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What’s offensive? 

T 
he hoo-ha last year about 

LESBO in the children‘s version 

of Scrabble, and the topic 

cropping up again this year as Scrabble 

makes it to the list of offensive games, have 

made me think about what‘s ―offensive‖. 

Non Scrabblers are always curious 

about whether Scrabble players can play 

offensive F and C words like …  well, you 

know the ones. I don‘t really want to scream 

them out on the first page of Forwords! 

I always point out to them that no self-

respecting Scrabble player would ever turn 

down the chance to form a seven-letter word 

– or even a four-letter word – containing the 

three high-scoring letters C, K and F, which 

are difficult letters to get rid of otherwise. (The 

C word is a bit different, because you could 

have other options with those letters.) 

They seem slightly mollified, however, 

when I tell them that any Scrabble player 

would probably apologise – ―Sorry about 

this,‖ as they played such a word. 

I usually follow this explanation up by 

asking why they find the word offensive. The 

usual uncomfortable answer is, ―Well, it‘s 

describing an obscene action, isn‘t it?‖ 

To which I reply, ―Tell me, do you think 

RAPE is an obscene action? What about 

MURDER? What about INCEST? So would 

you have those words banned from being 

played, too?‖ 

It‘s strange, but nobody ever thinks those 

words should be banned. They never think 

there‘s anything offensive about them – until 

I make them think about it! Yet they 

represent much more offensive actions than 

our vulgar little Anglo-Saxon word for sexual 

intercourse. Even words like MUGGING and 

TORTURE and BIGOTRY are worse, I 

reckon. 

My personal opinion is that a lot of 

words are far more offensive than the F and 

C words. And that‘s 

what it‘s about, isn‘t it? 

– personal opinion! 

Certainly, as we 

report on page 23, 

other people have 

found LESBO and 

SPASTIC and GOD-AWFUL offensive. And 

some people find NIGGER, JAP, WOG and 

other such derogatory words pretty offensive. 

But the fact is, all these words, offensive 

or not, are words. And Scrabble is a word 

game. 

It was not very long ago that some 

dictionaries would not include the F and C 

words, among others, in their listings. How‘s 

that for moralistic publishing? The online 

game, Bookworm Deluxe, doesn‘t even 

include the word BUM. (Goodness, if 

Scrabble followed that sort of thinking to its 

logical conclusion, we wouldn‘t even be able 

to refer to the inventor of Scrabble himself, 

Mr BUTTS!!) 

Now having almost got to the end of my 

editorial, I‘ve just thought of a way I could 

talk about the F word without anybody being 

able to take offence. I could describe it as an 

anagram of the clothing brand, FCUK 

(which, incidentally, stands for ―French 

Connection, UK‖). Now, there‘s an offensive 

word if ever there was one! – a clothing 

brand choosing to look like the offensive 

swear word? Where‘s their pride? Where‘s 

their sensitivity to the feelings of the public? 

Although I‘ve been known to use F*@?! 

in my own informal conversation, I would 

NEVER, on principle, buy the FCUK brand of 

clothing – even if I 

could fit into it! 

But then, I also 

find the word TRIPE 

offensive. Yuk! 

From the Editor 
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H 
appy New Year to you all, 

in the year of the rat. 

What a glorious summer 

Wellington has displayed, in fact too 

hot on numerous occasions. The 

evenings haven‘t been conducive to 

sleep, so a handy bedside dictionary is 

always a good standby.You‘ll probably 

learn a new word or two, and help 

keep the grey matter alive and kicking. 

Scrabble is an excellent game to ward 

off the onset of dementia, so go to it 

with zest. 

Thanks to the clubs and individuals 

who supported the increase in the 

registration fee for the Masters and the 

Nationals. I am looking forward to 

presenting cash prizes at the Nationals 

this year, and the ceremony will be 

shortened by the absence of some 

previously awarded prizes. 

I admitted to the meeting in 

Pakuranga that the shopping for the 

Wellington Nationals last year had 

been a pleasure. Many people travel 

by air to the Nationals, and while the 

prizes were substantial, some of the 

goodies were decidedly bulky. This 

year the prizes won‘t add excess 

baggage to your luggage and it won‘t 

cost you a cent in charges.  

The Wellington club has been 

delivering cash prizes for a number of 

years now, as has Christchurch, and 

we find it very acceptable. If you are 

like me, and like to have a memento 

of any placing in a tournament, you 

will be able to choose your own prize 

with the money, and get what you 

actually want.  

There have been amazing air fares 

to Auckland in recent times, and if you 

haven‘t booked your 

fare yet, I encourage you 

to do so. We want a 

fabulous weekend of Scrabble and 

friendship for all.  

Olivia En married Jonathan 

Godfrey on 25 January, the second 

day of the Pakuranga tournaments. I 

was privileged to be invited to a 

wonderful wedding, and to witness two 

dedicated people exchange their vows.  

Olivia had written the vows that she 

and Jonathan made, and they were 

read in English and Vietnamese. The 

guests all stood around the bridal 

party, complete with dogs, at the 

Boatshed in Wellington city, by the 

harbour and lagoon 

At the conclusion of the ceremony, 

congratulations and photos, a bridal 

table appeared on the floor, and an 

amazing breakfast followed. Olivia is 

allergic to flowers, so the venue was 

decorated with red and gold balloons, 

the same colourings as her dress.  

A great occasion to be sure, and 

many of Olivia‘s 16 brothers and 

sisters were present, as was her tiny 

Mum. May you both have a long and 

happy marriage, interspersed with 

Scrabble and judo. 

Our editor, Jennifer, will be on a 

well deserved holiday to England when 

this magazine is published. I hope she 

takes the time to visit a club or two in 

her travels, and that her retirement 

holiday is a joyous occasion. 

Till we meet on the Scrabble circuit 

again, take care and play hard. 

Lynn 

From the Executive 
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Ask Liz 

This is the first of a 

new regular column, 

―Ask Liz‖. No, she‘s 

not Scrabble‘s ―agony 

aunt‖, but she will 

answer any questions you may have 

about rules. If you have a question 

you‘d like Liz Fagerlund to address, 

you can email your question to the 

editor, or direct to Liz herself.  

So, don‘t agonise over an incident 

… ask Liz! 

To start the column off this issue, 

the editor asked Liz: 

At Pakuranga, I was playing a word 

starting with a G on the board, but 

changed my mind as to the position 

and played the same word somewhere 

else. Unfortunately, although I had a G 

of my own, I picked up the G from the 

board and used that to play the word 

elsewhere. 

My opponent noticed the missing G 

during her next turn, so, by agreement, 

I replaced the G where it belonged, put 

my own G out on the word I had 

played, and drew another tile to 

replace the G. It was only afterwards 

that I wondered if we should have 

called an adjudicator and I should have 

been penalised in some way? 

Liz replies: 

Re your ―G‖ scenario – tricky! I 

think an adjudicator would have 

decided the same as you agreed on – 

it‘s impossible to make rules for every 

eventuality and a decision needs to be 

made that seems reasonable, given 

that it was a genuine error and not 

something done deliberately to gain an 

advantage. 

Tournament talk 

- by Liz Fagerlund 

Balanced starts  

Lots of clubs are now using 

balanced starts at their tournaments, 

which is good to see. The Masters, as 

per our rules, always has balanced 

starts. For other tournaments it is 

optional, but pre-tournament 

information (i.e. the entry form) must 

specify whether balanced starts will be 

applied. (Rule 15.5.3).  

Recording the blank 

One of the new rules brought in at 

the 2007 AGM was recording the 

blank on your score sheet – Rule 

15.6.5 ―When playing a blank the 

player must declare what letter it 

represents and both players must write 

the declared letter on their score 

sheet.‖  

The reason this was brought in was 

to avoid disputes or confusion later in 

the game if a player has forgotten or 

misheard the declared letter. Everyone 

voted this rule in at the AGM, but I 

think from observation that the majority 

of people are not doing this. 

I encourage clubs to use score 

sheets with separate boxes for the 

blanks. Glenda has put some updated 

score sheets on our webpage. 

No Frills Tournament  

Lynn Wood ran a very successful 

―No Frills‖ Tournament in January. Tea 

and coffee was provided, but players 

had to bring their own lunch, the prizes 

were all money prizes and the entry fee 

was lowered accordingly.  

I know some clubs struggle to have 

enough ―man power‖ to run a 

tournament, and one of the big jobs is 

catering. Perhaps it may suit your club  

 

continued at the bottom of next page 
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Learning styles 

- by Selena Chan 

H 
ere is one easy approach 

to improve your learning. 

It is based on finding out 

whether you prefer to process 

information aurally, visually or 

kinaesthetically and you may have 

come across it as the VAK learning 

styles preference. (Unfortunately, VAK 

is not an allowable word in Scrabble.) 

This is not actually a learning theory as 

it does not explain how we learn but 

provides guidelines on how we can 

learn better. 

Visual learners have to see the 

information in some form. So they 

enjoy watching TV, they like looking at 

words that have elegant shapes or 

patterns (like aalii, madam, ceilidh) 

and they usually also have good 

spatial sense. They will ‗see‘ a word as 

the tiles are moved around on their 

racks. 

Aural learners learn best when they 

can hear the information. You are an 

aural person when you prefer the 

programmes on the radio instead of 

the TV and if you enjoy reading aloud, 

reciting poetry and listening to music. 

Kinaesthetic learners have to work 

with or manipulate the information 

that they are working with. They like 

writing out lists, moving the tiles on the 

rack, browsing through the dictionary 

and counting with their fingers! 

If we take learning new Scrabble 

words as an example: 

 Visual learners need to see the 

words, so flash cards or lists of 

words printed on pieces of cards 

work for them. When they need to 

recall a certain word, they need to 

be able to picture the word in their 

mind or see it written out. Word 

pictures are a good tool for visual 

learners, for instance the hooks for 

‗cow‘ are ‗S‘ (front hook) and 

‗LPSYK‘ (back hooks). Visualise as 

Continued from previous page 

better to run a tournament with a bring 

your own lunch, to cut down on the 

work load of a few club members. I 

would suggest that a club running a 

―no frills‖ should have their tournament 

in close proximity to places where 

lunch food can be bought (as was the 

case at the Wellington tourney). 

Learning about learning while playing Scrabble 

As promised, here is the first in a series of articles about 

learning Scrabble. The articles are written by our own 

Selena Chan.  

Selena, who has been playing Scrabble for about six 

years, is the Principal academic staff member, NZ Baking 

Training Centre at the Christchurch Polytechnic Institute of 

Technology. She is highly qualified: B Ed, M Ed, Grad Cert 

in Applied eLearning. 

Selena says, ― Apart from the fact that I enjoy playing 

Scrabble for relaxation, I also use it to learn more about 

how I learn. This is an offshoot of my studies in education. 

Teachers are encouraged to reflect on how they learn certain things and playing 

Scrabble has provided me with the ideal opportunity to test various theories on 

learning.‖ 
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lots of cowpats (COWP), lying 

(COWL) on a K (COWK) and Y 

(COWY) shaped fence post.  

 Aural learners will benefit from 

forming poems or chants of words 

they need to learn. The key is to set 

up a rhythm which appeals or to 

use a tune that is familiar. This way, 

you are able to repeat the poem or 

chant or sing the verse when you 

need to recall all the two letter 

words that will not take an ‗S‘ or all 

the hooks for the word ‗and‘. 

Mnemonics often work well with 

aural learners too.  

 Kinaesthetic learners need to work 

with the words, so they might need 

to write or type them out, sort them 

into patterns, underline or tick 

words off that they are unfamiliar 

with and flick through word lists to 

look words up. Kinaesthetic learners 

learn the high probably 7-letter 

words best by actually taking up 6 

tiles (TISANE, SATIRE etc) and 

adding one letter tile at a time to 

each stem (and then juggling these 

to form the 7 letter words required). 

 

So have a think about which 

learning style you learn best with. You 

might find that you are a mixture of two 

(but one will usually be more 

dominant). For example, I am a VKa 

(visual kinaesthetic with low aural 

preference). I write down lists of words 

and the more I see the lists and use the 

words, the more easily I am able to 

recall them. 

Also, I am predominantly visual as I 

have lost count of the number of times 

a word just ‗appears‘ on my rack when 

I shift my tiles around (get VIRS?PO, 

shift the PO to the left of my rack and 

see PROVISO! Or have MIILES? and 

only able to start a word with S, so I 

transfer the ‗S‘ to the left of the rack 

and find I am looking at SIMILES).  

So give some thought as to what 

works best for you. Try to remember 

how you first learnt your two-letter 

words. Did you recite them to yourself 

(AA, Abee, Adee, Aee etc) (aural) or did 

you write them out several times 

(kinaesthetic) or did you sort them out 

into patterns (visual)?  

Once you have worked out your 

VAK preference, try out some of the 

ideas above and see if your retention of 

new words becomes better. 

 

Deer oh deer 

In Kansas, a citizen in a rural area 

called the local township administrative 

office to request the removal of the 

DEER CROSSING sign on their road. 

The reason: ―Too many deer are 

being hit by cars out here! I don‘t think 

this is a good place for them to be 

crossing any more.‖ 

 

Donate rice with your vocabulary 

- from Carole Coates 

Here‘s a great quiz type site for 

people who enjoy words, or reckon 

they have a pretty good vocabulary, 

http://freerice.com/. You‘re given an 

almost endless series of multiple choice 

questions about word meanings, and 

some are pretty difficult. 

Each time you correctly guess the 

meaning of a word, the site, via its 

advertisers, will donate ten grains of 

rice to the world‘s 

hungry. There‘s an 

FAQ page that explains 

how the system works. 
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Christchurch 

Presentation to Rotarians 

We received an invitation to speak to 

the Christchurch Rotary Club early in 

February about Scrabble in New Zealand 

and the new World Champ, Nigel 

Richards. 

Paul and Roslyn Lister did the 

presentation which was well received and 

comprised an overview of World 

Scrabble followed by a look at English 

Scrabble – particularly club Scrabble in 

New Zealand and the recent successes of 

the local club – with particular reference 

to Nigel‘s rise to Scrabble superstardom. 

The Rotarians were particularly 

interested in a re-enactment we did of 

game 27 at the 2007 World 

Championships where Nigel reached 

500 and clinched the title by playing 

TOROIDS on his last move. (Yes, we did 

find out what BEZ, EQUINAS and co* 

meant before the inevitable ―what does 

that mean?‖ questions arrived!)  

Christchurch Scrabble Club call cards 

were passed to all and we discussed 

possible fundraising by Rotary for NZ 

Scrabble teams to future World 

Championships. 

 

Scrabble display at the Avice Hill Arts 

and Crafts Fair 

Betty Sutherland, Selena Chan, Alison 

Holmes, Paul and Roslyn Lister were 

kindly given the use of a marquee by the 

organisers of this fair.  

A display showing Nigel‘s World 

Champs win and two Scrabble games 

were set up – we played pretty well 

continuous games with interested 

members of the public and gave out lots 

of information cards, breaking off for 

shirt periods to grab food, or watch belly 

dancing or Tai Chi demonstrations. 

Thanks to random members of the 

public — particularly Joyce, Margaret 

and Sian, who played whole games very 

well — and to all who made this a 

colourful and informative event. 

 

Tournament date change 

Our club has changed the venue for 

our two annual tournaments, and though 

the May dates remain the same, we have 

had to change our September event to a 

week later, due to the hall being booked 

for the other weekend. So please note 

that our Christchurch Club September 

Tournament is now being held on 13-14 

September. 

 

Dunedin 

2007 Club Competitions 

Club Champion: Karyn McDougall 

Round Robin: Peter Sinton 

Ladder: Karyn McDougall 

Challenge: Karyn McDougall 

Dictionary: Karyn McDougall 

 

Highlights 

Highest Winning Score: Peter Sinton 

(640) 

Highest Losing Score: Bill Grigg (458) 

Highest Turn Score: Karyn McDougall 

(140) 

 

Ruth Groffmann has a dream that 

one day a Dunedin youngster could 

become World Youth Scrabble 

Champion. She organised a Scrabble 

workshop for children during the 

Summer. See the report elsewhere in this 

issue. 

 

The 2008 Masters Games Scrabble 

Tournament  

This tournament was held on 2 and 3 

February. There were two rated grades 

 Club News 
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and one social grade, all six players per 

grade, triple Round Robin. 

Results are on page 45 

 

Hamilton 

For 2007, Val Flint was the  

multiple-award-winner for our club, 

winning the Ladder and the Round 

Robin and taking out the Club 

Championship. Congratulations, Val. 

Apart from Val‘s haul, the rest of the 

trophies were spread around. 

Despite really poor health and a lot 

of enforced absences during the year, 

Peter Jones was our Pot Luck Champion. 

We‘re pleased for Peter that he finally 

got the call-up for his heart surgery mid-

February, and (as at 23 Feb) he is still in 

hospital but is doing well. (Hope he‘s 

not learning too many medical words to 

confound us with!) Peter also won the 

Most Improved Player. It‘s unusual for 

an award with this name to go to such 

an experienced player, but our trophy is 

decided by the gain in points on the 

championship points table. 

David Gunn won the Pyramid, and – 

the prize he always covets – the Most 

Bonus Words.  

Yoon Kim Fong won the Highest 

Individual Turn (159), Val and Shirley 

Martin the Highest Aggregate Score 

(935), and Shirley the Highest Individual 

Game (588). 

Our most prestigious prize, Sports 

Person of the Year, went to Erana Davis. 

 

Kiwi Club 

Congratulations to our trophy 

winners for 2007, especially to our 

2007 Club Champion, Roger Coates, 

who was also the winner of the Most 

Bonus Words and the Knockout  

Group 1.  

Jacqueline Coldham-Fussell, the 

winner of the Most Improved Player 

trophy, also won the Knockout  

Group 2 trophy. 

Lyn Toka won the Pyramid Trophy 

and the Round Robin Group 1, while 

Margaret Penniket, our Best Average 

Player, won the Round Robin Group 2. 

Elaine Moltzen took out the Ladder 

Trophy, She also won the trophy for the 

Most 100-point Words, and set a new 

Club Record (of 642) for the Highest 

Individual Score. 

The Best Social Player was Shirley 

Martin, and the Sportsperson of the Year 

was awarded to Barbara Bull. 

Club members are looking forward 

to 2008. At least six of us are saving 

hard for the 20th year of Norfolk Island. 

Don‘t forget our Christmas Theme 

Tournament is back on Saturday 29 

November. 

 

Tauranga Tournament 

We originally advised that we would 

be holding our tournament on the 6th 

and 7th September. 

As this is the same weekend as the 

Christchurch Tournament, we have 

decided to bring the date forward to the 

16th and 17th August, which is the other 

nearest date to the beginning of 

September that the bridge club is 

available to us.  

Please note the change. 

 

Whangarei 

Our Whangarei Scrabble Club only 

has 12 members but most of them are 

very keen – out of the 12, seven of our 

members recently attended the 

Pakuranga Scrabble Club two-day 

tournament. Apart from supporting your 

own Club tournament I wonder if that is 

a percentage record for supporting an 

out-of-area tournament??? We had a 

great time and made our presence felt. 
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Solution: Contest no. 89 

Lesley Edgeler (Tokoroa) 

and Pam Barlow (Pakuranga) got 64 

Scrabble words out of DECEMBER, 

Leila Thomson (Lower Hutt) and Lyn 

Toka (Kiwi) found 70, and Hazel 

Purdie (Mount Albert) 71, but the 

winner is Glennis Hale (Independent) 

with 72 words. Well done! 

Scrabble Contest no. 90 

The puzzle this time was devised by 

Jethro Snafflerod. I think it is quite 

fiendish and will be surprised if 

anyone solves them all. Good luck! 

The answers to the following clues 

are all 7-letter anagram pairs, with at 

least one of the pair coming from our 

new dictionary. It should not be 

necessary to have access to the full 

dictionary to solve the clues as most of 

the new words used should be 

reasonably familiar to most people or 

can be logically inferred. 

Example: Dirtier dance-clubber = 

SCODIER DISCOER 

1. A very bad money-lender 

2. Fishy Internet companies maybe 

3. The yokozuna who didn‘t make 

the final 

4. This tobacco is really rubbish 

5. A future white puppy (maybe) 

6. So just where did the specimens 

come from? 

7. Self desciption by Kim (apologies 

to Kath) 

8. Eight-tentacled evaders of 

responsibility 

9. The kids have spotted what Santa 

is bringing 

10. As compared to a dumpling 

11. Dracula is now improvising more 

12. A needle-shaped bench surface. 

Not very practical. 

13. These cattle are really new 

immigrants 

14. A more attractively slim computer 

program 

15. A coffee-making plant perhaps 

16. Cloudy-blue drinking cups 

17. Inappropriate Japanese garb for 

winter or water sport 

18. Much bigger sandwiches (from 

Subway perhaps) 

19. Clay for children to play with 

maybe 

20. Taking a swipe at a marsh 

marigold 

 

Send entries by mail or email to: 

Jeff Grant 

‗Ardra‘ 

1109 Allenby St 

Hastings 

ardra@paradise.net.nz 

Closing date is 20 May 2008. The 

winner will receive a book prize. 

 

Editor’s challenge 

As always, unless they are clearly 

indicated as incorrect by the context 

(as in Debbie Caldwell‘s article on 

rhyming words), all bogus words in 

this magazine are marked with an 

asterisk – except one, which has been 

left deliberately un-asterisked for you 

to find. Hint: it appears twice 

Can you find it? Answer on  

page 36. 

Competition 

Corner 
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Bottom Scrabble 

- by Jennifer Smith 

My daughter and I had a very 

tight, slow and difficult game of 

Scrabble, which moved into the 

top six rows of the board only in 

the last 3-4 turns. 

After the game, for fun, we 

removed the letters we had played 

in those last few turns, and 

repositioned them in gaps on the 

bottom of the board, so only the 

bottom nine rows were used. 

We don‘t believe it would be 

possible to ―play‖ (or position 

without playing) all 100 letters on 

just the bottom eight rows. 

Anybody want to take up the 

challenge? 

DAZZLING 

DOZEN 
The V can be awkward to score with, but 

there are lots of useful bonus words 

starting with this letter. Here are a dozen 

7-letter examples, including some new 

ones (the last four). 

VACUIST VIATICA VANLOAD 

VAVASOR VIDICON VERBING 

VELIGER VOCULAR VOETSAK 

VERMELL VOLUSPA VOUDOUN 

ANAGRAM 

CORNER 
Scrabblers are dab hands at 

transposing letters, for example 

ETHYL to LYTHE and STAUNCH to 

CANTHUS. On a higher level, of 

AMERICA'S CARTOONISTS, it has 

been said that NO ARTISTS ARE AS 

COMIC. 

Here are anagrams of six well-

known people (no Scrabblers this 

time!). 

SIR EDMUND HILLARY I'D MURDER ANY HILLS 

SEAN CONNERY ON ANY SCREEN 

ROBERT MULDOON BORN TO REMOULD 

PRINCESS DIANA END IS A CAR SPIN 

CLINT EASTWOOD OLD WEST ACTION 

Recycle that old Scrabble 

equipment 

Kris Saether, an English PhD 

student studying at Auckland 

University, arrived in New Zealand 

seven months ago, and is new to 

the Scrabble scene. Having joined 

the Mt Albert Club, and enjoying 

the game, Kris has decided he 

would like to set up a similar club at 

the university, in the hope he can 

engender a bit of interest in the 

game from the younger 

demographic. 

So if anyone can help Kris out with 

donated equipment to help him get 

started, please bring it along to any 

Scrabble tournament, and we‘ll see 

that it gets to Kris, if he isn‘t at the 

tournament himself. 

Let‘s get behind Kris and this 

project, so we can build up our NZ 

player base. 
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Surfeit of vowels: update 

- by Jethro Snafflerod 

When browsing through some back issues of Forwords I came across an 

article I wrote exactly 20 years ago in issue 11, which consisted of a list of all the 

words of eight letters or less containing four of the same vowel which I had 

discovered. This was back in the dark days before modern computers, when the 

Commodore 64 was cutting edge technology and programs like LeXpert were 

only a distant dream, and without any such aids I found 95 words.  

As the total found now with all the means at my disposal is only 129, many of 

which are later additions I think it is fair to say I didn‘t miss many in my original 

list. All the words in the following list will take a rear S hook except for those 

which are underlined or those which are obviously the past tense of verbs. 

4 x A 

ARAARA ATAATA APADANA ATALAYA AMADAVAT 

NABAENA ANASARC ARAPAIMA ATARAXIA AVADAVAT 

BAASKAAP CALABAZA CALAMATA CARACARA CARAGANA 

JARARACA JARARAKA KALAMATA KAMAAINA KATAKANA 

KAVAKAVA KAWAKAWA LAVALAVA MAHARAJA MATAMATA 

PARAPARA SASARARA TAKAMAKA 

4 x E 

BEEBEE PEEWEE TEEPEE VEEPEE WEEWEE BESEEKE 

BETEEME ELECTEE ENTETEE EXEEMED EXEGETE FREEBEE 

GEECHEE LEECHEE PEEBEEN REFEREE WEEWEED BESEEMED 

BETEEMED DEEPENED DEEPENER DEERWEED DEFREEZE EBENEZER 

EMEERATE ENFEEBLE ENFREEZE ESTEEMED EXCEEDED EXCEEDE 

EXEGESES EXPELLEE EYELETED EYELEVEL EYEPIECE EYETEETH 

GREEGREE KEDGEREE MEEKENED ESEEMED PEESWEEP PEETWEET 

PRECEESE REDEEMED REDEEMER REEMERGE REFEREED REFREEZE 

REHEELED REJECTEE RELEASEE REPEREPE REPREEVE RESEEDE 

SELECTEE SLEEVEEN SQUEEGEE TEETERED TELESEME TEREBENE 

VENEERED VENEERER 

4 x I 

DIVIDIVI  

4 x O 

BOOBOO BOOCOO BOOHOO BOOKOO COOCOO 

DOODOO COOROO HOODOO HOOPOO HOOROO 

KOODOO MOOLOO VOODOO ZOOZOO BOOBOOK 

OLOROSO OTOROO BOOHOOED COCOBOLO COOKBOOK 

COOKROOM COROCORO DOLOROSO HOODOOED LOCOFOCO 

MOKOMOKO MOONROOF OCTOROON OOPHORON POOLROOM 

TOKOTOKO TOOLROOM VOODOOED  WOODROOF 

4 x U 

MUUMUU SUCURUJU SURUCUCU TUCUTUCU 

Although I have restricted the list to words of eight letters or less, I feel there is 

one 9-letter word I must include. My final word on the subject is UNUNUNIUM. 

Just try pronouncing that little gem without giving it much thought first! 
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Frabjous tour cancelled due to 

countrywide unrest  

A 
 massive explosion rocked 

Rangiora Airport yesterday 

when the armed offenders 

were called out. They used a remote 

controlled robot to blow up a bag, which 

was ticking loudly, and demolished the 

contents, a Scrabble board, clock and 

tiles. The force of the explosion 

embedded fragments in the wall of the 

departure lounge, creating an interesting 

pattern with a number of questionable 

words.  

Joanna Craig, who was departing on 

the Frabjous Scrabbled Tour, said that 

she had left her bag for a couple of 

moments to look up some words in a 

fellow Scrabbler‘s dictionary.  

On the same day Paul Lister was 

driving to Bluff to play in the Southland 

Marathon Tourney, when he was 

mistaken for a boy racer by Bob Parker. 

His car was impounded, crushed and 

cubed by municipal workers, leaving 

Paul by the side of the road clutching a 

‗q‘. 

Riots in all the main centres followed 

these atrocities. 

Alee Quin led a Hikoi of Mount 

Albert and North Shore Scrabblers over 

the Harbour Bridge. 

Lyne Wood drove a tractor up the 

steps of the Beehive accompanied by 

several Wellington players on mobility 

scooters. 

Jenny Smith distributed subversive 

literature on the subject of police 

brutality from a helicopter over 

Kawakawa. 

Members of the Ongaonga Scrabble 

Cub had to be hospitalised after 

embarking on a hunger strike. 

Lyne Butler raised funds to mount a 

legal challenge by running a banana 

eating contest. Dominick Lister was 

declared winner after eating 562 

bananas, his opponents, Marg Allyl and 

Gaby Bolt only managed to eat half a 

banana each before giving up.  

Parliament was recalled under 

urgency to pass the ‗Scrabble Players 

Reform Bill‘ which was debated far into 

the night. The Speaker of the House 

proposed an addendum to force 

Scrabblers to perform the Haka, but after 

representations from spokesperson Jeff 

Grant, this was modified so that elderly 

and infirm players need only stick out 

their tongues.  

Opposition leader John Keys said 

that he rather liked the look of the 

pattern on the wall of Rangiora Airport 

and suggested that it be reproduced in 

all airports.  

Bill English provoked further riots 

when he suggested that the new rules 

should apply to other board games such 

as Chess and Monopoly. 

Ministers Mallard and Goff 

introduced a penalty for non compliance 

– all the vowels be removed, except in 

extenuating circumstances when the ‗y‘ 

could be left. 

Drongo Brown, Prime Minister of the 

United Kingdom, encouraged draconian 

measures, as Scrabble playing was 

becoming a worldwide problem. 

The Green Party policy was that 

addicts should be treated 

compassionately and facilities where they 

could be weaned off the game one tile at 

a time should be provided by the State. 

The Frabjous Scrabbled Tour has 

been cancelled due to continuing unrest. 

Advance deposits of one million tughriks 

will be refunded shortly. 

What happened to the frabjous scrabbled tour? 

by Shirley van Essen 

A sequel to last month’s popular ―Frabjous scrabbled tour‖ – again, all allowable 

Scrabble words except ―q‖ and ―y‖ and 562.  
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From Vicky Robertson 

I was wondering if some top 

players could suggest their favourite 

and most used 4 letter words. Lots of 

us learn the two and three letter words, 

but don‘t really get to the fours.  

[Nobody else has responded, Vicky, so 

I’ll tell you mine: 

I like all the ones that look like an 

ordinary word spelt incorrectly. For 

example: 

FIAR (looks like FAIR gone wrong), 

CIEL (CEIL – people think of the i before e 

rule), ALOW, (ALLOW), GULY (GULLY), 

etc. 

Sometimes they make the opposition 

challenge! 

I also like playing: 

 OWER because it doesn’t mean a 

person who owes money, and it 

doesn’t take an S.  

 ANOW and ANEW, because they don’t 

take an S although ENOW and ENEW 

do. Many people can’t remember the 

difference, but I can! 

 I like ZINE because it takes a back 

hook of B (ZINEB), and ZITE because it 

doesn’t have any back hooks. 

 And 4-letter words that take an 

unexpected E end hook, eg. WITH/

WITHE, BEAR/BEARE, BUFF/BUFFE, 

COAT/COATE, CREW/CREWE, DEAR/

DEARE, DEERE/DEERE, RENT/

RENTE, PAIR/PAIRE, PEAR/PEARE, 

etc. (There’s about 200 of them!). – Ed.] 

 

From Jeff Grant 

Regarding the two blocked games 

(page 34 of last issue), the bottom one 

has always been easy to get out of for 

SOWPODS players, because HUP 

takes an S (there‘s also the PIU/M play 

of course). Americans can now play 

out of it as well, either with HUPPAH/S 

or HOWF/WHUP. The top set-up may 

still be blocked for Americans, but 

others have no problem, using GJUS, 

BAJUS or SHINJUS to front-hook JUS. 

Re ―Why do we say it?‖ (page 47): 

It amuses me to read some of the 

fanciful explanations people come up 

with for well-known expressions. There 

must be thousands of them floating 

around the internet. Some sound quite 

plausible and a few may even be right, 

but in the main they are bogus. To be 

fair, they‘re not all modern. Because 

the origin of many sayings is not 

known for sure, it‘s fun for people to 

make up possible explanations. Often 

the actual origin is quite mundane in 

comparison: 

―Mind your p‘s and q‘s‖ most likely 

comes from the similarity of those two 

letters. It may well have originated in 

the early days of printing, when the 

type was manually set. The letters p 

and q would have been easy to mix 

up, so it‘s quite possible the type-

setters were told to ‗mind their p‘s and 

q‘s‘. 

The word ―honeymoon‖ has been 

around for only 500 years or so. 

According to the Oxford Dictionary it 

came about as a jocular comparison 

of the mutual affection of newlyweds to 

the changing moon which is no sooner 

full than it begins to wane. 

―Whistle‖ is an old name for the 

throat, so the origin of ―wet your 

whistle‖ is obvious. 

 

From Valma Gidman 

I don‘t like to think I suffer from 

OCD (Obsessive Compulsive 

Disorder), but have been worrying a 

Mailbox 
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bit about something that came to mind 

a while ago. I thought my new soft tile 

bag was looking a bit grubby, so I 

decided to wash it. I turned it inside 

out for some reason, and was 

absolutely staggered to see how very 

dirty it was inside!  

I washed it of course, but have 

since wondered if perhaps there is a 

risk of exchanging germs while playing 

Scrabble. It is not enough of a worry to 

stop me playing of course, but I 

wondered if we could all perhaps be 

more aware of the problem and take 

care to wash our tile bags regularly, 

especially before and after 

tournaments. Just a thought!  

[I agree whole-heartedly, Valma. 

Have you noticed that all (dirty) tile bags 

have the same (revolting) smell? And in 

my experience, you also need to wash the 

tiles – look at how dirty they are 

(especially on the back). – Ed.] 

 

Advertisement language 

- advertisement sent in by Su Walker 

Su is our advertisement watchdog, 

always on the lookout for new words, 

non-words and strange uses of words 

in advertisements and packaging. 

She‘s found a bit of everything in an 

advertisement for a Fanlin Massage 

Pillow: 

 INTELLIGENTIZED* massage pillow 

(non-word) 

 This product uses the LIBRATION 

massage principle (OK, means it 

oscillates) 

 It will lubricate the QI and blood, 

lubricate the ARTHROSIS (OK) 

 It will relax your body after the 

TENSIONAL work (OK) 

 It can be used at any moments and 

at any places  

 This machine has two pieces of big 

dry batteries  

 You only need to UNDRAW the zip 

(OK) 

Lapses in concentration 2 

- from Jennifer Smith 

I was playing Shirley Martin, and 

had STAKING/TAKINGS/SKATING/

TASKING, and only one possible place 

to play it – as a front hook to NAVE, 

which was sitting towards the left of the 

board with all the space in the world 

around it. 

This was (truly!) how my thinking 

went: 

―I wonder if SNAVE is word? 

Probably not … What about GNAVE? 

That‘s possible. You can have KNAVE, 

so it‘s quite possible that GNAVE could 

be OK. I know there‘s quite a few 

words that go GN- as well as KN-, like 

KNAR/GNAR, KNARL/GNARL and 

KNOW/GNOW.‖ 

I‘m ashamed to say that I dithered 

about whether to play GNAVE for 

several minutes before the penny 

dropped! Needless to say, Shirley 

wondered why I took so long to play 

KNAVE/STAKING. 

TransTasman and Causeway Challenge dates 

The TransTasman tournament dates have now bee confirmed as Friday 28 

to Sunday 30th November in Sydney. The Causeway Challenge will take place 

in Malaysia from 3 to 7 December. Both tournaments are open to a qualifying 

NZ team of 12 (TransTasman) and 5 (Causeway) players. 
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From George Warnock,  

Manhattan Club, New York 

Some great ideas used by the 

Manhattan Club in New York City: 

Generally our club uses Round 

Robin setup and we have four rounds 

of Scrabble every Thursday night.  

For each Round, our Director, Joel 

Sherman, will tell the Scrabble players 

whoever puts an Animal word first to 

shout out ―ANIMAL WORD!!‖ and that 

player gets some candy or small 

amount of money like 50 cents. And 

then the next round he will say, ―The 

first person to play an 8-letter bonus 

will get chocolate bar‖; and the next, 

―Insect word‖, followed by ―Sports 

word‖, etc. etc.  

This keeps the club members 

entertained instead of just playing four 

games of regular Scrabble. 

 

From Stan Skinner,  

Tauranga Scrabble Enthusiasts 

The Club meets on Tuesday 

mornings 9 till 12 noon and during this 

time we compete for the various 

Challenge Trophies that represent our 

achievements. The Champion of the 

Club is realised by his/her activities 

throughout the year.  

During the year we play: 

 Three Divisions of Round Robins, 

with promotion and relegation at 

the year‘s end.  

 A Pairs Competition, whereby 

everyone plays each other once 

except the person with whom we 

are paired.  

 A Knock-Out Competition. 

 We have a handicap policy 

running throughout the year 

which everyone seems to enjoy.  

 Any games played during the 

Club year that do not fall into 

these categories are assumed to 

be Pot Luck games with the 

same degree of competitiveness.  

Spot prizes are a feature each week.  

A current record is kept of Highest 

Move Score, Highest Aggregate Score 

and Highest Game Score, and the 

efforts are recognised by the award of 

trophies. The present records are: 158 

for Highest Move, 942 for Highest 

Aggregate and 580 for Highest Game. 

There is also a Trophy for Most Bingos 

at the year‘s end, together with Most 

Unusual Word Played.  

 

From Shirley Hol, Christchurch 

On our club night we play three 

official games. 

Two boards are displayed: one with 

largish squares showing a range of 

possible scores from 600+ at the top 

followed by 570-599 etc with lower 

scores 230-239, and 229 or less; the 

second board has small plastic pockets 

to hold name tags in groups of two. 

In addition there is a box with 

players‘ name tags in envelopes in 

alphabetical order. As club members 

enter the hall they remove the two tags 

(one small and one larger) and hand 

them to the person who is doing the 

draw for that night. The larger tags are 

placed in the plastic pockets so that 

players can see who an opponent is. 

The draws for the next two games 

Club night activities 

Debbie Caldwell asked for clubs to share their ideas on the different ways of running 

club nights and tournaments. For example, she wanted to know how to run a Swiss 

draw, a ladder, and other fun ideas that other clubs have trialled.  

We got some good replies – from near and far! 
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are decided upon final 

scores. At the finish of a 

game, one of the two 

players tacks the smaller 

name tags in the 

appropriate squares on the 

score board. The two top 

scorers play together, and 

so on down the board. 

Score sheets are collected 

and two monthly results, 

averages, bonus words, 

wins are recorded in the 

club newsletter. 

After these games, 

players organise their own 

4th or 5th game. If there is 

a new inexperienced player 

tending to be slow, this 

format is dropped after the first game 

and players ―roll over‖ – not in ecstasy 

over the wonderful words they have 

played, you understand! –but play each 

other as availability occurs. If we are an 

odd number at the start we ―roll over‖. 

From time to time we try something 

new. Last year small groups of 

coaching classes were organised 

hosted by a club member in their home 

one evening a week, over six weeks. 

Players had to enrol for these and they 

were tutored by our top players. One 

open game was played with a 

―dummy‖ playing the rest, with each 

person stating their preferred move and 

why they would do this. Following this 

game and discussion there was a 

different topic spoken about by the tutor 

each week, such as rack management, 

end of play, etc. with questions and 

more discussion. These sessions were 

very popular and enjoyed by all. 

 

From Shirley Martin, Hamilton Club 

Club members have their names on 

a disc, which we keep in a Scrabble 

bag. This is very useful for deciding 

who plays whom, who 

wins the raffle (bag of 

sweets) each night, etc. 

The middle game also 

has a spot prize (another 

bag of sweets) hanging 

on it. 

We play three games 

each night, usually at 

least one trophy game 

and one pot luck. We 

usually play one game 

with open books (Ladder 

and Pyramid), one with 

Wellington Words 

Here are some interesting words spotted by 

adjudicator Pat Grant at the Wellington Open 

tourney in January. 

Allowed  Disallowed 

EUPNOEAS CAZ XRAYERS 

ABOVES UPTAK BUCKRAT 

RANARIUM FILMI PANICKER 

STAGGIER JEDIS TREKKIES 

SHEBANG GHAZEL OUTSPAR 

BRIDING HIOI SEALILY 

CURARA UNCOWL UNSPACED 

HOGGINS BIONT COTLESS 

AMEIOSIS MOBE ATTESTEE 

WONTS UNSQUARED DIVOTED 

TWINTERS CRUE CARBONICS 

SNUDGED DISA RESLICE 
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just the 2/3/4 list (all the pot lucks), and 

one with no books (Round Robins, and 

Knockout Championship games).  

We ALWAYS play with time clocks, 

and – not wanting to brag, but hoping 

other Clubs will take notice and do it 

themselves – we think that may be one 

reason why we have so many highly-

ranked players in our Club. The clock 

simply does not hold any fears for our 

members. (The use of clocks also 

prevents the evening from dragging on 

very late, and it puts a natural curb on 

how much time people can spend 

looking up the word list in book games.) 

For half the year we have a Pyramid, 

so named because of the arrangement 

of the names. The opening positions are 

decided by a draw, and thereafter we 

draw out member names and each 

person so drawn decides who out of the 

four people above them (to the right of 

their name and onto the next layer of 

the pyramid) to challenge.  

Any members who find there is 

nobody left that they can challenge play 

a pot luck. The winner and the loser 

change places if the challenger wins. 

After six months the top four play a 

Round Robin to decide the Pyramid 

Champion. 

For the other half of the year we 

have a Ladder, opening positions 

decided by a draw. Members can 

challenge up to four places above their 

position. If a challenger is successful, 

they take over the loser‘s position and 

everyone else in between moves down a 

place. People who are absent 

automatically go down one place.  

(This was introduced so that people 

weren‘t prevented from making 

progress if others were away on 

overseas trips, etc.)  

Once you get to the top of the 

ladder, and survive one challenge, you 

go to the bottom of the ladder, but gain 

a point. The person with the most points 

at the end of the year is the Ladder 

Champion. 

In our Round Robin competition, 

players face each other for the best of 

three games. Towards the end of the 

year we have a Knockout competition. 

We keep all scores from every game 

played, and this decides our Club 

Champion. 

You can see what our trophies are 

awarded for under Club News in this 

issue. At prizegiving, every member 

receives one prize (although they may 

receive multiple trophies), regardless of 

the number of competitions they have 

won (or not!). 

 

From Elaine Moltzen, Kiwi Club 

The Kiwi Club runs almost the same 

competitions as the Hamilton Club 

does, with just slight differences in the 

process. For example, for the Pyramid, 

members can challenge anyone to their 

right or in the entire row above. 

We play three games in the night, 

(usually includes two Pot Luck games) 

and charge $3 for the night, including 

supper, which we have after the second 

game. We also have a lucky dip prize. 

Our prizegiving takes the form of a 

pot luck dinner and some novelty 

Scrabble games, and we have heaps of 

lovely prizes that Lyn Toka carefully 

shops for all year round. 

One example of a novelty game: 

each pair of players has two tile bags, 

one containing the vowels, and the 

other the consonants (one blank in 

each), and you can choose the 

proportion of vowels and consonants 

you draw. Not as straightforward and 

easy as you might expect! 
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I 
 was in Christchurch, last 

September, to attend their 

tournament, when I overheard 

the radio in a shop in Colombo Street. 

The announcer was talking about 

indulging in ―a bit of rumpy-pumpy‖.  

Although of no use to Scrabble 

whatsoever, this got me thinking about 

the use of immediate rhymes in the 

English language. I found that they are 

used far more commonly than one would 

think – especially one syllable rhymes. 

After all, how many of us have been 

―downtown‖, with a ―backpack‖ on, come 

―pay day‖ to visit the ―op shop‖. 

Rhyming words are very common 

when people talk to babies and they are 

also common in children‘s literature, 

programmes and games. I was brought 

up with Chicken Licken, Georgie Peorgy, 

Humpty Dumpty and Fuzzy Wuzzy. I 

listened to Fred Flintstone yell Yabba 

Dabba Doo. I played ―Inky Pinky Ponky‖ 

and ―Eeny Meeny Miny Mo‖. The shops 

even sold me ―Hubba Bubba‖ and ―Mello 

Yello‖. My siblings were brought up with 

the song ―Itsy bitsy teeny weeny yellow 

polka dot bikini‖. 

Yet rhyming words aren‘t restricted to 

children. I never realised until I began 

listening how much these strange 

sounding combinations are used in 

everyday life, especially rhymes beginning 

with ―H‖. Here are the examples I have 

thought of so far with two or more 

syllables. Please feel free to submit more, 

and excuse my spelling – I had to guess 

the spelling as they‘re not in my Scrabble 

dictionary: 

argy-bargy, arty farty, Busy Lizzie, 

boogie woogie, double trouble, easy 

peasy, Evel Knievel, funny money, 

flower power, fuddy-duddy, hoity-

toity, higgledy-piggledy, Handy Andy, 

holus bolus, happy chappy, hanky 

panky, hustle bustle, hurly burly, 

hokey pokey or 

kokey, hocus 

pocus, helter 

skelter, hurdy 

gurdy, hubble 

bubble (even 

Shakespeare used them), harum 

scarum, holy moly, itty bitty or itsy 

bitsy, lardy-dardy, lovey-dovey, legal 

eagle, mumbo jumbo, namby-pamby, 

okey dokey, pooper scooper, rumpy-

pumpy, razzle-dazzle, ready steady, 

roly-poly, silly billy, saggy baggy, 

(over) shoulder boulder holder, super 

duper, teeny weeny, tussy mussy, willy

-nilly 

I know you may think me an ―odd 

bod‖, but this is a ―true blue‖ article. Why 

just the other day, while taking a ―sneak 

peek‖ at ―Prime Time‖ ―T. V.‖, I saw the 

―smoke, choke, croak‖ ad before a ―sci 

fi‖ film. It was ―humdrum‖ so I ate my 

―hot pot‖ from a recipe in the ―cookbook‖ 

and turned up the ―hi fi‖ for the 

―bandstand‖ programme. Some ―bigwig‖ 

―fat cat‖ was talking so I took a ―cat nap‖ 

followed by a ―deep sleep‖ on top of my 

―bedspread‖. The dog woke me with a 

―bow wow‖. What a ―hubbub‖. ―Hells 

bells‖, I yelled and threw the ―pin tin‖ at 

him. 

While entertaining myself at 

Christchurch by thinking up rhymes, I also 

realised there is another, smaller, list of 

word pairs which are the same apart 

from the vowel sound which changes. 

Please feel free to extend this list.  

Chip chop, chitter chatter, clip clop, 

criss cross, dilly dally, dingle dangle, 

fiddle faddle, flip flap or flip flop, hip 

hop, Kit Kat, knick knack, mish mash 

pitter patter, seesaw, shilly shally, slip 

slop slap, teeny tiny, teeter totter, tick 

tock, Timtam, Tip Top, wibbly wobbly, 

zigzag  

Rhyming words 

- by Debbie Caldwell 

Debbie Caldwell 
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2008 Nationals 

The New Zealand Nationals this 

year are to be held in Auckland on 

Queens Birthday weekend, 31st May 

and 1st June. The venue is Roskill & 

Districts Bowling Club Hall, Chaucer 

School Grounds, Blockhouse Bay 

(same venue as in 2004). 

As Auckland is so big, we thought it 

might be helpful to give you an idea of 

nearby hotels/motels to book into: 

 New Haven Motel, Great North 

Road, New Lynn ph 0800 003123 

http://www.new-haven.co.nz 

 Portage Peninsula Hotel, Elm St 

Avondale ph 0800 8281179 

http://www.peninsulahotel.co.nz 

 Avondale Motor Inn, Ash St 

Avondale ph 0800 828759 http://

www.avondalemotorinn.co.nz 

 Avondale Motor Park, Bollard Ave, 

Avondale ph 0800 100542 http://

www.aucklandmotorpark.co.nz  

Other suburbs that are not too far 

away are Mt Albert, Mt Eden, Pt 

Chevalier, Henderson, Hillsborough, 

City. 

If you need any help, contact Liz 

Fagerlund. 

 

Wacky definitions 

EIRACK(S) In a game of Scrabble, a 

rack that‘s got more Es 

and Is on it than you 

would like! 

ARRACK(S) A rack with a surfeit of 

the letter R – and no E to 

go with them! 

 [Incidentally, ARRACK(S) 

takes a B or a C front 

hook..] 

OVERRACK When you draw too 

many tiles from the bag. 

RICKRACKS The unsteady wooden 

racks that keep tipping 

your tiles forward. 

AWRACK An awful rack – one that 

makes you exclaim ―Aw!‖ 

BRACK(S), DRACK (no S), CRACK(S), 

FRACK (no S), WRACK(S) Racks with 

a double B, D, C, F or W respectively. 

 

Scrabble oxymorons 

SEAPLANE 

AIRSHIP 

AIRBOAT 

Notice you can have an AIRPLANE, 

but you can‘t have a SEASHIP or a 

SEABOAT. 

 

Those pesky vowels 

- by Bev Edwards 

During the Pakuranga Tournament 

I seemed to get more than my share of 

vowels and was told a good word play 

on remembering usage for one of 

them … EUOUAE. 

E every 

U umbrella 

O opens 

U up 

A again 

E easily 

The word EUOUAE, meaning a cry 

of riotously drunken frenzy, can also 

have an S on it. 

[Did you know you can replace each 

of the Us in your word with a V as well? 

… EVOVAE(S), same meaning. So I just 

remember by pronouncing it ―eevo-vay‖, 

and know that I can use a U wherever the 

V is. 

VOE is a word, front hook E for EVOE. 

VAE is also a word, front hook U for 

UVAE. So they are all quite nice to 

remember as a group. – Ed.] 
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Bahrain 

Defending Bahrain Scrabble 

Championship Mohammed Zafar 

became only the second person to win 

the Bahrain Cup two years in row. (The 

other was Chris Abordo, in 2000 and 

2001.) 

1st Mohammed Zafar 

2nd Ben Filio 

3rd Nestor Javier 

Rohaina Tanveer, Kuwait, became 

the first female winner of a Gulf event 

when she won the pre-WSC 

tournament. 

 

France 

620 people attended the La 

Rochelle club tournament. 

1st St Leu 

2nd Rouen 

3rd Paris 

 

Malaysia 

Annual Causeway Scrabble Challenge, 

December 2007 

A large number of youth players 

took part, as the World Youth Scrabble 

Championship (WYSC) was held right 

after the CSC. 78 players from 12 

countries participated in the Open 

Division 

Premier Division (six teams of five 

players, all of which must be ranked in 

their own country took part: Malaysia, 

Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines, 

Australia and Team International – 

members from different countries who 

are unable to form a team on their 

own). 

1st Singapore 

2nd Malaysia 

3rd Thailand 

Masters Division (individuals 

playing in the Premier Division) 

1st Ganesh Asirvatham, Malaysia 

(for the fourth consecutive time) 

2nd Chris May, Australia 

3rd Nigel Richards, New Zealand 

Open Division 

1st Tony Sim, Singapore 

2nd Chaiwat Wuthinitikor, Thailand 

3rd Dielle Saldanha, Canada 

The Causeway Challenge is an 

invitational event, and New Zealand 

has failed to gain an invite until now 

(perhaps because other countries are 

pinching our best players!). But next 

year New Zealand will get a place in 

an expanded event involving 10 

teams: 

Teams confirmed as talking part in 

next year‘s Causeway Scrabble 

Challenge are Malaysia, Singapore, 

Thailand, England, Australia, New 

Zealand, America, Canada, Nigeria 

and Team International. The first prize 

is US$10,000 (RM35,000).  

Youth tourney 

Malaysia hosted the 2nd World 

Youth Scrabble Championship (WYSC) 

in December. Fifty-four players from 

nine countries took part. 

This edition of the WYSC stood out 

because of the high level of play 

exhibited by the competitors. Players 

like Ong Suanne, Toh Wei Bin, Lim 

Kian Boon and Sean Chung have 

come of age and are able to compete 

with adult players on almost equal 

terms. 

In a strange turn of events, there 

was no runaway leader. Throughout 

Overseas news 
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the tournament, no one knew which 

player would make it. After 22 

regulation games, four players had 15 

wins each. They were Toh, Chung, Ong 

and Liew Kian Boon. 

The youngest participant in this 

year‘s tournament was William Kang, 

12, representing Malaysia, who came 

16th. 

Final placings: 

1.  Toh Wei Bin, Singapore 

2.  Sean Chung, Malaysia 

3.  Ong Suanne, Malaysia 

4.  Liew Kian Boon, Singapore 

5.  Pasit Natearpha, Thailand 

6.  Benjamin Chow, Singapore 

7.  Ian Tay Zhi Xian, Malaysia 

8.  Charas Worapotpisut, Thailand 

9.  Lee Guan Hui, Singapore 

10.  Imron Sawamipak, Thailand 

 

Senegal 

The French-language Scrabble 

championship is to be held in Dakar in 

July this year and Senegal is 

determined to demonstrate its prowess 

in a discipline that has become a 

national passion.  

With President Wade throwing his 

weight behind the tournament, 

Senegalese players – who have won 

international Scrabble tournaments 

before – are under pressure to show 

that they are as much masters of ―la 

langue française‖ as the French are 

themselves.  

Although the World Francophone 

Scrabble Championship does not start 

until July the build-up is already under 

way in the West African country, with 

Issa Mbaye Samb, the Sports Minister, 

having declared the event a national 

priority.  

 

 

South Africa 

3rd Collins Cup, held in Cape Town 

1st Tusuf Oyekunle 

2nd Trevor Hovelmeier 

3rd Steven Gruzd 

 

UK 

Nigel Richards won the UK Open in 

January. With only one day‘s play (4 

games) remaining, he had a six-game 

lead. 

 

World profile: Joe Edley, 

Pro Scrabble player 

Joe Edley 

earns a living in 

the USA 

overseeing 

tournaments and 

promoting his 

beloved game of 

Scrabble. 

In 1978, while living in San 

Francisco, he decided that first, he‘d 

become the best Scrabble player in the 

US; then he‘d make a living off it. Joe 

took a job as a night watchman, so he 

could study the dictionary during work, 

and in 1980 he won the first of his 

three national championships. 

Joe learned his words between 

1978 and 1980, when he was working 

as a watchman. There were no 

computers, so he wrote flash cards and 

studied them. On one side he put a 

word, and on the other he put what he 

calls an ―alphagram*,‖ or the 

alphabetical arrangement of the word. 

When he plays Scrabble, he puts the 

tiles in alphabetical order on the rack. 

In 1985, he started working part-

time for the Scrabble Players 

Association, editing their newsletter, 

and he was hired full-time in 1988. In 
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1991, he became the sole person to 

rate tournaments – and there are 200 

of them a year! 

At 59, he now holds the position of 

Director of Clubs and Tournaments at 

the Manhattan-based National 

Scrabble Association. He still does most 

of their official newsletter, and gives 

expert tips. 

Joe has written two Scrabble-

related books, and co-authors Scrabble 

desk calendars and puzzles for daily 

newspapers. He also gives private 

Scrabble lessons, and conducts two 

weeklong classes every summer. 

 

Scrabble on “offensive” 

list 

There aren‘t many times when 

you‘ll see Scrabble keeping company 

with the likes of Manhunt 2 or V-Tech 

Rampage, but they‘ve all found 

themselves on PC World‘s list of the 

most offensive games of the year. 

Both Scrabble 2007 and Mario 

Party 8 illustrated that sometimes all it 

takes is one tiny word to offend the 

masses. Scrabble included ―lesbo,‖ 

viewed by many as a derogative term 

for lesbians, while Mario Party 8’s use 

of the word ―spastic‖ got the game 

recalled in the UK, where the term is 

considered quite inappropriate. 

Other entries on the list earned 

spots for more conventional reasons: 

Manhunt 2 – for violence, beating 

enemies to death using toilet seats, 

hypodermic needles, etc 

The Darkness – for violence, tearing 

the squishy hearts from cooling 

corpses, etc. 

Kane & Lynch – for the gratuitous 

use of sex in its marketing campaign 

V-Tech Rampage – for bad taste (a 

simulation of the shooting of 32 people 

at Virginia Tech campus 

So You Think You Can Drive, Mel? – 

for depicting Mel Gibson as a drunk 

Lair – for the expression and 

concept of ―god-awful control― 

Resistance: Fall of Man – for 

staging a gun battle inside a realistic 

replica of the Manchester Cathedral. 

Enter the Kings Cup, Thailand 

- from Liz Fagerlund 

For those of you who have considered 

playing in the Kings Cup but have never 

actually made it, or for those who may 

like to consider going – here are the 

dates and other info about the event – 

plenty of time to plan. 

23rd Brand‘s Thailand International 

Crossword Game King‘s Cup, June 26th 

– 29th, 2008 at the Siam Paragon 

Shopping Complex, Bangkok. 

The Open Division is open to all 

without restrictions. Cash prizes for first 

ten places. In addition, (all players except 

the winner and the 2nd place-getter) will 

receive 50 Baht for every winning game 

on June 26-27 and receive 100 Baht for 

every winning game on June 28-29, and 

if a player wins every game they played 

on any particular day, they will receive 

five times the Bonus Prize they would 

normally receive on that day instead of 

the normal Bonus Prize. With a 

handicapping system to allocate 

additional prize money, it means that 

everyone has a chance to win prize 

money.  

For application or further inquiry, 

contact Mr.Nuttakrit by email at 

info@thaicrossword.com. 

Keep in mind also that the Penang 

Open tourney is on in Penang Malaysia 

from 20-22 June. Information on http://

www.penster.com.my. 

Why not make a holiday of it in 

Malaysia and Thailand – lots of lovely 

places to visit in both countries, and 

some great Scrabble to boot (open to 

all)? 
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I 
 wonder how many of you have 

logged into Facebook and 

played Scrabulous since you 

read the article in our last Forwords? 

Just to refresh your memory, 

Scrabulous is an internet version of 

Scrabble invented by Calcutta brothers, 

Rajat and Jayant Agarwalla. We 

reported in the December issue that 

their game had attracted 300,000 

players every day since its launch on 

the social networking site, Facebook. in 

2005. 

Now, however, its playing fans are 

reputed to exceed 2.4 million, and 1.5 

million games are played daily. 

Currently, Scrabulous ranks 7th in 

popularity for Facebook‘s 14,000 

applications. 

The game of Scrabulous has even 

inspired a song, performed Weird-Al-

Yankovic-style to the tune of Fergie‘s 

―Glamorous‖! 

Overseas newspapers from India to 

Washington to the UK have, since 

January, been reporting on a ―war‖ 

between the creators of Scrabulous and 

Toymakers Hasbro Inc. and Mattel Inc. 

The copyright holders have issued 

―cease and desist‖ orders against the 

Agarwalla brothers. [Hasbro has the 

rights to Scrabble in the United States 

and Canada, and a U.K. subsidiary of 

Mattel controls them elsewhere.] 

The companies claim the free 

game, which features a layout nearly 

identical to that of the actual Scrabble 

game, is ―an illegally copied online 

version‖ that violates copyright and 

trademark laws, and they want it gone. 

No wonder – the brothers have said in 

interviews that they make about 

$US25,000 between ad revenue and 

merchandise sales each month from it! 

Scrabulous really does seem to 

mirror Scrabble letter-for-letter. It uses 

the same colour schemes and 

numerical systems and even links the 

rules to the Scrabble Wikipedia page. 

However, a disclaimer on the 

Scrabulous website says: ―Scrabulous is 

not a part, subsidiary, or venture of 

Hasbro or Mattel, and is not connected 

to them in any way whatsoever.‖ 

One newspaper reported the 

brothers wrote to Hasbro seeking 

permission to put their version online 

but did not hear from the toy-maker. 

It‘s an ongoing battle that many 

agree the toymakers will likely win, 

forcing shutdown of the game any day, 

but tens of thousands of the 

application‘s users aren‘t going down 

without a fight.  

On the Facebook site, fans have 

created a ―Save Scrabulous‖ group, 

boasting more than 55,000 Facebook 

users. Most of them agree that Hasbro 

and Mattel can only benefit from the 

popularity of Scrabulous. They say the 

application has sparked a renewed 

interest in Scrabble for many, with 

comments like: 

 After using the Scrabulous 

application, I then went and 

bought a Scrabble board as I 

forgot how good Scrabble is. I‘m 

sure lots of other people have 

probably done the same.  

 Just back from a few days in 

London, where my wife and I 

bought a Travel Scrabble set 

because we missed it so much! 

MATTEL, ARE YOU 

LISTENING???  

Scrabulous gets into trouble 

- by Jennifer Smith 
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 I think Scrabulous has brought 

back some of the nostalgia of the 

original game and Scrabble will 

only continue to benefit because 

of it.  

 Is Hasbro just a stupid Potato 

Head? Or is this a brilliant game 

of Stratego? 

 The real question, of course, is 

when/if Hasbro will launch an 

official Scrabble Facebook 

application, since there‘s a clear 

demand for it. If I were them, I‘d 

be beating a path to the 

Agarwallas‘ door with a job 

offer... 

Electronic rights to the game belong 

to video game manufacturer Electronic 

Arts, but there is no official online 

version of Scrabble. However, although 

there are several unofficial versions of 

Scrabble online, the Agarwalla version 

is the one that has caught on like 

wildfire. 

Many other popular games, 

including Hasbro‘s own Monopoly and 

Boggle, have online versions, but they 

carefully skirt copyright issues by 

renaming the games completely 

(Boggle, for instance, is called 

Scramble) and altering the mechanics. 

Since Scrabble‘s debut in the 

1950s, it has been a money spinner for 

Hasbro, which bought it in the 1980s, 

and the game‘s forbears. More than 

100 million sets have been sold 

worldwide in 121 countries and 29 

different language versions. Scrabble 

sets are said to be found in one out of 

every three American homes. 

One of the brothers has confirmed 

that Hasbro has contacted Facebook 

about removing the application, but 

has refused to comment further on any 

issue related to the notice. 

A Mattel representative in the UK 

was reported as saying: ―Letters have 

been sent to Facebook in the United 

States regarding the Scrabulous 

application. … Mattel values its 

intellectual property and actively 

protects its brands and trademarks.‖ 

The representative said the company is 

―reviewing‖ its position with regard to 

pursuing legal action in other countries. 

We, along with newspaper 

columnists, computer experts, and 

other world-wide Scrabble players, will 

be watching further developments with 

interest. 

 

Not so smart, actually 

SmartSaver is an email newsletter 

circulated to several hundred thousand 

New Zealanders – including one of 

Paul Lister‘s friends who contacted Paul 

because she was delighted to read the 

following news: 

Well, we didn’t quite win the Netball 

World Cup. The America’s cup wasn’t 

all clean sailing, and the brave Rugby 

and Cricket boys didn’t come home 

with the goods. After a tough year in 

Aotearoa sport, we here at SmartSaver 

would like to pay a special tribute to our 

November SmartSaver of the month – 

Paul Lister of Christchurch – the World 

Scrabble Champion 2007. 

[Paul has since set everyone 

straight.] 

 

From the police casebook 

- thanks to the Christchurch Club 

newsletter 

 Police were called to a day-care 

centre, where a three-year-old was 

resisting a rest. 

 A short fortune teller escaped from 

prison. Police are looking for a 

small medium at large. 
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F 
or the last five years at least, 

Ruth Groffman, president of 

the Dunedin Scrabble Club, 

has been on a crusade to get more 

young people interested in Scrabble, 

and to encourage those who are 

interested to improve. To quote the 

Otago Daily Times, Ruth has been 

―nurturing young Dunedin minds 

through Scrabble for Fun schools‘ 

tournaments, attracting about 120 

primary and intermediate-aged 

children annually.‖ 

Ruth has been the driving force 

behind the tournaments, which she 

hopes will improve children‘s word-

power, literacy, spelling and numeracy. 

She says, ―It teaches them a lot in a fun 

way.‖ 

Ruth‘s tournament rules are sensible 

for this age group: the children are 

provided with word lists (2-4 letters) to 

help them decide 

what words they 

can play, and they 

can ask for 

guidance from 

adult helpers (who 

don‘t tell them 

what to play, but 

rather, suggest 

what letter combinations might produce 

a word, and encourage them to find 

words for themselves). 

However, over the years of running 

these tournaments, Ruth has realised 

that children need more help to get an 

understanding of the strategy involved 

in playing the game. 

So this year she has taken her 

project one step further, organising two 

workshops in January to try to identify 

youngsters with potential. Eight young 

people attended the first workshop and 

eight different young people the second 

one. They spent the time expanding 

their skills, coming up with winning 

words, using the clock and trying to 

improve on past scores. 

Ruth‘s dream is to get a youngster 

to the stage where he or she could 

compete in the World Youth Scrabble 

Tournament. First, though, the 

youngster would have to earn an 

international rating by participating in 

tournaments in New Zealand, probably 

followed by attending a youth skills 

workshop in Australia. 

With Ruth‘s enthusiasm and 

dedication to the cause, don‘t be 

surprised if the first youth to represent 

New Zealand at the World Youth 

Scrabble Tournament comes from 

Dunedin! 

 

 “Ruth” rhymes with “Youth” 

Tile trial . . . Semin An (10), of George 

St Normal School, ponders a move in 

the fifth annual schools Scrabble 

tournament at the public library in 

Dunedin in October.  

Ruth Groffman  
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In a list of the 12 greatest fruit and 

veg since 1945, a panel in the UK‘s 

Telegraph – which included five Turner 

Prize finalists, three honorary members 

of Mensa, a Booker Prize short-listee 

and two former Big Brother winners – 

came up with a list of 12 top fruit and 

veg. 

In a strange list that started with 

beetroot in first place and ended with 

the chipolata, Scrabble was placed 7th. 

Here‘s the complete list, with a few of 

the more ―delectable‖ citations: 

1. Beetroot –who can forget its 

mysterious colour? In 2006, 

Nelson Mandela honoured the 

beetroot by eating it in a mixed 

salad, with raw onion and feta 

cheese. 

2. Pomegranate – regularly heralded 

for its stubbornness in 

withstanding the sloppy cross-

culturalism* of the fruit salad. 

3. Mushroom 

4. Louis XV escritoire – what other 

vegetable would be so perfect for 

writing a letter on? Certainly not 

the cauliflower (too bumpy), nor 

the humble pea (too small, too 

squishy). 

5. Baked beans – what on earth is 

there left to say about the best-

selling vegetable in the country? 

Some people will no doubt 

complain that being a child-

friendly vegetable is easy. It isn‘t. 

Children will abandon the 

Brussels sprout or the radish after 

only a couple of bites, but they 

will continue to immerse 

themselves in baked beans for 

hour after hour. 

6. Pawpaw 

7. Scrabble – arguably more of a 

popular word-based board game 

than a vegetable, Scrabble 

nevertheless earns its place on our 

list because, like vegetables, it is 

most often found on tables, and 

people gather around it. In a very 

real way, it is both absolutely right 

– yet at the same time curiously 

wrong – to classify Scrabble as a 

vegetable. This is the essential 

paradox that lies at its very heart. 

It is, incidentally, the only 

vegetable or fruit on our list to be 

spelt with a capital letter – and for 

this reason alone merits its high 

place. 

8. Tomato 

9. Celery 

10. Brussels sprout – this small green 

vegetable has never been a 

stranger to controversy. Some 

critics argue that it is merely an 

aspirant cabbage, others that it is 

liable to induce intractable wind 

problems. One of only three 

major vegetables to be formed of 

two entirely separate words. 

11. Lemon – the lemon has proved 

itself indispensable with fish, as 

well as lending much-needed zest 

to household cleaning products. 

12. Chipolata – though not strictly 

speaking a fruit or, indeed, a 

vegetable, the chipolata was 

chosen by our panel for its 

enduring appeal to all ages, its 

versatility and its sheer popularity. 

It‘s proved itself easily the equal of 

the carrot. 

Scrabble a great vegetable 
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Twenty years ago today 

- by John Foster 

This month‘s selection, from Forwords No 11, is the very first attempt by David 

Lloyd to establish a list of NZ records. It is the forerunner of the comprehensive list 

which now appears on the inside back cover of each issue of Forwords. 

Interestingly, the only original record to have survived unsurpassed up to now 

is Andrew Bradley‘s highest take-off of 68. David‘s own record of 13 bonuses in a 

3-game session nearly made it, only being passed by Jeff Grant about six months 

ago. 

Scan of actual article 

[Glenyss Buchanan’s name is incorrectly spelt here — Ed]. 
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Timing is everything 

- by Kaite Hansen  

F 
or the savvy scrabble player, 

ensuring there is enough 

time towards the end of the 

game could make the vital winning 

difference. 

Too often, under the stress of 

tournament conditions, rash play 

towards endgame is precipitated by 

frenzied glances at the clock. 

Many of the higher ranked players 

plan their time, and generally play their 

first five or six moves quickly so that 

they accrue sufficient time for the all 

important endgame. 

We have all seen players so fixated 

on nailing that bingo, they run out of 

time when they may have scored 

almost as well by careful placing of a 

high letter tile on a two way triple letter. 

Mostly, time pressure has influenced 

the decision. 

Having those crucial extra minutes 

towards the end, means you can take 

time to study the board to gain a 

maximum score. 

A good way to gain confidence in 

playing faster is with shorter games 

and comparing your averages with 

those achieved in a 25 minute game. 

ISC on the net (http//www.isc.ro) is 

ideal for practicing shorter games; I 

sometimes indulge in a series of three 

minute games – great practice for 

thinking rapidly.  

Be warned, avoid three minute 

games before bed! After playing a 

couple of three minute games, my 

hyped up brain catapults nifty hi-

scorers all night, the result, a morning 

Zombette*. 

A final word: while playing on ISC 

gives great opportunity to learn words 

and compete with a wide variety of 

players, I find when playing across the 

board, I tend to play 

too rapidly, so if you 

see me idly tapping 

my finger and 

looking dazed,  

I am probably 

singing the song, 

―Feeling Groovy‖ accompanied by my 

own set of words, which go… ―Slow 

down, don‘t play too fast, you‘ve got to 

make this good game last, give 

yourself the time to see, what the 

winning move could be….da dah dah 

dah dah, feeling Groovy…de de de, 

feeling Groovy.‖ 

 

Scrabble is tame! 

The Sunday Star Times Magazine, in 

an article called ―The Ace of Clubs‖ on 

13 January, investigated 12 lesser 

known pastimes, and included as one 

of the 12 a write-up on the New 

Zealand Association of Scrabble 

Players, written from an interview with 

Lynn Wood. 

The question is: if you were reading 

the article and trying to decide between 

joining The Company of the Lance 

(COTL) or the New Zealand Association 

of Scrabble Players (NZASP), how 

would the Sunday Star‘s comparison of 

occupational hazards influence your 

decision? …  

NZASP: Suffering a mind block or 

having the odd ―senior moment‖ mid-

game. 

COTL: Falling off a horse. Or 

worse, having a horse fall on you; 

armour bites (where it catches your 

flesh); and bits of lance flying about. 

Getting pierced by a lance and taking 

two days to die. 

[I’m sticking with Scrabble. – Ed.] 

Kaite Hansen 
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Websites help Scrabble players 

make sense out of their seemingly 

hopeless jumbles.  

S 
crabble lovers the world over, 

you may want to sit down for 

this bit of news. Oh right, 

you‘re already sitting. 

Just as in the beleaguered sports of 

baseball, track and field, cycling and, 

I‘ve heard, even cricket, the integrity of 

your game too is being undermined by 

illegal performance enhancers. 

It starts with Scrabulous, one of 

Facebook‘s 10 most popular ―apps.‖ 

Apps, or applications, are little 

programs Facebook users can embed 

in their profiles. Scrabulous, which has 

more than 400,000 active users, is a 

free version of the classic board game 

that Facebookers can play with their far

-flung friends. But unlike the parlour 

version, Scrabulous games need not 

proceed in real-time. You can make 

one move an hour, or one a week – 

think about your next move as long as 

you like. 

Or if you don‘t feel like thinking 

about it at all – join the hordes of 

players flocking to online Scrabble 

calculators in search of a competitive 

advantage. 

If you Google ―scrabble cheat,‖ for 

instance, the first result is the Scrabble 

Cheat-O-Matic, the brainchild of 26-

year-old Ben Charlton of Canterbury, 

England. In 2006, when he was 

playing a lot of online Scrabble, 

Charlton wrote a little program that 

could figure out every possible word his 

tiles could spell.  

Put in eight letters – LAOEPGRS, say 

– and out pops all 355 possible word 

combinations, including ―pergolas‖ – 

the only possible eight-letter word. (You 

get a 50-point ―bingo‖ bonus for using 

all seven of your letters, but you usually 

have to attach them to a letter that‘s 

already on the board.) 

Charlton said that since the debut 

of Facebook Scrabulous in June, the 

Cheat-O-Matic has seen its traffic go 

from about 4,000 page views a day to 

more than 120,000. Charlton points 

out that the site gets only about 17,000 

unique visitors – only a small fraction of 

the number of Scrabulous‘ 400,000 

active players. But that also means that 

each visitor is running the calculator an 

average of seven times a day. 

―I try not to use it unless I get really 

stuck,‖ Charlton said of the Cheat-O-

Matic‘s ethical implications. ―It does 

take something away from the game I 

think – it‘s more satisfying if you think 

about it yourself.‖  

Another large hunk of the Scrabble 

Sites to strengthen your Scrabble-playing skills 

For Scrabble players who get in a bind, here are a few websites that may help 

you rack up the points: 

http://spod.cx/cheat-o-matic.shtml 

Scrabble cheat-o-matic gives you words for your letter combinations. 

Another site, scrabblewordfinder.com, comes up with the best scoring word if 

you input the entire board and not just your letters 

[Ed. - Since I was given these addresses, I discovered the following article in the Los 

Angeles Times: 

There’s a word for it: c-h-e-a-t-i-n-g 

- by David Sarno, Los Angles Times Staff Writer 
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cheating market is owned by a site 

called Scrabble WordFinder.com. The 

site is more like the Deep Blue of 

Scrabble cheating: By asking you to 

input the entire board as well as your 

available letters, it will calculate not 

just the longest word you can make, 

but your highest scoring possible play 

– in essence, allowing you to play a 

perfect game. 

Recently, I decided to run a 

scientific test of the site in a game 

against my most intimidating 

Scrabulous partner. After inputting the 

board and my letters – I-BLANK-A-T-U

-E-D, the program spit back the ideal 

move: deutzia for 73 points. Never 

mind I had no idea what a deutzia was 

– this play would significantly shrink 

the giant lead my opponent had 

opened up, and give me a chance to 

win my first game after three 

consecutive losses. 

But … to cheat or not to cheat? 

―I know firsthand how addictive 

using my program can be,‖ said 

―Avalanche,‖ the computer science 

student who created SWF but preferred 

not to give his real name. Avalanche 

said that after he wrote the program, 

he would routinely use it to ―slaughter‖ 

other online players, but that he rarely 

plays now. 

―It was probably a lot more fun,‖ 

he said, ―when I knew that I was the 

only person on the Internet that had 

the potential to use it as a cheat.‖ 

- Reproduced with the kind  

permission of David Sarno and  

the Los Angeles Times 

Hotel bed and “board”  

Board games don‘t immediately 

spring to mind when you think of one 

of the most picturesque locations in 

Britain, the Lake District.  

But one hotel (Rothay Manor, in 

Ambleside), which specialises in 

themed holidays, is now providing 

Scrabble holidays. 

Scrabble is its new idea for 2008 

and the hotel says it‘s shaping up to be 

a surefire hit with visitors, as there are 

now only a few places left.  

Guests will play Scrabble in the 

morning and can then choose to have 

the afternoon to themselves to explore 

the stunning walks and breathtaking 

views, or continue playing. 

The hotel partly puts people‘s 

interest down to Scrabulous – a virtual 

game on the social networking site 

Facebook.  

Wish we had something like that in 

New Zealand? A Scrabble cruise, 

perhaps? 

 

Scrabble cruise 

Your wish could be about to be 

granted! If you like the sound of a 

Scrabble Cruise in January 2009, 

contact Ruth Groffman at 

ruthgroffman@hotmail.com.  

Ruth could well turn out to be your 

fairy godmother! 
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An investigation is underway after it 

was discovered that town planners and 

architects in the Midlands (UK) are 

playing a massive game of Scrabble by 

constructing letter-shaped buildings to 

spell out words that can then be 

identified on Google Earth. 

Two years ago, new office and 

shopping complex in Dudley was 

praised for its creative use of new 

materials on a challenging elongated 

site, where it ‗defined a new relationship 

between the built environment and 

external spaces.‘ But what nobody 

realized was that when viewed on 

Google Earth, the architect had actually 

spelt out ‗HADDOCK‘. The challenge 

was then on for a rival architect who 

had been commissioned to build a site 

directly to the south of this one, 

incorporating the second ‗D‘ from the 

middle of the word. His team-mates in 

the local planning department soon 

gave permission for a new residential 

development, without revealing that 

they had successfully spelt out ‗DHAL‘ 

with massive fifty metre letters that had 

become the homes for hundreds of 

people. 

On being challenged that ‗you can‘t 

have curry dishes as they are not proper 

English words‘, the office responsible 

explained that ‗Dhal‘ was in fact in the 

Oxford English Dictionary, and was ‗a 

type of tropical woody herb much 

cultivated in the tropics‘. The large ‗L‘-

shaped building at the southernmost 

point of the development necessitated 

the demolition of a rural school, thereby 

earning them a triple word score. 

It has emerged that after a 

successful challenge last year, that ‗you 

couldn‘t have ‗THERMOS‘ because it 

was actually a proper noun‘, a new 

hospital and old people‘s care home 

were demolished as the architects and 

planners were forced to take their go 

again. 

The officers in Dudley‘s Town 

Planning department who based their 

decisions on this game of Google Earth 

Scrabble have now been sacked from 

their department, but not before they 

had given the green light to a new City 

Academy, which joined up to the last 

letter of HADDOCK and used up their 

last letters, U, F and C. 

- Reproduced with permission from 

NewsBiscuit.com  

[Believe it? NewsBiscuit.com describes 

itself as ―news before it happens‖. Typical 

of articles posted on this site include 

―Police to be armed with sarcasm - fears 

that innocent bystanders could be 

humiliated in the crossfire‖ and ―Infant 

school stages atheist nativity play‖. –Ed.] 

Town planners playing Scrabble using Google Earth 

- as posted on newsbisuit.com 
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Robbie Williams, 

singer 

Robbie Williams 

has got himself a 

much cleaner 

addiction – he has 

revealed he is 

obsessed with the 

game Scrabble, and is something of a 

pro at the board game. He regularly 

plays the game with his dad Pete in his 

Los Angeles home. ―He (Pete) won‘t 

like to admit it, but I‘m the Scrabble 

ninja in this household. Don‘t even 

come with a challenge until you have 

mastered the two-letter words,‖ says 

Robbie. 

Jeffrey Hansford, “Countdown” 

finalist, UK 

Jeffrey is not your average 

contestant because he suffers from 

Asperger syndrome, a type of autism 

that makes communication and 

interaction with others more difficult. 

Despite his disability, he is able to 

complete complex maths puzzles and 

word problems with ease and speed, 

and these incredible skills have 

enabled him to remain unbeaten on 

the show. He trains by reading, visiting 

websites, playing Scrabble, doing 

crosswords, and watching Countdown. 

Jeffrey hoped to win the final because: 

―The prize is a leather-bound set of the 

complete Oxford dictionary. I‘ve only 

read the concise version.‖ 

Gavin and Carolyn Hand, new 

parents, Shetland 

Gavin and Carolyn Hand were 

playing a quiet game of Scrabble on 

New Year‘s Eve – until their expected 

baby, Evelyn, decided to put in an 

appearance early and become the first 

baby to be born in Shetland in 2008. 

Carolyn said: ―She was due not due 

until the 13th January –­ it must have 

been the excitement of playing 

Scrabble!‖ 

Nicollette Sheridan, “Desperate 

Housewives” star 

Nicolette revealed the secret to her 

long-lasting relationship with fiance 

Michael Boltin was a shared passion 

for the cult board game, Scrabble. 

―We had an ongoing Scrabble 

tournament by email for close on two 

decades.‖ 

Dave Barry, Pulitzer Prize-winner, 

humour columnist 

―I like (Scrabble) because unlike 

most other board games, which 

basically are pointless time consumers, 

in Scrabble you can do something 

mentally stimulating and worthwhile: 

and make naughty words.‖ 

Joe Gibbs, ex Redskins coach, 

Washington 

Redskins head coach Joe Gibbs 

announced he was stepping as 

Redskins coach. Ultimately, Joe chose 

playing Scrabble with his seven 

grandchildren in Charlotte, North 

Carolina, over coaching the 

Washington Redskins. In all, Joe 

coached the Redskins for 16 years, 

winning 171 games and losing 101, 

and won three Super Bowls.  

College hopeful,  

Elizabeth Hillis, USA 

Elizabeth enclosed a Scrabble 

game with her application to a college 

to help them remember her 

Who’s playing Scrabble? 
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 application essay, ―Scrabbled: Life from 

Words, Words from Life.‖ Scrabble, she 

said, taught her to be competitive. 

Among the words she arranged to 

describe herself: Smart, funny, 

vivacious, outgoing, geek, and 

optimistic. 

Andy Williamson and  

Maff Potts, UK 

Maff and Andy are friends and play 

in the same band, so when Andy 

needed a new kidney, Maff donated 

one to him. In hospital, the pair lay 

side by side in their beds after the 

operation and played Scrabble. ―In 

both games, he used all his seven 

letters, but I don‘t want to go into it,‖ 

laughs Potts. ―I give him my kidney and 

he wipes the floor with me in 

Scrabble!‖ 

Justin Timberlake, 

singer 

Justin and his 

girlfriend Jessica Biel 

are addicted to 

Scrabble. ―We do a lot 

of dinner parties and we 

play board games. I 

love Scrabble.‖ 

Liz Fagerlund’s baby grand-

daughter, New Zealand 

The photo shows Liz‘s daughter, 

Katherine, playing Scrabble with Liz in 

Auckland, with 11-week-old Olivia 

asleep on her knee, providing a handy 

place for the rack of letters! 

WordJong 

―WordJong‖ (Destineer, for the Nintendo DS) mixes two 

old favourites: Scrabble and mahjongg. 

Each screen presents the familiar pile of mahjongg tiles, 

decorated with letters instead of symbols. You can use any 

tiles that are unblocked on the left or right, but instead of 

matching images you form words. You get bonus points for 

words that are longer than five letters or use less common 

letters like Z and X.  

To complete a puzzle you need to remove all the tiles – 

which often means settling for shorter words to balance your 

remaining letters. 

―WordJong‖ serves up one fresh puzzle every day, or you 

can take on the ―Temple Challenge,‖ a series of increasingly 

difficult layouts 
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University Challenge (BBC 2) 

Bamber Gascoigne: What was 

Gandhi‘s first name? 

Contestant: Goosey? 

BBC Norfolk 

Stewart White: Who had a worldwide 

hit with ―What A Wonderful World‖? 

Contestant: I don‘t know. 

White: I‘ll give you some clues: what do 

you call the part between your hand 

and your elbow? 

Contestant: Arm. 

White: Correct. And if you‘re not weak, 

you‘re...? 

Contestant: Strong. 

White: Correct – and what was Lord 

Mountbatten‘s first name? 

Contestant: Louis. 

White: Well, there we are then. So who 

had a worldwide hit with the song 

―What A Wonderful World‖? 

Contestant: Frank Sinatra? 

BBC Norfolk 

Anne Robinson: In traffic, what ‗J‘ is 

where two roads meet? 

Contestant: Jool carriageway? 

GWR FM (Bristol) 

Presenter: What happened in Dallas on 

November 22, 1963? 

Contestant: I don‘t know, I wasn‘t 

watching it then. 

Fort Boyard (Challenge TV) 

Jodie Marsh: Arrange these two groups 

of letters to form a word: CHED and 

PIT. 

Team: Chedpit. 

James O’Brien Show (LBC) 

O’Brien: How many kings of England 

have been called Henry? 

Contestant: Er, well, I know there was a 

Henry the Eighth …  er ... er … three? 

Phil Wood Show (BBC GMR) 

Wood: What ‗K‘ could be described as 

the Islamic Bible? 

Contestant: Er …  

Wood: It‘s got two syllables … Kor …  

Contestant: Blimey? 

Wood: Ha ha ha ha, no. The past 

participle of run . . . 

Contestant: (Silence) 

Wood: OK, try it another way. Today I 

run, yesterday I . . . 

Contestant: Walked? 

The Vault 

Melanie Sykes: What is the name given 

to the condition where the sufferer can 

fall asleep at any time? 

Contestant: Nostalgia. 

Breakfast Show, Radio 1 

Chris Moyles: Which ‗S‘ is a kind of 

whale that can grow up to 80 tonnes? 

Contestant: Ummm …  

Moyles: It begins with ‗S‘ and rhymes 

with ‗perm‘. 

Contestant: Shark. 

 

True answers to questions 

- from Carole Coates 
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Collins Injera 

- by Jeff Grant 

Scrabblers following the rugby sevens 

in Wellington last month would have 

been impressed with the name of Kenyan 

winger COLLINS INJERA. Not only is his 

first name one of our dictionaries, but 

both words are allowed in Scrabble. 

A COLLINS is a tall fizzy iced drink 

made with gin, vodka, rum, etc., mixed 

with fruit juice, soda water and sugar, 

and an INJERA is a white Ethiopian 

flatbread, similar to crepe. 

 

Answer to Editor’s Challenge  

page 10 

The incorrect word PRIZEGIVING* 

crops up twice in the Club news.  

Stephen Wright jokes  

If you‘re not familiar with the work 

of Steven Wright, he‘s the famously 

erudite scientist and comic who once 

said: ―I woke up one morning and all 

of my stuff had been stolen and 

replaced by exact duplicates.‖ Here are 

some of his gems: 

1. I‘d kill for a Nobel Peace Prize. 

2. Borrow money from pessimists – 

they don‘t expect it back. 

3. Half the people you know are 

below average. 

4. 827% of all statistics are made up 

on the spot. 

5. A conscience is what hurts when all 

your other parts feel so good. 

6. A clear conscience is usually the 

sign of a bad memory. 

7. If you want the rainbow, you got to 

put up with the rain. 

8. All those who believe in 

psychokinesis, raise my hand. 

9. The early bird may get the worm, 

but the second mouse gets the 

cheese. 

10. I almost had a psychic girlfriend … 

but she left me before we met. 

11. OK, so what‘s the speed of dark? 

12. How do you tell when you‘re out of 

invisible ink? 

13. Hard work pays off in the future, 

laziness pays off now. 

14. My mechanic told me, ―I couldn‘t 

repair your brakes, so I made your 

horn louder.‖ 

15. If at first you don‘t succeed, destroy 

all evidence that you tried. 

16. The sooner you fall behind, the 

more time you‘ll have to catch up. 

17. The colder the X-ray table, the 

more of your body is required to 

be on it. 

18. Everyone has a photographic 

memory; some just don‘t have film. 

What’s Thiruthamizh? 

One of the many ways to improve 

your English vocabulary is by playing 

Scrabble. But what if you want to 

improve your Tamil? Well just try Tamil 

Scrabble or Thiruthamizh. 

Thiruthamizh has got 441 squares 

instead of the 100 in English.  

[Sic. something doesn’t add up in this 

report found on the internet. Perhaps it 

meant 441 squares instead of 289? 441 

tiles instead of 100 wouldn’t fit on the 

board. If the word for Scrabble in Tamil is 

anything to go by, it would be no wonder it 

the board had to be enlarged!–Ed.]  

The 247 Tamil alphabets have been 

reduced to 33 basic letters and some 

innovations have been brought in to fit 

the symbols in. No wonder that it‘s 

taken five years for Sudha Rajakumar 

(Head of Research team, Tiruthamizh 

Ulagam) and his team of eight 

members to develop this game. 

The team plans to do a version in 

all the Indian languages: Hindi, 

Malayalam, Kannada and Telugu. 
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A few years after I was born, Dad 

met a stranger who was new to our 

small town. From the beginning, Dad 

was fascinated with this enchanting 

newcomer and soon invited him to live 

with our family. The stranger was 

quickly accepted and was around from 

then on. 

As I grew up, I never questioned his 

place in my family. In my young mind, 

he had a special niche. My parents 

were complementary instructors: Mum 

taught me good from evil, and Dad 

taught me to obey. But the stranger … 

he was our storyteller. He would keep 

us spellbound for hours on end with 

adventures, mysteries and comedies. 

If I wanted to know anything about 

politics, history or science, he always 

knew the answers about the past, 

understood the present and even 

seemed able to predict the future. He 

took my family to rugby games and 

other sports events. He made me 

laugh, and he made me cry. The 

stranger never stopped talking, but 

Dad didn‘t seem to mind. 

Sometimes, Mum would get up 

quietly while the rest of us were 

shushing each other to listen to what he 

had to say, and she would go to the 

kitchen for peace and quiet. 

(I wonder now if she ever 

prayed for the stranger to 

leave.) 

Dad ruled our household 

with certain moral 

convictions, but the stranger 

never felt obligated to 

honour them. Profanity, for 

example, was not allowed in 

our home … Not from us, 

our friends or any visitors. 

Our longtime visitor, 

however, got away with four-letter 

words that burned my ears and made 

my father squirm and my mother blush. 

Dad didn‘t permit the liberal use of 

alcohol. But the stranger encouraged 

us to try it on a regular basis. He made 

cigarettes look cool, cigars manly and 

pipes distinguished. 

He talked freely (much too freely!) 

about sex. His comments were 

sometimes blatant, sometimes 

suggestive, and generally 

embarrassing. 

I now know that my early concepts 

about relationships were influence 

strongly by the stranger. Time after 

time, he opposed the values of my 

parents, yet he was seldom rebuked … 

And NEVER asked to leave. 

More than fifty years have passed 

since the stranger moved in with our 

family. He has blended right in and is 

not nearly as fascinating as he was at 

first. Still, if you could walk into our 

lounge today, you would still find him 

sitting over in his corner, waiting for 

someone to listen to him talk and 

watch him draw his pictures. 

His name?  

We just call him ―TV.‖ 

The stranger 
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A question or two for 

you 

 Why is it that people say they 

―slept like a baby‖ when babies 

wake up every two hours? 

 If a deaf person has to go to 

court, is it still called a hearing? 

 Why do we press harder on a 

remote control when we know 

the batteries are flat? 

 Why do banks charge a fee on 

―insufficient funds‖ when they 

know there is not enough? 

 Why do they use sterilised 

needles for death by lethal 

injection? 

 Why doesn‘t Tarzan have a 

beard? 

 Why does Superman stop bullets 

with his chest, but ducks when 

you throw a revolver at him? 

 Why do people pay to go up tall 

buildings and then put money in 

binoculars to look at things on 

the ground? 

 Why is there a light in the fridge 

and not in the freezer? 

 Why does Goofy stand erect 

while Pluto remains on all fours? 

They‘re both dogs! 

 

Playin’ English 

You have probably been aware that 

non-English speaking countries are 

becoming very strong in the Scrabble 

scene. But had you registered …  

Of the first ten ranked players at the 

2007 World Scrabble Championships, 

only three were native English 

speakers? 

 

 

In a nutshell 

 I had amnesia once – or twice. 

 Protons have mass? I didn‘t even 

know they were Catholic. 

 All I ask is a chance to prove that 

money can‘t make me happy. 

 If the world were a logical place, 

men would be the ones who ride 

horses sidesaddle. 

 What is a ‗free‘ gift? Aren‘t all gifts 

free? 

 They told me I was gullible and I 

believed them. 

 One nice thing about egotists ... 

they don‘t talk about other people. 

 The cost of living hasn‘t affected its 

popularity. 

 Show me a man with both feet 

firmly on the ground, and I‘ll show 

you a man who can‘t get his pants 

off. 

 Is it me, or do buffalo wings taste 

like chicken? 

 

Birdbrain 

- sent in by Jeff Grant 

The inscription on the metal bands 

used by the US Department of the 

Interior to tag migratory birds has been 

changed. The bands used to bear the 

address of the Washington Biological 

Survey, abbreviated ―Wash. Biol. 

Surv.‖, until the agency received the 

following letter from an Arkansas 

camper: 

―Dear Sirs: While camping last 

week, I shot one of your birds. I think it 

was a crow. I followed the cooking 

instructions on the leg tag and I want to 

tell you it was horrible.‖ 

The bands are now marked ―Fish 

and Wildlife Service‖. 
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Maths symbols 

 It doesn‘t pay to assume that a  

means something is correct and a 

 means it‘s incorrect. In Sweden 

a cross implies correct. 

 Don‘t assume that the plus sign 

has always been around. In 

Egyptian hieroglyphics, a picture 

of legs walking left meant plus, 

while legs walking right meant 

minus. 

 The minus sign was first used by 

Johann Widman, along with the 

plus sign, in the fifteenth century. 

 The multiplication sign was first 

used by William Oughtred, a 

Scottish Episcolpalian minister and 

mathematician, in 1631. 

 The infinity symbol ∞ was first 

proposed by the English 

mathematician, John Wallis, in 

1655. 

 And while we‘re on the subject of 

maths, you might also be 

interested to know that decimal 

fractions were introduced in 1576 

by Francois Viete, a French 

mathematician. 

Take it away 

Some of the best entries from a 

‗Washington Post‘ contest where 

readers had to remove the first letter 

from a word and define the result: 

Amished  hungering for a simpler 

way of life 

Hipmunk  a squirrel that digs 

rhythm and blues 

Iarrhoea running on about 

oneself 

Ickpocket  a place to put used 

tissues 

Ngland  Vietnam 

Ompadre  a Buddhist priest 

Ouch-and-go  a house call by a 

dominatrix 

Pectacular  endowed with an 

unbelievable chest 

Rankfurter  a hotdog from the back 

of the fridge 

Riskies cat food tinned in a 

foreign country 

Ubergine  an enormous eggplant 

2008 Tournament Calendar 

Tournament Dates Tournament Dates 

Auckland Matchplay Champs 8 March Christchurch 6-7 September 

NZ Masters Champs # 22-24 March Mt Albert 4-5 October 

Dunedin Open 12-13 April Golden Bay 4-5 October 

Sth Island Champs 10-11 May 20th Norfolk Island Scrabble 
Festival 

12-19 October 

NZ National Champs 31 May—1 June Wanganui 25-26 October  

Whangarei 5-6 July  Otago Open 15-16 November * 

Hamilton 9-10 August  Trans Tasman Challenge # 28-30 November 

Tauranga 16-17 August Kiwi 29 November 

Kapiti 23-24 August  Rodney TBA 

  Causeway Challenge # 3-7 December 

* to be confirmed # entry restricted to qualifiers TBA = to be advised 
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Top ten country songs 

- sent in by Jeff Grant 

These were voted the top ten 

country song titles in a poll by 

Voicecraft on the Internet. Yes, they are 

all actual country songs! 

1. It‘s Hard To Kiss The Lips At Night 

That Chewed My Ass Out All Day 

Long 

2. She‘s Lookin‘ Better With Every 

Beer 

3. She Took My Ring And Gave Me 

The Finger 

4. My Wife Ran Off With My Best 

Friend And I Miss Him 

5. I‘m So Miserable Without You It‘s 

Like You‘re Still Here 

6. Wouldn‘t Take Her To A Dogfight 

‗Cause I‘m Scared She‘d Win 

7. She‘s Actin‘ Single And I‘m 

Drinkin‘ Doubles 

8. If The Phone Don‘t Ring You‘ll 

Know It‘s Me 

9. I Ain‘t Never Gone To Bed With 

An Ugly Woman But I Woke Up 

With A Few 

10. I Hate Every Bone In Her Body But 

Mine 

 

It’s yours for $US20,000 

It‘s official, Scrabble has become 

sexy and if you don‘t believe it, check 

out this $20,000 Swarovski crystal 

studded Scrabble board. Now, 

Scrabble has some serious celebrity 

fans in the form of Mel Gibson, Sting 

and Keanu Reeves, so if you want to 

get your hands on this then you‘d 

better start saving! 

The Scrabble board was made by 

toymaker Hasbro to mark its 60th 

birthday. The board consists of over 

30,000 Swarovski crystals which sit on 

a glass board. It truly is a stunning 

piece! 

The Scrabble board will go up for 

auction in the summer with proceeds 

going to St. Jude‘s Children‘s Research 

Hospital. 

[I’m sure Liz Fagerlund will be happy 

to take orders! – Ed.] 

 

Take it away 2 

Jeff Grant tries his hand at the 

Washington Post challenge: 

ALESMANSHIP the art of beer 

drinking 

LLEYWAY a narrow Welsh street 

OXTROT a clumsy dance 

“You spelled garbage wrong” 
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Rank Name Rating Wins Games % 

1 Jeff Grant 2052 1329 1727 77% 

2 Joanne Craig 2023 140 212 66% 

3 Blue Thorogood 2022 326 475 69% 

4 Howard Warner 2021 1077.5 1497 72% 

5 Patrick Carter 1967 627 1002 63% 

6 Lynne Butler 1957 720 1166 62% 

7 Andrew Bradley 1955 550 1082 51% 

8 Mike Sigley 1916 759 1052 72% 

9 John Foster 1906 1067.5 1865 57% 

10 Rogelio Talosig 1901 293 482 61% 

11 Steven Brown 1899 665.5 1242 54% 

12 Glennis Hale 1888 1116.5 1993 56% 

13 Paul Lister 1829 614.5 1059 58% 

14 Glenda Foster 1771 710.5 1377 52% 

15 Val Mills 1767 686.5 1459 47% 

16 Chris Hooks 1764 741.5 1532 48% 

17 Lisa McLean 1762 407.5 808 50% 

18 Liz Fagerlund 1760 657 1249 53% 

19 Lawson Sue 1737 197.5 348 57% 

20 Nick Ascroft 1731 146 254 57% 

21 Denise Gordon 1728 571 1139 50% 

22 Marianne Bentley 1718 217 477 45% 

23 Pam Robson 1712 443.5 959 46% 

24 Glenyss Buchanan 1698 502 1065 47% 

25 Debbie Caldwell 1684 380.5 628 61% 

26 Lynne Powell 1670 776.5 1527 51% 

27 Peter Jones 1669 678 1372 49% 

28 Ann Hough 1666 389.5 790 49% 

29 Shirley van Essen 1664 278 530 52% 

30 David Gunn 1659 918 1837 50% 

31 Selena Chan 1655 181 309 59% 

32 Helen Sillis 1639 592 1164 51% 

33 June Mackwell 1628 513 1178 44% 

34 Janice Cherry 1617 285 539 53% 

35 Rosemary Cleary 1593 491 1054 47% 

36 Jennifer Smith 1588 623 1236 50% 

37 Joan Thomas 1586 577.5 1130 51% 

38 Ian Patterson 1580 126 215 59% 

39 Shirley Martin 1574 536 1013 53% 

40 Shirley Hol 1542 414 869 48% 

41 Murray Rogers 1542 358.5 688 52% 

42 Faye Cronhelm 1537 630 1254 50% 

43 Margie Hurly 1536 213 392 54% 

Rank Name Rating Wins Games % 

44 Frank Robinson 1513 150.5 290 52% 

45 Andree Prentice 1508 689 1346 51% 

46 Leila Thomson 1482 410 926 44% 

47 Maureen Holliday 1458 535 1036 52% 

48 Allie Quinn 1453 764.5 1579 48% 

49 Irene Smith 1443 62 112 55% 

50 Amelia Carrington 1440 202 339 60% 

51 Lynn Wood 1437 1071.5 2257 47% 

52 Rosalind Phillips 1431 251.5 477 53% 

53 Ruth Groffman 1430 295.5 583 51% 

54 Karyn McDougall 1413 537.5 1006 53% 

55 Ann Candler 1398 589.5 1250 47% 

56 Delcie Macbeth 1391 571 1079 53% 

57 Marian Ross 1374 358.5 714 50% 

58 Betty Eriksen 1367 754.5 1507 50% 

59 Lorraine Van Veen 1360 613 1216 50% 

60 Hazel Purdie 1357 644.5 1304 49% 

61 Jean O'Brien 1353 750 1467 51% 

62 Lyn Dawson 1345 275 493 56% 

63 Yoon Kim Fong 1335 349 663 53% 

64 Pam Barlow 1308 406 793 51% 

65 Glenda Geard 1306 751.5 1522 49% 

66 Doreen Ogston 1302 493.5 1029 48% 

67 Olivia Godfrey 1300 207 369 56% 

68 Roger Coates 1299 495 1056 47% 

69 Ella Rushton 1290 152 241 63% 

70 Steve Richards 1289 176 358 49% 

71 Kaite Hansen 1283 116 207 56% 

72 Vicky Robertson 1274 28 43 65% 

73 Margaret Cherry 1272 356 714 50% 

74 Margaret Flaws 1270 175 316 55% 

75 Lynn Carter 1270 278 510 55% 

76 Rhoda Cashman 1266 666 1391 48% 

77 Lyn Toka 1264 368 704 52% 

78 Sandra Stacey 1255 97 181 54% 

79 Roger French 1241 98 163 60% 

80 Samantha Samuels 1239 138 270 51% 

81 Pat Bryan 1228 78 134 58% 

82 Anderina McLean 1222 139 236 59% 

83 Mary Gray 1211 258.5 486 53% 

84 Geoff Vautier 1190 87 228 38% 

85 Marianne Patchett 1190 218.5 421 52% 

86 Allison Torrance 1179 223 410 54% 

NZASP Rankings list as at 3 March 2008 

Rankings 
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Rank Name Rating Wins Games % 

87 John Baird 1163 79 130 61% 

88 Katrina Allen 1162 51 84 61% 

89 Ernie Gidman 1147 250 496 50% 

90 Scott Chaput 1142 38 73 52% 

91 Su Walker 1117 580 1147 51% 

92 Margaret Bundock 1116 560.5 1180 48% 

93 Paul Freeman 1115 43.5 80 54% 

94 Connie Flores 1111 95.5 142 67% 

95 Chris Higgins 1111 47 67 70% 

96 Yvette Hewlett 1111 302.5 631 48% 

97 Liz Catchpole 1101 324.5 647 50% 

98 Elaine Moltzen 1100 429 860 50% 

99 Dianne Cole-Baker 1096 152.5 283 54% 

100 Gabrielle Bolt 1086 216 424 51% 

101 Colleen Cook 1072 155.5 312 50% 

102 Margaret Lyall 1072 370.5 754 49% 

103 Correne James 1067 556 1155 48% 

104 Shirley Wyatt 1066 389.5 839 46% 

105 Jean Boyle 1050 254.5 451 56% 

106 Barbara Dunn 1014 130.5 216 60% 

107 Carolyn Kyle 1010 402.5 824 49% 

108 Roger Cole-Baker 996 168 323 52% 

109 Carole Coates 981 425.5 867 49% 

110 Liz Richards 979 181.5 356 51% 

111 Sheila Reed 967 95 202 47% 

112 Nola Borrell 964 45.5 85 54% 

113 Karen Gray 963 84 149 56% 

114 Kate Wignall 961 616.5 1219 51% 

115 Heather Landon 947 135 274 49% 

116 Suzanne Frederick 938 99 178 56% 

117 Veronica Zilinskas 936 123 219 56% 

118 Shirley Morrison 935 67 146 46% 

119 Jan Evans 933 73 158 46% 

120 Roto Mitchell 930 392 771 51% 

121 Judith Thomas 926 53 118 45% 

122 Agnes Rowland 925 37 71 52% 

123 Michael Groffman 902 160.5 330 49% 

124 Yvonne MacKenzie 888 314 679 46% 

125 Chris Handley 883 249 475 52% 

126 Catherine Henry 880 241.5 450 54% 

127 Bev Edwards 876 46 78 59% 

128 Valma Gidman 875 520.5 1020 51% 

129 Joan Pratt 873 560 1074 52% 

130 Jo Ann Ingram 861 91.5 171 54% 

131 Thelma Chisholm 833 160.5 338 47% 

132 Chris Day 825 33 59 56% 

133 Gordon Pinchin 820 148 299 49% 

134 Jacqueline  

 Coldham-Fussell 812 409.5 848 48% 

Rank Name Rating Wins Games % 

135 Jena Yousif 804 202 417 48% 

136 Tim Henneveld 802 167.5 380 44% 

137 Jean Wacker 794 186 356 52% 

138 Dorothy Haining 769 441 892 49% 

139 Kathleen Mori-Barker 753 241.5 514 47% 

140 Annette Coombes 748 412.5 914 45% 

141 Olwen Skelton 744 443 923 48% 

142 Bernice Hyde 711 170.5 325 52% 

143 Judy Driscoll 687 9.5 43 22% 

144 Rosemary Wauters 683 71.5 142 50% 

145 Karen Miller 677 358 736 49% 

146 Janny Henneveld 664 173.5 380 46% 

147 Susi Nicholson 661 32.5 56 58% 

148 Linda Moore 649 44 87 51% 

149 Alison Holmes 638 76.5 142 54% 

150 Barbara Cornell 603 18 58 31% 

151 Elaine Ware 600 313 619 51% 

152 Anthea Jones 555 98 187 52% 

153 Marc Van Hoecke 533 45 99 45% 

154 Alison Vautier 531 27 86 31% 

155 Pauline Smeaton 514 225 444 51% 

156 Anne Scatchard 494 40 64 63% 

157 Pat Wood 492 37.5 76 49% 

158 Paula Gibbons 474 346 730 47% 

159 Suzanne Harding 465 67 142 47% 

160 Betty Wilson 461 247.5 485 51% 

161 Rahimah Abdullah 451 15.5 43 36% 

162 Margaret Durdle 435 145.5 302 48% 

163 Sue Mayn 431 76.5 217 35% 

164 Resie Coenen 404 219 523 42% 

165 Judith Bach 402 31 76 41% 

166 Ruth Godwin 377 25 99 25% 

167 Noelene Bettjeman 374 126 276 46% 

168 Ray Seddon 371 38.5 110 35% 

169 Margaret Hanson 355 414 852 49% 

170 Maria Barker 348 45 112 40% 

171 Jean Craib 345 267.5 584 46% 

172 Margaret Miller 343 56 152 37% 

173 Betty Sutherland 336 175 417 42% 

174 Lynn Thompson 332 71.5 155 46% 

175 Di Barritt 325 42 111 38% 

176 Jillian Greening 305 250.5 531 47% 

177 Bev Griffin 245 45 133 34% 

178 Anne-Louise Milne 179 26 184 14% 

179 Pat Stefferson 99 20 97 21% 
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Tournament results 
Wellington Club Tournament 

19-20 January 2008 

14 games 

 Name Club Wins Spread Ave 

Grade A 

1 Jeff Grant IND 11 1032 442 

2 Howard Warner IND 10 1465 476 

3 Joanne Craig CHC 10 559 421 

4 Glennis Hale IND 8 184 414 

5 Steven Brown KAP 7 -4 405 

6 Val Mills PAK 5 -630 381 

7 Glenda Foster WEL 3 -1329 364 

8 Ian Patterson DUN 2 -1277 368 

Grade B 

1 Liz Fagerlund MTA 11 567 408 

2 Paul Lister CHC 8 579 402 

3 Denise Gordon WAN 8 177 391 

4 Chris Hooks MTA 7 -120 379 

5 Glenyss Buchanan LOH 7 -125 392 

6 Ann Hough NEL 6 -316 377 

7 Rosemary Cleary WAN 5 -328 368 

8 Joan Thomas HAS 4 -434 371 

Grade C 

1 Murray Rogers NEL 11 802 419 

2 Frank Robinson WEL 8 535 403 

3 Leila Thomson LOH 8 187 395 

4 Jean O'Brien IND 8 -120 362 

5 Olivia En WEL 6 -89 384 

6 Andree Prentice WAN 5 -208 352 

7 Pam Barlow PAK 5 -427 376 

8 Lynn Wood WEL 5 -680 349 

Grade D 

1 Vicky Robertson WEL 9 352 384 

2 Betty Eriksen WAN 8.5 493 391 

3 Sandra Stacey WEL 8.5 -37 377 

4 Geoff Vautier WEL 8 358 389 

5 Su Walker MTA 7 146 382 

6 Katrina Allen NEL 5 -237 374 

7 Jean Boyle WAN 5 -405 359 

8 Carolyn Kyle DUN 5 -670 349 

Grade E 

1 Sheila Reed WEL 9 369 364 

2 Nola Borrell IND 9 316 358 

3 Suzanne Frederick WAN 9 214 371 

 Name Club Wins Spread Ave 

4 Agnes Rowland KAP 8 167 359 

5 Judith Thomas WEL 8 110 360 

6 Thelma Chisholm WEL 6 -157 341 

7 Judy Driscoll KAP 5 -574 321 

8 Karen Miller PAK 2 -445 348 

 

Pakuranga Club Tournament 

26 & 27 January 2008 

Day 1 

7 Games 

 Name Club Wins Spread Ave 

Grade A 

1 Howard Warner IND 7 831 466 

2 Rogelio Talosig NSB 4 146 390 

3 Andrew Bradley MTA 3 258 389 

4 John Foster NSB 3 28 391 

5 Steven Brown KAP 3 -176 388 

6 Glennis Hale IND 3 -185 377 

7 Val Mills PAK 3 -375 361 

8 Liz Fagerlund MTA 2 -446 370 

Grade B 

1 Scott Thieman MTA 5 109 385 

2 Sheila Green London  5 103 405 

3 Kris Saether MTA 4 363 428 

4 Lawson Sue PAK 4 98 401 

5 Chris Hooks MTA 3 -161 381 

6 Peter Jones HAM 3 -387 381 

7 June Mackwell NSB 2 -9 384 

8 Jennifer Smith HAM 2 -116 376 

Grade C 

1 Allie Quinn WRE 6 678 431 

2 Joan Thomas HAS 5 345 404 

Murray Rogers, B grade 

winner at Wellington 
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 Name Club Wins Spread Ave 

3 Shirley Martin HAM 5 319 384 

4 Lynn Wood WEL 3 150 393 

5 Margie Hurly WRE 3 -41 368 

6 Hazel Purdie MTA 3 -427 374 

7 Jean O'Brien IND 2 -236 356 

8 Irene Hague-Smith HAM 1 -789 301 

Grade D 

1 Rhoda Cashman HBC 5 266 386 

2 Faye Cronhelm IND 5 225 396 

3 Maureen Holliday HBC 4 129 396 

4 Lynn Carter NSB 4 8 365 

5 Betty Eriksen WAN 4 -172 360 

6 Lorraine Van Veen IND 3 289 404 

7 Roger Coates KIW 3 -157 385 

8 Delcie Macbeth IND 0 -588 335 

Grade E 

1 Anderina McLean MTA 5 390 387 

2 Mary Gray MTA 5 233 399 

3 Shirley Wyatt MTA 5 50 382 

4 Dianne Cole-Baker MTA 4 -38 376 

5 Su Walker MTA 3 39 371 

6 Pat Bryan MTA 2 -34 387 

7 Roger Cole-Baker MTA 2 -219 345 

8 Margaret Bundock HBC 2 -421 328 

Grade F 

1 Carole Coates KIW 5 429 402 

2 Liz Catchpole MTA 5 215 367 

3 Chris Higgins PAK 5 147 370 

4 Bev Edwards WRE 4 -160 340 

5 Kate Wignall MTA 3 -16 360 

6 Janni Henneveld ROT 3 -264 329 

7 Joan Pratt HBC 2 -216 359 

8 Tim Henneveld ROT 1 -136 335 

Grade G 

1 Cicely Bruce WRE 5 301 355 

2 Elaine Ware MTA 5 285 378 

3 Lynn Thompson WRE 5 44 348 

4 Bernice Hyde NSB 4 231 371 

5 Joan Rawlings PAK 4 153 353 

6 Suzanne Harding WRE 4 32 338 

7 Margaret Miller HBC 4 8 335 

8 Pauline Smeaton TGA 4 -30 329 

9 Anne Scatchard WRE 3 150 345 

10 May Meads PHC 2 -535 302 

11 Noelene Bettjeman PAK 1 -299 322 

12 Margaret Hanson PAK 1 -340 315 

Day 2 

7 Games 

 Name Club Wins Spread Ave 

Grade A 

1 Andrew Bradley MTA 7 527 430 

2 John Foster NSB 5 262 411 

3 Steven Brown KAP 4 139 419 

4 Howard Warner IND 3 479 468 

5 Glynis Jennings MTA 3 -96 402 

6 Glennis Hale IND 3 -599 362 

7 Rogelio Talosig NSB 2 -318 392 

8 Sheila Green London 1 -394 382 

Grade B 

1 Chris Hooks MTA 6 294 410 

2 Lawson Sue PAK 5 284 400 

3 Kris Saether MTA 4 15 385 

4 June Mackwell NSB 3 -3 383 

5 Liz Fagerlund MTA 3 -83 407 

6 Joan Thomas HAS 3 -213 388 

7 Jennifer Smith HAM 2 -49 397 

8 Peter Jones HAM 2 -245 370 

Grade C 

1 Maureen Holliday HBC 5 176 409 

2 Shirley Martin HAM 5 128 395 

3 Margie Hurly WRE 4 206 409 

4 Faye Cronhelm IND 4 78 388 

5 Allie Quinn WRE 4 54 380 

6 Ann Candler NSB 3 -207 373 

7 Hazel Purdie MTA 2 -258 393 

8 Jean O'Brien IND 1 -177 387 

Lorraine van Veen, D grade 

winner at Pakuranga day 2 
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 Name Club Wins Spread Ave 

Grade D 

1 Lorraine Van Veen IND 7 234 384 

2 Betty Eriksen WAN 5 168 400 

3 Roger Coates KIW 4 193 398 

4 Delcie Macbeth IND 4 81 376 

5 Rhoda Cashman HBC 4 35 369 

6 Pam Barlow PAK 2 -187 357 

7 Lynn Carter NSB 2 -211 368 

8 Ernie Gidman ROD 0 -313 362 

Grade E 

1 Chris Higgins PAK 6 224 379 

2 Anderina McLean MTA 5 160 412 

3 Dianne Cole-Baker MTA 4 73 361 

4 Margaret Bundock HBC 4 -32 357 

5 Roger Cole-Baker MTA 3 -108 356 

6 Su Walker MTA 2 223 390 

7 Shirley Wyatt MTA 2 -211 352 

8 Kate Wignall MTA 2 -329 337 

Grade F 

1 Joan Pratt HBC 5 254 329 

2 Bev Edwards WRE 5 195 321 

3 Valma Gidman NSB 5 175 325 

4 Bev Barker MTA 5 -105 295 

5 Janni Henneveld ROT 4 -48 298 

6 Tim Henneveld ROT 2 -217 274 

7 Cicely Bruce WRE 2 -247 298 

Grade G 

1 Bernice Hyde NSB 6 440 398 

2 Pauline Smeaton TGA 5 109 336 

3 Patricia Wareing PAK 5 -176 332 

4 Resie Coenen PAK 4 198 350 

5 Suzanne Harding WRE 4 187 344 

6 Noelene Bettjeman HBC 4 134 345 

7 Margaret Hanson PAK 3 -133 337 

8 Anne Scatchard WRE 2 -162 318 

9 Margaret Miller HBC 2 -224 302 

10 Lynn Thompson WRE 0 -373 297 

 

ACC Masters Games (Dunedin) 

2-3 February 

15 games 

 Name Club Wins Spread Ave 

Grade Anderson’s Bay 

1 Karyn McDougall DUN 10 762 413 

2 Ella Rushton DUN 10 -158 378 

3 Ian Patterson DUN 8 830 423 

4 Marian Ross DUN 7 -283 372 

5 Scott Chaput DUN 6 -499 373 

6

 Name Club Wins Spread Ave 

 Carolyn Kyle DUN 4 -637 371 

Grade Broad Bay 

1 Michael Groffman DUN 13 1461 398 

2 Karen Gray DUN 13 1260 402 

3 Marc Van Hoecke DUN 9 442 356 

4 Bev Allen DUN 5 -730 318 

5 Anne-Louise Milne DUN 4 -988 288 

6 Janet Williamson MTA 1 -1445 274 

Grade Sandfly Bay 

1 David Barnes SOC 12 690 326 

2 Geoffrey Bonser SOC 12 683 325 

3 Stephanie Pluck SOC 10 411 294 

4 Sandra Cowen SOC 6.5 -4 298 

5 Patricia Bonser SOC 2.5 -463 244 

6 Dorothy Dowling SOC 2 -1317 211 

 

Nelson Club Tournament 

23-24 February 

15 Games 

 Name Club Wins Spread Ave 

A Grade 

1 Paul Lister CHC 13 988 427 

2 Debbie Caldwell NEL 8 120 409 

3 Ann Hough NEL 8 -89 385 

4 Lynne Powell HBC 7 -458 380 

5 Shirley Hol CHC 5 -558 384 

6 Murray Rogers NEL 4 -3 384 

B Grade 

1 Andree Prentice WAN 10 643 392 

2 Irene Smith CHC 10 494 401 

3 Marian Ross DUN 9 513 403 

4 Betty Eriksen WAN 7 45 370 

5 Steve Richards NEL 6 -714 361 

6 Olivia Godfrey WEL 3 -981 355 

 

Karryn McDougall, Gold medallist 

ACC Masters Games 
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 Name Club Wins Spread Ave 

C Grade 

1 John Baird CHC 10 674 396 

2 Katrina Allen NEL 10 610 397 

3 Gabrielle Bolt CHC 8.5 -8 365 

4 Jean Boyle WAN 8 -68 374 

5 Margaret Lyall CHC 7.5 51 368 

6 Carolyn Kyle DUN 6 -298 366 

7 Liz Richards NEL 5 -385 363 

8 Jan Evans NEL 5 -576 348 

D Grade 

1 Maria Clinton NEL 11 268 350 

2 Tony Charlton NEL 10 399 365 

3 Alison Holmes CHC 10 337 360 

4 Iris Boulton NEL 5 -31 356 

5 Judith Bach CHC 5 -406 332 

6 Jean Craib CHC 4 -567 328 

 

Rotorua Club Tournament 

1-2 March 

13 games 

 Name Club Wins Spread Ave 

A Grade 

1 Howard Warner IND 11 1573 488 

2 Steven Brown KAP 11 914 450 

3 Helen Sillis NPL 9 103 394 

4 Val Mills PAK 8 143 407 

5 Shirley Martin HAM 7 -121 370 

6 Faye Cronhelm IND 7 -172 393 

7 David Gunn WKP 6.5 109 406 

8 Jennifer Smith HAM 6 153 390 

9 Janice Cherry IND 6 -56 391 

10 Andree Prentice WAN 6 -617 367 

11 Joan Thomas HAS 5.5 -185 386 

12 Allie Quinn WRE 3 -523 364 

13 Rosalind Phillips MTA 3 -589 373 

14 Amelia Carrington IND 2 -732 360 

B Grade 

1 Lynn Wood WEL 9 859 402 

2 Delcie Macbeth IND 9 624 416 

3 Betty Eriksen WAN 8 353 375 

4 Hazel Purdie MTA 7 544 413 

5 Olivia Godfrey WEL 7 117 398 

6 Lorraine Van Veen IND 7 -44 380 

7 Margaret Flaws TGA 6 57 392 

8 Lynn Carter NSB 6 15 388 

9 Roger Coates KIW 6 -267 373 

10 Margaret Cherry PAK 6 -319 360 

 Name Club Wins Spread Ave 

11 Glenda Geard IND 6 -377 377 

12 Lyn Toka KIW 5 -236 375 

13 Rhoda Cashman HBC 5 -484 369 

14 David Bragg IND 4 -842 357 

C Grade 

1 Anderina McLean MTA 11 1219 413 

2 Su Walker MTA 9 281 388 

3 Liz Catchpole MTA 9 245 375 

4 Ernie Gidman ROD 9 220 383 

5 Elaine Moltzen KIW 8 485 388 

6 Barbara Dunn TGA 7 199 373 

7 Jean Boyle WAN 7 122 376 

8 Kate Wignall MTA 6 -61 357 

9 Carole Coates KIW 6 -345 366 

10 Shirley Morrison TGA 5 81 373 

11 Suzanne Frederick WAN 5 -645 359 

12 Roto Mitchell WAN 4 -373 345 

13 Chris Day TGA 3 -767 337 

14 Jena Yousif KIW 2 -661 358 

D Grade 

1 Catherine Henry TGA 9 468 382 

2 Valma Gidman ROD 9 347 373 

3 Merv Fendall ROT 8 462 365 

4 Tim Henneveld ROT 8 118 355 

5 Jacqueline  

 Coldham-Fussell KIW 7.5 -99 367 

6 Jean Wacker TGA 7 136 351 

7 Olwen Skelton ROD 6.5 65 364 

8 Annette Coombes WKP 6.5 -4 353 

9 Richard Cornelius ROT 6 46 337 

10 Bernice Hyde HBC 6 -67 375 

11 Linda Moore ROD 5 -194 324 

12 Philippa Medlock ROT 5 -360 328 

13 Janny Henneveld ROT 4.5 -431 331 

14 Shirley Brake ROT 3 -487 335 

E Grade 

1 Allison Maclean ROT 11 728 359 

2 Anthea Jones KIW 10 566 362 

3 Pauline Smeaton TGA 9 378 342 

4 Anne Scatchard WRE 9 161 321 

5 Maggie Bentley ROT 8 302 340 

6 Ray Seddon TGA 7 365 344 

7 Kaye Hubner TGA 7 243 334 

8 Maria Barker WKP 6 323 345 

9 Bev Griffin TGA 5 -160 310 

10 Antonia Aarts MTA 5 -262 311 

11 Jeannie Lambert ROT 1 -1497 252 

12 Iris Hodgson ROT 0 -1147 268 
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NZ Scrabble Records 
Tournament Level  Club Level  Record 

Score Player (Club) Score Player (Club) 

Highest Game Score 717 Mike Sigley (WAN) 763 John Foster (MTA) 

Highest Losing Score 513 Jeff Grant (HAS) 521 June Mackwell (MTA) 

Highest Drawn Game 487 Lynne Wood (WEL) &  

Debbie Caldwell (NEL) 

482 Margaret Warren (HAS) &  

Jeff Grant (HAS) 

Highest Single Turn 221 Sheryl Davidson (PAK) 

Lisa McLean (IND) 

Jeff Grant (IND) 

347 Neil Talbot (WEL) 

Highest Single Turn Non– 

bonus 

135 Ruth O’Neill (NPL) 261 John Foster (MTA) 

Highest Combined Score 1078 Howard Warner (CAP) &  

David Lloyd (MTA) 

1106 Dawn Kitzen (PHC) &  

Chris Hooks (MTA) 

Largest Winning Margin 493 Mike Sigley (WAN) 577 Peter Sinton (DUN) 

Highest Take– off 54 Lisa McLean (IND) 68 Andrew Bradley (MTA) 

Most Bonus Words (3 Game 

Session) 

  14 Jeff Grant (IND) 

Highest 3– Game Aggregate — — 1805 Nigel Richards (CHC) 

Most Consecutive Bonus 

Words 

5 Allie Quinn (NSB) 5 John Foster (MTA) 

Patrick Carter (MTA) 

Most Bonus Words in Game 

(1 person) 

6 Nigel Richards (CHC) 

Yvette Hewlett (IND) 

7 Jeff Grant (IND) 

Most Bonus Words in Game 

(2 people) 

8 Mike Sigley (WAN) &  

Glenyss Buchanan (LOH) 

Nigel Richards (CHC) &  

John Foster (IND) 

8 Dawn Kitzen (PHC) &  

Chris Hooks (MTA) 

Highest Average Single 

Tournament (Any Grade) 

 

584 

 

Nigel Richards (CHC) 

 

— 

 

— 

New Zealand Masters (23 Games) 

Most Games Won Jeff Grant (HAS) 21 (1993, 1997), Mike Sigley (WAN) 21 2002 

Highest Aggregate Nigel Richards (CHC) 11,103 (1999) 

Most Bonus Words Nigel Richards (CHC)  61  (1998) 

Highest Spread Howard Warner (MTA) +2410 (2000) 
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www.scrabble.org.nz 

Contact Information 

Clubs  

(Nth to Sth) 

Contact 

Person 

Phone Meeting 

Day/

Time 

Meeting Place 

Whangarei (WRE) Bev Edwards 09 430 2832 Thurs 1pm Markwick House, 1 Norfolk Street 

Rodney (ROD) Linda Moore 09 425 4959 Mon 1pm Totara Park, Warkworth 

Hibiscus Coast (HBC) Joan Pratt 09 426 4521 Mon 1pm Orewa Community Centre 

Nth Shore Bays (NSB) Marge Dalzell 09 478 6248 Tues 10am Campbell’s Bay Methodist Church Hall 

Mt Albert (MTA) Kate Wignall 09 625 0147 Fri 7.15pm Mt Albert Bridge Club rooms 

Pakuranga/Howick (PAK) Jeanette Owler 09 534 4453 Tues 12.30pm 

Thurs 7pm 

Highland Park Community House, 47 

Aviemore Drive, Highland Park 

Papatoetoe/Holy Cross (PHC) May Meads 09 278 5155 Mon 1pm 64 Fairview Rd. 

Hamilton (HAM) Jillian Greening 07 843 7652 Tues 7pm Hearing Association, 40 Wellington St. 

Kiwi (KIW) Elaine Moltzen 07 843 5108 Thurs 7pm Beerescourt Bowling Club 

Waikato Phoenix (WKP) Annette Coombes 07 855 9970 Alt Weds 7pm 

(ring) 

St Aidans Hall Lounge, Heaphy Tce. 

Mt Maunganui /Papamoa  

(MMP) 

Ngaire Steel 07 542 1035 Alternate 

Wednesdays 

 

Tauranga (TGA) Maureen McBain 07 576 2191 Tues 9.00am Tauranga Bridge Club, 252 Ngatai Rd. 

Tokoroa (TOK) Lesley Edgeler 07 886 8374   

Waitara (WTA) Trixie Neil 06 754 8745 Wed 1.00pm  

New Plymouth (NPL) Lynne Butler 06 755 2134 Saturday Ring Lynne 

Pukekura (PUK) Mary Waite 06 757 8654 Thurs 9.45am 11 Gilbert St., New Plymouth 

Stratford (STR) Sharon Clarke 06 765 5653   

Hastings (HAS) Yvonne Wilson 06 878 8229 Tues 1pm  

Wanganui (WAN) Rosemary Cleary 06 347 1837 Mon 7pm Cosmopolitan Club 

Masterton (MAS) Hilda Scott 06 378 2663   

Lower Hutt (LOH) Glenyss Buchanan 04 569 5433 Tues 7.30pm  

Kapiti (KAP) Graeme Brown 04 297 0720 Mon 7pm Ring Graeme 

Wellington (WEL) Lynn Wood 04 387 2581 Tues 7pm 5 Tully St., Kilbirnie 

Nelson (NEL) Steve Richards 03 544 0475 2nd Wed of mth Ring Steve for details 

Christchurch (CHC) Margaret Lyall 03 332 5963 Fri 6.45pm 

Wed 12.45pm 

Sydenham Community Centre 

Dunedin (DUN) Chris Handley 03 464 0199 Tues 7pm Caversham Presbyterian Church Hall, 61 

Thorn St., Caversham 
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