of his article - ‘You live and 

learn’ - one would hope so!! 

 

The issue of scoring correctly has 

been on my mind lately. At the 

Rotorua tournament I beat Jenniefer 

Smith by one point. When talking 

about it after the game Alexander 

Gander said “Did you do a recount?”. I 

have since found out from Liz that 

recounts are not allowed in our rules 

of play, but when I got home I 

replayed the game just to check. 

Imagine my horror when I found an 

error that would have meant Jennifer 

won by one point. I kept on going and 

believe it or not found a second error 

that then had me winning by two 

points….. Then for some reason I was 

looking at the last mag and reading 

about Clare Wall’s 600 game. She 

said she went out with WALK for 63 

points. Do you think I could make that 

move add up to 63? I mentioned it to 

Clare and she said “You’re right, it 

does only add up to 59”. It didn’t affect 

the outcome of the game. I know that 

sometimes we are too tired, too lazy 

or whatever to check the other 

player’s scoring but we should all take 

a leaf out of Liz Fagerlund’s playing 

book and after every turn, turn the 

board and check the score. 

So now, two announcements…. 
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Firstly there is no Bowentown 

tournament year as I am going to be 

playing Scrabble on the other side of 

the world and could not fit it in. But we 

will have another one. 

 

And secondly I am giving notice, well 

in advance, that I am stepping down 

from my role as editor of this 

magazine next year. The Autumn 

2026 mag will be my last. I can think 

of a few of you who would make great 

editors and if no one volunteers I will 

come tapping on your shoulder. But 

please don’t wait for this! There could 

be someone out there who I haven’t 

even thought of. So please, if this is 

something that you think you’d like to 

do, let me or the exec know. The main 

part of the job is reading and collating 

the material. All the layout, pictures in 

articles etc, and getting the mag to the 

right size (ie a number of pages 

divisible by four) is done by the layout 

editor - big shout out to Lyres. 

A word that has taken my fancy lately 

is SUSURRUS (to make a soft rustling 

sound). I know, a highly unlikely find 

but one way to get rid of three Us, 

three S’s and two Rs. Also the S hook 

for PONTOON, making SPONTOON 

(infantry weapon used in eighteenth 

and nineteenth centuries) is cute. 

Thank you Diana Galbadon for 

these…. Yes, I’m still working my way 

through The Outlander series!! 

Words from the President 
by Cathy Casey, Whangarei 

A Picture Speaks a Thousand 

Words 

On the cover of this edition of 

Forwords, you will find the winner of 

our first Scrabble Photo Competition 

to celebrate National Scrabble Day on 

13 April. Congratulations to the 

winner, our People’s Choice and all 

those who entered.  

That set me to thinking about the 

many and varied fun Scrabble 

photographs I have posted to 

Facebook over the years. What 

prompted me to post a picture about 

Scrabble? 

I hope you enjoy this very scientific 

analysis! 

1. Tournament panoramas 

During every Scrabble tournament I 

have ever played in, I have taken a 

panorama shot of all the players 

engaged in serious tile-shuffling. If I 

finish a game early, I normally grab a 

chair and hold my camera or 

cellphone high over my head. On my 

Facebook page I found multiple 

tournament panoramas from 

Wellington, Christchurch, Auckland, 

Whangarei and Dunedin. Can you 

spot yourself? 

Val Mills 
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Scrabble panoramas 
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2. Tournament streaming 

We successfully livestreamed the 

Trans-Tasman Challenge last year for 

the first time. It was good to record a 

few historic moments in our evolution 

as an organisation to record with 

grateful thanks the work of Alexander 

Gandar, Chris Tallman and the 

volunteers who helped commentate 

and annotate. 

3. Group photos 

At every tournament where there were 

a number of players from my club, I 

tried to get a team photo. I have 

played for two clubs, Mt. Albert 

and, since my retirement in 

2022, Whangarei.  

As President of NZ Scrabble, I 

attended the Trans Tasman 

Championship last year and 

was pleased to get some team 

pics. They were especially 

useful specially when New 

Zealand won after 14 years. 

I also played in the Whangarei Giant 

Round Robin and lived to tell the tale. 

As everyone knows, 

getting a group 

photograph is a bit like 

herding cats. Some 

people hate getting 

their picture taken and 

others zoom off as 

soon as the tournament 

ends.  

 

 

 

NZ Trans Tasman Team 2024 

Mt. Albert Club members 

Above: Tournament streaming 
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4. Winners’ photos 

The winners of tournaments are 

easier to capture than the teams as 

they have to pause for a snap at the 

presentation of prizes. I have pictures 

of many smiling Scrabblers receiving 

individual tournament trophies and 

envelopes.  

5. My thrashings 

Being a bottom dweller I have had a 

fair number of thrashings by “A” 

Grade players over the years, many of 

which have made it on to Facebook. 

Being a bit of a masochist, alongside 

the winning grins from Liz Fagerlund, 

Mike Currie and Patrick Carter, I also 

posted the scores.  

I think Liz 

Fagerlund’s spread 

of 337 might be 

some kind of record. 

She had 538 to my 

201. Ouch! 

Prizewinners: Joanne Craig &  

Jennifer Smith 

Whangarei Giant Round Robin  

Big thrashings: Liz Fagerlund & Mike Currie 
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The day my daughter Alex first 

thrashed me was also captured for 

posterity and posted to Facebook. It is 

still one of her favourite Scrabble pics! 

6. My small victories  

If I had a win over an “A” grader at the 

club, I was always delighted to record 

it for Facebook. There were no 

thrashings however, just the very 

occasional lucky narrow victory.  

7. Scrabble fun 

As we all know, Scrabble players 

have a lot of fun. The rest of my 

Scrabble photos on Facebook portray 

our lighter side. Santa hats, dogs, 

identical twins, problem pigeons, 

Scrabble alfresco, new players and 

Scrabble playing family members 

have all appeared in Facebook over 

the years. My daughter took the 

picture of Suzie and I playing 

Scrabble outside the Devonport 

Library. 

 

 

Cathy and Suzie playing Scrabble 

Alex Casey 

Patrick Carter 

Club night antics 
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Tournament Director Liz 

Fagerlund turns up in a lot 

in my pics because she is 

such a fun person and has 

a wicked sense of humour. 

I am a little disappointed 

that I couldn’t find the 

hilarious pic of her in her 

Scrabble pyjamas doing a 

song and dance routine 

with a group as part of the 

Saturday night tournament 

entertainment.  

I will keep snapping away even 

though I have retired from 

Facebook. My pictures are always 

well received by Forwords’ editor 

Val and can be a useful addition to 

media releases.  

I have to end with a shout out to 

Whangarei Club Scrabbler and 

artist Bev Edwards who prints out 

and preserves all our Scrabble 

photographs in beautiful 

scrapbooks that are an absolute joy to 

leaf through.  

Christmas at Mt. Albert Scrabble Club 

Problem pigeons 

Liz Fagerlund 
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Jacqueline Coldham-Fussell 

and Jillian Greening  

By Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers 

Everyone in the NZ Scrabble scene 

will have played identical twins, 

Jacqueline Coldham-Fussell or Jillian 

Greening (or both), at some time.  

If you have difficulty deciding whether 

you are talking to Jacqueline or Jillian, 

don’t feel too bad. Jillian says that in 

their youth, they did most things 

together, and their mother dressed 

them identically. “I don’t know how 

people identified us - even now, 

looking back at old photos I’m not 

sure which one is me!” Although Mrs 

Jenkins sometimes had difficulty 

finding two outfits the same, it wasn’t 

a major problem, because she was a 

good dressmaker. 

The girls were born in Morrinsville, 

and educated at Morrinsville Primary 

and Morrinsville College.  

Jillian recalls: 

“Our hobbies 

were reading 

comics that 

Grandma 

brought us every 

weekend, playing 

with paper cutout 

dolls (remember 

those?), 

plasticine 

modelling, and making puppets. We 

made puppet heads out of plasticine, 

covered them with paper mâché 

which we painted when it was dry, 

and then we dressed the puppets with 

leftover remnants material from 

Mum’s sewing.  

“In the weekend we sometimes went 

to the pictures. I enjoyed the westerns 

mostly, and the movies inspired us to 

play cowboys and Indians with all the 

kids in our neighbourhood. We made 

our own bows and arrows and huts.  

“On Sunday Dad took us fishing down 

at the Thames coast. The boat was 

loaded up and away we went. Gee, 

we got lots of fish.” 

For the Christmas holidays, camping 

gear was loaded into the boat, and the 

family went up north to Taipa. Jillian 

remembers watching pictures outside 

at night. “It was great sitting outside 

under the stars wrapped up in a 

blanket watching to 

see if a satellite 

passed over.”  

It was on those 

camping holidays 

that they started 

playing Scrabble.  

Jacqueline 

remembers: “Our 

family didn’t own a 

Scrabble board, so 

Word Famous in New 
Zealand 

Identical twins: Jacqueline and Jillian 
Photo Credit: Cathy Casey 
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when the weather turned nasty, we 

would borrow a Scrabble set from 

friends of our family who also 

accompanied us on those holidays. 

Jillian and I enjoyed playing, and 

used to play without scoring.” 

The 1960 Olympics made an 

impression on Jacqueline. “That’s 

when Peter Snell and Murray 

Halberg did well, winning Gold 

Medals.” After their coach Arthur 

Lydiard came and spoke at their 

school in Morrinsville, she started 

going to athletics and joined a harriers 

club.  

“I followed some of Arthur Lydiard’s 

training methods. I don't know how 

some athletes can run such amazing 

times for marathons, but Arthur 

explained how athletes run 

anaerobically.” Jacqueline has run two 

marathons with times of four hours 20 

minutes. 

Jacqueline and Jillian enjoyed running 

and belonged to several running 

clubs. They competed in cross 

country, road and athletics events. 

“Running the marathon was a big 

accomplishment,” Jillian says. “During 

all that training with the marathon 

clinic in Hamilton, we met lots of 

friends - not to mention noted runners 

like Peter Snell and Lorraine Moller, to 

name a couple.” 

Jillian gave up running in her forties. “I 

felt all that pounding the pavements 

was too much stress on my legs. 

People were disappointed that I was 

giving up and going to play Scrabble. 

Well, I reckon you don’t come to any 

harm playing Scrabble. If you do have 

an injury – no worries - you can still 

play Scrabble!” 

Jacqueline enjoyed athletics and still 

tries to keep fit by going to the gym. “I 

keep up my fitness, although I can't 

jump around as much now!” She likes 

to be competitive, and Scrabble is 

ideal for that.  

Their love of Scrabble was firmly 

established from their family camping 

holidays, but it was not until the 1970s 

when Jacqueline went flatting in her 

twenties that she bought a Scrabble 

set. “I started playing with my 

flatmates, who taught me how to 

score and play a better game.” 

Eventually, in 1983, she joined a 

Scrabble Club, after answering an 

advertisement in the newspaper about 

the Hamilton Scrabble Club (when 

Betty Gibb was the secretary and her 

husband John was the President). 

“The first meeting I attended was in a 

room at the Riverina Hotel. It was 

quite daunting at first, facing a room 

Jacqueline (left) and Jillian relaxing after a 

Scrabble tournament 
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full of players.” They did not play with 

clocks in those days, and the boards 

were square non-swivel.  

“I would say I’m an average player,” 

Jacqueline says. “In the early days of 

playing Scrabble I only attended a few 

tournaments (one-day tournaments 

held on a Saturday). I didn’t play in 

the Nationals because they were two 

day tournaments, and, being a 

Christian, my Sundays were taken up 

with church attendance. I have 

changed my tune a bit since then, and 

I’m not so religious.” 

As for Jillian: “I got married in 1974 to 

Tom Greening, who used to run as 

well. We had two children. Rodney 

and Audrey.” (Scrabblers will 

recognise Rodney’s name, as he has 

for many years done the scoring at 

Kiwi Scrabble tournaments.) “I went to 

Plunket mothers’ meetings when the 

kids were toddlers, and I met Elaine 

Moltzen, we became friends, talked 

about Scrabble, she joined the 

Hamilton Scrabble Club . . . and the 

rest is history.” 

They have always been hard workers. 

Jacqueline worked for the NZ Co-op 

Dairy Company for nearly 26 years, 

and has worked as a support worker 

helping people in their homes for 20 

years. 

Jillian began her working life young, in 

their family’s cleaning business after 

school and at weekends. After leaving 

college she worked in retail from nine 

to five, and then, after dinner, 

continued working in the family 

cleaning business, finishing with a run 

after work. She saved up and bought 

a car, and a family friend taught her to 

drive. After she got a retail job in 

Woolworths Hamilton, she used to 

commute from Morrinsville to 

Hamilton Monday to Friday. In her 

weekends she was free to go out 

dancing and running. 

After getting married and having 

children, Jillian had a few house 

cleaning jobs to earn pocket money 

while the kids were at school. Her 

next real job was in the Glenview 

Hotel Hamilton doing a split shift as a 

kitchen hand until she was made 

redundant when the hotel was sold, 

but she went on to another hotel and 

worked there for thirteen years as a 

kitchen hand.  

“That job was really gruelling at times. 

I worked mostly at nights and had to 

get my Scrabble nights off. Weekends 

were tough when I could not get time 

off to go and play in tournaments. 

(Well, I could have, but I needed the 

money.) I also had another job for 

Healthcare NZ, cleaning clients’ 

houses to supplement my hospitality 

job when there was not much work 

available. That was tough working two 

jobs, and eventually I had to give up 

working for Healthcare NZ as it did not 

pay enough to cover my travelling 

costs.” 

The year after her husband, Tom, 

died in 2010 after a heart attack, she 

moved to Otorohanga where her 

daughter lives. She retired in 2014 to 
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SAL AA MED 

DUM BB ELL 

BRA CC ATE 

QUA DD ING 

CAR EE RED 

CHI FF ONS 

RIN GG ITS 

WIT HH OLD 

SH II TAKE 

HA JJ IS 

YA KK ED 

SMA LL POX 

ROO MM ATE 

OPE NN ESS 

REC OO KED 

REO PP OSE 

QUA RR ELS 

MOU SS AKA 

FRO TT AGE 

VAC UU MING 

CHI VV ING 

NE WW AVER 

DO XX INGS 

BA YY ANS 

FRA ZZ LED 

NB: There are no QQ 
words 

Make it a Double 

look after her granddaughter. She 

likes Otorohanga’s quiet life, 

especially the easier traffic. 

“I still commute to Hamilton most 

weeks for Scrabble. I now play golf 

croquet in Otorohanga and hold the 

office of secretary/ treasurer and 

delegate for the Croquet Waikato King 

Country Association. And I’ve just 

taken up line dancing this year.” 

Jacqueline has been married to 

Michael since 1987 and they have no 

children.  

She jokes, “I used to think, when I get 

old I'll take up more sedate activities 

like Scrabble and cards,” and when 

she retired, she did! Taking up cards, 

500 and Euchre, which she hadn’t 

played for over 30 years. She belongs 

to three clubs, and often comes 

across other Scrabblers at the card 

tables. 

 “Otherwise, I keep myself occupied in 

my retirement with household 

activities - gardening, reading, crafts, 

and knitting, and with church 

meetings. I used to play the guitar, but 

have got out of practice.” 

Both Jillian and Jacqueline are very 

loyal, dependable, hard-working and 

much-loved members of Kiwi 

Scrabblers. 

Ed: Duh…… Am I the only one that 

didn’t realise Rodney was Jillian’s 

son? 

Jillian (left) and Jacqueline with Audrey 

(Jillian’s daughter/Jacqueline’s niece) 
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Anthony Bale’s A Travel Guide 

to the Middle Ages 

Whether it is 

reading Dan 

Jones’ Henry V or 

listening to the 

Gone Medieval 

podcast, I’m a 

middle-aged man 

in love with the 

Middle Ages. I 

love everything 

MEDI(A)EVAL: 

epic battle scenes from The Vikings, 

PLAINSONG and WIMPLES. I even 

rap about the Middle Ages. https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=BYODfmSnDzw. 

In 2022, I wrote a couple of articles 

about this colourful period of history; 

Medieval Sideswipe (issues 147/8). In 

which I found such corkers as 

GARDYLOO (a warning cry from 

servants as they threw nocturnal 

evacuations from chamber pots, or 

JORDANS, from high-storey windows 

onto an unsuspecting public below) 

and to FEAGUE (to put ginger up a 

horse’s fundament to show him as 

lively before a race or sale.) So I was 

quite taken, understandably, by 

Anthony Bale’s A Travel Guide to the 

Middle Ages, beautifully written, 

vividly imagined and curiously 

illustrated with a Mappa Mundi on the 

inside cover with Jerusalem at its 

heart and Paradise firmly planted in 

East Asia, somewhere near Sumatra. 

The world map, the travel guide, the 

bureau de change and tourist 

information pamphlets were all key 

developments of the later Middle 

Ages, the period when travel, usually 

for pilgrimage, trade or war, became 

widespread. 

Pilgrims were instantly recognisable 

with their long cloaks (or  

MANTEAU(X/S), hats, ash walking 

sticks and badges. Inns to 

accommodate pilgrims were dotted 

throughout Europe and were known 

as GASTHAUS in Germany 

or AUBERGES in France. A poor 

night’s sleep was guaranteed with 

‘horses whinnying…noise from the 

drinking hells…watchmen on the city 

walls cried out the hours of the night 

(like a trumpeting REVEILLE)…rooks 

cackled until after midnight. Fleas and 

BEDBUGS leapt to life. The beams 

creaked and clacked as if flexing their 

fingers.’ 

Winding through France and 

Germany, pilgrims would make their 

way to Venice, where currency would 

exchange hands: Bohemian 

DUCATS, Flemish STUIVERS, 

Cologne PFENNIGS, Byzantine 

BEZANTS and Rhenish GUILDERS. 

What I’m Reading 
by Mike Currie, Mt. Albert 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYODfmSnDzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYODfmSnDzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYODfmSnDzw
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Travellers 

boarding a 

ship for the 

Holy Land 

could 

expect a 

journey of 

up to 60 

days. This 

was no 

pleasure cruise. Hazards were many: 

weather, CORSAIRS, or pirates, in 

their swift GALIOTS, plague, 

sickness, shipwrecks. ‘At times the 

Mediterran’n would be bestrewn with 

the WAVESON of manifold merch’nt 

ships.’ Travellers were often ripped off 

by a crooked PADRONE, the ship’s 

patron.  

Bale quotes from contemporary 

journals: ‘The LIBECCIO blew the 

boat back on itself and the MAINSAIL 

was split from stem to stern, so the 

CARRACK had to endure the storm 

with bare poles.’ (1403) A LIBECCIO 

was a WESTERLY blowing onto 

Corsica. ‘For sea sickness, fast or eat 

bitter fruit like QUINCES or drink a 

CHERVIL concentrate on an empty 

stomach.’ (Compendium of Medicine 

by Gilbert the Englishman, 1230-

1260.) 

In a dead sea (or *bonaccia) the sea 

halted. The boat languished. Pilgrims 

resorted to TRICTRAC (a game 

similar to backgammon) with 

STAGHORN counters, or NINEPINS 

(skittles) on deck. ‘Even the 

OARSMEN couldn’t propel the 

CARRACK in such laden seas. Dust 

seemed to gather around the useless 

sails and on static HAWSERS. 

KEDGING (moving a ship with a cable 

attached to its anchor) was to no avail 

so WATERMEN were employed to 

bring the weary travellers ashore on 

rowing boats.’ 

Reasons for pilgrimage could include 

visiting a shrine, visiting a shrine on 

someone’s behalf (a wealthy patron 

who was perhaps too sick, scared or 

lazy to travel themselves) or was even 

a form of punishment or penance. 

The Eastern Mediterranean 

LITTORAL zone was harried by the 

Turks, yet there were still ports loyal 

to the SIGNORIA (the supreme body 

of the Venetian Republic.) Rich or 

lucky pilgrims would be protected by 

the PODESTA, the Genoese 

ambassador at the court of the 

Byzantine emperor. En route to the 

Holy Land, pilgrims would visit other 

shrines and churches such as the 

Hagia Sophia, which housed Christ’s 

robes and the sponge that supposedly 

mopped his brow on Golgotha and 

even the GRIDIRON on which St 

Lawrence was grilled to death. 

Bale also travels to Jerusalem, The 

Silk Road and even Ethiopia, following 

trade routes, pilgrim wanderings and 

crusades. As one critic lauds, it is a 

‘gorgeous and fascinating storybook 

and a richly satisfying journey into the 

medieval mind.’ 

GALIOT belonging to 

CORSAIRS 
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Auckland Scrabble Day Event 

By Chris Tallman, Mt. Albert 

A public exhibition was held at New 

Lynn Library on 13 April from 10 am 

until about 3.30 pm. Club members 

Liz, George, Mike H., and Tara, along 

with Maheu, Cooper, Chris, Ben, and 

Su played games on some tables in 

the centre of the library. 

We tried to keep at one player free 

each round so that they could engage 

the public, and hand out NZASP 

posters, business cards, local Mt. 

Albert club information and a couple 

of older Forwords editions. 

There were also some free boards so 

that the public could solve a few 

anagramming challenges, or, in the 

case of one brave man, take on two of 

our club members (Cooper and Liz ) 

in two games! 

 In one of the intra-club games, 

one of our newer members, 

George triple-tripled with 

VANTAGES and scored over 

500 points - but still lost the 

game narrowly. 

Overall, playing in the public 

setting attracted some public 

interest and was quite fun for 

all. The library staff were very 

welcoming and encouraged us 

to come back and play any 

time. 

International Scrabble Day 

Mt. Albert players on International Scrabble day 

George Dodd of Mt. Albert club 
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Golden Bay 

By Murray Rogers, 

Independent 

An event to commemorate 

World Scrabble Day was held 

at the Takaka Library on 

Monday 14 April, the first 

weekday of the holidays. Four 

boys, all aged between 11 and 

13 attended. Three of whom 

were home schoolers, and two 

of these were brothers. I have 

worked with all four in the past so it 

was easy from the get go.  

They played two games each, 

with the brothers playing the 

other two once. I allotted 60 

minutes for each game, even if it 

wasn't finished. They all left 

feeling happy.  

Since then I have spoken with 

the mother of the two brothers. 

They are now playing more 

regularly than before, and with 

their nine year old twin sisters. 

The subject of words has 

become a big conversation piece 

for the family. They also watched 

my livestream match against 

Lawson at the recent Masters, 

which was an eye opener for 

them. I also pointed out the must 

see match between Howard 

Warner and Dylan Early, but as 

of this writing I don't know if they have 

watched it. 

 

Tournament Calendar 2025 

Tournament Location Dates 

Whangarei Whangarei 5-6 July 

Kiwi Scrabblers Hamilton 2-3 August 

Tauranga Tauranga 23-24 August 

Canterbury Open Christchurch 6-7 September 

Wairarapa Open Carterton 
27-28 
September 

Mt Albert Auckland 4-5 October 

Dunedin Queenstown October 18-19 

Whanganui Whanganui 25-26 October 

Swissvember Wellington November 

Otago Lions 
Open 

Dunedin November 29-30 
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Celebrating International 

Scrabble Day in Whangārei: 

Community Outreach in the 

Central Library 

Cicely: You free on Sunday the 13th? 
Jenny: Are we playing Scrabble 
games — clock, board, scoresheet, 
dictionary…? 
Cicely: Yes. I’ll do a mini draw. 
Jason, Mary, Annette and Cathy are 
coming. 
Jenny: Count me in. 
Cicely: 10:00 am Central Library. 

Despite Whangārei’s wet weather, 

humidity and heavy grey skies, 

members of the Whangārei Scrabble 

Club splashed their way to the Central 

Library for their celebration of 

International Scrabble Day that was 

anything but dreary. The lure of letter 

tiles and good company proved 

stronger than staying at home. Club 

members quickly set up ‘shop’ in the 

foyer, well situated for a morning of 

informal games and community 

outreach. Within minutes, our 

Scrabble playing gear was set up, the 

boards were out, and two games were 

underway. 

The first member of the public entered 

the foyer, stopped and watched the 

games for a while before talking about 

how she had played with her Mum at 

home.  

It didn’t take long before other people 

began to take notice and talk about 

their Scrabble experience. Cathy and 

Annette took the lead in outreach, 

engaging passersby in chat about the 

game of Scrabble. Cathy, ever 

cheerful, ever upbeat, approached 

one man with a smile: “You look like 

someone who enjoys a good game of 

Scrabble.” He grinned and shared that 

he had, in fact, learned to play while in 

prison, and still loved a good game of 

Scrabble. Word of the wonderful world 

of Scrabble is well and truly out there 

in our community.  

Throughout the morning until the 

library closed, library-goers told how 

they enjoyed the word game. We — 

Mary, Jason, Cicely and Jenny, 

played our mini Round Robin 

'tournament rules’ games as if our 

expectancies and ratings were at 

stake. Onlookers noted the 

competitive 

aspect of our 

play.  

 

 

 

 

 

Whangarei Scrabblers engage with members of the public  
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There is indeed, we 

explained, ‘a game in 

it’ and that Scrabble in 

New Zealand has an 

active online and 

media presence. 

NZASP and 

Whangārei Scrabble 

Club info sheets were 

handed out, along with 

an invitation to come to 

our local club day. 

The highlight of our day was the 11 

year old boy who, standing with his 

mum, observed Jason’s game with 

close attention. Asked if he wanted to 

play, he jumped at the chance, 

unbothered by Jason’s expert ranking. 

With a few pregame tips on scoring 

and using the word list, the young 

challenger held his own. No problem 

using Zyzzyva on one of our 

phones. By the time of the 

‘library closing call’ at 1:00 pm, 

Jason found himself under 

siege, literally. Or as Cicely 

put it, ‘on the ropes’, as the 

boy (with a tad of sideline 

help), played SIEGING for 63 

points. Jason later said of their 

‘epic’ game that for the record, 

he did manage to squeak out 

a narrow win, but what a 

sensational young player 

though!  

Meeting such an enthusiastic and 

capable young player was a real 

treat. Mum has since emailed Cathy 

that her son “really enjoyed meeting 

and playing Scrabble with you all. It’s 

meant the board has come out more 

often in our house and even his eight 

year old brother has taken to playing 

unscored games which has been 

lovely.”  

Whangārei Scrabble Club is really 

keen to encourage such young 

players into the game of Scrabble. If 

this encounter was anything to go by, 

the next generation of competitive 

players is already on its way. 

Our heartfelt thanks go to the staff at 

Whangārei Central Library for their 

friendly support and for hosting our 

small but mighty celebration of 

International Scrabble Day. 

Whangarei Scrabblers celebrate International 

Scrabble Day 

Jason and James (aged 11) 
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Scrabble’s a game I like to play 

It helps to pass the time away 

I’m humiliated every day 

When I’m playing Scrabble. 

It costs five bucks a day to play 

With fifty tens I often pay – 

I’ll give a fiver note some day 

When I’m playing Scrabble. 

Such awful tiles upon my rack 

I had to throw the blighters back 

Then drew three Us from out the sack 

When I’m playing Scrabble. 

My last game left me feeling sore 

I got a seven letter score 

But Joanne then got three times more 

When I’m playing Scrabble. 

An annoying challenge just occurred 

To my seven letter word 

Of which Zyzzyva had never heard 

When I’m playing Scrabble. 

You’ll often hear me give a sigh 

My handicap is much too high 

But Ruth won’t change it though I try  

When I’m playing Scrabble. 

 

A Scrabble Song 
By Phil Andrews, Rotorua 

To the tune of “When I’m Cleaning Windows” 
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When newbies come I help them play 

But won’t give anything away 

The blighters beat me anyway 

When I’m playing Scrabble. 

Excuses I have quite a few 

The noise, the heat, the tiles’ pink hue 

I’ll have to think of something new 

When I’m playing Scrabble. 

There is something that annoys 

It’s players making lots of noise  

So I forget my brilliant ploys 

When I’m playing Scrabble’ 

Whenever clocks are used in play 

I take too long to my dismay 

And watch the minutes tick away 

When I’m playing Scrabble. 

There’s anagrams I ought to know 

And tons of words that come and go 

I guess my recall’s much too slow 

When I’m playing Scrabble. 

Morning tea is such a treat 

I love to see what people eat 

And hear the goss from off the street 

When I’m playing Scrabble. 

Despite the way that I complain 

I really love this Scrabble game 

And can’t wait for the day again 

When I’m playing Scrabble. 

Ed: I had to *Youtube When I’m Cleaning Windows. It’s an EARWORM of a 

tune unfortunately, and stayed with me for some time! 



Page 22 
 

Forwords Autumn 2025 

Puzzle Pozzy 

Dog Anagrams 

By Patrick Carter, Mt. Albert 

The following are all anagrams of breeds of dog. 

1. ADDS HUNCH 

2. BARN DEMON 

3. OPEN AIRMAN 

4. BASHES DONUT 

5. AHA SEVEN 

6. ICEPACK LONERS 

7. WEARIER MAN 

8. LINGERER REVOTED 

9. UNLASH KAYAKS 

10. LEERING PARSNIPS 

11. READIER RETAILER 

12. DENSER GROTTO 

13. FLUNG COLD HERB 

14. FITFUL LAMBS 

15. DECLARE BOILED 

16. CHIEF ROBINS 

17. SPIFF ENHANCER 

18. NOONTIDE AGGRO 

19. ZAPPIEST JEANS 

20. GIRD ACID BONESHAKER 

 

Answers on page 29. 
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Part of an email received from Fran 

Lowe: 

The last Forwords was full of 

interesting articles. I particularly liked 

Howard's very helpful analysis of the 

new CSW24 words, putting them into 

categories and even illustrating it. 

Ed: Yes it was an interesting article. 

Illustrations thanks to Lyres. 

 

 

*ZORSE? 

From Jeff Grant, Independent 

Another great magazine, well done! 

Excellent coverage of the Trans 

Tasman. Superb performance by 

everyone involved. 

What’s with *ZORSE (p28)? It’s 

certainly a word, but not on my new 

list. Probably just Howard keeping us 

on our toes! 

Ed: Pleased someone is on their toes, 

thanks Jeff. 

Mailbox 

Brie Encounter 

By Brian Bilston (reproduced with author’s permission) 

The Skies are GRUYERE since she left me 

I’ve Never felt so DANISH BLUE 

Caught between a ROQUEFORT and a hard cheese,  

I *STILTON’t know what to do. 

 

Don’t give *EDAM about the future 

Now my *BABYBEL’s walked out the door 

Can’t believe I’ve DOUBLE *GLOUCESTER 

I *CAMEMBERT it any more. 

 

I’ve RICOTTA get myself together 

And build my life back *CAERPHILY 

CHEDDAR tear for the final time 

Say goodbye to us and HALLOUMI. 
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Well although I’m 

not Scottish myself, 

my great-great 

grandparents were. 

We have our own tartan and Curries 

hail from the HIGHLANDS. I’ve 

danced a dozen CEILIDHS and 

supped a hundred WEE DRAMS of 

PEATED SCOTCH WHISK(E)Y, 

whose name derives from the Gaelic 

USQUE (water (of life)) or even 

USQUEBAE or USQUEBAUGH. 

Besides, my Geordie dialect must 

have been one of the first to adopt 

Scottish words as they dribbled over 

the border. So, I guess I’m in a good a 

position as any to extol the lexicon 

Scotland has bestowed on our 

Scrabble community. 

The title, ‘Many a MICKLE MAKS a 

MUCKLE’, translates roughly as 

‘many a small 

thing makes a big 

thing.’ In other 

words, all the 

small things add 

up, an apposite 

axiom for building 

your Scrabble 

word knowledge, 

running a 

marathon or 

changing your life 

INCHMEAL.  

So we should probably start small. 

There are seven twos from Scottish. 

AE (one); EE (an eye); GU (a violin 

from the SHETLANDS, also GUE and 

GJU); JO (a Scottish sweetheart); KY 

(cows, also KYE); NA (no, also NAE) 

and OU (a Scottish variant on ‘Oh.’) 

There are no fewer than forty-nine 

Scottish threes. They may be used 

elsewhere now or have a different 

meaning in standard English. You 

must have played most of them but 

maybe know the meaning of only a 

few. Knowing their meanings or at 

least part of speech may help to 

remember whether they take an ‘s’ or 

not. Or if they’re verbs, even a -d for 

past simple, or -ing for gerund.  

Most are nouns, of course. So they 

pluralise. BEN(s) is a mountain, as in 

Ben Nevis. DOD(s) ‘a rounded hill’. 

DOO(s) a ‘dove’. FUD(s) a rabbit. 

KAE(s) is a jackdaw or jay. KET(s) is 

‘Many a mickle maks a muckle’: 
A lexicon of Scottish loanwords  

by Mike Currie, Mt. Albert 

KY/ KYE (cows) 

“Long may YER 

LUM reek” 
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carrion. LUM(s) a 

chimney, as in ‘Long 

may YER LUM reek’ (or 

‘long may your chimney 

smoke.’) MOU(s) a 

mouth. OON(s) an 

oven. REE(s) an 

enclosure. SEL(s) is 

self. SEY(s) refers to a 

specific portion of a beef carcass, 

similar to how BACKSEY (sirloin) is 

used. WAE(s) means woe or grief. 

"She was WAE wi' the loss o' her 

BAIRN" (She was sad with the loss of 

her child). WUD is wood. What else 

would it be? I’ve played all of those 

words but maybe knew the meaning 

of two of them. Some people learn 

through meanings. Anderina McLean 

and Howard Warner, for two (or TWA 

in Scots). 

Other threes are verbs. So they 

conjugate. DAE is ‘do’, hence 

DAEING; EIK is eke (EIKED/EIKING); 

TAE is ‘to toe’, as in toe the line 

(TAED/TAEING). TAK is take (TAKS/

TAKING). GAE ‘to go’ (GAED/

GAEING). GIE ‘to give’. Hence GIEN 

(given) and GIEING (giving.) HAE ‘to 

have’ (HAED/HAEING). MAK is to 

make (MAKS/

MAKING). 

Strange that a 

lot of these 

verbs are 

irregular in 

English (gave/

did/went/made) 

but not in 

Scots. JOW is 

weird and 

means to ‘toll a 

bell’ (JOWING/JOWED). 

KEB is weirder, ‘to give 

birth to a premature or 

stillborn lamb’ (hence 

KEBBING and 

KEBBED). RIN is to run 

(so RINNING but not 

*RINNED). YEX is to 

hiccup (see YEXING and YEXED). 

RIT means ‘to scratch, score or 

groove’ as in ‘DINNA RIT the table wi’ 

that nail, yer BAWBAG!’ (ball bag/

scrotum). ‘SAR’ is a Scots word 

meaning ‘to savour’, expounds 

CSW24 (yet no *sarring or *sarred.) 

Others still are adjectives so they 

inflect. FOU is ‘drunk’, literally ‘foolish’ 

in French, also ‘mad’. So FOUER and 

FOUEST are fine, but ugly. FOU(s) 

also means ‘bushel’, or ‘full’. Well, 

many words have multiple meanings, 

often unrelated. GEY is gallant (so 

definitely no ‘s’ there but GEYER is 

the comparative and GEYEST the 

superlative.) Not to be confused with 

GEYAN, Scots for ‘somewhat. 

OCH is probably the most Scottish of 

them all, as Scottish as HOGMANAY 

or HAGGIS, an interjection expressing 

impatience or regret. 

Some Scottish is unflattering. 

NASHGAB (also GABNASH) 

describes not only gossip, but gossip 

of a lower level than idle chitchat. The 

word comes from the Scots words for 

“impertinence” -*nash and 

“mouth” (GAB). In both Scottish and 

Irish there exists a word for a type of 

older man who is not deserving of 

NASHGAB (gossip) 

JOW means to ‘toll a 

bell’ 
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respect. One such man is a BODACH 

(which may also carry the meaning of 

“goblin” or BUGABOO.) NUMPTY, 

EEJIT and DUNDERHEAD (HEID in 

Scottish dialect) are all shorthand for 

‘numbskull’. To DAKER/DACKER or 

DAIKER is ‘to lounge or saunter’; 

whereas to DAIDLE is ‘to stagger’. A 

CAILLEACH is an elderly woman with 

a withered face, a single piercing eye, 

white hair, dark blue skin, and rust-

coloured teeth, associated with the 

creation of the landscape and the 

weather, especially storms and winter. 

A SHARNY cleans a cow house so if 

you’re more full of shit then I am you 

are SHARNIER. And if you BEFLUM 

someone you are deceiving them, 

whereas if you FLEECH them you are 

merely coaxing or wheedling. “Two 

great Scottish words,” as Cathy Casey 

would say.  

AULD of course is old, as in AULD 

REEKIE, or Edinburgh (literally ‘old 

smoky’) referring to the thick smoke 

from coal fires that historically hung 

over the city. "AULD LANG SYNE" 

traditionally sung to bid farewell to the 

old year at the stroke of midnight on 

New Year's Eve, is also often heard at 

funerals, 

graduations, and 

as a farewell or 

ending to other 

occasions in 

Scotland. The text 

is a Scots-

language poem 

written by Robbie Burns in 1788, 

which may be translated into standard 

English as "old long since" or, less 

literally, "days gone by", "times long 

past". Consequently, "For auld lang 

syne", as it appears in the first line of 

the chorus, might be loosely 

translated as "for the sake of old 

times". 

Certain Scottish is as old as the BENS 

and GLENS. A CRANNOG(E), for 

example, is an elect dwelling in 

Scotland, typically a tiny island which 

has been fortified. A CLACH(AN), by 

contrast, is a small settlement. KANE/

KAIN/CAIN was tenanted farm rent 

paid in kind, such as hens, butter, 

capon, eggs or coal. The CLAYMORE 

was a kind of large sword (from Gaelic 

meaning ‘great sword’). Historically, 

the CLAYMORE played a crucial role 

in Scottish warfare, symbolizing its 

wielders' martial prowess and national 

identity. It was utilized in significant 

battles, like the Battle of Flodden in 

1513 and 

Ancrum Moor in 

1545, wielded 

perhaps by a 

TOSHACH, the 

head of a CLAN. 

A BANDSTER 

was a binder of QUAICH/ QUAIGH 

CLAYMORE 
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sheaves who would follow 

the reaper in the fields 

and when he had bound 

two dozen, this bundle 

was known as a THRAVE 

or THREAVE. ‘To CHIB’ 

is to stab or slash with a 

dagger or knife. A 

BAWBEE/ BAUBEE, 

meanwhile, is an old 

Scottish sixpence. CRAIG 

is an alternative spelling 

of ‘crag’. A QUAICH/

QUAIGH is a shallow, two-

handled drinking cup, 

which symbolizes the love and trust 

implied by the bond of drinking 

together. A new couple shares the 

first drink of their marriage together 

with a QUAICH, an ancient Scottish 

tradition that seals the bond of two 

people, and marks the blending of two 

families. The CLARSACH is the 

Gaelic harp, Scotland’s oldest national 

instrument, having been played 

throughout the land from the eighth 

century. Long before the arrival of the 

bagpipe, it was the mainstay of Gaelic 

courtly music. CAIRD or CHAPMAN 

are much the same, travelling tinkers 

or pedlars. A SNEESHIN is a pinch of 

snuff. 

By far the weirdest word from ancient 

Scots must be TAGHAIRM. A method 

of divination involving wrapping a 

person in the hide of a freshly-killed 

ox which was then placed beside a 

waterfall or other desolate place, to 

enable the person to foresee the 

outcome of an impending battle. You 

CANNAE get more specific than that. 

Other words smack of the 

modern world. A CLIPPIE 

is a female bus conductor. 

Some are just new to the 

lexicon, like ANYHOO for 

‘anyhow’, BAW for ‘ball or 

‘BAWBAG’ for ball bag or 

scrotum. 

Much is made of the 

division between 

HIGHLANDS and 

LOWLANDS. The Scottish 

Highlands and Lowlands 

are distinct regions 

separated by the Highland 

Boundary Fault, with the Highlands 

being characterized by rugged, 

mountainous terrain, LOCHS (lakes) 

or LOCHANS (small lakes) and 

GLENS (valleys) upon which you may 

do well to chance upon a 

CAPERCAILZIE or PTARMIGAN, 

both birds of the grouse family. The 

HIGHLANDS is historically associated 

with the Gaelic language and culture, 

traditional music such as the 

PIBROCH (or bagpipe), and Highland 

games. On the other hand, the 

Lowlands are flatter, featuring gently 

rolling terrain, fertile plains, rivers, 

urban areas or MACHAIRS (low-lying 

beaches in the Hebrides.) They are 

more populated, and historically 

associated with the Scots language, a 

dialect of English. A TEUCHTER is a 

derogatory word for a Highlander 

used by Lowlanders. A GILLIE is a 

Highland chief’s attendant. Either 

would quite happily sport a FILABEG, 

FILIBEG or FILLIBEG. A kilt in other 

words. 

The HIGHLAND/S are 

characterised by  

LOCH/S and GLEN/S 
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Lawson Sue stumbled on 

this wonderful triad in 

Whangarei when 

dissecting his racks: 

DIRDAM, DIRDUM, 

DURDUM, a commotion 

or uproar. 

You can play TATIES or 

TATTIES for spuds but 

TAIT/TATE is a small 

portion or pinch whereas 

TOUSTIE(r) is irascible, 

irritable, testy. You can’t 

play *bowtie but you can 

play BAWTIE/BAWTY, an 

affectionate name for a dog. 

A GLENGARRY bonnet is a brimless 

Scottish cap with a crease running 

down the crown, often with ribbons at 

the back, named after the title of the 

clan chief and LAIRD (landed 

proprietor in Scotland), Alexander 

Ranaldson MacDonell of 

Glengarry (1771–1828), who invented 

it. His haughty and flamboyant 

personality gave Walter Scott the 

model for the wild Highland clan 

chieftain Fergus Mac-Ivor in the 

pioneering 1810 historical novel 

Waverley. 

Some words sound distinctly Scottish, 

like ‘to SHOOGLE’ or ‘wobble’; BRAW 

for ‘brave’ or DREICH/ DREIGH which 

is used to describe miserably soggy, 

tedious, grey and dreary weather, 

named the "most iconic" Scots word 

in a 2019 survey, beating GLAIKIT 

(foolish), SCUNNERED (disgusted), 

OUTWITH (outside) or even the 

beautiful WHEESHT! 

(Quiet!) Similarly, 

DROOKIT or 

DROUKIT signifies 

‘drenched from rain’, a 

word bandied about a 

bit in Glasgow, 

christened the UK’s 

rainiest city with 

roughly 170 rainy 

days per year. 

A lot of Scottish can 

be gleaned by reading 

it in a broad 

Glaswegian accent. 

See how you go with this. One New 

Year’s Eve spent in Scotland my 

English dad found himself the 

unfortunate first-footer of a Scottish 

home. “There ISNA(E) NANE WAUR 

than a Sassenach as a first footer!” 

the woman screamed. “DINNA(E) 

stay and get AWA, you KEN?” 

Well, I won’t BLETHER on anymore 

but hopefully you’ve learnt a WEE bit 

of Scots from the land of the HAGGIS 

and HOGMANAY, St Andrew’s 

SALTIRE, the BENS, the GLENS, the 

LOCHS and the HIGHLANDS, the 

FILIBEG, the CEILIDH and 

GLENGARRY. 

 

Ed: Seeing the word LAIRD above 

reminded me a word that comes up in 

my *cardbox – LAIRDLY. Nice when 

you see it! 

 

Scottish groom with a kilt...Also 

known as a FILABEG/ 

FILIBEG/ FILLIBEG/ 

PHILABEG/ PHILIBEG/ 

PHILLIBEG 
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Only on a Scrabble Board 

Five Bingos in First Five Moves 

By Patrick Carter, Mt. Albert’ 

My first two turns were both 
bingos. 

But as I contemplated my third turn 
I was losing by 132. My bingos 
were ENSTYLED and AKINESIA. 
The computer played the other 
three. 

It was obviously bad play on my 
part though. When I analysed the 
game: 

DENSELY would have scored 
more than ENSTYLED. 

IKEBANA would have scored more 
than AKINESIA (and also blocked 
the O for ZOOPHILY). 

Not a bad looking board after five words! There were no more bingos though. 

Puzzle Pozzy Solutions  

1. Dachshund 

2. *Dobermann 

3. *Pomeranian 

4. Basset Hound 

5. *Havanese 

6. Cocker Spaniel 

7. Weimaraner 

8. Golden Retriever 

9. *Alaskan Husky 

10. Springer Spaniel 

11. *Airedale Terrier 

12. *Gordon Setter 

13. French Bulldog 

14. Bullmastiff 

15. Bearded Collie 

16. *Bichon Frise 

17. Affenpinscher 

18. *Dogo *Argentino 

19. *Japanese Spitz 

20. *Rhodesian Ridgeback 

Dog Anagrams (from page 22) 
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Memories are made of 
(nonsense like) this 

by Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers 

Knowing the meaning of a word increases our chances of remembering it. 

However, when a meaning is irrelevant to you (who needs to know that 

PICRATE is a chemical salt?), or is uninteresting, or just doesn’t make sense to 

you, it can be helpful (and fun!) to invent your own meaning.  

This is my list of -RATE words that would otherwise be unmemorable: 

PICRATE, the cost of a movie ticket 

ACERATE, the ante in a game of poker (the CRIBRATE is not so high) 

AMIRATE, what you charge a friend (= mates’ rate) 

BITRATE, the cost of bitcoin 

CAPRATE, price of a hat 

FIBRATE, the fine for perjury 

LIBRATE, the price of freedom 

NITRATE, the percentage of kids with nits in a school 

PRORATE (also called a TARTRATE), a prostitute’s fee.  

They also have a surcharge called TITRATE for extra 

services, and charge a LUSTRATE for urgent jobs.  

Also from Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers 

I used to wonder about people who paid a fortune for those 
little bottles of *EVIAN water - until I read it backwards! 
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Twenty Years Ago in Forwords 

From Forwords edition 78, March 2005. 

A handy article about dealing with a vowel heavy rack.  

We can add a few more words to the list of unusual vowel heavy threes, fours 
and fives from the most recent dictionary update:  

ARIE (plural of ARIA), AENEI (plural of AENEUS, aquarium fish), OUTIE 
(protruding navel) 
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I’m quite pleased that my streamed 

game in Round 6 of the Trans-

Tasman Challenge against Victor 

Tung, turned out to be so viewer-

friendly. Even my non-scrabble 

playing parents were riveted to the 

action. It also featured a fascinating 

endgame, which was artfully 

presented by our commentators, Scott 

Chaput and my good friend Kenji 

Matsumoto, and further discussed in 

YouTube’s live chat by several world-

class players. However, postgame 

analysis with the help of Quackle 

revealed some surprises that no one 

caught on to at the time, which 

showcase my flaws, despite scoring 

500 points and winning the game, as 

well as (more importantly) the beauty 

of the game itself. 

Watch the full game here: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=3aETMBVytXQ 

My play of LULL (holding IST) runs 

against the idea of not opening bonus 

lines when ahead, but the remaining 

tile pool, containing the Z, J, V, W, K, 

and F, is very poor for bonusing, and 

the S hook I’m holding will help me 

outrun some of Victor’s possible big 

plays by providing a nice scoring spot 

for me. Quackle gives Victor just a 5% 

bonus chance after LULL. Of note, 

over the airwaves: Kenji suggested I 

was close to LILLIPUT, and Scott 

suggested a new word to add maybe 

to CSW30 — *LULLITIS, the 

inflammation of boredom. (I’d co-sign 

that.) 

Victor held several of the big tiles I’d 

suspected. His rack was AFIRWSZ. 

He first laid down ZARF next to 

INACTIVE, but then picked it up and 

played WAIFS for 55 up the top. That 

seems like a lot, but it was only 

slightly above average for this game, 

in which we made just 11 plays each, 

and averaged 44 points a turn 

between us (hence the high viewer 

engagement!). This gave Victor a 

slight 413-401 lead for the first time, 

as I’d been ahead from turn one. 

I drew IJNP to my IST leave, which 

doesn’t look great at first glance. 

However, Kenji immediately spots a 

key factor in the position. Victor 

played the second-last S with WAIFS, 

and I hold the last one, with no blanks 

left in the pool to act as an S either. 

This allowed me to play JOINT for just 

13 points, setting up huge plays with 

JOINTS that will presumably(?) win 

me the game on the spot. Quackle 

gives my winning percentage after 

JOINT at 95%+ (though I think the 

real number is closer to 85% because 

of Quackle’s shortcomings. 

There’s a potential problem with this 

setup though, and it was pointed out 

in the YouTube live chat by 2023 

British national champion Paul Allan. 

An Endgame Analysis 
By Chris Tallman, Mt. Albert 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aETMBVytXQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aETMBVytXQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aETMBVytXQ
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I’d seen that Victor had RZ after 

his play of WAIFS because he 

put ZARF on the board first 

before changing his mind. This 

means that he could potentially 

play REZ next to JOINT to 

completely block my set-up with 

an E draw, and surge ahead by 

18. I had figured that after a 

partial block, like RUT, as 

suggested by one of our Aussie 

commentators Josh Watt in chat, 

that I’d still hit the setup for at 

least 55 to 60 points (i.e. with 

PITS from my leave of IPS) - but 

what if the spot is completely 

blocked? 

It turns out that I win with every 

draw to my IPS leave after REZ, 

even with the ugliest ones like 

KTTV or OOOU. This is partially 

thanks to my LULL play giving me 

a crucial lifeline in many situations, 

but mostly because if Victor plays 

REZ, he spends the last remaining 

E and the powerful Z for just 19 

points. Also the pool afterwards is 

too ugly for him to match the 

scoring power of my S.  

The real threat is Victor drawing 

the E and the V and blocking with 

REV instead, which wins for him 

two thirds of the time since it 

retains his Z to score with. 

However his chances of drawing 

both are under 20%.  

Chris VS. Victor Tung: 

REZ will block a high scoring S-hook under 

JOINT. 

Chris’ best moves according to Quackle  

-IIJNPST 
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If I’d gone for the points with JOINTS 

for 42, as one is often compelled to do 

when down by a small margin nearing 

the endgame, Victor could have 

outplayed me using his Z. If Victor 

drew the E, alongside a T, which was 

likely as there were two lurking, he 

could have played TR(APE)ZE for 56 

points through APE, which gives him 

near 9/10 winning chances. This 

would have justified his choice of 

WAIFS, holding the Z, over WAZIR for 

61, holding the S, on the previous turn 

- two very different plays that were 

simulating closely with each other. 

As it turns out, Victor drew poorly with 

KRTTVUZ, and had no plays with a 

chance to win (even the partial block 

of RUT always loses). He played 

VAPE and accepted defeat. Other 

plays he could have made would fish 

for the E for TRAPEZE, but that loses 

to any JOINTS play I make, since 

those score 65-70 points compared to 

56 for TRAPEZE. From my 

perspective though, VAPE should 

have been a very concerning play. It 

leaves one in the bag, and the unseen 

pool from my perspective is now 

EKORTTUZ (and I know he’s still 

holding RZ from seeing ZARF).  

I mentally celebrated after VAPE 

came down for a few seconds, then 

buckled down to make sure there was 

no way I could lose the game. For 

example, if I couldn’t go out-in-two 

with every possible draw, and Victor 

scored a bunch with his Z (like his 

play of ZERK for 43 in the actual 

game) and then go out and outrun 

me. My play of PIONS seemed to 

avoid those pitfalls. Of note: I didn’t 

consider not using the JOINTS hook. I 

had the sneakily-fitting bonus 

POSITRON (making RECREATES) 

available, which also wouldn’t stick 

me with anything. 

However, what I missed was that the 

floating I on the far left of the board 

was a massive threat. There is one 

eight-letter word in the unseen pool 

plus the floating I of INCH— 

TUTORIZE. If Victor played 

TUTORIZE after PIONS, he wins 513-

483, and if I find and play POSITRON, 

he still wins comfortably by 19, 509-

490. His chances of having 

TUTORIZE (meaning the K is in the 

bag) are not one in eight either. 

Playing off just the V with V VAPE, 

could have been an indication that he 

was fishing for it specifically, which 

meant the bag really contained the K 

and one of EOTTU (likely the E since 

he didn’t play REV). Therefore, after 

failing to block TUTORIZE, my real 

winning chances are a coin flip, 50% - 

yikes! 

TR(APE)ZE (56) was a possible play for 

Victor if he drew TE 
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Not all of my blocks win 100%, as 

most will score too little. Victor is 

ahead after VAPE and has the Z in 

reserve to counteract my JOINTS 

plays. The blocks don’t show up when 

generating choices on Quackle. 

However, I found my best sequence 

upon analysis was POORi onto the I 

of INCH for 10 points, saving INS. 

POORI wins in the worst case, which 

is drawing the U, by just one point. If I 

draw the U I would win 451-450, since 

it allows me to play UNIS (with that 

helpful LULLS hook!) even if Victor 

makes his best play of REZ blocking 

the JOINTS hook now.  

The fact that my best endgame 

moves involved making a 13 point 

setup while down by 12 instead of 

scoring 42, and then NOT using it, 

scoring 10 points instead and allowing 

it to be potentially blocked, in a game 

where we averaged a combined 44 

points a turn, shows how crazy 

Scrabble can be. My friend, and top 

American grandmaster Rafi Stern, 

suggested it to his friend Will 

Anderson as a video idea. If I had 

followed through and played POORI 

instead of PIONS at the end, maybe it 

would have been a worthy candidate.  

I hope that Will features a game or 

two from our part of the world 

eventually. It’s up to us to deliver 

some brilliance for him to showcase! 

The final board 
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Mark Twain, one of the most 

competent users of the English 

language, once said: “There are three 

kinds of lies: lies, damned lies, and 

statistics.” After years of looking at 

words in our official Scrabble word 

lists, and with the greatest respect for 

Mark Twain, I’d like to redefine the 

third kind of lie as “the English 

language”. 

Honestly, I don’t know how non-

English speakers ever learn to speak 

English, when they come across such 

anomalies as the words that contain 

the simple noun, EYE. Just consider 

the following: 

OXEYE is not the eye of an ox, but a 

wild chrysanthemum. 

BUGEYE is not the eye of a bug, but 

a small boat. 

MUDEYE is not what you get when 

you've been in a mud fight, but the 

larva of a dragonfly that's used as 

fishing bait. 

REDEYE is not a more severe case of 

PINKEYE, but a railroad danger 

signal. 

BUCKEYE is not the eye of a horse, 

but a horse-chestnut. 

COCKEYE is not 

the eye of a 

rooster, but a 

squint. 

FROGEYE is not 

the eye of a frog, 

but a plant 

disease. 

BULLSEYE is not 

the eye of a bull, 

but the centre of 

a target. 

TIGEREYE is not the eye of a tiger, 

but a gemstone. 

POPESEYE is not the eye of the 

pope, but a ribeye steak. 

BIRDSEYE is not a bird but a 

primrose!  

Finally – ridiculously! - FISHEYE is a 

suspicious stare. What are fish 

suspicious of?  

Certainly, a brighter language student 

may well be able to understand why a 

duck could be named descriptively as 

GOLDENEYE, a bird as SILVEREYE, 

and a fish as BIGEYE or MOONEYE, 

but it would be well-nigh impossible to 

guess the meanings of the above 

dozen words without a lot of help from 

their context. 

Lies, damned lies and the 
English language 

by Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers 

OXEYE is a flower 
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You may well be thinking I’ve given 

you a rare group of anomalies. So, 

just to support my argument, here’s 

another similarly deceitful group of 

words.  

Words like DUCKLING, GOSLING, 

FLEDGLING, YEARLING, 

LAMBLING, CHICKLING and 

KIDLING use the suffix  

-LING to indicate a very young or 

small animal. So an English student 

could make a reasonable assumption 

about words like PORKLING, 

GNATLING FROGLING, GOATLING, 

WOLFLING, TROUTLING and 

PIGLING even if they had never have 

come across them before. Even a 

more unusual -LING word, like 

FATLING, a young animal fattened for 

slaughter, would make some sense to 

the uninitiated. But how could they 

possibly manage the following (albeit, 

wonderfully!) deceptive -LING words? 

Lies, lies, lies – all of them: 

OWLING is not a little owl, but to 

smuggle wool or sheep. 

RATLING is not a little rat, but part of 

a ship's rigging. 

MOOLING is not a little cow, but to 

cover with soil. 

SOWLING is not a young sow, but to 

pull by the ears. 

VEALING is not a young veal, but the 

same as veiling. 

ANGELING is not a little angel, but to 

support financially. 

BUMLING is not a little bum, but a 

submerged mass of ice. 

MOUSLING is not a little mouse, but 

to pull roughly. 

QUACKLING is not a little duck, but to 

choke or suffocate. 

COCKLING is not a young cock, but 

to gather cockles. 

BEETLING is not a young beetle, but 

to overhang. 

EAGLING is not a baby eagle, but 

what you might do when you are 

playing golf. 

CATLING is not a kitten, but a surgical 

knife - neither is KITTLING; it means 

to offend. 

Honestly, Scrabblers – how many of 

those words would YOU have known 

the meaning of?  

Tom Waits, American musician and 

composer, put a positive slant on such 

“lies” when he said: “Most people 

don’t care if you’re telling them the 

truth or if you’re telling them a lie, as 

long as they’re entertained by it.”  

There are certainly plenty of 

entertaining words to be found in our 

word list!  

OWLING—to smuggle 

wool or sheep 
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Featherston: Over the Hill 

Challenge 

By Fran Lowe, Featherston 

At the inaugural Wairarapa 

tournament last year, our esteemed 

Howard Warner began nudging me 

about having an informal Scrabble 

tourney in Featherston early in 2025. 

He had previously inspired a very 

enjoyable social competition with 

grades at our local pub. Living half his 

week in Carterton, we are lucky that 

he seems to have taken the 

Wairarapa Scrabble clubs under his 

wing.  

Vicki Jones of Martinborough Club 

arranged for Howard to treat 

Wairarapa players to an informative 

Scrabble workshop early January this 

year. Howard’s (unenforceable) 

condition was that attendees 

subsequently attend a tournament. A 

number attended Wellington’s 

Janniversary tournament.  

I had more or less shelved the idea of 

a local tournament. Then Howard 

came up with the suggestion of 

Wellington and Wairarapa having a 

non-rated social challenge for the 

*Rasco trophy (spot the anagram). 

The *Rasco, is awarded to the team 

that comes second. I’ve been told it is 

gold, but it is strangely lightweight. 

Readers may know the trophy from 

the now defunct “Wellywanger” 

challenges between Wellington and 

Wanganui. Howard 

also summoned the 

spirit of the former 

“Battle of the Bridge” 

challenges held in 

Auckland. The overall 

goal was to give 

newer players low 

key competition 

experience.  

On Sunday 23 March, Featherston 

Scrabble Club hosted the “Over the 

Hill” challenge at the Featherston 

Community Centre. The “Hill”, for 

readers not from these parts, is the 

Remutaka Hill – a humungous but 

surmountable barrier between the 

Wellington and Wairarapa regions. 

Seven Wellington players played 

seven Wairarapa players. We 

excluded A and B graders as this 

challenge was for the less 

experienced Scrabblers. Players from 

Wellington and Lower Hutt clubs 

played for Wellington. There were 

members of the new Masterton, 

Martinborough and Featherston clubs 

representing the Wairarapa. 

Wairarapa only excluded our star 

player Sue McRae, whereas quite a 

number of Wellington players were 

excluded (though not enough it 

seems). 

It was a great day — the weather, the 

venue, the kai, the games, the people 

were all terrific. Howard was the 

Club News 

*Rasco trophy 
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director for the day. He said 

it’s the first time he has been 

at a tournament and not 

played! You can see him in 

the photo, at the results 

whiteboard. 

The result was bitter sweet. 

Wairarapa lost, so we won 

the trophy! Wellington won 30 

of the 49 games. Clare Wall 

of Wellington was the star, 

winning all of her seven 

games and having the highest 

score of 499. Wellingtonian 

Neil Price and Aidan Robins 

of Lower Hutt both won five 

games. Of the Wairarapa 

players, Jez Partridge, 

formerly a Wellington player, 

and I won five games each, 

and my highest score was 

497.  

This is the start of an ongoing 

tussle, the next one being 

hosted by Wellington 

somewhere in the Hutt Valley 

later this year. We are also 

planning a Wairarapa social 

Scrabble day at the Featherston 

Royal Hotel on the 4th of May for the 

members of all three local clubs.  

Also please don’t forget to come to 

our second Wairarapa rated 

tournament on September 27 and 28. 

P.S. Howard nudged me to write this 

article! Players at the Over the Hill Challenge 

Foreground: David Robinson, Wairarapa, 

Taanga Lawrence, Wellington 

Note: *FLATULANCE, *POKEMON and 

*FRISBEETARIANISM are not allowable in CSW24 
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Nelson Tournament report 

By Peter Johnstone, Christchurch 

As with the last few years, the 

tournament was held in the clubhouse 

at the Waimea Plains Retirement 

Village, which allows us to play on the 

covered deck. Although occasionally it 

got quite warm, it's a lovely 

environment to play in, and the 

catered morning and afternoon tea 

was outstanding. I can hardly wait to 

play there again. 

We had a good turnout from our Club 

with nine of the 20 participants from 

Christchurch. I think the strength of 

our club is indicated by the results, 

which saw Christchurch players 

recording the first three places in both 

B and C grades, and second and third 

places in the top grade.  

Murray Rogers who played very well, 

won A grade on spread. However, we 

had a great finale going into the last 

game, with Murray, John Baird and I 

all possible winners. As Murray and 

John were playing each other, John 

needed to beat Murray to have a 

chance of victory, which would be his 

if I lost to Nola Borrell. Murray just had 

to win, as his spread was so large, it 

could not be overcome. For my part, I 

needed to win my game, and for John 

to beat Murray.  

As they were seated alongside me, 

and started before we did, I could see 

the early omens for John were not 

good. Murray started the game with a 

pretty horrible rack, just one vowel but 

was able to play TITCH for 28, and 

then picked up a blank and the Z and 

some vowels and soon posted some 

sizable scores. In the end it was a 

reasonably close game with Murray 

winning by 41. I had a very difficult 

game with Nola, but just edged it by 

24 playing a pretty defensive game (a 

shortage of blanks and S's made this 

a necessity). So the upshot was that 

John is to blame! (He beat me in the 

penultimate game, then could not 

overcome Murray in the last).  

I think the standout performance from 

our club was Colleen Link in C grade, 

as she was the only player in the 

tournament to record 12 wins (only 

three losses) with plenty of bonuses 

and finishing two clear of Marilyn 

Sinclair (who had the unfortunate 

experience of two four point losses). 

Colleen is clearly too strong a player 

to keep sneaking into the lowest 

grade for much longer.  

Megg Hewlett's win in B grade is also 

noteworthy, as she trailed Jonas 

Wiberg by two games at the end of 

day one, before starting day two with 

a crushing 250 spread win over 

Jonas. Both Megg and Jonas played 

over 20 bonuses each, and averaged 

over 400 (the only other player to top 

400 average was Murray).  

Jonas had a real Jekyll and Hyde 

tournament. After winning seven out 

of eight on day one, he posted five 

consecutive losses on day two before 

rallying to win the last two games to 

claim second place.  
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It's fair to say Joanna Fox and Noeline 

Monsef had trying tournaments, but 

each had their moments despite that. 

Jo was one of the few people to take 

a game off Murray, and she also lead 

through her last game with me until I 

got lucky and produced a late  

V(E)NERAtE to win a very close game 

by 11 points. Noeline was one of only 

three players to defeat Colleen Link, 

eventual C grade winner. 

Now a few thoughts from my own 

games.  

1. New Words 

As this was the first tournament to use 

CSW24, there were a few of the 

recently added words in evidence. I 

got to play BAW, and AVI (which also 

got an extra five points as my 

opponent didn't believe it). John 

deployed VACAY off a TWS square 

when we played our second game. 

Though the pity of that was he needed 

to play two blanks for the As. He had 

previously attempted a bonus word 

with both blanks, which was 

challenged off. He then played a 

shorter word, but had a horror draw 

with the V and Y so was unable to 

bonus.  

INT was also played in one of my 

games. I failed to get either of my 

favourite new fives, FLOOF and 

TOMOZ, but the day will come.  

 2. A balanced tournament 

As one who sometimes cites 

themselves as *TUSPITWO (The 

Unluckiest Scrabble Player in the 

WOrld), it was nice to have a very 

balanced tournament in terms of the 

distribution of the feature letters (by 

which I mean the high value tiles, 

Esses and blanks). Usually you have 

some games where one player gets 

eight or nine of them, and vice versa. 

This time I had six games where they 

were split 50/50, four games where I 

had four, and five games where I had 

six. So of the 150 features I picked up 

76 out of 150, which is a smidgen 

over half. Weirdly, I had a field day 

with the blanks on day one. getting 12 

of 16, but a drought on day two, when 

I only drew four. Even stranger, I 

thought was that I actually performed 

better on day two with six wins out of 

seven games.  

3. Challenges (and the lack thereof) 

A few of my games featured 

challenges or the absence of a 

challenge, which in some cases were 

decisive. I got away with  

*SPERMED in one game, when  

EMPIRES was the obvious move, but 

with two blanks I was always going to 

find a valid play.  

John tried *DROICHES against me, 

which if valid would have been a 

winning play. The weird thing about 

DROICH is that is the plural has no E. 

I dodged another bullet when Sue 

didn't challenge my play of COITS, 

which was fine, but the hook of the S 

to KUEH was not correct.  

Murray got me when I tried to hook 

KRONA with an S, but not critical as I 

bonused next turn elsewhere. I still 
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though it strange that a currency can't 

take an S, when so many do (e.g. 

POUNDS, DOLLARS, EUROS, 

ESCUDOS and even HRYVNYAS). 

 4. Idiocy 

We all do some dumb things! At one 

point John played the bonus 

LOUSIER against me, whilst I was 

holding a B, which could have been 

used to access the TWS hooking the 

B to Johns' word. I never even 

considered it, and only thought about 

it later. I used the B elsewhere 

(making BEVVY) and then got the 

other one which I used to make BAW.  

When playing Sue, late in the game I 

had a bad rack with six vowels 

including two Us and I should have 

swapped (and to some extent 

poisoned the bag). I tried to play 

through and also mistracked the tiles, 

allowing Sue to go out and win by 18 

points. Maybe I would have lost 

anyway, but I think these mistakes 

were poor judgment.  

In a game with Murray I played  

SNOTTIE (which was when I tried to 

hook the S on KRONA) but STONIED 

would have been a much better play, 

since my other choice enable an S or 

R hook to the TWS. On thinking about 

it later I realised ENATIONS was also 

better as it would have been a double-

double for seven more points and far 

less risk. Sometimes I just don't think 

enough and play the first thing that 

occurs to me.  

 

5. “Never miss a bonus” 

Quite a few years ago, I recall Blue 

Thorogood saying that in conversation 

with Nigel Richards Blue asked Nigel 

his advice about the game. To which 

Nigel replied “Play your bad racks well 

and never miss a bonus”. This seems 

the perfect succinct advice for playing 

our game. But while I agree with this 

as a general rule, there are occasions 

where it is a sound strategy to pass 

up a bonus (though that has also 

bitten me once or twice before).  

There was a perfect example in a 

game I had with Jo, who countered 

my opening move with a bonus of 

COATING. At this point I had a rack to 

die for, both blanks, an S, and one 

each of E, I, M and the Q. I knew I 

had to have a bonus (there are only 

two in fact, but I didn't even look for 

them, as the optimal play seemed to 

me to play QI for 64 over the I and N 

in Jo's word. This was almost certain 

to further improve my already 

formidable rack (which it did), and 

also blocked the XI/XU play which 

could have yielded 52. This was 

essentially equivalent to two 

consecutive bonuses, and built a very 

healthy lead.  

Moral of the story is we live and learn. 
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In the News 

 

 

 

The Australian article on Youth Scrabble in Pakistan 

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/pakistans-old-english-

manners-spell-youth-scrabble-success/news-

story/62df0c47ff457cd8f0404f2a960b18fb 

Guardian article on Nigel’s Spanish Win 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/dec/10/scrabble-star-nigel-richards-

wins-spanish-world-title-despite-not-speaking-spanish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whanganui Chronicle article on Anderina McLean 

The Chronicle Q&A: Anderina McLean talks Scrabble, cronuts and 

Windermere - NZ Herald  

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/pakistans-old-english-manners-spell-youth-scrabble-success/news-story/62df0c47ff457cd8f0404f2a960b18fb
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/pakistans-old-english-manners-spell-youth-scrabble-success/news-story/62df0c47ff457cd8f0404f2a960b18fb
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/pakistans-old-english-manners-spell-youth-scrabble-success/news-story/62df0c47ff457cd8f0404f2a960b18fb
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/dec/10/scrabble-star-nigel-richards-wins-spanish-world-title-despite-not-speaking-spanish
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/dec/10/scrabble-star-nigel-richards-wins-spanish-world-title-despite-not-speaking-spanish
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/whanganui-chronicle/news/the-chronicle-qa-anderina-mclean-talks-scrabble-cronuts-and-windermere/G47U7S7BWFD2TMRVYKMIPI626A/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/whanganui-chronicle/news/the-chronicle-qa-anderina-mclean-talks-scrabble-cronuts-and-windermere/G47U7S7BWFD2TMRVYKMIPI626A/
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How not to count your scores! 

I’m sure I have 

mentioned in a 

previous Ask Liz 

about not counting 

your turn score with 

the writing end of 

your pen. Many 

players now have 

Protiles – lovely 

tiles, and around $50 or more for a 

set. Whatever tiles you own, however, 

most people really don’t want ink 

marks on their tiles. I certainly don’t. If 

you really need something to count 

your score with, try using a finger, the 

other end of your pen, or retract the 

nib part of your pen before you touch 

tiles with it. 

In a recent tournament in Auckland I 

played the last game on my own 

board. On one of my pickups I got one 

of the Vs. To my dismay I saw a large 

black mark on the top corner. I 

happened to comment to my 

opponent about how annoying it was 

to find one of your tiles had a big ink 

mark on it (that wasn’t there at the 

start of the tournament). My opponent 

immediately replied – oh, it’s a V isn’t 

it? She had played on this board in 

the previous game and had seen it 

then. 

As you can see from the pictures the 

ink is clearly visible from the top. It’s 

bad enough to have marks on the 

front of a tile that you have to clean 

off, however this situation is worse as 

it gives your opponent knowledge of 

one of your tiles. It appeared to be a 

Sharpie pen marker, not just a normal 

ball point pen marker so it took a while 

to get it off. This was in A grade – 

everyone should know not to do this, 

and A graders should most certainly 

know better!  

Ask Liz 
by Liz Fagerlund, Mt. Albert 

Liz Fagerlund 

The offending tile 

Can you spot the marked tile on the rack? 
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New Zealand Scrabble Records  

as at 1st January 2025 

NZ Performances at the World Scrabble Championships, now WESPAC 

(held since 1991) 

World Champion  Alastair Richards 2021 (online) 

  Nigel Richards 2007, 2011, 2013, 2019 

In the top 10  7th Mike Sigley 1993 

(other than first) 3rd Jeff Grant 1995 

 6th Jack Dymond  

(Kendall Boyd) 

1997 

                           8th, 2nd, 3rd Nigel Richards 1999, 2009, 2017 

Most frequent competitor 11 times Jeff Grant,  

Howard Warner 

1991-2015 

1999-2021 

NZ Performances at the World Youth Championships 

Highest place 7th/120 Lewis Hawkins 2014 

Most frequent competitor 4 times Lewis Hawkins 2013-2017 

Trans-Tasman Challenge 

Challenges won by NZ 4 1998, 2000, 2010, 
2024 

Individual winners Peter Sinton 1998 

 Jack Dymond (Kendall Boyd) 2000 

 Howard Warner 2002 

 Joanne Craig 2010 

 Dylan Early 2018 
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NZ Masters (held since 1984) 

Most games won 21/23 Jeff Grant 

Mike Sigley 

1993, 1997 

2002 

Highest spread 2529 Alastair Richards 2021 

Most times winner 12 times Howard Warner 

 

2000-01, 2003-
04, 2006,  

2008-13, 2018, 
2024 

Most frequent competitor 39/40 Glennis Hale 1984-2024 

Youngest competitor 12 years,  

104 days 

Lewis Hawkins 2017 

Oldest competitor 85 years, 244 
days 

Shirley Martin 

 

2024 

National Championship (held since 1980) 

Most times National Champion 16 times Jeff Grant 

 

1990-91,  

1993-96, 

1998, 2000-01, 
2007-08 

Youngest competitor 8 years, 
151 days 

Lewis Hawkins 2013 

Oldest competitor 88 years, 

359 days 

June Mackwell 2012 

Dunedin tournament winners 

(April 2025) 

A Grade: Scott Chaput (2nd), Lynn 

Wood (3rd) & Chris Tallman (1st) 

C Grade: Betty Eriksen (3rd), Megg Hewlett 

(1st) & Marian Ross (2nd) 
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Tournament Records 

Highest game score 756 Dylan Early April 2019 

Highest losing score 514 Pam Barlow Jun 2010 

Highest drawn score 487 Debbie Raphael  

& Lynn Wood 

Feb 2004 

Highest single turn 302 Lynne Butler Oct 2011 

Highest single turn non-bonus 135 Ruth O’Neil Nov 1997 

Highest combined score 1078 

 

1078 

David Lloyd  

& Howard Warner 

Alastair Richards & 
Lyres Freeth 

Mar 1997 

 

Mar 2019 

Highest winning margin 493 Mike Sigley Nov 1990 

Highest add-on 58 Jeff Grant 

Lynn Wood 

Mar 2012 

May 2015 

Most consecutive bonus words 5 Allie Quinn Jun 1989 

Most bonus words in a game 
(individual) 

6 

6 

6 

Nigel Richards 

Yvette Hewlett 

Howard Warner 

 

Chris Tallman  

Aug 1998 

Nov 2001 

Aug 2010, 
Oct 2024 

Jul 2024 

Most bonus words in a game 
(combined) 

8 
 

8 
 

8 

Mike Sigley & 

Glenyss Buchanan 

Nigel Richards &  

John Foster 

Paul Lister &  

Shirley Hol 

Glennis Hale &  

Lawson Sue 

Howard Warner & 
Dylan Early 

Pre 1997 

 

Aug 1998 

 

May 2013 

 

July 2024 

 

Jun 2024 

Highest average in a tournament 584 Nigel Richards Jan 1997 

Most tournament games played 5544 Lynn Wood  

Most tournament games won 2620.5 Howard Warner  
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Milestones  

5000 tournament games played 

Lynn Wood 5832 

4000 tournament games played  

Betty Erikson 4556 

3000 tournament games played  

Val Mills (E) 3984 

Howard Warner (GM) 3614 

Liz Fagerlund 3526 

Jean O’Brien 3513 

Glennis Hale (GM) 3500 

John Foster (GM) 3391 

Jennifer Smith 3327 

David Gunn 3317 

2000 tournament games played 

Su Walker 2955 

Lawson Sue (GM) 2823 

Carolyn Kyle 2811 

Glenda Geard 2802 

Shirley Martin 2638 

Lorraine van Veen 2629 

Murray Rogers (E) 2624 

Jeff Grant (GM) 2618 

Delcie Macbeth 2479 

Rosemary Cleary (E) 2308 

Cicely Bruce 2304 

Andrew Bradley (GM) 2260 

Helen Sillis 2259 

Olivia En 2251 

Roger Coates 2138 

1000 tournament games played  

Mary Curtis 1318 

Judy Driscoll 1164 

Lyres Freeth 1154 

Jillian Greening 1113 

Colleen Cook 1103 

Vicky Robertson 1092 

Frances Higham 1089 

Tony Charlton 1069 

Antonia Aarts 1064 

Clare Wall 1026 

2000 tournament games won 

Howard Warner 2713.5 

Lynn Wood 2797.5 

Betty Eriksen 2282.5 

1000 tournament games won  

Val Mills (E) 1960.5 

Jeff Grant (GM) 1938 

Glennis Hale (GM) 1899 

John Foster (GM) 1882 

Liz Fagerlund (GM) 1821 

Jean O'Brien 1755.5 

David Gunn 1618 

Jennifer Smith 1590 

Lawson Sue (GM) 1535.5 

Su Walker 1492 

Carolyn Kyle 1382.5 

Glenda Geard 1381 

Murray Rogers (E) 1377 

Shirley Martin 1303 

Lorraine Van Veen 1291.5 

Delcie Macbeth 1271.5 

 Cicely Bruce (GM) 1261.5 

Andrew Bradley (GM) 1215 

Anderina McLean (GM) 1165 

Olivia En (E) 1162.5 

Helen Sillis 1102 
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Club Records 

Highest game score 763 John Foster Mt Albert Jan 1993 

Highest losing score 522 

522 

Stanley Ngundji 

Nick Ascroft 

Scrabble 
Wellington 

Aug 2019 

Sept 2022 

Highest drawn score 482 Jeff Grant & 

Margaret Warren 

Hastings Mar 1994 

Highest single turn 347 Neil Talbot Wellington Oct 2003 

Highest single turn,  

non bonus 

261 John Foster Mt Albert Jan 1993 

Highest combined 
score 

1106 Chris Hooks & Papatoetoe 
& Mt Albert 

Mar 1992 

Highest winning margin 590 Paul Lister Christchurch Nov 2008 

Highest add-on 68 Andrew Bradley Mt Albert Pre 1990 

Most consecutive 
bonus words 

5 John Foster 

Patrick Carter 

Paul Lister 

Mt Albert 

Mt Albert 

Christchurch 

Apr 1992 

Apr 2003 

Aug 2010 

Most bonus words in a 
game (individual) 

7 Jeff Grant Independent Sept 1997 

Most bonus words in a 
game (combined) 

8 

 

8 

Chris Hooks & 

Dawn Kitzen 

Dylan Early & Nick 
Ascroft 

Papatoetoe 
& Mt Albert 

Scrabble 
Wellington 

Mar 1992 

 

Sept 2022 

Grandmasters  Experts 

Alastair Richards (GM) Joanne Craig (GM) Jason Simpson (E) 

Anderina McLean (GM) John Foster (GM) Karen Richards (E)  

Andrew Bradley (GM) Lawson Sue (GM) Lewis Hawkins (E) 

Blue Thorogood (GM) Liz Fagerlund (GM) Mike Currie (E) 

Chris Tallman (GM) Lynne Butler (GM) Murray Rogers (E) 

Cicely Bruce (GM) Lyres Freeth (GM) Nick Ascroft (E) 

Dylan Early (GM) Patrick Carter (GM) Olivia En (E) 

Gil Quiballo (GM) Peter Sinton (GM) Paul Lister (E) 

Glennis Hale (GM) Stanley Ngundi (GM) Rosemary Cleary (E) 

Howard Warner (GM) Steven Brown (GM) Scott Chaput (E) 

Jeff Grant (GM)   Val Mills (E) 
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Nelson 

15-16 February 2025 

15 games 

          Name Wins Ave Club Spread 
A Grade 

1 Murray Rogers (E) IND 11 854 420 

2 Peter Johnstone CHC 11 364 382 

3 John Baird CHC 9.5 511 393 

4 Sue Hensley DUN 5.5 -405 363 

5 Nola Borrell IND 4 -558 370 

6 Joanna Fox CHC 4 -766 333 

C Grade 

1 Colleen Link CHC 12 962 386 

2 Marilyn Sinclair CHC 10 714 369 

3 Hanna Dodge CHC 8 115 363 

4 Tony Charlton NEL 7 -25 351 

5 Kate Allen NEL 7 -349 342 

6 Llane Hadden NEL 6 72 348 

7 Kelly Thomas NEL 6 -646 336 

8 Noeline Monsef CHC 4 -843 321 

Tournament results 

B Grade 

1 Megg Hewlett   CHC 9 581 403 

2 Jonas Wiberg CHC 9 307 404 

3 Malcolm Graham IND 8 70 381 

4 Ruth Groffman DUN 7 -178 377 

5 Alison Holmes CHC 7 -195 378 

6 Judy Driscoll IND 5 -585 347 

A Grade 

1 Val Mills (E) MTA 11 554 429 

2 Howard Warner (GM) WEL 10 1364 474 

3 Andrew Bradley (GM) MTA 9 306 418 

4 Lawson Sue (GM) MTA 8 -109 410 

5 Jennifer Smith KIW 7 282 399 

6 Liz Fagerlund (GM) MTA 7 168 409 

7 Cicely Bruce (GM) WRE 7 87 413 

8 Jason Simpson (E) WRE 7 -203 405 

9 Olivia En (E) WAN 6 -18 388 

10 Alexander Gandar MTA 5 -252 394 

11 Shirley Martin KIW 5 -299 377 

12 Anderina McLean (GM) WAN 4 -441 367 

13 Lynn Wood IND 3 -687 360 

14 Lorraine Van Veen IND 2 -752 364 

Rotorua 

1-2 March 2025 

13 games 

          Name Wins Ave Club Spread 

B Grade 

1 Clare Wall IND 9 509 405 

2 Yvette Hewlett IND 9 461 412 

3 David Gunn KIW 8 744 409 

4 Jean O'Brien IND 8 113 369 

5 Nola Borrell IND 7 -149 381 

6 Minuri Undugodage IND 6 110 374 

7 Heather Landon TGA 6 96 387 

8 Helen Sillis WTA 6 -134 373 

9 Jenny Litchfield WRE 6 -347 369 

10 Roger Cole-Baker MTA 6 -395 352 

11 Dianne Cole-Baker MTA 5 -79 367 

12 Mary Curtis WRE 5 -269 380 

13 Suzanne Harding WRE 5 -325 364 

14 Delcie Macbeth IND 5 -335 370 

Left: 

Rotorua B grade winners 

David Gunn (3rd), Clare Wall (1st), 

Yvette Hewlett (2nd) 
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C Grade 

1 Ben Tu'itahi MTA 10 1191 417 

2 Cooper Ashley MTA 10 922 398 

3 Betty Eriksen WAN 10 619 382 

4 Mike Harris MTA 9 400 365 

5 Judith Kuchler ROT 9 328 346 

6 Judy Driscoll IND 8 217 358 

7 Val Isherwood ROT 8 71 345 

8 Jillian Greening KIW 8 63 337 

9 Dael Shaw TGA 7 -129 330 

10 Dorothy Bakel TGA 7 -142 340 

11 Jenny Duncan ROT 7 -189 338 

12 Jacqueline  KIW 6 -112 336 

13 Anne Scatchard WRE 6 -235 314 

14 Deb Epp ROT 5 -342 319 

15 Tim Henneveld ROT 3 -369 308 

16 Annette Caisley WRE 2 -706 308 

17 Janny Henneveld ROT 2 -937 291 

Dunedin  

5-6 April 2025 

15 games 

          Name Wins Ave Club Spread 

A Grade 

1 Chris Tallman (GM) IND 13 1203 472 

2 Scott Chaput (E) IND 8 593 440 

3 Lynn Wood IND 8 -354 391 

4 Lois Binnie CHC 7 -78 408 

5 Paul Freeman DUN 5 -768 377 

6 Clare Wall IND 4 -596 389 

B Grade 

1 Sue Hensley DUN 8 88 380 

2 Anne Goldstein CHC 8 -9 381 

3 Jenny Litchfield WRE 8 -95 380 

4 Joanna Fox CHC 8 -104 370 

5 Carolyn Kyle IND 7 259 375 

6 Tara Hurley IND 6 -139 369 

C Grade 

1 Megg Hewlett CHC 10 607 411 

2 Marian Ross DUN 10 493 390 

3 Betty Eriksen WAN 7 -58 368 

4 Malcolm Graham CHC 7 -391 357 

5 Ruth Groffman DUN 6 4 370 

6 Hanna Dodge CHC 5 -655 353 

D Grade 

1 Paxton Hall DUN 13 1134 403 

2 Marilyn Sinclair CHC 8 352 369 

3 Taanga Lawrence WEL 8 139 353 

4 Anne-Louise Milne DUN 8 30 357 

5 Marc Van Hoecke DUN 5 -655 332 

6 David Lane DUN 3 -1000 312 

NZ Masters 

18-20 April 2025 

23 games 

          Name Wins Ave Club Spread 

1 Dylan Early (GM) WEL 17 1673 462 

2 Howard Warner (GM) WEL 17 1335 454 

3 Lewis Hawkins (E) CHC 16 1198 435 

4 Peter Sinton (GM) DUN 16 825 419 

5 Chris Tallman (GM) MTA 16 761 436 

6 Anderina McLean (GM) WAN 14 382 421 

7 Lawson Sue (GM) MTA 13 985 419 

8 Gil Quiballo (GM) IND 13 646 445 

9 Stanley Ngundi (GM) WEL 12 286 416 

10 Cicely Bruce (GM) WRE 12 98 410 

11 Murray Rogers (E) IND 12 -418 385 

12 Mike Currie (E) MTA 11 -64 412 

13 Norma Fisher CHC 11 -151 409 

14 Scott Chaput (E) IND 11 -192 410 

15 Liz Fagerlund (GM) MTA 11 -197 388 

16 Jason Simpson (E) WRE 11 -225 404 

17 Andrew Bradley (GM) MTA 11 -288 401 

18 Nick Ascroft (E) WEL 11 -315 402 

19 Val Mills (E) MTA 10 -409 401 

20 Lynne Butler (GM) WAN 9 -394 400 

21 Karen Gray DUN 8 -811 389 

22 Glennis Hale (GM) IND 5 -746 389 

23 Paul Lister (E) CHC 5 -1721 360 

24 Shirley Martin KIW 4 -2258 359 
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South Island Champs 

10-11 May 2025 

14 games 

          Name Wins Ave Club Spread 

A Grade 

1 Sam Kantimathi OS 11 1045 435 

2 Blue Thorogood (GM) IND 11 651 431 

3 Lewis Hawkins (E) CHC 8 439 418 

4 Lois Binnie CHC 7 -136 395 

5 Norma Fisher CHC 6 24 403 

6 Herb Ramsay IND 6 -737 359 

7 Murray Rogers (E) IND 5 -465 376 

8 Lynn Wood IND 2 -821 364 

B Grade 

1 John Baird CHC 12 644 394 

2 Helen Sillis WTA 9 502 393 

3 Anne Goldstein CHC 9 399 384 

4 Sue Hensley DUN 8 107 366 

5 Joanna Fox CHC 6 -31 369 

6 Carolyn Kyle IND 5 -468 349 

7 Selena Chan CHC 4 -444 365 

8 Cathy Casey WRE 3 -709 352 

C Grade 

1 Ruth Groffman DUN 9 273 378 

2 Megg Hewlett CHC 9 168 392 

3 Jonas Wiberg CHC 7 629 408 

4 Malcolm Graham IND 7 -65 373 

5 Lyn Dawson CHC 7 -452 361 

6 Betty Eriksen WAN 6 49 370 

7 Marian Ross DUN 6 -106 372 

8 Colleen Link CHC 5 -496 370 

D Grade 

1 Ben Tu'itahi MTA 12 963 413 

2 Marilyn Sinclair CHC 10 638 376 

3 Hanna Dodge CHC 10 485 393 

4 Lev Roch CHC 10 389 402 

5 Andrew Campbell IND 9 431 384 

6 Anne-Louise Milne DUN 7 -114 359 

7 Colleen Cook CHC 4.5 27 367 

8 Noeline Monsef CHC 4 -909 325 

9 Colin Stewart CHC 2 -1049 320 

10 Frances Higham PAP 1.5 -861 319 

Mt. Albert —Saturday 

17 May 2025 

7 games 

          Name Wins Ave Club Spread 

A Grade 

1 Andrew Bradley (GM) MTA 7 440 446 

2 Patrick Carter (GM) MTA 5 329 423 

3 Alastair Richards (GM) IND 4 518 445 

4 Cicely Bruce (GM) WRE 3 -108 382 

5 Chris Tallman (GM) MTA 3 -251 405 

6 Lawson Sue (GM) MTA 3 -342 377 

7 Liz Fagerlund (GM) MTA 2 -159 372 

8 Val Mills (E) MTA 1 -427 361 

B Grade 

1 Alexander Gandar MTA 6 578 468 

2 Margie Hurly WRE 6 160 408 

3 Mike Currie (E) MTA 4 -29 427 

4 Jane Walton KIW 3 71 427 

5 Jeanette Grimmer ROD 3 -171 377 

6 Jason Simpson (E) WRE 3 -310 382 

7 Jennifer Smith KIW 2 -13 401 

8 Lynn Wood IND 1 -286 380 

C Grade 

1 Mary Curtis WRE 6 160 410 

2 Lorraine Van Veen IND 4 196 408 

3 Su Walker IND 4 111 426 

4 Suzanne Liddall WRE 4 31 389 

5 David Gunn KIW 4 6 395 

6 Shirley Martin KIW 4 -105 390 

7 Merelyn Fuemana MTA 3 -45 369 

8 Jenny Litchfield WRE 2 -61 381 

9 Clare Wall IND 2 -117 386 

10 Delcie Macbeth IND 2 -176 388 

D Grade 

1 Joanne Morley ROT 6 478 431 

2 Lynn Carter MTA 5 190 397 

3 Bernie Jardine MTA 5 -23 389 

4 Calum Henderson MTA 4 163 391 

5 Roger Cole-Baker MTA 3 70 380 

6 Betty Eriksen WAN 3 -21 375 

7 Mary Gray MTA 3 -104 369 
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E Grade 

1 Ben Tu'itahi MTA 6.5 549 439 

2 George Dodd MTA 6 598 421 

3 Cooper Ashley MTA 5 369 388 

4 Mike Harris MTA 4 267 375 

5 Antonia Aarts MTA 3 57 374 

6 Maheu Papau T-Pole MTA 3 -80 367 

7 Rodney Jardine MTA 2.5 -336 336 

8 Anne Scatchard WRE 2 -293 324 

9 Clementine Mills MTA 2 -496 351 

10 Annette Caisley WRE 1 -635 306 

Mt. Albert —Sunday 

18 May 2025 

7 games 

          Name Wins Ave Club Spread 

A Grade 

1 Alastair Richards (GM) IND 7 989 507 

2 Val Mills (E) MTA 5 239 428 

3 Chris Tallman (GM) MTA 5 236 452 

4 Lawson Sue (GM) MTA 4 46 419 

5 Jason Simpson (E) WRE 3 -354 389 

6 Patrick Carter (GM) MTA 2 -56 413 

7 Cicely Bruce (GM) WRE 1 -306 384 

8 Liz Fagerlund (GM) MTA 1 -794 334 

B Grade 

1 Jane Walton KIW 5.5 350 430 

2 Alexander Gandar MTA 5 417 482 

3 Margie Hurly WRE 4 200 414 

4 Lynn Wood IND 4 -28 392 

5 David Gunn KIW 4 -241 383 

6 Shirley Martin KIW 2.5 -83 390 

7 Jennifer Smith KIW 2 -409 372 

8 Lorraine Van Veen IND 1 -206 402 

C Grade 

1 Clare Wall IND 5 208 412 

2 Mary Gray MTA 5 82 391 

3 Mary Curtis WRE 4 49 383 

4 Merelyn Fuemana MTA 4 -59 383 

5 Su Walker IND 3 247 399 

6 Jenny Litchfield WRE 3 -56 385 

7 Suzanne Liddall WRE 3 -258 375 

8 Delcie Macbeth IND 1 -213 379 

D Grade 

1 Bernie Jardine MTA 6 352 416 

2 Megan Scherer MTA 4 131 392 

3 Terry Johnson WRE 4 71 379 

4 Lynn Carter MTA 3 136 404 

5 Tara Hurley MTA 3 -112 381 

6 Joanne Morley ROT 3 -185 368 

7 Dianne Cole-Baker MTA 3 -211 354 

8 Roger Cole-Baker MTA 2 -182 367 

E Grade 

1 Calum Henderson MTA 7 683 430 

2 Betty Eriksen WAN 5 41 368 

3 Cooper Ashley MTA 4 247 387 

4 Ben Tu'itahi MTA 4 245 392 

5 Anne Scatchard WRE 4 68 335 

6 Rodney Jardine MTA 4 -138 362 

7 Suzanne Harding WRE 3 -209 333 

8 Mike Harris MTA 2 5 358 

9 Maheu Papau T-Pole MTA 2 -432 344 

10 Annette Caisley WRE 0 -510 321 

8 Megan Scherer MTA 3 -262 358 

9 Suzanne Harding WRE 2 -208 362 

10 Dianne Cole-Baker MTA 1 -283 322 

Right: 

Rotorua C grade winners: 

Mike Harris (4th), Betty Eriksen (3rd), 

Cooper Ashley (2nd), Ben Tu’itahi (1st) 
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Rankings as at 2 June 2025 
    Name                          Rating Wins Games %     Name                           Rating Wins Games % 

1 Howard Warner (GM) 2222 2764.5 3688 75% 

2 Chris Tallman (GM) 2189 201.5 275 73% 

3 Dylan Early (GM) 2183 435 646 67% 

4 Blue Thorogood (GM) 2147 963 1370 70% 

5 Jeff Grant (GM) 2139 1938 2618 74% 

6 Joanne Craig (GM) 2138 533.5 827 65% 

7 Peter Sinton (GM) 2106 922.5 1330 69% 

8 Gil Quiballo (GM) 2068 224.5 372 60% 

9 Lewis Hawkins (E) 2062 388 627 62% 

10 Andrew Bradley (GM) 2049 1253 2327 54% 

11 Patrick Carter (GM) 2015 1024 1617 63% 

12 Lawson Sue (GM) 1952 1584 2925 54% 

13 Stanley Ngundi (GM) 1869 186.5 358 52% 

14 Anderina McLean (GM) 1868 1196 2249 53% 

15 Scott Chaput (E) 1861 451 830 54% 

16 Lynne Butler (GM) 1845 1025.5 1726 59% 

17 Nick Ascroft (E) 1839 391.5 714 55% 

18 Val Mills (E) 1832 2011.5 4086 49% 

19 Murray Rogers (E) 1830 1429 2714 53% 

20 Cicely Bruce (GM) 1818 1305.5 2392 55% 

21 Karen Richards (E) 1814 147 277 53% 

22 Liz Fagerlund (GM) 1810 1859.5 3604 52% 

23 Paul Richards 1795 83 166 50% 

24 Mike Currie (E) 1792 232 423 55% 

25 Norma Fisher 1783 50 104 48% 

26 Alexander Gandar 1749 139 222 63% 

27 Jason Simpson (E) 1744 297.5 578 51% 

28 Olivia En (E) 1740 1176.5 2278 52% 

29 Lois Binnie 1701 358.5 730 49% 

30 Glennis Hale (GM) 1699 1921 3561 54% 

31 Margie Hurly 1698 616 1250 49% 

32 Jane Walton 1644 463.5 958 48% 

33 Karen Gray 1631 418.5 805 52% 

34 Herb Ramsay 1630 386 705 55% 

35 Paul Lister (E) 1611 967 1800 54% 

36 Glenyss Buchanan 1608 827 1785 46% 

37 Lynn Wood 1573 2845 5940 48% 

38 Jennifer Smith 1570 1623 3392 48% 

39 Paul Freeman 1555 188.5 346 54% 

40 Sue McRae 1554 268.5 505 53% 

41 Yoon Kim Fong 1545 985 1925 51% 

42 Peter Johnstone 1539 459 918 50% 

43 Laura Griffiths 1538 87.5 158 55% 

44 Rosemary Cleary (E) 1530 1067.5 2308 46% 

45 Jeanette Grimmer 1530 462.5 945 49% 

46 Mary Curtis 1526 715.5 1383 52% 

47 Shirley Martin 1505 1324.5 2702 49% 

48 David Gunn 1490 1646 3368 49% 

49 Vicky Robertson 1486 534 1116 48% 

50 Stan Gregec 1483 289 543 53% 

51 Jean O'Brien 1470 1777.5 3550 50% 

52 Helen Sillis 1461 1129 2310 49% 

53 Clare Wall 1436 554 1096 51% 

54 Rosalind Phillips 1433 751.5 1476 51% 

55 Chris Bell 1432 111 218 51% 

56 Anne Goldstein 1431 456 912 50% 

57 Barney Bonthron 1426 190.5 340 56% 

58 Lorraine Van Veen 1391 1314.5 2694 49% 

59 Roger Coates 1390 1018.5 2138 48% 

60 Jenny Litchfield 1383 337.5 632 53% 

61 Carolyn Kyle 1380 1411.5 2864 49% 

62 Merelyn Fuemana 1375 354.5 669 53% 

63 Selena Chan 1344 460.5 922 50% 

64 Karen Miller 1326 791 1540 51% 

65 Nola Borrell 1320 818 1571 52% 

66 Suzanne Liddall 1309 294.5 543 54% 

67 Delcie Macbeth 1309 1284.5 2520 51% 

68 Yvette Hewlett 1298 631.5 1317 48% 
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   Name                       Rating  Wins Games %    Name                       Rating  Wins Games % 

105 Vicki Jones 800 29 56 52% 

106 Patricia Bennett 796 81 184 44% 

107 Suzanne Harding 776 972 1895 51% 

108 Neil Price 775 22 64 34% 

109 Glenda Geard 757 1381 2808 49% 

110 Llane Hadden 749 145.5 316 46% 

111 Colleen Cook 741 534.5 1117 48% 

112 Judy Driscoll 719 504.5 1230 41% 

113 Anne-Louise Milne 705 300.5 779 39% 

114 Rodney Jardine 686 447 912 49% 

115 Taanga Lawrence 614 83 202 41% 

116 Glenys Hansen 608 32 53 60% 

117 Graeme Quinn 606 107.5 263 41% 

118 Jacqueline      

 Coldham-Fussell 582 914.5 1859 49% 

119 Dorothy Bakel 538 176 382 46% 

120 Jillian Greening 537 543 1125 48% 

121 Sharon McKenzie 525 91 205 44% 

122 Maheu      

 Papau T-Pole 524 57.5 164 35% 

123 Kelly Thomas 515 22.5 57 39% 

124 Ruth Godwin 504 752.5 1570 48% 

125 Anne Scatchard 495 916.5 1825 50% 

126 Marc Van Hoecke 489 118 264 45% 

127 Jenny Duncan 451 18 40 45% 

128 Tim Henneveld 440 620.5 1376 45% 

129 Noeline Monsef 426 144 337 43% 

130 Madelaine Green 419 218 442 49% 

131 Jan Rivers 343 48 100 48% 

132 Colin Stewart 319 12 42 29% 

133 Janny Henneveld 275 641 1346 48% 

134 Frances Higham 268 436.5 1117 39% 

135 Sue McQuade 154 26 105 25% 

136 Annette Caisley 9 63 258 24% 

69 Mary Gray 1298 1000.5 2020 50% 

70 Jena Yousif 1294 862.5 1731 50% 

71 Calum Henderson 1272 82 115 71% 

72 Bernie Jardine 1268 506.5 971 52% 

73 Bev Edwards 1265 420 844 50% 

74 Sue Hensley 1245 231 423 55% 

75 Joanna Fox 1223 378.5 755 50% 

76 Fran Lowe 1221 195 372 52% 

77 Lyn Toka 1217 734.5 1409 52% 

78 Megg Hewlett 1216 230 412 56% 

79 Joanne Morley 1205 284 540 53% 

80 Cathy Casey 1199 269 530 51% 

81 Tara Hurley 1188 293.5 544 54% 

82 Lynn Carter 1181 981 1907 51% 

83 Su Walker 1162 1515 3007 50% 

84 Jill Paterson 1159 180.5 339 53% 

85 Ruth Groffman 1134 1052 2110 50% 

86 Roger Cole-Baker 1115 993.5 1957 51% 

87 Marian Ross 1105 873 1703 51% 

88 Michael Hyndman 1104 292.5 568 51% 

89 Jonas Wiberg 1092 60 116 52% 

90 Malcolm Graham 1063 1025.5 2015 51% 

91 Ben Tu'itahi 1061 92.5 134 69% 

92 Lyn Dawson 1043 487 946 51% 

93 Dianne Cole-Baker 1042 914.5 1821 50% 

94 Grant Paulin 1037 136.5 277 49% 

95 Betty Eriksen 1007 2335 4664 50% 

96 Heather Landon 952 905 1813 50% 

97 Colleen Link 946 66 114 58% 

98 Geoff Vautier 931 156.5 395 40% 

99 Mike Harris 916 46 94 49% 

100 Hanna Dodge 913 420 782 54% 

101 Antonia Aarts 896 511.5 1071 48% 

102 Marilyn Sinclair 859 379.5 735 52% 

103 Tony Charlton 840 525.5 1098 48% 

104 Cooper Ashley 837 79 145 54% 
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Mt. Albert (MTA) Helen Scott 027 433 3339  helenruthscott 
@hotmail.com  

7 pm Mon 

Nelson (NEL) Tony Charlton  03 545 1159 tonycharlton44 
@gmail.com  

7 pm Wed 

Papatoetoe (PAP) In Recess - - - 

Rodney (ROD) Vivienne Mickelson  09 902 9207  vivienne.moss20 
@gmail.com  

12.45 pm Mon 

Rotorua (ROT) Ruth Godwin  027 349 6061  ruthmgodwin@gmail.com 9 am Thurs 

Tauranga (TGA) Jo Ann Ingram  021 836 067  tauranga.scrabble 
@gmail.com  

9.20 am Tues 

Waitara (WTA) Ngaire Kemp  06 754 4017 ngairelyndac 
@slingshot.co.nz 

1 pm Wed 

Whanganui (WAN) Rosie Cleary  (06) 347 1837  rosecleary@icloud.com  1 pm Mon 

Scrabble Wellington 
(WEL) 

Nick Ascroft - nick_ascroft@hotmail.com 7 pm Thurs 

Whangarei (WRE) Susan Harris 021-182-9310 sueharris298@gmail.com 1 pm Thurs 


