
Journal of the New Zealand Association of Scrabble® Players 

in this issue...

No. 107 
Winter 2012

SCRABBLE AROUND NZ * AGM MATTERS AND REPORTS * KNOW MORE THAN 
ONE ABC * Y NOT PLAY THESE WORDS * WHEN A WORD IS DISALLOWED *  
ASK LIZ * ALFRED BUTTS AND OTHER SCRABBLE FATHERS * NEW RECORDS * 
SCRABBLE FOR YOUNG PLAYERS * DUNEDIN YOUNGSTERS

www.scrabble.org.nz

Howard’s win this year was his 6th National title and his 101st win in  

a rated tournament in New Zealand since his first win in Hastings in 1998.  

So far this year, he has won all eight tournaments he’s entered.  

He’s also won three tournaments in Australia, the first in 1990. 

Our 2012 Champion  
Howard Warner

Previous wins at  
National Championships:

1999, 2003, 2005, 
2006, 2011



�	 FORWORDS WINTER 2012

NZASP EXECUTIVE

Scrabble is a registered trademark of JW Spears & Sons, England, under licence in New Zealand to Mattel (NZ) Ltd

President
Val Mills
11 Lanark Place 
Glenn Innes, Auckland 1072

Phone: 09 528 9737

Email:   
valerie@gibbs-mills.co.nz

Vice president 
Ruth Groffman
4 Wycolla Ave 
St Clair, Dunedin

Phone: 03 455 1777

Email:   
ruthgroffman@hotmail.com

Secretary 
Frances Higham
9 Holden Place 
Papatoetoe, Auckland 2025

Phone: (09) 278 4595

Email:  
jambo@actrix.co.nz

Treasurer 
Clare Wall
7 Endeavour Street 
Lyall Bay, Wellington 6022

Phone: 04 387 4050

Email:  
scrabble.clare@gmail.com

Web Master 
Glenda Foster
1 Walters Street, Avalon, 
Lower Hutt, 5011

Phone: 04 567 1590

Email:  
fostergb@ihug.co.nz

in this issue...
Scrabble around NZ

Club news	 14

Battle of the Gorge	 15 

Opononi openings	 16-17

Mt Albert Memorial	 18

Youth Scrabble

Dunedin youngsters	 8-9

Youth Scrabble report	 10

Scrabble for young players	 11-12

AGM

AGM matters and President’s report	 6-7 

Youth Scrabble report	 10

Words

Word history	 5

Real life words	 13

Double-ups	 20

Know more than one ABC	 20-21

Hall of fame	 22-23

Y not play these words	 27

Strategy and rules

Awesome play	 37

When a word is disallowed	 30

Ask Liz	 34-35

General

100 tile challenge	 13

Pub quiz story	 24

Scrabbler produces own games	 25-27

Alfred Butts’s birthday	 30

Other fathers of Scrabble	 32

Manipulated history	 33

Using words	 33

Words with age	 36

Book review	 38
New records (again) 	 39-42

Also: Humour 5, 15, 28, 31, 33, 35, 36, 
37; Brain power and challenges 9, 10, 
15; Mailbox 19-20; Twenty years ago 24; 
Overseas news 28; Who’s playing Scrabble 
29; Tournament Calendar 39; Solutions 39; 
Rankings 43-44; Tournament results 45-51; 
Contact information 2 and 52.



FORWORDS WINTER 2012	 �

From the editor                
Jennifer Smith

Quite a few readers said they enjoyed the 

story of the pub quiz Scrabble question 

where my team had to decide the value  

of the Q and the P when I wasn’t there.  

I have two more pub quiz/Scrabble stories 

for you this issue. 

Recently, when I was actually present, 

we were asked: Which word is not on the 

official Scrabble list: AA, OO or MM? 

I immediately went up to the quizmaster 

[quizmistress*, actually, but that’s not in 

our word list], and said, “All those word 

are acceptable in Scrabble.” She looked 

doubtful, so I said, “I’ve been playing 

competitive Scrabble for 17 years, and I 

assure you they are all words.” She still 

looked nonplussed so I felt compelled to 

add reassuringly, “I really do know — I’m 

ranked in the top 25 New Zealand.” 

Well, of course, she felt she had to 

accept that, but it presented her with a 

problem as to what to do about it. She 

announced to the whole room, “A Scrabble 

player tells me that all those words are 

correct, so you’ll just have to tell me which 

word the person who set the quiz thinks 

is the wrong word.” Fair enough. Good 

solution.

MM had been acceptable on the M-word 

list the other week [read about that in 

the second pub quiz/Scrabble story on 

page 24], and I thought AA was perhaps 

commonly known as stuff that comes out 

of a volcano, so I settled for OO as the odd 

one out. Correct. Whew!

But then that terrible self-doubt crept 

in. “I suppose OO is a Scrabble word?” 

I scribbled down a couple of word grids 

forming OO words. They looked strange. 

How awful would it be if OO was a dud? 

— especially after saying where I was ranked 

(wish I hadn’t!). I imagined other teams 

coming back next week with the embarrass-

ing evidence that I had been wrong. So at 

half time, I sent an anxious text off to Pam 

Robson: “Is OO an OK word”. “Yes” came 

back instantly!

Next morning I rang Pam to explain why 

I’d sent that text. She said she’d guessed I 

was at quiz, so she had replied very quickly. 

(No doubt, thinking I was cheating, which I 

wasn’t!). I told her how I’d started doubting 

myself. 

She laughed and said, “Funny that. After 

I’d sent off my reply, I suddenly thought, I 

hope it is a word . . . Is it a word? And in the 

end, I had to get out my word list and check.”

Self doubt is a terrible thing. I’m sure all 

of us have had a moment like that, just as 

we’re about to play a very familiar word. 

I wonder if that ever happens to Nigel 

Richards? Perhaps with an eight-letter 

word, but never a twosome, I’m sure!!

[When he heard my story, John Foster 

suggested that the quiz compiler may have 

been using the American OSPD (Official 

Scrabble players Dictionary). Well done, 

John. OO means wool of sheep or goats in 

our dictionary, but it’s not a valid word in 

USA tournaments using the OSPD.]
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From our president               
Val Mills

There have been plenty of tournaments to 

keep us busy over the past few months. 

Firstly, the Wellington and Mt Albert 

Memorial Tournaments in March, followed 

by the Dunedin Open, the Masters, the 

inaugural Hokianga tourney and Kapiti 

all on successive weekends in April. The 

South Island Champs were in early May 

and then there was a little break leading up 

to the Nationals. 

As much as I would have loved to, I was 

not able to attend the South Island tourna-

ments, and much to my disappointment, 

I did not make the cut for the Masters 

this year, but I did manage to get to the 

other tournaments – Kapiti for the first 

time. Much fun and hilarity (amongst the 

times for remembrance) was had at the Mt 

Albert Memorial Tournament which fell on 

St Patrick’s Day. The spot prizes were all 

related to this and maybe I shouldn’t have 

tried so hard to win the first one as it meant 

I had to sport a charming green beard for 

the rest of the day. 

The Hokianga tournament was different 

as well, with all competitors staying in the 

hotel/motel complex that Debbie Raphael 

works and lives in. Play was suspended on 

Saturday afternoon and those that wanted 

to had lunch out at a local café, visited 

an amazing puzzle shop and maze, had 

afternoon tea in a cliff top café overlooking 

the harbour and then enjoyed a walk to 

the south headland. Play resumed for the 

evening after dinner.

I’d like to thank all those who attended the 

Nationals and who made it so successful. We 

missed all of you that couldn’t make it. A good 

number from the south island were there and 

congratulations to the Christchurch Club for 

winning the club challenge and to Howard 

being the National Champ — excellent results! 

It was great to see the way everyone pitched 

in, helping out where necessary and providing 

wonderful morning and afternoon teas.

Most of you will know by now that Liz 

Fagerlund resigned (after three years of 

trying to) at the AGM and it was great to 

see that three people responded to the call 

for a new secretary. The position was won 

by Frances Higham from the Papatoetoe 

Scrabble Club and we welcome her to the 

executive. 

Things however will not be the same 

without Liz. She has given 11 continuous 

years of service on the executive both as 

President and Secretary and the Association 

has been more than well served by her. Not 

only did she do the job of secretary but she 

willingly took on other jobs as well, such as 

organising airfares and accommodation for 

numerous World Cups and Trans-Tasman 

challenges. She has often been the liaison 

person for the Association for these 

tournaments, she has kept track of trophies, 

sourced tiles, helped keep the constitution 

up to date and generally been the person to 

ask when anything needed to be done. The 

association would not be where it is today 

without you Liz, and we all thank you. 	
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Word history

Lyn Toka, Kiwi

The editor wondered if any of us had a 

word that we linked to another player.

The first time I fronted up to the 

Hamilton Scrabble Club all by myself it 

was with great trepidation as I did not 

know what to expect in standard of play 

or warmth of welcome. (I’m sure most 

first-timers feel the same.)

After a warm welcome, my very first 

game was against Carole Coates and she 

played TAENIAE.

“What does that mean?” I asked 

(predictably).

“I’ve no idea,” she replied, “But it’s easy 

to remember. Just say TIE AN EASY KNOT 

IN AUNTIE’S ELASTIC.”

I thought I had memorised it correctly, 

but I caused great hilarity a few weeks later 

by playing TAENIAN* – reciting “TIE AN 

EASY KNOT IN AUNTIE’S KNICKERS!” 

Wrong! But I think of Carole every time I 

see that word.

Liz has been made a Life Member.

And just to end with, its always fascinating 

to me to see what Scrabble players actually 

do when not playing Scrabble — recently it 

was my pleasure to attend a concert with my 

mother at which Howard Warner was accom-

panying a soloist, on the piano; when I get my 

Sunday paper the first thing I turn to is the 

Syllabic puzzle, created by Jeff Grant; I was 

given a book for Christmas and on the inside 

cover read that the cover and book design 

had been done by Katy Yiakmis; I played 

POSAUNE at the Hokianga Tournament but 

Debbie didn’t think it was at all unusual as 

she plays one herself (look it up). 

Sometimes we forget that all our 

Scrabble buddies have a life outside of 

Scrabble but that we have been brought 

together by our love of the game which in 

Alex Leckie-Zaharic’s words he loves as he 

“gets to play all these weird words that you 

would never be able to use otherwise”. 

With winter upon us, what better time 

than this is there, to get together and 

try some of them out. Happy scrabbling 

everyone.
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AGM matters
This article gives a summary of the 

main outcomes of our 2012 AGM. For full 

details, please read the official minutes of 

the meeting.

New member of Executive
The only new person on the 

executive is Frances Higham, from 

Papatoetoe/Holy Cross, who has 

taken over the secretary’s job from 

Liz Fagerlund. Her contact details are 

listed in the front of Forwords. Please 

try to remember we have a new Secretary, 

and not automatically contact Liz!

2013 tournaments
•	 Nationals 2013 will be in Christchurch 

The Woolston Working Mens Club 

rooms has been booked as the venue.

•	 Masters 2013 will be hosted by 

Whangarei.

Change to the financial year
From 2013, the financial year of the 

Association will begin on 1 January and end 

on 31 December each year. The 2013 levy 

will be due in April, and the amount will be 

adjusted to cover the 9 months. Thereafter 

affiliation fees will be due by January — the 

Association will send out a reminder to 

Clubs about November.

Honoraria removed
Until now, $1000 has been divided among 

committee members as honoraria. This has 

now been removed. Instead, the NZASP, at 

their discretion, will pay the Nationals entry 

fees for those people with extensive duties.

New method of voting at 
Management Meetings

The Management Committee will consist 

of the Executive plus one voting member 

from each registered club plus all current 

Independent members, and the vote of the 

Club voting member will be weighted to 

include all affiliated members of that club 

at the date of the management meeting. 

This means that Clubs will need to discuss 

remits beforehand, and instruct their 

representative on how to vote. 

(The Club vote cannot be split.) 

New rule about leaving the 
playing area during a game

A player must obtain the 

Tournament Director’s permission 

to leave the playing area during a game. 

The player wishing to leave must complete 

a turn except for drawing replacement tiles, 

and while the player is absent the opponent 

may complete a turn except for drawing 

tiles, and then neutralise the clock. The 

tournament director will rule on restarting 

the clock or the game being forfeited if the 

player is absent for an extended time or 

unable to return to complete the game. In an 

emergency, a player may leave the playing 

area without obtaining permission, in which 

case, the opponent must alert the tourna-

ment director immediately. Supervision of 

the players who leave the playing area is at 

the discretion of the tournament director. 

Possible lifetime titles
The Association will consider a system 

of awarding “Grand Master” (GM) and 

“Expert” (Exp) titles to people on the 

New Zealand rating and ranking lists, to 

recognise consistent high-rating perfor-

mance over a continuous period, and set a 

benchmark for all players to aspire to.

Actual lifetime title
Liz Fagerlund was given life membership 

of the NZASP in recognition of her many 

years of service, in various roles, particu-

larly as President and Treasurer.
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This is Val Mills’s first president’s report 

[slightly abridged], which she presented 

at the 2012 AGM meeting in June.

We have had 388 members for the last 

financial year — this includes independent, 

life and ordinary members. A few of 

our members have passed on, and we 

remember Roz Lister. Thelma Chisolm, June 

Ward and Rebecca Freeth — each contrib-

uted in their own way and is sadly missed.

Thanks
Firstly to the Scrabble executive: Liz, 

our secretary for the last seven years 

(that is, since 2005), and who was the 

president before that from 2001 — that’s 11 

continuous years on the executive; Clare, 

who keeps track of who has paid what and 

makes sure there is enough money to run 

the Association; Glenda, the web master, 

record keeper and tournament helper; 

Ruth with her innovative ideas on passing 

on the Scrabble bug to kids; … [and] Steven 

Brown our ratings officer.

Who doesn’t look forward to the next 

Forwords magazine? A huge thanks to 

Jennifer, the Editor, for putting together 

such an interesting read, with interesting 

input from herself as well; Vicky with her 

artistic layout and design skills; and Lynn 

Wood for getting it out to us all. Please 

encourage your club members and friends 

to subscribe, to ensure the continuation of 

this fab rag.

And finally, thanks to those club 

members and others who organise 

President’s Report               
Val Mills

tournaments … [and] to all of you who are 

involved in running clubs.

Highlights
The World Champs in October in Poland: 

our team was made up of Nigel Richards 

(1st), Howard Warner (26th), Joanne Craig 

(34th), Blue Thorogood (47th) and Lynne 

Butler (88th) out of a field of 106. The 

creditable performance of our team means 

we gain an extra person for our team in the 

next words champs.

The Word Youth Scrabble Champs were 

held in Malaysia in December. For the first 

time New Zealand had an entrant, Alex 

Leckie-Zaharic from Dunedin. Alex came 

42nd in a field of 84, a fantastic result for 

his first foray into international Scrabble.

A highlight for me in any year is 

attending a first tournament run by a club. 

This year it was the Hokianga tourney in 

Opononi, run by Debbie Raphael — what an 

amazing location and fabulous tournament.

Your membership
Lastly, I would like you to think about 

what has been special for you in the last 

year of playing Scrabble. Maybe you have 

played your first tourney, or in a grade that 

you have never reached before, maybe 

you have made it onto the first page of the 

NZ rankings, maybe you have won 100 NZ 

tournaments, or maybe like me you have 

played your 2000th tournament game … 

whatever it is, we all have something to be 

thankful for in being part of the Scrabble 

family, and I thank you all for making it so.
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Youngsters at the Dunedin 
tournament

How nice to see all these happy new and 

YOUNG faces at the Dunedin tournament.

Alex Leckie-Zaharic with Ruth Groffman, 

who is rightly proud of all her talented and 

keen protégées.

Corey Symons

Joseph ArayaKate Truman
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Scrabble contest no. 107
Your challenge this time is to solve the 

following “clueless” crossword. All 8-letter 

words are allowed in Scrabble.

The winner will receive a book prize.

Send entries by mail or email to:

Jeff Grant, ‘Ardra’, 1109 Allenby Street, 

Hastings, 4122.

Or: ardra@clear.net.nz

Closing date is 26 August 2012.

Solution: context no. 106
Lyn Toka (Kiwi) and Leila Thomson 

(Lower Hutt) both found EQUATES/

SHIPPIES for 113 points. However, Joan 

Thomas (Hastings) and Val Smytheman 

(Papatoetoe/Holy Cross) saw the possibility 

of extending GUES to SQUETEAGUES 

(spiny-finned Atlantic fish) for 116.

First name out of the hat was Val. Well 

done!

Brain power

J

G W

Q

H

F
Tim Barnham

Sam Thompson
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Youth Scrabble report 

This is Ruth Groffman’s report [slightly 

abridged], which she presented at the 

2012 AGM meeting in June.

Even though I have been running 

Scrabble for Fun (SFF) for the last ten 

years, with some ups and downs, we at 

last found someone worthy to represent 

New Zealand in the World Youth Scrabble 

Championships, Alex Leckie-Zaharic. As 

well as playing in the Singapore Open, and 

the Causeway Challenge against adults, 

he did us proud in the WYSC by achieving 

42nd place against 84 players. Not bad for 

his first WYSC!! He has gone on to play in 

tournaments in Dunedin and Christchurch, 

winning grades in each one. He is certainly 

our star and is shooting for the top.

However, after last year’s SFF, we now 

have 3-4 young kids who regularly attend 

our club nights (they go home earlier at 

9pm) and play in our Club tourneys. And 

they are so enthusiastic.

I have sent letters to other libraries 

throughout New Zealand for expressions of 

interest in AFF and am awaiting replies.

The good news is that, as the result of 

Alex and me being interviewed on Close 

Up, Whitcoulls sought me out and donated 

$500 to Alex to help him on his way at the 

Championships last year.

Earlier this year on one of my Auckland 

visits, I met with Helene Marshall, the 

Educational Marketing Manager of 

Whitcoulls and we discussed running SFFF 

in Auckland. Last month, after meeting 

with her store managers, Helene emailed 

me to say that three Whitcoulls stores 

in Auckland want to give SFF a go in 

September this year.

I will be looking for people to help 

me organise SFF in Auckland, so please 

contact me for more information and offers 

of help.

I am not sure that we will be able to 

represent New Zealand at this year’s WYSC 

[In Birmingham, UK] due to lack of funding. 

We have done sausage sizzles, which are a 

lot of work but not enough return. Our next 

SFF will take place at the end of August. 

At the beginning of September Karen 

Richards from Australia will be coming to 

Dunedin to conduct Scrabble workshops 

for interested SFF kids and anyone else 

who cares to attend. We will also have a 

fundraising no-frills tourney in Dunedin on 

3 September. Karen and her son Alastair 

will be playing at this tourney and your 

attendance would be very welcome. 

However, if you cannot personally attend, 

your contribution in lieu of attendance to 

the NZASP Youth Fund would be very much 

appreciated.

Thank you to all who have donated in 

the past. I thank you from the bottom of 

my heart for helping to continue on the tra-

dition of this wonderful game of Scrabble.

Seriously hard challenge
What is the one word that, when added 

as a prefix to all the words listed below, 

forms a new word, most of them (but not 

all) compound words?

BEAK(S), LIFE/LIVES, LIN(S), LING(S), 

NESS, PACE(S), PIPE(S), TIME(S), TONE(S), 

TRACK(S), and SERIOUSLY. 

Seriously! 

Answers on page 39.
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Scrabble for young players

Karen Richards, Chair,  

Youth Committee, WESPA

This two-part article was first published in 

the Pakistan Association’s newsletter, and 

Karen has kindly allowed us to reproduce 

it in Forwords. Last issue, she talked 

about her son Alastair’s introduction to 

Scrabble and his progress to a world class 

player. This issue, Karen talks about her 

own role in world Scrabble, of promoting 

it to youngsters, and encouraging them in 

their chosen interest.

Part II
Watching Alastair grow up with Scrabble, 

I realised there must be many intelligent 

children who would enjoy it as much as he 

did, if they only knew about Scrabble. Thus 

began my mission to bring Scrabble to the 

world of youth. 

WESPA (World English-language 

Scrabble Players Association) was formed 

in 2003. When they called for nominations 

to the main WESPA committee in 2005, I 

grabbed the opportunity, proposing that I 

take on the Youth Portfolio. This surprised 

some of the committee members, until I 

reasoned that one of the aims of WESPA 

was to increase the number of players 

worldwide, and the youth market was a 

whole untapped field. 

Where should I start? It seemed an 

enormous task — convincing youngsters 

that Scrabble is fun, in an era when it was 

seen as a game for old people to play 

around the kitchen table. I was forced 

to rapidly learn the complexities of the 

internet, to connect with players from all 

countries, even through u-Tube.

I spoke with Cheah Siu Hean (president 

of Singapore Scrabble) who had a small but 

thriving group of young players competing. 

He offered good advice, such as “they like 

to have their peers playing as well” and 

“they like to have a target person to beat”. 

In his case, of course the target was Cheah 

— and I have since set myself up as a target 

for many children! 

Cheah also said the best way to get 

children to reach a high standard of play 

was to include them in adult tournaments. 

I agreed with this, but thought that young 

players might also like to have something 

to call their own — an event where they 

didn’t have to play older people, and could 

prove just how good they are, amongst 

their peers. Cheah asked me how this 

would work, since he had just told me that 

they learn best by playing adults!

I suggested that, if we ran a World Youth 
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Scrabble Championship, young players 

would use competition against their local 

adults to prepare them for the youth event 

— everyone laughed at the concept of using 

adult tournaments to practise for the “big 

event”, WYSC. However, this is how it has 

transpired over the last six years. The 

standard of play in WYSC is higher each 

year, and so it should be — people between 

the ages of 10 and 20 have the best 

memory capacity they will have in their 

life. This is why it is exciting to see so many 

young players taking up Scrabble — the 

words they memorise now will stay with 

them for life, as will the joy of competing.

In 2006, we held the first WYSC in 

Australia (50 players from 9 countries). 

Thailand had been training young players 

for over 20 years, so they were the best 

team overall. Cheah’s small Singaporean 

contingent also performed very well as a 

team. No other countries displayed any 	

real strength in their teams (merely a 

few good individual players). Since then, 

Malaysia has increased the number 

and strength of their players such that 

they have one of the strongest youth 

contingents in the world, due to a massive 

campaign to have Scrabble in schools 

— they even use Scrabble in their university 

entrance applications.

Other countries who had no young 

players are now working hard to encourage 

and train youth — Pakistan, South Africa, 

Philippines, New Zealand, India, etc. We 

are making Scrabble KEWL for young 

people. This has been helped by internet 

applications, such as Scrabble Worldwide 

(Facebook) and ISC (International Scrabble 

Club). It was just a matter of time before 

some young players started to ask, “Why 

should the oldies have all the fun?”

Some countries take Scrabble very seri-

ously. Thailand has long been encouraging 

children to excel in Scrabble. Charnrit won 

WYSC 2008. He was then offered a place 

in the best university in Thailand, and a 

scholarship as well — all because of his 

impressive performance in WYSC, and the 

honour it brought to Thailand.

When promoting Scrabble to teachers 

and parents, I emphasise that it improves 

mathematical computation, problem-

solving, logic, and of course word 

knowledge. Scrabble is a complex “game” 

which requires planning strategic moves 

well ahead, calculating probabilities, and 

developing techniques to improve one’s 

memory. Competing in tournaments taught 

Alastair to concentrate intensely for long 

periods (the longest tournament we played 

was seven days — the UK Open in January 

2011). It takes stamina to concentrate for 

such a long period, and physical fitness is 

really important. Hence I always encourage 

young players to combine their academic 

work (or Scrabble playing) with an intense 

exercise programme if they want better 

results.

Those are the things I tell parents and 

teachers about Scrabble. If I am talking to 

young people, all I need to say is, “It’s fun!” 

Thousands of young people are discover-

ing that for themselves. In countries like 

Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand, most 

players are under 25. Youngsters are 

taking over completely, including running 

tournaments for the few older players 

who are still brave enough to pit their wits 

against the younger generation.

Roll on progress! May I still be playing 

young people when I am 95 years young.
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100 tile challenge
In the last Forwords, readers were issued 

the challenge of writing a short story or 

a poem using exactly the 100 letters of a 

Scrabble set. Jeff says this challenge has 

been done before. He composed this effort 

in 1995 before the London World Champs.

AT OUR NEXT ELITE

MAJOR CHAMPIONSHIP

WE FEATURE EVERY

GOOD-SIZED NATION

IN QUEST OF A

VAGUE IDEALITY:

WORLD SCRABBLE KING.

(Blanks are E and T)

	 Jeff Grant, Independent

Lyn Toka, Kiwi, sent the two pictures on 

the right. The first represents the Hamilton 

tournament of 2011 (note the reference 

to the traditional Quiz), and the other, 

“Wordsters Allied”, shows NZ’s top 10 

Scrabblers.

Real life words
Paul Lister, Christchurch

I had just finished my laps at the Pioneer 

Swimming Pool and saw my friend Sam in 

the changing room. We started chatting 

and as we talked I noticed he was about to 

wear a Scottish kilt. He said he was going 

to attend a ‘kaylee’ that evening where 

they would do Scottish and Irish dancing 

and singing.

“How the hell do you spell ‘kaylee’ 

then?” I asked. Sam replied he had no idea. 

Then the lightbulb flashed in my head. 

What Sam knew well and spoke of but 

didn’t know how to spell was a word I 

knew how to spell but not pronounce — the 

infamous Scrabble showoff word CEILIDH! 

It’s so nice when you come across such 

a word in real life. I think if you had to 

guess the spelling of the word, CEILIDH 

wouldn’t figure in your top 100 guesses of 

the spelling!

Not quite so impressive but still up 

there was the VOIP sign I saw outside an 

Internet/computer joint when I was driving 

from Howick to Sandringham on my way 

to the Nationals. (It’s a system for convert-

ing analogue signals to digital so that 

telephone calls can be made over 	

the internet.)
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Rodney

100th tournament win!
In our first tournament for three and 

a half years, we were privileged to have 

Howard Warner win his 100th New Zealand 

tournament! In doing so, he averaged an 

impressive 502 points over the seven 

games, with a highest game score of 631 

and highest word score of 149. Well done 

Howard — your father would have been 

proud of you. (Howard’s-father, Gerald, was 

the founder of the Rodney Scrabble Club.)

We had a lovely day with glorious 

sunshine, great food, a wonderful hamper 

from New World — won by Rhoda Cashman 

— lots of prizes and, of course more 

importantly, good games. 

Also it was Chris Guthrey’s birthday, so 

naturally there was a big cake made by 

Julia Schiller, and singing! 

As they say, a good day was had by all!

Janetta Reitsmay

Howard with Janetta Reitsmay

Club News

Christchurch

Newest Scrabble star
A much younger Nigel Richards has 

emerged in Christchurch. Is there some-

thing in the water? Seven and a half year 

old Lewis Hawkins was inspired to further 

his love of words after he saw the televised 

programme of Alex-Leckie Zaharic talking 

about his success in gaining a place in the 

World Youth Championships.

This delightful young man is currently 

playing Christchurch Club members on 

Saturday afternoons and is just loving it

Margaret reports that he plays quite 

fast and plays many unusual words 

His mother says that he has word lists 

everywhere (sound familiar?). A list of V 

words is pinned up in the toilet. His family, 

somewhat perplexed, ask what is sowpods?

Lewis will attend the youth tournament 

and  coaching sessions in September in 

Dunedin.

Chris Guthrey
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Battle of the Gorge 2012
Kevin Edgeler, Rotorua

Heather presents Maggie with the trophy

The annual Battle of the Gorge between 

the Tauranga and Rotorua Scrabble Clubs 

took place on 11 May. In the previous three 

encounters, Rotorua hadn’t managed to 

capture the trophy but were determined to 

give it a good crack this year.

Family Scrabble
A non-Scrabbling friend sent me 

this cartoon, hoping it wasn’t too 

obscene for our mag. He asked if we 

Scrabblers would play something 

innocuous like OSTRICH, or whether 

we’d play the obvious rude word.

I told him most of us would play 

CLITORIS for the extra 50 points, 

saying a cursory, “Sorry about that” 

as we placed the letters.

However, if you are feeling prudish 

— or (more likely) wanting to show off 

your word knowledge — you do have 

a choice of two other words using a 

letter on the board (one of which is an 

anagram of CLITORIS), and another 

playable 7-letter word using the letters 

on the rack. Do you know them? 

Answers on page 39.

Beware the Scots!
Why do they call it a kilt?

Because a lot of people got kilt when they called 

it a skirt.

The team was led by Maggie Bentley 

who secured six wins from seven games. 

Lesley Edgeler with five wins, Kevin 

Edgeler and Tim Henneveld with four wins 

ably assisted her. All other members of 

the seven-strong team chipped in to give 

Rotorua the overall victory, resulting in 28 

games to 21 and the honour of having their 

name engraved on the trophy.

Ruth Godwin did a great job of 

organising the event and Tim and Janny 

Henneveld who hosted the event in their 

home, contributed to a great day of 

competition.

Heather Landon of Tauranga was 

Tauranga’s leading player, also with six 

wins. 

No doubt Tauranga will aim to win the 

trophy back again next year when it is their 

turn to host the event.

This always happens to me in family 
scrabble games.
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Afternoon tea was at another cafe, high 

up, with a panoramic view of the Hokianga 

harbour. The more energetic Scrabblers 

walked to the lookout on South Head and 

the others headed off to do their own 

thing. Scrabble resumed at 6.45 pm and we 

played three more games before collapsing 

into bed.

Sunday morning, we played four games 

before lunch. Debbie had organised a 

catered lunch and it was both delicious and 

generous. We then played the last three 

games of the tournament and prize giving 

was at 4 pm. Debbie and Brian had written 

their own computer programme and it 

worked beautifully. 

The prizes were all local crafts and 

produce carefully chosen by Debbie. We all 

sat outside in the sun while she announced 

the winners.

Prize giving over and several people 

headed home. Those staying Sunday night 

dined enjoyably at one large table at the 

Copthorne Omapere, which has an exten-

sive deck overlooking golden sand dunes 

and the harbour entrance. 

Thanks to Debbie and Brian for the 

incredible amount of work and organisa-

Opononi openings
Suzanne Harding, Whangarei

The first Hokianga Tournament [28 

players] organised by Debbie and Brian 

Raphael was a delight.

Brian manages the motel and all avail-

able units were occupied by Scrabblers. 

The overflow stayed at the Opononi Hotel 

immediately below the motel.

Debbie had a fun evening prepared for 

us on Friday night: a spelling bee, a quiz 

and speed Scrabble. All going on at the 

hotel, good-natured and noisy, with the 

locals around us and rugby on the giant TV 

screens. 

Both mornings, the games started at 

8 am. On Saturday we played five games 

and the optional lunch at a local cafe 

was followed by a visit to the fascinating 

Waiotemarama Puzzle Shop and Labyrinth 

[maze] down a remote gravel road. The 

owner, a giant of a man, produces his own 

puzzles and also stocks masses of others, 

imported from all around the world. The 

adjacent maze contained 16 letters which 

were written down and sorted to solve a 

three-word anagram. 
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The results sheets were a work of art

tion required to produce the tournament. 

They had completely stripped one large 

motel unit of ALL its furniture. Chairs and 

tables borrowed from the hotel were carted 

up the hill by trailer and arranged in each 

room. A and B grades had a bedroom each 

and C and D shared the lounge/dining area. 

The Raphael’s home (another unit) was 

Howard Warner, winner of the A grade, with 

organiser Debbie Raphael

Val Mills’s 2000th game was played against 

Su Walker

open for tea breaks and toilet use, as some 

of our accommodation was further down 

the hill. 

There may, or may not be, another 

Hokianga Scrabble Tournament but those 

who attended the 2012 tourney were 

privileged indeed.

Debbie talking to the C and D grades

B Grade
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Rosalind Phillips, winner of the “Kiss me, 

I’m Irish” prize. Organisers Howard Warner 

and Liz Fagerlund look on.

Leighton Gelling, winner of 

the Green Tea spot prize.

Hazel Purdie, winner of the 

Brussels Sprouts spot prize.

Scott Thiemann, obviously very happy with 

his Guinness spot prize.

Katy Yiakmis, winner of the Irish hat spot 

prize.

Chris Higgins, winner of the 

Potatoes spot prize.

Mt Albert Memorial  
tournament

Because the tournament was 	

held on St Patrick’s Day, all the spot prizes 

had an Irish theme.
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Mailbox
Joan Thomas asks about the word 

QIRSH, which is not allowed in Scrabble. 

According to the Random House Dictionary 

(2nd ed, 1986) and information on the 

Net, qirsh (with variant forms qursh, 

girsh, etc.) is a coin and monetary unit of 

Saudi Arabia, being one 20th of a riyal. 

It was formerly also a coin and fractional 

monetary unit of several Middle Eastern 

and North African countries (including 

Egypt).

So there seems no reason why our 

dictionaries can’t include qirsh.

The Chambers Dictionary and Oxford 

English Dictionary both list NHANDU as 

a variant of NANDU, the rhea, or South 

American ostrich. Alternate forms include 

NANDOO, NANDOU and NANDOW.

NANDU is also the genus name for 

various tarantula spiders. I suspect most 

Scrabblers only become aware of the 

word through the NHANDUS/UNHANDS 

anagram pair.

Jeff Grant, Independent

The edible Scrabble tiles (Forwords 106) 

probably are expensive to produce. Why did 

the manufacturers not take the trouble to 

get the correct value of the tiles?

A couple of years ago, Forwords 

contained articles on distribution and 

values in other languages, but I couldn’t 

find any of the pictured values there either. 

Anyone else know of a language that uses 

those values?

Lyn Toka, Kiwi

[Good spotting, Lyn! I wonder how many 

of us looked at that pic and didn’t notice 

the anomally? I certainly didn’t. — Ed.]

I am intrigued to know how Markus 

Loke managed to play the 13 letter 

word CRENELLATIONS at the Causeway 

Challenge. I wonder if anyone recorded 

what was on the board and what was on his 

rack when he completed the word?

I am assuming that he got a bingo and 

he must have played through more than 

one other word to get this one down.

Joan Thomas, Hastings

I deeply appreciated the stunning job 

done by the Auckland team in organising 

our recent Nationals; great food, efficient 

management of both days and fabulous 

venue with plenty of well priced accom-

modation nearby. Thank you for all the 

months of planning to bring this event to 

such a successful fruition.

After the Nationals, my niece collected 

me and took me to meet her partner, a 

young dentist. He already had the board 

out and we proceeded to have a great 

game, despite my playing a full day’s 

Scrabble in the tournament. He asked me if 

I had used Scrabble as an Oracle. I had, and 

wondered what form his divination took. 

He said a group of friends had dug into 

the Scrabble bag, emerging with random 

tiles and then tried to make a sentence 

or phrase. Remarkably, they quickly saw 

unity in creation ... don’t you just love the 

diversity of this fab game!!

I recently interviewed two soldiers who’d 

worked for the United Nations. They were 

often in compounds in war-ravaged coun-

tries and said Scrabble became a favourite 

game with some enthusiastic competition. 

One player, who’d regularly lost, suddenly 

started beating all contenders and after a 

few weeks of harassment as to why his play 
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had improved so drastically, he confessed 

to downloading two and three letter words 

from the internet and studying them at 

night. It wasn’t long before the others had 

their own lists and the game dramatically 

improved for everyone. It provided an 

insight for me into how Scrabble helped 

create a bridge for them to communicate in 

such a stressful situation.

Happily the soldiers have befriended me 

and we now enjoy regular games here on 

Banks Peninsula.

Kaite Hansen, Christchurch

Double-ups
Jeff Grant, Independent

In my game against John Foster at the 

Masters tournament in Wanganui at Easter, 

John started with JAG, and I then played 

JAGG/GUFF. John followed with VACCINE 

through the A of JAG. The layout looked 

like this: 

	 J

V	 A	 C	 C	 I	 N	 E

	 G

	 G	 U	 F	 F

When I mentioned the three sets of 

doubled consonants, John said, “If you 

play a word with double Q, I’ll challenge it.” 

He obviously knows that there is no such 

word allowed in Scrabble. However, words 

containing QQ do exist in other references:

HOOQQA	 variant of hookah, an oriental 

pipe. [Oxford English Dictionary]

RIQQ	 an Egyptian tambourine. 

[Musical Instruments Dict.]

ZAQQUM	 a tree with bitter fruit men-

tioned in the Koran. [Webster’s 

2nd Ed.]

Know more than one ABC
There will be lots of familiar words in 

the following lists, but did you realise what 

they meant?

Hebrew alphabet
This is a list of the various spellings of 

Hebrew characters allowable in competi-

tion Scrabble. All pluralise with an S except 

RESH(ES).

ALEPH, ALEF

BETH, BET

GIMEL

DALETH, DALED, DALEDH, DALET

HET, HETH, KET, KHETH

WAW

ZAYIN

TETH, TET

YOD, YODH, YEDE, YEAD, YEED

KAPH, KAF, KHAF, KHAPH

LAMED, LAMEDH

MEM

NUN

SAMEKH, SAMEK, SAMECH

AYIN

PE, FE, FEH

SADHE, TSADI, TSADE, SADE, SADI

QOPH, KOPH

RESH

SHIN

TAV

Greek alphabet
The Greek alphabet is used extensively 

in the English language as a source of 

symbols. This is especially so in the 

sciences, where many Greek letters 

have developed standard meanings. For 

example, DELTA is often used to denote a 

change in a quantity (eg distance).

There are 24 letters in the Greek 

alphabet, and these are listed in the follow-

ing table, where the most common spelling 
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is given. They all pluralise with S.

In addition to the symbols listed above, 

the following obsolete Greek letters, 

referred to as EPISEMONS, are used to 

represent numerals:

DIGAMMA or VAU (= 6)

KOPPA (= 90)

SAMPI or SAN (= 900).

Old English
The following characters were used in 

Old English:

ETH

THORN

YOGH

WYNN

SCHWA

ENG

ALPHA

BETA

GAMMA

DELTA

EPSILON

ZETA

ETA

THETA

IOTA

KAPPA

LAMBDA

MU

NU

XI

OMICRON

PI

RHO

SIGMA

TAU

UPSILON

PHI

CHI

PSI

OMEGA

Alphabet fun
And now for a bit of alphabet fun. 

You can, with some use of proper names 

and loan words, create a complete silent 

alphabet for English. This is John Higgins’s 

silent alphabet:

A as in BREAD

B as in DEBT

C as in INDICTMENT

D as in HANDKERCHIEF

E as in GIVE

F as in HALFPENNY

G as in GNAW

H as in HOUR

I as in FRIEND

J as in MARIJUANA

K as in KNOW

L as in CALM

M as the first M in MNEMONIC

N as in AUTUMN

O as in PEOPLE

P as in PSALM

Q as in COLQUHOUN (a Scottish 		

	 surname)

R as in FORECASTLE

S as in ISLAND

T as in CASTLE

U as in GUARD

V as in MILNGAVIE (a Scottish place 	

	 name)

W as in WRONG

X as in SIOUX

Y as in PEPYS

Z as in RENDEZVOUS

So now you know your ABCEE (yes, it’s a 

Scrabble word), or ABSEY.

Other letter-related words 
You probably all know QWERTY, the 

word for the usual keyboard layout. It was 

developed by Christopher Sholes in the 

early 1870s. He placed common two-letter 

combinations on opposite sides of the 

keyboard so mechanical keyboards of 

the time wouldn’t jam. The standard PC 

keyboard layout was invented by Mark 

Tiddens in 1982.

But do you know AZERTY? It’s an 

alternative or unconventional keyboard 

layout, used in France, Belgium and some 

African countries.
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HARUMPH! HARRUMPH!! Hello.

I was born in Africa, in the French 

Sudan, in 1861, and taken to France as 

a youngster. I worked in the Jardin des 

Plantes zoo there, and in 1865, when I was 

just four years old, I packed my trunk (lol) 

and moved to the London zoo, where I was 

enormously popular. That could be because 

I actually was ENORMOUS!

I had a GIGANTIC appetite. By the time 

I was seven, I was eating 200 pounds of 

hay, one barrel of potatoes, two bushels of 

oats, 15 loaves of bread, a slew of onions 

and several pails of water every day. I 

also consumed a gallon or two of whiskey 

per day when my keeper felt my health 

warranted it.

The name I was given by my keeper, 

Matthew Scott, was JUMBO. It may or 

may not have been an African word for 

elephant, or it could have been derived 

from the term mumbo-jumbo, which had 

been used in Britain for a hundred years. 

Or perhaps it was from the Swahili 	

word for chief, or from an African word 

meaning “hello”. 

Anyway, the semantics are irrelevant, 

because, amidst great controversy, 	

I was sold for $10,000 to the American 

showman P T Barnham in 1882, and he 

made energetically sure that whatever 	

its origin, my name JUMBO meant BIG! 	

I was to star in “The Greatest Show 	

on Earth”.

Hall of Fame  
(or infamy)
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There was a huge outcry when I was 

sold, particularly from children who had 

visited London Zoo and ridden upon 

my COLOSSAL back — Queen Victoria 

received more than 100,000 letters asking 

her to intervene. But sold I was, and a 

handler was hired to move me. However, I 

did my best to stop the transfer by staging 

“lie-ins” in the middle of the road rather 

than enter the wagon crate meant to carry 

me to the docks. Finally, my long-time 

trainer Matthew Scott persuaded me 

to enter the crate. It took a team of ten 

huffing horses to hoist me aboard a barge, 

and I was ferried to a waiting British 

steamship. 

When I arrived in New York on 9 

April 1882, crowds of people watched as 

several circus horses and elephants rolled 

my carriage to the Hippodrome (which 

later became Madison Square Garden). I 

appeared there for many months, before 

touring the United States and Canada by 

railroad with the Barnum and Bailey Circus.

I was a HUGE success in the US. 

Advertisers rushed to feature me in posters 

and packages helping to sell everything 

from baking powder to laxative. One ad 

showed me feeding the Castoria laxative 

to a baby elephant — ridiculous — who has 

ever heard of a constipated elephant in 	

the wild?

I was looking forward to advancing my 

career in advertising but, sadly, I died 

three years after I arrived in America, on 

15 September 1865, while crossing railroad 

tracks in St. Thomas, Ontario. I was 

trying to save Tom Thumb, another much 

younger elephant who was in danger of 

being hit by the unscheduled express 

locomotive. Tom Thumb was scooped up in 

the cow catcher and flung from the tracks, 

but I was trapped when the train derailed, 

and was crushed by the flying wreckage. 

I had MASSIVE injuries, and 150 people 

were required to haul my IMMENSE body 

up an embankment. (Well, I had reached 

a height of 11.5 feet, and weighed 6.5 tons 

by then!)  See the picture opposite.

As I lay dying, I could see Matthew was 

grief-stricken, so I reached out to him and 

pulled him to me with my trunk He’d been 

good to me, and was a constant in my life. 

He comforted me until I died.

My death was a great loss to Barnum’s 

show, but he never missed an opportunity 

to make money — my stuffed hide and 

skeleton continued to travel with The 

Greatest Show. Eventually, my skeleton was 

donated to the Museum of Natural History 

in New York, my heart to Cornell University, 

and my stuffed hide to Tufts University 

where I was displayed until destroyed by a 

fire in 1975.

But my name was in the language to 

stay. 

Think of me when you play JUMBO for 

lots of points with your J, dear readers, but 

never make the mistake of thinking I was 

called Jumbo because I was big! It was the 

other way around. I was the first JUMBO-

sized anything. It was because of me you 

have JUMBO shrimps, JUMBO hamburgers, 

and JUMBO jets. The plural is JUMBOS 

— totally unnecessary word, I reckon, 

because there was only ever one of me.

My name is even used as a rather 

clumsy verb. They JUMBOISE (or –IZE) 

a ship by enlarging it with prefabricated 

sections.
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Twenty  
years ago

John Foster, Independent

My selection from Forwords 

27 is a list of alterations to the 

2,3 and 4 letter words then 

allowed in Scrabble. I think this 

would have to have been our 

very first significant dictionary 

change since the advent of 

organised Scrabble in New 

Zealand. 

Note how modest the 

list seems in comparison 

to the mega-lists that are 

regularly foisted upon 

us nowadays. Note also 

that, of the total of five 

deletions, only one, 	

NOIR, has since been 

reinstated, and the only 

addition to have been subsequently 

deleted is KEV*. 

Compare that to the current crop of 

compilers who happily create words like 

Another pub quiz story
Jennifer Smith, Hamilton

The next time I had to miss our pub quiz 

night (because of a relative’s birthday), 

my team had to list ten two-letter words 

containing an M that are acceptable in 

Scrabble. 

I was shocked to hear afterwards that 

they’d only got seven right. How could 

they get any wrong?! — M pairs with every 

vowel, fore and aft, except for IM*, and with 

MY, that makes 10, without worrying about 

MM and HM. 

But no, they thought outside the square, 

and cleverly decided MR* and MS* would 

be OK.

[Come to think of it. I wonder how long 

before MS does become acceptable — after 

all, it’s not an abbreviation for anything.]

GRENZ*, FIFI* and NICKY* in one edition 

only to delete them in the next.
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Scrabbler produces own games

It all began with a fateful question: 

“Mandy, we like games so much, why 

don’t we invent some?” Just over a year 

later, Scrabbler Julia Schiller and business 

partner Amanda Milne are introducing 

not just one, but two of their inventions, 

having learnt much about food styling, 

animal habitats, blind testing, technologi-

cal tools and marketing along the way.

Early days
Both women are fans and collectors of 

Euro-style games such as Settlers of Catan, 

Carcasonne, Small World and Dominion, 

where players often have to cooperate 

as well as compete and no one is ever 

eliminated from play until an end point is 

reached. The games usually have great 

aesthetic and tactile appeal as well.

Once they got started the momentum 

just seemed to snowball. Late nights 

poring over card and tile designs and 

many iterations of ideas happened very 

quickly.”Playing the games with strangers 

and realising they were working and folk 

were really enjoying them was almost as 

big a buzz as designing them,” Amanda 

says. That was when they knew they were 

on to something good and decided to set 

up the company.”

They christened their company SchilMil 

Games, using a piece of both of their last 

names.

Julia and Mandy each had one to 

midwife through design, testing and 

production, although each partner made 

unique contributions to each game.

Food styling…and eating
Julia’s special baby is Raid the Pantry, a 

cooking-themed card game for 2-4 players 

or two teams of two. Some in the Scrabble 

community have had sneak previews of it, 

and a few even helped to play test it. 

Julia (left) and Mandy

The idea of the game is to collect 

ingredient cards to ‘cook’ the recipes on 

your dish cards and score points. There 

are dishes from over a dozen cultures and 

cuisines, everything from Julia’s native 

American clam chowder to Polish pierogi (a 

great bingo word), Japanese tempura and 

Kiwi pavlova (another). 
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To get the photographs needed for 

the ingredient and dish cards, the women 

literally cooked up a storm, beginning 

with a marathon photography session 

involving Mandy’s expert photographer 

partner, John, that resulted in over 20 

photos. Other needed photos were secured 

over the following few months. Julia’s 

teenage son was even recruited to pose 

for the “Dumpster Dive” card, which allows 

players to retrieve a needed ingredient 

from the discard pile. And of course the 

tasty delicacies that resulted never went to 

waste, with the duck à l’orange and mango 

lassi proving to be favorites.

Tuatara, tarsier and macaque
Komodo is the other new SchilMil Game. 

It is based on the premise that an asteroid 

is bound for the South Pacific and players 

are zoologists attempting to create a 

sanctuary for the imperilled animals. 

Players can opt to play competively or 

cooperatively as they lay multi-colored 

terrain tiles to build the board as they 

go. For example, the fur seal requires 15 

contiguous blocks of water. Wild cards spice 

up play by helping or hindering efforts. The 

game is named for the animal requiring the 

largest amount of land, the komodo (not a 

Scrabble word) dragon, and includes exotic 

and familiar animals from east of biology’s 

Wallace Line such as Sulawesi’s spectral 

tarsier, a Fijian lory, and the Australian emu 

and koala. Like Raid the Pantry, Komodo is 

for 2-4 players.

Design, testing and manufacture
Julia and Amanda did much of the 

design work themselves. While photo-

graphs and artwork were being secured 

and card, tile and box designs finalized, the 

games underwent extensive playtesting. 

Blind testing is the last phase of testing, 

and involves lending the prototype to a 

family or other group of people to play 

following the written directions only. Both 

games were play tested by over 60 people 

of all ages. 

Manufacturing options were researched, 

and they soon learned that there are 

no playing card manufacturers in all of 

Australasia (perhaps an asteroid took them 

out). Using a Chinese games manufacturer 

was the most economical choice, and the 

designs and specifications were dispatched 

in a final burst of effort just before 

Christmas.

Adventures in marketing
While waiting for their first shipment, 

Julia and Amanda kept busy getting their 

website and company Facebook page 

launched and developing a few other ideas 

for new games. Mr K, the komodo dragon, 

has become a company mascot. He is 

the lead character in a series of cartoony 

promotional films where his love for beer, 

women and meat lead him astray. 

Julia says technology has been such a 

help, from creating the movies to setting 

up an online store with currency conver-

sions built in.

Now you can raid the pantry and save a 

komodo dragon 

Copies of the games were raffled off 

at Nationals. Congratulations to Elaine 

Moltzen who won Raid the Pantry and Ros 

Phillips who won Komodo.
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Don’t miss out on your chance to play; 

both games are available now at a growing 

list of retailers. Check out www.schilmil-

games.com for more details. Also, SchilMil 

is offering NZASP members free shipping 

on orders to New Zealand addresses. 

Arrange your order by contacting Julia at 

julia@schilmilgames.com. This offer expires 

on July 31.

World record attempt
A Scrabble expert’s attempt to break a 
world record ended in failure — when he 
fainted with dehydration.

Raymond Tate, 55, of Glasgow, Scotland, 

was trying to set the highest-ever score for 

the word board game in one day. He was 

attempting the challenge with Scrabble 

player Craig Beevers, who is ranked ninth 

in Britain, for charity.

He had played 130 games in 15 hours 

and was on track to hit his target of 162,172 

points when he suddenly fell ill. His wife 

Julie, 50, said: “He’d stood up to stretch 

his legs when he started to sway and fell 

backwards with a thud.” He was taken to 

hospital in an ambulance.

The pair began the game at 10am on 

Saturday in front of friends, family, a live 

internet stream and a team of invigilators. 

They had completed 130 boards, and had 

already achieved 104,000 of the 162,171 point 

target when play was abandoned at 1am.

Raymond is believed to have collapsed 

because he was fasting for the Jewish 

Passover festival, and was dehydrated. He is 

also a diabetic. Invigilator Tom Clark said last 

night: “Dehydration is not something that most 

board game players have to worry about.”

Raymond also tried to break the record 

last year but fell short of the target by 

10,000 points. 

Y not play these words?
YABBA	 large Jamaican earthenware or 		

	 wooden vessel

YABBY	 small freshwater crayfish

YAFF	 to bark like a snarling dog

YAGER	 nineteenth century rifle

YAHRZEIT 	 Jewish remembrance of the first 	        	

	 anniversary of someone’s death

YAKHDAN	 box for carrying ice on a pack 	 	

	 animal

YAKOW	 crossbred from a male yak and 	 	

	 domestic cow

YALE	 mythical animal in heraldry

YANTRA	 geometrical diagram used as a 	 	

	 meditation aid

YAPOK	 opossum of South America

YAPP	 limp leather cover overlapping 	 	

	 edge of a book

YARDANG	 ridge formed by wind erosion

YARDLAND	 unit of land = 30 acres

YARMULKE	 skullcap worn by Orthodox 	 	

	 Jewish men

YARPHA	 peat

YATAGHAN	 long curved knife or sabre

YATE	 species of eucalyptus tree

YAUTIA	 root crop of West Indies, like a 	 	

	 yam

YEALING	 person of the same age

YEGG	 a burglar of safes

YELM, YEALM	 	

	 a bundle of straw used 		 	

	 for thatching

YEUK, YUKE	to itch

YEX	 to hiccup, belch or spit

YONDERLY	 absent-minded

YOUNKER	 a young person

YOWIE	 a little ewe

YPERITE	 mustard gas

YRNEH	 unit of reciprocal inductance

YUFT	 Russian leather
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Overseas 
News

Australia
 Australian Championships

1.	 Andrew Fisher, VIC

2.	 Alastair Richards, QLD

3.	 Richard Jeremy, ACT

Plate

1.	 Janine Whittaker, NSW

2.	 Margaret Berliner, NSW

3.	 John Salmon, WA

Malta
Two international tournaments attracted 

over 100 high-ranked players from 14 dif-

ferent countries, including USA, Australia, 

South Africa, UAE, Romania, Northern 

Ireland, Ireland and Israel. 

European Scrabble Championship

1.	 Mikki Nicholson, England

2.	 Graig Beevers, England

3.	 Sin Hean Cheah, Singapore

Our own Joanne Craig was placed sixth, 

with a massive spread of +2018 — second 

only to the overall winner. She was the only 

New Zealander in the field.

Maltese participants Cecil Muscat 

and Nicky Vella Laurenti placed first and 

second respectively in Class B, while in 

Class C Nuala O’Rourke (N. Ireland) was 

first and Englishman Dave Hoskisson was 

second.

Malta International Open Championship

1. 	 Chinadu Okwelogu, Nigeria

2. 	Sin Hean Cheah, Singapore

3. 	 Evan Cohen, Israel. 

Nigeria
National Scrabble Championships, held 

in Ajuba in August, 60 players

1. 	 Peter Moses, Akwa Ibom State 

2. 	Saheed Tayo,Ogun State

3. 	 Balogun Rasheed, Oyo State

Pakistan
Ishtiaq Chisti Memorial Scrabble 

Tournament 

The event, which was held to com-

memorate scrabble player Ishtiaq Chishti, 

featured a total of 50 players. Chishti was 

the oldest player in the world to represent 

Pakistan at the age of 69 during the World 

Championship in 2003.

1.	 Waseem Khatri, defending champion 

2.	 Inayatullah 

3.	 Yasir Jamshed 

Trinidad
The Minister of Education attended 

the First National Schools Scrabble 

Tournament in Trinidad, where the playing 

of Scrabble in schools is encouraged to 

promote literacy among the nation’s youth. 
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Who’s playing Scrabble

Norman and Gwen Staveley, 
UK

An elderly couple is lucky to 

be alive after their ceiling col-

lapsed on them as they played 

Scrabble. Norman Staveley, 83, 

and his wife, Gwen, 85, were 

playing the board game at their 

west Hull home when the ceiling 

caved in on top of them. The 

house was built in 1923.

Mr Staveley was thrown 

from his chair by the force of 

the collapse but managed to lead his wife, 

who was recently discharged from hospital 

following a hip operation, to safety through 

the ruins of what was once their library. He 

said: “Without warning, the roof fell on us. 

It knocked me out of my chair and I was 

flung to the floor against the electric fire. 

I got a cut on the forehead and a knock 

on the head.“Fortunately, Gwen was not 

harmed at all.”

But their Scrabble board was damaged 

in the collapse. The Mail, which reported 

the story, has replaced their board game.

Irish football team
The team heading to Poland for the 

Euro 2012 tournament will have Connect 

4, Scrabble and darts provided in their 

accommodation to help prevent boredom.

An alleged murderer, Canada
Mark Lindsay, who is being held in 

custody in Alberta on an unrelated 

second-degree murder charge, has been 

charged with aggravated assault after 

allegedly stabbing his cellmate twice 

in the same eye at Kamloops Regional 

Correctional Centre during a game of 

Scrabble — once with a pen and once with 

a pencil. His cellmate was left blinded in 

one eye.

Andy Murray, English tennis star
Tennis ace Andy Murray just hates 

to lose — even when it comes to playing 

Scrabble with his girlfriend. The super-

competitive Scot even went online to boast 

about trouncing Kim Sears at the game. 

He uploaded a pic of his winning game and 

tweeted: “Hernias. Always good to finish 

off the game with a 7 letter 88 pointer to 

beat the missus.” [Not so good to finish 

a game of tennis with HERNIAS, though! 

–Ed.]
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What to do if your opponent 
has a word disallowed

Philip Nelkon, UK

The first thing to do is to jump for joy; with 
club players averaging 25 points a move 
you’ve been handed a considerable advan-
tage. However, you now have knowledge of 
your player’s letters and you need to use 
this information as much as you can

Consider your options. Very often the 

word that is disallowed involves a bonus 

play as players are more willing to risk 

something if they know they are going to 

score 60 points plus. Have a look around 

the board and calculate whether there are 

alternative bonus positions for the letters 

that have been played. 

Maybe there’s only one option; in that 

case you should probably play defen-

sively and block it. Likewise if there is one 

position that gives away a much higher 

score than others. Did the play involve a 

high scoring letter? If so, then consider 

where else that can be played. However, 

if there are several other places available 

where a relatively easy high score play 

can be made then it’s best to think more 

laterally about the information you have.

Think about how, armed with the 

information about your opponent’s letters, 

you can make that work for you. Maybe the 

opponent’s best play will open up a good 

scoring place for you or you can force him 

to play in a particular place. 

Alternatively, you may see where he is 

likely to play his next move. In that case you 

may want to make an opening elsewhere 

on the board that he is unable to utilise but 

which works well for you on your next turn. 

A simple example would be if you have an S 

on your rack and you know he doesn’t, then 

opening up a triple words score with a word 

that can be pluralised may be the best play.

In the situation where there are seven or 

fewer letters in the bag, then knowing your 

opponent’s letters gives you a huge clue as 

to what’s left in the bag. 

Say there are six letters left. For you 

it’s possible to calculate what those letters 

are, whereas your opponent only knows 

that you have seven out of the 13 letters 

still unseen. This should help you plan 

the endgame better or will considerably 

increase the probabilities of success if you 

decide that fishing for a particular letter or 

number of letters to make a high scoring 

play on the next move is the best option.

A word of warning, you need to consider 

the above possibilities but don’t overthink 

them. You could waste a lot of valuable 

time working out all of the likely scenarios 

only to find that you can’t do much to stop 

them anyway.

- from Scrabble Club News (UK)
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Celebrating Alfred Butts’s 
birthday 
Many American newspapers paid  

tribute to the inventor of Scrabble on  

13 April, the birthday of Alfred Butts.  

The day is celebrated annually as 

National Scrabble Day.

The New York Times said that 

Scrabble’s big break came when Macy’s 

started carrying it; no less a personage 

than the Queen Mum bought a set at Saks 

during a 1939 visit to New York; and the 

chess clubs of the West Village of the 

1950s established the finer points of its 

rules. Then the level of play started to 

really explode. (Think of it as the time when 

players went from spelling “cat” to “khat.”)

The writer, David Bukszpan, went on 

to say that New York is rife with playable 

Scrabble words. So queens is playable. 

So is manhattan, the cocktail. The words 

Bronx, Brooklyn and Staten are all illegal, 

but broncs (broncos) works.

Players down under the Manhattan 

Bridge overpass will be pleased to know 

that dumbo (a fool) is playable. And 

Mermaid Avenue residents can take pride 

that coney is another word for rabbit. Then 

there’s sheepshead (the fish). Yankees is a 

no-no, but yanquis (Americans) works. 

board was made in 1948.

The game’s popularity mounted in 1952 

as it met high demand, and has since 

become a staple in households across the 

world. 

Today, the game has two forms. The 

classic board game is still widely popular, 

but “Words with Friends” has swept 

smartphones and social media sites. The 

digital game incorporates the same rules 

and procedures, but can be played from 

any location on electronic devices.

Their reporter, Emma Koonse, pointed 

out that National Scrabble Day is also 

National Peach Cobbler Day, Thomas 

Jefferson Day, and the 20th anniversary of 

the Great Chicago Flood.

The Christian Post reported that 

Alfred Mosher Butts created the game in 

1938 but called it Criss-Crosswords. Many 

established game manufacturers rejected 

Butts’ idea, but after meeting gamer and 

entrepreneur James Brunot and making 

refinements to the game, the first Scrabble 

English as she’s spoked
- sent in by Helen Sillis, New Plymouth

If lawyers are disbarred

and clergymen defrocked,

then . . .

electricians should be delighted,

musicians denoted,

cowboys deranged,

models deposed,

and dry cleaners decreased or 	 	

	    depressed.

While we’re at it . . .

bedmakers should be debunked,

bulldozer operators degraded,

organ donors delivered,

underwear designers debriefed,

and musicians decomposed.

And perhaps . . .

politicians will some day be devoted!



32	 FORWORDS WINTER 2012

The other fathers of Scrabble
Most regular players of Scrabble will 

know that it was invented by Alfred Butts 

in the 1930s. Also, quite famous in the 

story is his fastidious analysis of the 

New York Times and other newspapers 

to determine the correct values and 

frequencies of the tiles. However, there are 

two other men who were instrumental in 

bringing the game to market and making it 

words-famous:

James Brunot (1902-1984)
James Brunot was a high ranking civil 

servant. For a number of years he worked 

for a New York state welfare agency and 

during the second World War he served as 

executive director of the president’s War 

Relief Control Board in Washington.

Brunot lived in Newport, near Danbury 

in rural Connecticut. By the late 1940s he 

was finding the daily commute to New York 

tiresome, so he was looking for a business 

that he could run from his home, where he 

also raised Dorset sheep.

In the early 1940s he had been given 

a copy of Criss-Cross Words (then Butts’s 

name for Scrabble) by a New York social 

worker and he played the game with his 

wife when they lived in Washington. When 

he checked and learned that no one was 

manufacturing it, he contacted Butts, who 

figured he had nothing to lose. No one else 

wanted his game. Why not let this guy have 

a shot?

Brunot hired a lawyer who said they 

could manufacture the game without 

infringing on any patent. Originally, Brunot 

played down the potential of the business 

to Butts. “It seems apparent that … there 

is no marketable proprietary interest” in 

Criss-Cross Words, he wrote. But “we do 

consider that it would be reasonable and 

fair in view of all circumstances to have 

at least an informal understanding”. He 

offered Butts a small royalty on sales, 

which Butts accepted.

He then made some significant changes, 

turning the centre star into a double word 

score, eliminating four premium squares 

close to the centre of the board, and 

implementing the 50 point bonus for a 

7-letter word. Most importantly, he selected 

the name “Scrabble” although he could 

never recall exactly where the inspiration 

came from.

Production started in 1948 in a convert-

ed schoolhouse in Newport. Success was 

not immediate; sales of Scrabble didn’t set 

the world on fire. By June 1952, three and 

a half years later, Brunot was selling 200 

sets a week and making a loss. He decided 

to take a holiday in Kentucky, where he 

needed to buy a breeding ram for the farm, 

and think things over.

When he returned, a week later, orders 

for 2,500 sets awaited him. So what 

happened?

Enter the third man in this story.

Jack Straus (1900-1985)
Also on holiday, just a few weeks earlier, 

in a different part of the country was the 

Chairman of Macy’s, New York – Jack 

Straus. He played Scrabble, and loved it!

When he returned to work, he was 

amazed to find that Macy’s didn’t sell the 

game. That situation was soon rectified 

with a large order (presumably the 2,500 

mentioned earlier). With Macy’s pushing the 

product, sales expanded rapidly. Brunot sold 

out in 1953 to a large games company called 

Selchow and Righter. In 1954, sales of the 

game in the US exceeded 3.8 million copies.

- from Scrabble Club News (UK)
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Manipulated history
Alaskan artist, Dan DeRoux, from 

Juneau, has an exhibition at the Alaska 

State Museum.

History, in DeRoux’s hands, is a mal-

leable medium. This show includes not only 

paintings, but also faux artefacts that could 

pass as authentic period pieces and histori-

cal photographs he’s carefully doctored to 

look real. 

For example, his historic photograph 

of miners playing poker has been altered 

to show them playing Scrabble, using the 

most difficult letters in the box (X, J and Q). 

The caption reads “Hard-scrabble miners.”

These works are being shown at a venue 

dedicated to authenticity and historical 

accuracy – and of course that’s partly the 

point. DeRoux purposely blurs the line 

between reality and fantasy, so that viewers 

question the validity of what they see.

[I wonder how long it will be before 
this photograph does the rounds of the 
internet, as proof that miners in Alaska 

played Scrabble? – Ed.]

Using words
Lynne Butler, New Plymouth

Excerpt from I Suck At Girls by the guy 

who wrote Shit My Dad Says. Do you think 

he might play Scrabble?

When I was little, my two favourite things 

were Cinnamon Toast Crunch cereal and 

learning new words. I was obsessed with 

expanding my vocabulary. Every time I 

heard a word I didn’t recognize, I’d ask the 

nearest adult what it meant. No one had a 

more extensive vocabulary than my father, 

who spent a lot of time reading with me 

each night to indulge my thirst for language.

“My teacher says someday I’m going to 

know as many word as you do,” I told him 

one night as we sat at the dinner table 

after I aced an oral test in my third-grade 

English class.

“Don’t take this the wrong way, but 

your teacher is full of dog shit. I practice 

medicine, which opens up my vocabulary 

to thousands of words you will never need 

to encounter. I know a hundred goddam 

ways to talk about blood vessels,” he said, 

grabbing a bowl full of green beans and 

spooning a few onto his plate.

“That’s really cool,” I said.

“It’s not cool. It makes my head want to 

explode. It’s like a garage filled with useless 

shit. It ain’t how many words you know, it’s 

how you use them.”

Questions to ponder
•	 Why isn’t the number 11 pronounced 

onety-one?

•	 If four out of five people suffer from 

diarrhoea, does that mean that one out 

of five enjoys it?

•	 If people from Poland are called Poles, 

then why aren’t people from Holland 

called Holes?

•	 If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled?

•	 Why is a person who plays the piano 

called a pianist, but a person who drives a 

race-car is not called a racist?
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The following letter from Ray Goodyear, 
Christchurch, was referred to our rules 
expert, Liz Fagerlund for comment:

Tiles out of bag
Constitution Rule No. 15.6.9.1.1

In a recent tournament, my opponent 

exchanged six tiles approx half way 

through the game. At the game’s end I 

was lucky and played out on a bonus word, 

leaving the bag empty. My score plus my 

opponent’s leave tiles won the game.

As we were about to complete the 

results sheets, my opponent found the six 

tiles exchanged earlier still on the table.

As directed by Rule 15.6.9.1.1., the mis-

placed tiles were replaced in the bag, and I 

was required to once again empty the bag, 

and the game continued. The exchanged 

tiles, all multiples of consonants, were 

virtually unplayable, and my opponent 

soon overtook my [until then] winning 

score and won the game. 

The fact that I should have known 

that six tiles were missing from the bag, 

I consider invalid, as I, together with 

probably up to 50% of lower grade players 

do not consistently tile track.

My opponent, a person of undoubted 

integrity, made a simple mistake by not 

replacing the exchanged tiles in the bag. 

Under the present wording of the rule, 

I lost the game. My opponent was not 

penalised for their mistake. It is obvious 

that this rule could be abused.

I would like this situation addressed 

further by the Association, with possible 

penalties for the erring player.

Liz comments:
It was unfortunate for Ray, and I can 

understand his distress, but there is a rule 

that covers tiles discovered outside the 

bag. I was telephoned about this straight 

after the tourney, and I confirmed that the 

appropriate rule had been applied by the 

tournament official.

However, I would be interested to know 

— were the tiles out of the bag for half the 

game actually concealed, or were they 

face down on the table in full view of both 

players (as they should have been)?

I think if the opponent had concealed 

them in some way, then a tournament 

official could have made a ruling that 

this could have been construed as either 

unethical play or even cheating.

If they were in full view of both players, 

I find it very hard to believe that for half 

the game neither player saw these tiles. 

Although it is the duty of the players 

exchanging to put the tiles back, the 

opponent should be knowing what is going 

on with the opponent to some extent 

(such as playing the game with incorrect 

tile numbers on their rack, or some other 

transgression of the rules). 

It is nothing to do with there ever being 

any obligation to tile track, and therefore 

being able to discover missing tiles (though 

it certainly helps).

In circumstances like these, sometimes 

Ask Liz
Liz Fagerlund, Mt Albert
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one player is unhappy at the outcome, and 

can only resolve to learn from the incident. 

I can’t stress enough the importance of 

being aware of what’s happening as the 

game progresses.

You have asked the Association to 

address this situation, but I believe this 

is not necessary, as there is already an 

existing rule which covers this case, and 

it was applied. I don’t believe it is possible 

— it’s certainly not practical — to have a 

separate rule for every possible scenario 

that could arise.

However, it is the constitutional right of 

any member to put forward a remit to the 

AGM to change or add to the existing rules. 

Possible sister cities
A town in Scotland called Dull wants to 

become a sister-city to a town in the USA 

called Boring. Truly – Dull and Boring.

What about Toulon and Toulouse in 

France? Too long and too loose, like a pair 

of trousers.

Clinton and Gore. The stretch of New 

Zealand highway between Clinton in Otago 

and Gore in Southland acquired unexpected 

fame in the 1990s when Bill Clinton and Al 

Gore were respectively president and vice-

president of the United States. A photograph 

of the road sign was presented to Clinton 

when he visited New Zealand in 1999.

Concrete and Wood, both in the USA.
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Words with age
Momentary memory lapses of an 

episodic nature are age related and 

perfectly normal. Episodic memory is the 

“can’t remember a name” or “elusive word 

at the tip the tongue” or “where did I read 

that?” variety.

The daze trading

- sent in by Helen Sillis, New Plymouth

Here’s an update of the day’s stock 

exchange activity for those who are bored 

brainless by stocks and bonds, currencies 

and commodities.

•	 Helium was up … but feathers were 

down.

•	 Fluorescent tubing was dimmed in light 

trading … however, light switches were 

off.

•	 Pencils lost a few points … but paper 

was stationary.

•	 Hiking equipment was trailing … and 

hunting equipment missed the mark.

•	 Elevators rose … although escalators 

continued their slow decline.

•	 Airlines are no longer sky high … 

parachutes seem to be drifting … 

balloon prices were inflated … but kites 

hit an all-time high.

•	 The market for raisins dried up … fish 

exports seem to be floundering … and 

Coca Cola just fizzled …but frog legs 

took a jump.

•	 Shipping lines stayed on an even keel.

•	 Playground equipment went on a slide 

… yoyos kept going up and down … but 

batteries recharged the market.

•	 Ice machines were frozen solid … but 

knives were up sharply.

•	 Mining hit rock bottom … but fencing 

was having a field day.

•	 Medical supplies are improving only 

microscopically.

•	 Nappies remain unchanged … but toilet 

tissue touched a new bottom.

•	 On an upbeat note … jazz sales keep 

swinging right along.

But, while some of these losses are irritat-

ing, unless there’s something else at work, 

other forms of memory improve with age.

For example, semantic memory gains 

mean that as you grow older, your vocabu-

lary can improve. While there are 750,000 

words in the English language, the average 

teenager uses only about 800 in daily 

conversation.

The science says vocabulary of an over 

65-year-old, on the other hand, runs to 

around 24,000 words.

Mayo Clinic researchers have found that 

people experiencing middle-aged memory 

lapses can do some-thing about it: stay 

mentally active, socialise regularly, get 

organised, exercise and eat a healthy diet. 

It seems that bilingualism is one of the best 

ways to protect the aging brain and even 

postpone the onset of memory loss and 

other cognitive disorders.

From an article in The Vancouver Sun

“Can you remember how to  
spell amnesia?”
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Punography*
I staged a theatrical performance about 

puns. It was a play on words.

•	 Jokes about German sausage are the 

wurst.

•	 I know a guy who’s addicted to brake 

fluid. He reckons he can stop any time.

•	 How does Moses make his tea? 	

Hebrews it.

•	 This girl said she recognised me from 

the vegetarian club, but I’d never met 

herbivore.

•	 I’m reading a book about anti-gravity. 	

I can’t put it down.

•	 They told me I had type A blood, but it 

was a typo.

•	 Broken pencils are pointless.

•	 I tried to catch some fog. I mist.

•	 What do you call a dinosaur with an 

extensive vocabulary? A thesaurus.

•	 England has no kidney bank, but it does 

have a Liverpool .

•	 I used to be a banker, but then I lost 

interest.

•	 I dropped out of communism class 

because of lousy Marx

•	 All the toilets in the city’s police stations 

have been stolen. Police have nothing to 

go on.

•	 I got a job at a bakery because I kneaded 

dough.

•	 Velcro — what a rip off!

•	 Cartoonist found dead in home. Details 

are sketchy.

•	 Earthquake in Wellington — obviously 

government’s fault.

Awesome play
In an interview with author Garth 

Sundem, Jason Katz-Brown, former US 

number one ranked player and co-creator 

of Quackle, told the story of “the only truly 

awesome play I’ve ever made.”:

There were two tiles left in the bag and 

he was down by, like, a hundred points, 

holding E-G-I-N-S-Y-Blank. There are a lot of 

bingos he could’ve played from this bunch 

— words that use all seven tiles and thus 

score an additional fifty bonus points. But 

it wouldn’t have mattered, because next 

turn his opponent could’ve scored more 

points, and he would’ve been stuck playing 

catch-up again, with only the two tiles he 

drew from the bag as ammunition.”

He computed or intuited the odds 

— exactly which, he’s not sure — and 

realized that his best play was to pass and 

ditch his E in hope of getting a higher-value 

letter that would allow him to bingo out. 

He drew a P, for G-I-N-P-S-Y-Blank. His 

opponent played and drew the only remain-

ing tile, a J. Playing off a G on the board, 

Katz-Brown bingoed* [not an acceptable 

Scrabble word] out with GYPSYING.

Not only did he bingo out big, but his 

opponent had to eat the J, swinging the 

score by another sixteen points. “I won by, 

like, a few points,” says Katz-Brown. Lucky 

as it may seem, the thing is, he foresaw 

this as his only chance.

According to Katz-Brown, the two basic 

tenets of good play are:(1) know your 

words; and (2) be aware of the likely value 

of letters you leave in your rack. This is 

how Quackle computes word score — points 

plus leave value — and Katz-Brown says 

that when he sets Quackle to play only 

according to these two parameters, it can 

beat all but the best human players.
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Book review
The fingertips of Duncan Dorfman

Author Meg Wolitzer

Review (abridged) by Stefan Fatsis

Even in a literary cosmos populated by 

teenage wizards and smart alecks, the 

characters in Meg Wolitzer’s first young 

adult novel might seem fantastical 

bordering on ridiculous. Kids obsessed 

with Scrabble? Who play in a national 

championship? With a first prize of 

$10,000? 

Apart, however, from a protagonist 

with a magical power convenient for 

winning games, “The Fingertips of Duncan 

Dorfman” is set in a world that is very real, 

and that Wolitzer knows well. Not only is 

she a tournament Scrabble player herself, 

one of her sons participated in the National 

School Scrabble Championship, which 

attracts 200 children to compete for a 

prize of, yes, $10,000. 

Wolitzer gets the Scrabble right. But 

Scrabble is just a stage for Wolitzer’s 

empathetic and sometimes farcical 

exploration of the emotionally confusing 

lives of preadolescent boys and girls 

searching for identity. Duncan Dorfman 

and his down-on-her-luck single mom 

move to her hometown, where she works a 

low-wage job and buys him shirts in hues of 

mustard, ketchup and relish. (“It could be a 

set,” she says.) 

But Duncan has a gift: he can “read” 

printed text without a glance, by running 

the fingers of his left hand over the 

words. When Duncan unveils his talent in 

the middle school cafeteria, the resident 

bully, Carl Slater, who was forced to join 

the Scrabble club but then discovered 

he liked the game, sees his potential as a 

partner: Duncan can feel the tiles inside 

the Scrabble bag. 

Meanwhile, in Oregon, brainiac April 

Blunt wants to prove to her family of jocks 

that Scrabble is indeed a sport. And in New 

York, Nate Saviano, a long-haired skate-

boarder pressed into full-time Scrabble 

training by a father seeking to avenge his 

own loss in the championship 25 years 

earlier, longs for the day when “he’d never 

have to form the words KEF or OORIE or 

QANAT again.” 

The kids meet at the (renamed) 

Youth Scrabble Tournament in (fictional) 

Yakamee, Florida. Duncan struggles with 

whether to use his power. Nate struggles 

with loyalty to his dad. As for April, I wish 

the book’s main female character struggled 

with something other than longing for a 

boy she met once in a motel. 

The tiles, and the behavior of the 

children and the adults, all fall into place, 

a bit more conveniently than they do in 

Scrabble or in life. But the lessons learned 

are good ones, and it’s hard to quibble with 

a story that brings together a tween in a 

mustard shirt and one with magenta hair 

to play a board game that promotes mental 

dexterity and linguistic ballet. Any kid who 

thinks it’s cool that MARASCHINO is an 

anagram of HARMONICAS is cool with me. 

No wizardry required.
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Solutions
Family Scrabble (from page 15)

LICTORS (a court official in ancient 

Rome) uses all the letters on the rack, and 

is playable. If you want to be polite and use 

the H on the board instead of the I, you 

could play TROCHILS (an African bird). If 

you want to use the I and still be polite, you 

could play COISTRIL (a knave), since it’s an 

anagram of CLITORIS.

CLIT was introduced this year as a legit 

word for the first time, by the way.

Seriously hard challenge (from page 10)

The word is HALF.

We left BACK, TONE, WAY and WIT off 

the list because that would have made it 

too easy! As would PENNY and PENCE.

New records
Thank you for all your positive 

comments about the more comprehensive 

record-keeping presented in the last 

Forwords. Thank you, too, to people like 

John Foster, Jeff Grant and Howard Warner, 

who have done some extensive research to 

add to our facts. 

Because we have so much extra infor-

mation to hand, we have decided to print 

an amended version of the years’ starting 

figures. Let’s say last issue’s list was just a 

“work in progress”. We haven’t added new 

records this time, just new information 

about existing records (mainly dates and 

names). 

Records broken this year so far:

Masters Tournament
•	 Most times winner — Apr 2012 — Howard 

Warner increased his record from 9 wins 

to 10 

•	 Highest spread — Apr 2012 — Howard 

increased his record from +2428 to + 

2454

Milestones
•	 Lynn has now played 3000 tournament 

games, the first person to achieve this 

impressive feat.

•	 Val Mills has now played 2000 tourna-

ment games, passing the milestone at 

the Hokianga Tournament.

In achieving these two new records, 

Howard managed to win an impressive 14 

games in a row at the Masters. Well done, 

Howard, and congratulations Val and Lynn.

See amended records on the next three 

pages.

TOURNAMENT CALENDAR 2012                    
*entry restricted to qualifiers

Tournament Place Dates

Kiwi Rotorua 23 June

Whanagrei Whangarei 7 — 8 July

Hamilton Hamilton 11 — 12 August

Tauranga Tauranga 25 — 26 August

Canterbury Open Christchurch 8 — 9 September

Mt Albert Auckland 29 — 30 September

Norfolk Island Norfolk Island 7 — 14 October

Wanganui Wanganui 20-21 October

Otago Open Dunedin 10-11 November

Trans Tasman # Melbourne 16-18 November

Hamilton Hamilton 24 November*

*to be confirmed
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NZ Scrabble Records

NZ Performances at the World Scrabble 
Championships (held since 1991)

World Champion Nigel Richards 
Nigel Richards

2007 
2011

Most frequent competitor 10 times Jeff Grant 1991 — 2009

In the top 10 (other than 1st) 3rd 
6th 
8th, 2nd

Jeff Grant 
Kendall Boyd 
Nigel Richards

1995 
1997 
1999, 2009

NZ Performances at the World Youth Championships 

Most frequent competitor 1 time Alex Leckie-Zaharic 2011

Highest Place 42nd/84 Alex Leckie-Zaharic 2011

Trans-Tasman Challenge

Challenges won by NZ 3 1998, 2000, 2010

Individual winners Peter Sinton 
Kendall Boyd 
Howard Warner 
Joanne Craig

1998 
2000 
2002 
2010

Masters Tournament (held since 1984)

Most games won 21/23 Jeff Grant 
Mike Sigley

1993, 1997 
2002

Highest aggregate 11,103 Nigel Richards 1999

Most bonus words 61 Nigel Richards 1998

Highest Spread +2428 Howard Warner 2011

Most times winner 9 Howard Warner 2000-2001 
2003-2004, 
2006 
2008-2011

Most frequent competitor 28/28 Glennis Hale 1984-2011

Youngest competitor 15 yrs & 
299 days

Alan Duval 1989

Oldest competitor 84 yrs & 
288 days

June Mackwell 2008

Nigel Richards 1st

Howard Warner 48th

Jeff Grant 64th

Joanne Craig 92nd

Patrick Carter 108th

Mike Sigley 127th

Blue Thorogood 128th

Debbie Caldwell 160th

Peter Sinton 192nd

Steven Brown 212th

Highest 10 on International 
(WESPA) rankings 2012

Notes
Records with no dates were 

set pre 2012, dates unknown

1 	 Since 2012
2 	 Provisional information
3	 On current NZASP 

Rankings list
4	 Provisional category. 

As soon as somebody 

achieves a clean sweep for 

a tournament, the heading 

will change to “winners of 

all games”, and everyone 

who achieves this will be 

listed.

As at 31 March 2012



Highest game score 717 Mike Sigley Nov 1990

Highest losing score 514 Pam Barlow Jun 2010

Highest drawn score 487 Lynn  Wood  
& Debbie Caldwell 

Feb 2004

Highest single turn 302 Lynne Butler Oct 2011

Highest single turn, non-bonus 135 Ruth O’Neil Nov 1998

Highest combined score 1078 Howard Warner & 
David Lloyd 

Mar 1997

Largest winning margin 493 Mike Sigley Nov 1990

Highest add-on 58 Jeff Grant Mar 2012

Most consecutive bonus words 5 Allie Quinn Jun 1989

Most bonus words in 
game (individual)

6 Nigel Richards  
Yvette Hewlett   
Howard Warner

Aug 1998 
Nov 2001 
Aug 2010

Most bonus words in game 
(combined)

8 Mike Sigley &  
Glenyss Buchanan  
Nigel Richards & 
John Foster

Pre 1997 
 

Aug 1998

Highest average in a tournament 584 Nigel Richards Jan 1997

Highest average spread in a 
tournament1

Highest opening play1

Longest word1

Most tournament games 
played3

2943 Lynn Wood

Most tournament games won3 1508 Howard Warner

Tournament records

Most games won1,4

Most times National 
Champion

16 Jeff Grant 1990-91, 
1993-96, 
1998, 
2000-01, 
2007-08

Youngest competitor Age 12yrs & 
2 days

Alan Duval 1985

Oldest competitor1 Age xx

2000 tournament  

games played3

Lynn Wood 2943

Glennis Hale 2364

John Foster 2332

David Gunn 2203

Betty Eriksen 2125

Howard Warner 2092

Fae Olson 2091

1000 tournament  

games won3

Howard Warner 1546.5

Jeff Grant 1497

Lynn Wood 1396.5

John Foster 1332

Glennis Hale 1319.5

David Gunn 1093.5

Betty Eriksen 1083

500 international games 

(WESPA-rated)

Nigel Richards 1700

Howard Warner 625

Joanne Craig 506

Jeff Grant 502

The Nationals (began 1980) Milestones

As at 31 March 2012
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Highest game score 763 John Foster Mt Albert Jan 1993

Highest losing score 521 June Mackwell Mt Albert Jan 1989

Highest drawn score 482 Margaret Warren  
& Jeff Grant 

Hastings Mar 1994

Highest single turn 347 Neil Talbot Wellington Oct 2003

Highest single turn, 
non-bonus

261 John Foster Mt Albert Jan 1993

Highest combined score 1106 Dawn Kitzen &  
Chris Hooks

Papatoetoe & 
Mt Albert

Mar 1992

Largest winning margin 590 Paul Lister Christchurch Nov 2008

Highest add-on 68 Andrew Bradley Mt Albert Pre 1990

Most consecutive  
bonus words

5 John Foster 
Patrick Carter 
Paul Lister

Mt Albert 
Mt Albert 
Christchurch

Apr 1992 
Apr 2003 
Aug 2010

Most bonus words in a 
game (individual)

7 Jeff Grant Independent Sep 1997

Most bonus words in a 
game (combined)

8 Dawn Kitzen & 
Chris Hooks

Papatoetoe & 
Mt Albert

Highest opening play1

Longest word1

Club records
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Rank Name	  Rating   Wins	  Games	 %

Rankings
NZASP Rankings  
as at 15 June 2012

1 Howard Warner 2088 1597.5 2151 74%
2 Jeff Grant 1999 1527 2012 76%
3 Peter Sinton 1965 613.5 841 73%
4 Rogelio Talosig 1937 410 687 60%
5 Mike Sigley 1906 910 1300 70%
6 Blue Thorogood 1903 481 696 69%
7 Patrick Carter 1901 704 1123 63%
8 Joanne Craig 1876 279 426 65%
9 Glennis Hale 1858 1340.5 2402 56%
10 Andrew Bradley 1858 762 1452 52%
11 John Foster 1850 1351 2370 57%
12 Nick Cavenagh 1824 175 299 59%
13 Marianne Bentley 1810 287.5 640 45%
14 Lynne Butler 1806 854.5 1395 61%
15 Lawson Sue 1804 478.5 929 52%
16 Liz Fagerlund 1797 897 1744 51%
17 Denise Gordon 1783 664.5 1379 48%
18 Val Mills 1750 972 2041 48%
19 Anderina McLean 1734 440.5 814 54%
20 Debbie Raphael 1713 550 916 60%
21 Murray Rogers 1701 612.5 1178 52%
22 Glenyss Buchanan 1697 613.5 1303 47%
23 Chris Hooks 1677 917.5 1884 49%
24 Jennifer Smith 1672 850.5 1745 49%
25 Janice Cherry 1664 352 670 53%
26 Rosemary Cleary 1664 666 1436 46%
27 Katy Yiakmis 1660 125 262 48%
28 Paul Lister 1659 740.5 1314 56%
29 Olivia Godfrey 1658 544 1013 54%
30 Steven Brown 1656 849 1578 54%
31 Helen Sillis 1655 686 1358 51%
32 Vicky Robertson 1655 215 418 51%
33 Glenda Foster 1648 897.5 1788 50%
34 Lynne Powell 1637 865.5 1733 50%
35 Shirley van Essen 1635 366.5 719 51%
36 Lynn Wood 1632 1430.5 3000 48%
37 David Gunn (was 1568) 1628 1101.5 2218 50%

38 Margie Hurly 1628 305 587 52%
39 Cicely Bruce 1621 231.5 393 59%
40 Ian Patterson 1615 210 399 53%
41 Pat Bryan 1615 184 319 58%
42 Scott Chaput 1615 137.5 222 62%
43 Allie Quinn 1606 942.5 1957 48%
44 Joan Thomas 1606 837 1690 50%
45 Karyn McDougall 1593 635 1230 52%
46 Irene Smith 1589 131.5 253 52%
47 John Baird 1569 143 257 56%
48 Shirley Hol 1564 564.5 1225 46%
49 Hazel Purdie 1557 893.5 1832 49%
50 Selena Chan 1554 244.5 466 52%
51 Pam Robson 1552 503.5 1100 46%
52 Peter Johnstone 1547 112.5 203 55%
53 Anna Hough 1540 510 1039 49%
54 Pam Barlow 1514 579 1153 50%
55 Shirley Martin 1514 731.5 1408 52%
56 Yoon Kim Fong 1499 470 904 52%
57 Su Walker 1496 843.5 1673 50%
58 Roger Coates 1487 622.5 1322 47%
59 Lorraine Van Veen 1481 781.5 1523 51%
60 Karen Gray 1480 224 411 55%
61 Leila Thomson 1470 507.5 1131 45%
62 Yvette Hewlett 1452 407.5 854 48%
63 Maureen Holliday 1446 601 1175 51%
64 Herb Ramsay 1439 128 199 64%
65 Ernie Gidman 1435 362 714 51%
66 Chris Higgins 1423 90 152 59%
67 Mary Gray 1422 389.5 762 51%
68 Dianne Cole-Baker 1410 330 626 53%
69 Kaite Hansen 1410 281 513 55%
70 Jean O’Brien 1409 931 1832 51%
71 Faye Cronhelm 1406 759 1518 50%
72 Delcie Macbeth 1404 752.5 1432 53%
73 June Mackwell 1397 717.5 1595 45%
74 Rosalind Phillips 1378 473.5 908 52%
75 Alex Leckie-Zaharic 1377 66 100 66%
76 Margaret Cherry 1374 430.5 872 49%
77 Ray Goodyear 1369 204 421 48%
78 Lyn Toka 1357 463.5 894 52%
79 Lynn Carter 1343 521.5 999 52%
80 Jeanette Grimmer 1340 35 54 65%



44	 FORWORDS WINTER 2012

81 Betty Eriksen 1327 1113 2183 51%
82 Andree Prentice 1315 870 1704 51%
83 Glenda Geard 1307 924 1882 49%
84 Clare Wall 1305 241 471 51%
85 Nola Borrell 1305 241.5 439 55%
86 Jena Yousif 1300 348.5 678 51%
87 Carolyn Kyle 1277 601.5 1192 50%
88 Heather Landon 1259 364 705 52%
89 Marian Ross 1241 475 944 50%
90 Rhoda Cashman 1239 752.5 1554 48%
91 Gabrielle Bolt 1227 332.5 643 52%
92 Chris Handley 1222 336 635 53%
93 Steve Richards 1219 211 444 48%
94 Allison Torrance 1211 311.5 608 51%
95 Sheila Reed 1206 177 346 51%
96 Karen Rodgers 1202 124 312 40%
97 Ruth Groffman 1192 417 875 48%
98 Elaine Moltzen 1188 532 1060 50%
99 Mary Curtis 1186 176.5 333 53%
100 Lyn Dawson 1185 359 664 54%
101 Barbara Dunn 1184 194.5 340 57%
102 Ann Candler 1177 655.5 1387 47%
103 Karen Miller 1173 448.5 895 50%
104 Connie Flores 1156 135 226 60%
105 Colleen Cook 1148 264 539 49%
106 Roto Mitchell 1148 615 1203 51%
107 Alison Holmes 1130 196.5 355 55%
108 Chris Day 1128 70 133 53%
109 Carole Coates 1127 539.5 1104 49%
110 Margaret Bullen 1118 29 41 71%
111 Pam Muirhead 1113 74.5 129 58%
112 Bev Edwards 1111 169.5 329 52%
113 Roger Cole-Baker 1105 352 677 52%
114 Jo Ann Ingram 1103 171 351 49%
115 Catherine Henry 1102 388.5 742 52%
116 Fran Lowe 1101 57.5 113 51%
117 Agnes Rowland 1089 94 168 56%
118 Judith Thomas 1079 149.5 277 54%
119 Michael Groffman 1075 233.5 478 49%
120 Malcolm Graham 1075 326 669 49%
121 Rosemary Wauters 1073 121 240 50%
122 Tony Charlton 1068 176.5 361 49%
123 Philippa Medlock 1065 67.5 128 53%
124 Kadda Mohamed 1064 29 43 67%

125 Liz Richards 1055 214.5 442 49%
126 Leighton Gelling 1054 66 127 52%
127 Pat Wood 1051 92 167 55%
128 Kathleen Mori-Barker 1041 321.5 640 50%
129 Yvonne McLaughlan 1029 433.5 910 48%
130 Marianne Patchett 1018 265.5 526 50%
131 Jean Boyle 1005 450 856 53%
132 Suzanne Harding 997 237 456 52%
133 Anne Scatchard 983 228 441 52%
134 Linda Moore 982 84 164 51%
135 Maria Clinton 966 191 397 48%
136 Judith Bach 966 86 160 54%
137 Valma Gidman 963 625.5 1245 50%
138 Judy Driscoll 960 83 246 34%
139 Richard Cornelius 949 52.5 101 52%
140 Jean Craib 942 345.5 726 48%
141 Alison Vautier 942 58.5 163 36%
142 Ruth Godwin 939 163 414 39%
143 Julia Schiller 931 93 227 41%
144 Antonia Aarts 929 112 244 46%
145 Jaqueline 

Coldham-Fussell
925 525 1106 47%

146 Lynn Thompson 916 193.5 424 46%
147 Janny Henneveld 915 335 707 47%
148 Annette Coombes 909 571 1287 44%
149 Tim Henneveld 907 305.5 711 43%
150 Margaret Toso 899 22.5 55 41%
151 Maggie Bentley 869 62 110 56%
152 Joan Beale 862 79 158 50%
153 Anthea Jones 852 156.5 320 49%
154 Stephanie Pluck 850 44.5 114 39%
155 Anne-Louise Milne 849 87 309 28%
156 Pauline Smeaton 844 304.5 585 52%
157 Margaret Miller 829 111.5 288 39%
158 Sue Mayn 827 164 400 41%
159 Betty Don 826 23 111 21%
160 Naveen Sivasankar 815 10 42 24%
161 Noelene Bettjeman 813 228.5 502 46%
162 Alan Henley 806 50 116 43%
163 Frances Higham 802 45 148 30%
164 Chris Guthrey 801 17 68 25%
165 Judy Cronin 796 17 59 29%
166 Trish Fox 779 22 149 15%
167 Susan Milne 768 19.5 122 16%
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Tournament 
Results

Peter Sinton 
1st in A Grade

Karen Gray 
2nd in A Grade

Shirley Hol 
3rd in A Grade

Dunedin Open Tournament  
31 March — 1 April 2012

Alex Leckie-Zaharic 
1st in B Grade

Chris Handley 
2nd in B Grade

Carolyn Kyle 
3rd in B Grade

Michael Groffman 
1st in C Grade

Yvonne McLaughlan
2nd in C Grade

Stephanie Pluck 
3rd in C Grade

GRADE A CLUB WINSSPREADAVE

1 Peter Sinton DUN 13 1776 457

2 Karen Gray DUN 9 305 420

3 Shirley Hol CHC 9 75 394

4 Jean O’Brien IND 7 36 388

5 Lynn Wood WEL 6 254 381

6 Rosalind Phillips PAK 5 -445 369

7 Karyn McDougall DUN 5 -972 358

8 Ruth Groffman DUN 2 -1029 344

GRADE B CLUB WINSSPREAD AVE

1 Alex Leckie-Zaharic DUN 10 471 405

2 Chris Handley DUN 9 -225 367

3 Carolyn Kyle DUN 8 595 395

4 Colleen Cook CHC 8 331 382

5 Gabrielle Bolt CHC 7 -136 372

6 Betty Eriksen WAN 6 -234 359

7 Malcolm Graham CHC 4 -303 383

8 Marian Ross DUN 4 -499 374

GRADE C CLUB WINSSPREAD AVE

1 Michael Groffman DUN 13 1313 386

2 Yvonne McLaughlan CHC 12 1762 397

3 Stephanie Pluck DUN 10 778 367

4 Anne-Louise Milne DUN 9 390 335

5 Kate Truman DUN 7 236 300

6 Bev Allen DUN 6 23 322

7 Sam Thompson DUN 5 -121 304

8 Corey Symons DUN 5 -309 296

9 Joseph Araya DUN 3 -681 275

10 Tim Barham DUN 0 -3391 149

NZ Masters Championship 
23-25 April 201

Howard Warner 
1st in A Grade

Jeff Grant 
2nd in A Grade

Peter Sinton 
3rd in A Grade

Player CLUB WINS SPREAD AVE

1 Howard Warner MTA 20 2454 468

2 Jeff Grant IND 18 912 428

3 Peter Sinton DUN 18 702 426

4 Blue Thorogood CHC 15 1147 435

5 Mike Sigley WAN 15 1067 458

6 Lawson Sue MTA 14 379 396

7 Andrew Bradley MTA 14 85 405

8 Marianne Bentley TGA 13.5 251 403

9 Lynne Butler IND 13 302 419

10 Debbie Raphael IND 12 394 419

11 Anderina McLean MTA 11 -83 401

12 Glennis Hale IND 11 -202 400
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Howard Warner 
1st in A Grade

Mike Sigley 
2nd in A Grade

Lawson Sue 
3rd in A Grade

Val Mills 
1st in B Grade

Cicely Bruce 
2nd in B Grade

Rosemary Cleary 
3rd in B Grade

13 Glenyss Buchanan LOH 11 -291 396
14 John Foster IND 10 -226 401
15 Glenda Foster WEL 10 -441 391
16 Liz Fagerlund MTA 10 -490 390
17 Murray Rogers IND 10 -569 388
18 Denise Gordon WAN 9.5 -207 391
19 Shirley van Essen CHC 9 -469 382
20 Chris Hooks MTA 8 -226 406
21 Steven Brown KAP 8 -453 404
22 Rosemary Cleary WAN 6 -1156 365
23 Karyn McDougall DUN 6 -1476 359
24 Olivia Godfrey WEL 4 -1194 368

Hokianga Tournament 
14-15 April 2012 

GRADE A CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE
1 Howard Warner MTA 11 976 444

2 Mike Sigley WAN 8 62 410

3 Lawson Sue MTA 7 154 412

4 Denise Gordon WAN 6 -407 397

5 Jennifer Smith HAM 4 -208 392

6 Debbie Raphael IND 2 577 384

GRADE B CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 Val Mills PAK 10 989 426

2 Cicely Bruce WRE 10 370 417

3 Rosemary Cleary WAN 9 154 401

4 Allie Quinn WRE 6 -256 403

5 Su Walker MTA 6 -519 372

6 Hazel Purdie MTA 4 -738 360

GRADE C CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 June Mackwell NSB 11 815 395

2 Betty Eriksen WAN 10 166 372

3 Rosalind Phillips PAK 9 229 390

4 Lynn Carter IND 8 455 394

5 Bev Edwards WRE 4 -863 336

6 Judith Reinken IND 3 -802 342

June Mackwell 
1st in C Grade

Betty Eriksen 
2nd in C Grade

Rosalind Phillips 
3rd in C Grade

GRADE D CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 Suzanne Harding WRE 13 1077 385

2 Julia Schiller MTA 11 893 362

3 Margaret Toso WRE 10 468 340

4 Anne Scatchard WRE 9.5 191 326

5 Lynn Thompson WRE 9 356 341

6 Noelene Bettjeman HBC 6.5 29 326

7 Chris Guthrey MTA 6 -449 309

8 Judy Cronin MTA 5 -405 301

9 Margaret Peters WRE 5 -649 295
10 Susan Milne MTA 0 -1511 244

Suzanne Harding 
1st in D Grade

Julia Schiller 
2nd in D Grade

Margaret Toso 
3rd in D Grade



FORWORDS WINTER 2012	 47

Kapiti Coast Tournament  
21-22 April 2012

GRADE A CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 Rosemary Cleary WAN 10 285 405

2 Anderina McLean MTA 9 427 402

3 Vicky Robertson WEL 8 5 396

4 Steven Brown KAP 7 611 431

5 Val Mills PAK 7 25 394

6 Glenyss Buchanan LOH 6 -252 392

7 Glenda Foster WEL 6 -391 385

8 Olivia Godfrey WEL 3 -710 380

Rosemary Cleary 
1st in A Grade

Anderina McLean 
2nd in A Grade

Vicky Robertson 
3rd in A Grade

GRADE B CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 Lynn Wood WEL 12 807 404

2 Yvette Hewlett IND 7 493 405

3 Leila Thomson LOH 7 291 384

4 Betty Eriksen WAN 7 130 380

5 Jean O’Brien IND 7 -73 386

6 Andree Prentice WAN 7 -524 350

7 Nola Borrell WEL 5 -798 341

8 Pam Barlow PAK 4 -326 365

GRADE C CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 Roto Mitchell WAN 11 656 382

2 Agnes Rowland KAP 10 738 374

3 Fran Lowe HAS 10 613 379

4 Jean Boyle WAN 7.5 493 384

5 Judy Driscoll KAP 6 -594 341

6 Alison Vautier KAP 5.5 -429 339

7 Betty Don NEL 4 -782 324

8 John McNaughton KAP 2 -695 314

Lynn Wood 
1st in B Grade

Yvette Hewlett 
2nd in B Grade

Leila Thomson 
3rd in B Grade

Roto Mitchell 
1st in C Grade

Agnes Rowland 
2nd in C Grade

Fran Lowe 
3rd in C Grade

Rodney Club Tournament 
5 May 2012

GRADE A CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 Howard Warner MTA 7 1173 502

2 Patrick Carter MTA 5 449 439

3 Cecily Bruce WRE 4 -95 387

4 Anderina McLean MTA 3 -99 402

5 Lawson Sue PAK 3 -329 372

6 Lynne Powell IND 3 -366 399

7 Jennifer Smith HAM 2 -281 381

8 Chris Hooks MTA 1 -452 369

Howard Warner 
1st in A Grade

Patrick Carter 
2nd in A Grade

Cecily Bruce 
3rd in A Grade

Special message to Lyres Freeth, Judith Bach, Gordon Pinchin, Herb Ramsay, Gabrielle Bolt, 
Melody Freeth, Kasi Mooney, Scott Chaput, Peter Johnstone, Shirley Pearce, Mary Curtis, 
Kadda Mohamed, Valma Gidman:

If you’re planning on getting a place in any more tournaments, we would love to have a photo 
of you to display next time!



48	 FORWORDS WINTER 2012

GRADE B CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 Allie Quinn WRE 6 454 410

2 Pam Barlow PAK 5 304 412

3 Shirley Martin HAM 3 -6 391

4 Maureen Holliday IND 3 -161 355

5 Heather Landon TAU 2 -56 381

6 Jeanette Grimmer ROD 1 -88 392

7 Su Walker MTA 1 -440 358

GRADE C CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 Delcie MacBeth IND 5 -85 375

2 Lyn Carter IND 4 226 405

3 Glenda Geard IND 4 136 378

4 Mary Curtis MTA    4 -134 368

5 June Mackwell IND 3 135 397

6 Rosalind Phillips PAK 3 42 377

7 Rhoda Cashman IND 3 29 369

8 Bev Edwards WRE 2 -349 346

GRADE D CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 Linda Moore ROD 5 331 367

2 Suzanne Harding WRE 5 187 376

3 Ann Scatchard WRE 4 12 330

4 Janny Henneveld ROT 3 198 377

5 Julia Schiller MTA 3 143 366

6 Tim Henneveld ROT 3 -95 325

7 Joan Beale PAP 3 -430 315

8 Antonia Aarts MTA 2 -346 334

GRADE E CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 Lynn Thompson WRE 6 269 336

2 Sue Mayn ROD 5 297 354

3 Ruth Munnings ROD 4 209 343

4 Alan Henley IND 4 -78 322

5 Margaret Miller IND 3 152 323

6 Merle Spinetto ROD 3 -182 312

7 Frances Higham PAP 2 -158 299

8 Chtris Guthrey MTA 1 -509 287

Allie Quinn 
1st in B Grade

Pam Barlow 
2nd in B Grade

Shirley Martin 
3rd in B Grade

Delcie MacBeth 
1st in C Grade

Lyn Carter 
2nd in C Grade

Glenda Geard 
3rd in C Grade

Linda Moore 
1st in D Grade

Suzanne Harding 
2nd in D Grade

Ann Scatchard 
3rd in D Grade

Lynn Thompson 
1st in E Grade

Sue Mayn 
2nd in E Grade

Ruth Munnings 
3rd in E Grade

GRADE F CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 Lyres Freeth ROD 7 1032 427

2 Melody Freeth ROD 6 843 409

3 Kasi Mooney PAP 3 -404 296

4 Janetta Reitsma ROD 2 -292 317

5 Kate Leslie ROD 2 -363 312

6 Alisi Kataonga PAP 1 -816 263

Lyres Freeth 
1st in F Grade

Melody Freeth 
2nd in F Grade

Kasi Mooney 
3rd in F Grade
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GRADE D CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 Linda Moore ROD 5 331 367

2 Suzanne Harding WRE 5 187 376

3 Ann Scatchard WRE 4 12 330

4 Janny Henneveld ROT 3 198 377

5 Julia Schiller MTA 3 143 366

6 Tim Henneveld ROT 3 -95 325

7 Joan Beale PAP 3 -430 315

8 Antonia Aarts MTA 2 -346 334

GRADE E CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 Lynn Thompson WRE 6 269 336

2 Sue Mayn ROD 5 297 354

3 Ruth Munnings ROD 4 209 343

4 Alan Henley IND 4 -78 322

5 Margaret Miller IND 3 152 323

6 Merle Spinetto ROD 3 -182 312

7 Frances Higham PAP 2 -158 299

8 Chtris Guthrey MTA 1 -509 287

GRADE F CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE

1 Lyres Freeth ROD 7 1032 427

2 Melody Freeth ROD 6 843 409

3 Kasi Mooney PAP 3 -404 296

4 Janetta Reitsma ROD 2 -292 317

5 Kate Leslie ROD 2 -363 312

6 Alisi Kataonga PAP 1 -816 263

South Island Champs 
5-6 May 2012

Blue Thorogood 
1st in A Grade

Lynn Wood 
2nd in A Grade

Murray Rogers 
3rd in A Grade

Malcolm Graham 
1st in D Grade

Yvonne McLaughlan 
2nd in D Grade

Kathleen Mori-Barker 
3rd in D Grade

Alex Leckie-Zaharic 
1st in C Grade

Marian Ross 
2nd in C Grade

Gabrielle Bolt 
3rd in C Grade

Shirley Hol 
1st in B Grade

Karen Gray 
2nd in B Grade

Herb Ramsay 
3rd in B Grade

GRADE A CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE
1 Blue Thorogood IND 11 1098 457
2 Lynn Wood WEL 9 166 396
3 Murray Rogers NEL 8.5 276 410
4 Olivia Godfrey WEL 8 384 423
5 Shirley van Essen CHC 6 -193 390
6 Irene Smith CHC 6 -433 379
7 Selena Chan CHC 4.5 -617 374
8 John Baird CHC 3 -681 364

GRADE B CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE
1 Shirley Hol CHC 10 794 403
2 Karen Gray DUN 9 215 393
3 Herb Ramsay CHC 8 399 391
4 Peter Johnstone CHC 7 161 371
5 Allison Torrance CHC 7 -434 365
6 Kaite Hansen CHC 6 250 387
7 Andree Prentice WAN 5 -264 361
8 Ray Goodyear CHC 4 -1121 324

GRADE C CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE
1 Alex Leckie-Zaharic DUN 13 1101 425

2 Marian Ross DUN 9 174 388

3 Gabrielle Bolt CHC 8 170 382

4 Karen Rodgers IND 6 -9 388

5 Connie Flores CHC 5.5 -64 377

6 Colleen Cook CHC 5 -258 363

7 Lyn Dawson CHC 5 -702 349

8 Ruth Groffman DUN 4.5 -412 360

GRADE D CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE
1 Malcolm Graham CHC 10 834 425

2 Yvonne McLaughlan CHC 9 213 367

3 Kathleen Mori-Barker CHC 9 201 378

4 Kadda Mohamed CHC 6 183 386

5 Phyllis Paltridge CHC 4 -258 346

6 Mandy Phillips CHC 4 -1173 320

Judith Bach 
1st in E Grade

Jean Craib 
2nd in E Grade

Gordon Pinchin 
3rd in E Grade

GRADE E CLUB  WINS  SPREAD  AVE
1 Judith Bach CHC 11 663 364

2 Jean Craib CHC 10.5 47 353

3 Gordon Pinchin CHC 8.5 310 362

4 Betty Don CHC 6 78 341

5 Di Barritt CHC 5 93 333

6 Trish Fox CHC 1 -1191 285
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Nationals Auckland 
2-3 June 2012

Howard Warner 
1st in A Grade

Jeff Grant 
2nd in A Grade

Peter Sinton 
3rd in A Grade

Val Mills 
1st in B Grade

Olivia Godfrey 
2nd in B Grade

Chris Hooks 
3rd in B Grade

Scott Chaput 
1st in C Grade

Shirley Hol 
2nd in C Grade

Peter Johnstone 
3rd in C Grade

GRADE A CLUB  WINS SPREAD  AVE

1 Howard Warner MTA 13 1548 468
2 Jeff Grant IND 12 630 428
3 Peter Sinton DUN 11 1124 440
4 Rogelio Talosig IND 11 530 417
5 Glennis Hale IND 10 336 400
6 John Foster IND 9 424 420
7 Joanne Craig CHC 8 295 421
8 Liz Fagerlund MTA 8 -149 391
9 Lynne Butler NPL 7 -89 411
10 Lawson Sue MTA 7 -245 391
11 Anderina McLean MTA 5 -382 380
12 Murray Rogers IND 5 -535 372
13 Katy Yiakmis MTA 4 -751 368
14 Jennifer Smith HAM 4 -1119 365
15 Rosemary Cleary WAN 3 -704 373
16 Vicky Robertson WEL 3 -913 367

GRADE B CLUB  WINS SPREAD  AVE

1 Val Mills PAK 11 786 409
2 Olivia Godfrey WEL 9 421 410
3 Chris Hooks MTA 9 350 427
4 Helen Sillis NPL 9 112 398
5 Steven Brown KAP 8 302 409
6 Paul Lister CHC 8 57 393
7 Margie Hurly WRE 8 -363 386
8 David Gunn WKP 8 -602 379
9 Lynn Wood WEL 7 194 392
10 Lynne Powell WRE 7 164 415
11 Pat Bryan MTA 7 80 399
12 Glenda Foster WEL 7 -168 381
13 Cicely Bruce WRE 6 -111 405
14 Allie Quinn WRE 6 -231 383
15 Joan Thomas HAS 6 -406 368
16 Pam Robson HAM 4 -585 378

GRADE C CLUB  WINS SPREAD  AVE

1 Scott Chaput IND 12 967 442

2 Shirley Hol CHC 10 645 414

3 Peter Johnstone CHC 10 378 407

4 Hazel Purdie MTA 10 -138 379

5 Selena Chan CHC 9 142 384

6 Pam Barlow PAK 9 65 382

7 Roger Coates KIW 8 120 396

8 Su Walker MTA 8 -43 389

9 Karen Gray DUN 7 151 403

10 Lorraine Van Veen IND 7 -160 374

11 Ernie Gidman ROD 7 -171 372

12 Kaite Hansen CHC 6 -8 390

13 Dianne Cole-Baker MTA 6 -229 364

14 Jean O’Brien IND 5 -314 370

15 Alex Leckie-Zaharic DUN 4 -951 359

16 Lyn Toka KIW 2 -454 382

GRADE D CLUB  WINS SPREAD  AVE

1 Delcie Macbeth IND 10 685 425

2 June Mackwell IND 10 598 396

3 Faye Cronhelm IND 10 462 403

4 Rosalind Phillips PAK 10 51 389

5 Jeanette Grimmer ROD 8 290 388

6 Lynn Carter IND 8 -231 382

7 Glenda Geard IND 7 197 393

8 Betty Eriksen WAN 7 19 369

9 Jena Yousif KIW 7 -94 368
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Karen Miller 
1st in F Grade

Michael Groffman 
2nd in F Grade

Ann Scatchard 
3rd in F Grade

Delcie Macbeth 
1st in D Grade

June Mackwell 
2nd in D Grade

Faye Cronhelm 
3rd in D Grade

Lyres Freeth 
1st in E Grade

Shirley Pearce 
2nd in E Grade

Mary Curtis 
3rd in E Grade

Kadda Mohamed 
1st in G Grade

Valma Gidman 
2nd in G Grade

Tim Henneveld 
3rd in G Grade

GRADE E CLUB  WINS SPREAD  AVE

1 Lyres Freeth ROD 11 579 393

2 Shirley Pearce KIW 10 335 386

3 Mary Curtis MTA 9 418 392

4 Ruth Groffman DUN 9 199 385

5 Sharon Sorensen AUS 9 80 379

6 Elaine Moltzen KIW 9 31 385

7 Ann Candler IND 8 200 381

8 Roto Mitchell WAN 8 -301 356

9 Alison Holmes WEL 7 242 376

10 Carole Coates KIW 7 -188 362

11 Chris Day TGA 7 -196 370

12 Roger Cole-Baker MTA 6 -66 357

13 Minuri Undugodage MTA 6 -129 384

14 Jo Ann Ingram TGA 6 -210 351

15 Catherine Henry TGA 6 -352 361

16 Marianne Patchett MTA 2 -642 360

10 Andree Prentice WAN 7 -169 379

11 Carolyn Kyle DUN 7 -195 385

12 Geoff Vautier WEL 7 -308 359

13 Nola Borrell WEL 7 -580 349

14 Clare Wall WEL 6 140 391

15 Heather Landon TGA 6 -191 375

16 Allison Torrance CHC 3 -674 359
GRADE F CLUB  WINS SPREAD  AVE

1 Karen Miller IND 14 1343 394

2 Michael Groffman DUN 11 615 387

3 Anne Scatchard WRE 8 28 344

4 Jean Boyle WAN 8 -18 348

5 Judy Driscoll KAP 7 -172 350

6 Ruth Godwin ROT 6 -111 336
7 Antonia Aarts MTA 6 -112 344
8 Julia Schiller MTA 6 -606 341
9 Jacqueline Coldham- KIW 5 -360 350

Fussell
10 Annette Coombes WKP 4 -607 340

GRADE G CLUB  WINS SPREAD  AVE

1 Kadda Mohamed CHC 14 1537 414

2 Valma Gidman ROD 12 740 362

3 Tim Henneveld ROT 9 555 353

4 Janny Henneveld ROT 9 368 364

5 Steve Pearson TGA 8 155 348

6 Joan Beale PHC 7 185 365

7 Frances Higham PHC 6 -421 318

8 Alan Henley IND 6 -511 314

9 Judy Cronin MTA 3 -904 297

10 Susan Milne MTA 1 -1704 269
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Clubs (north to south) 	 Contact Person Phone Email Meeting day/time

PLEASE CONTACT THE CONTACT PERSON TO FIND OUT THE MEETING VENUE

Whangarei (WRE) Bev Edwards 09 430 2832 bevhola@xtra.co.nz Thurs 1pm

Rodney (ROD) Linda Moore 09 425 4959 colin.linda@clear.net.nz Mon 1pm

Hibiscus Coast (HBC) Joan Pratt 09 426 4521 jopra@xtra.co.nz Mon 12.45pm

Mt Albert (MTA) Dianne Cole-Baker 09 309 5865 drcb@xtra.co.nz Fri 7pm

Pakuranga/Howick (PAK) Jean Owler 09 534 4453 cliffordo@xtra.co.nz Tues 12.30 
Thurs 7pm

Papatoetoe/Holy Cross 

(PHC)

Frances Higham 09 278 4595 jambo@actrix.co.nz Mon 1pm

Hamilton (HAM) Jillian Greening 07 843 7652 jillian.greening@yahoo.co.nz Tues 7pm

Kiwi (KIW) Jacqueline  
Coldham-Fussell

07 846 7422 scrabilfuss@xtra.co.nz Thurs 7pm/1pm alt

Waikato Phoenix (WKP) Annette Coombes 07 855 9970 Alt Weds 7pm

Tauranga (TGA) Barbara Dunn 07 544 8372 dunnz@kinect.co.nz Tues 9am

Rotorua Ruth Godwin 07 349 6954 rgodwin@xtra.co.nz Thurs 9am

Waitara (WTA) Ngaire Kemp 06 754 4017 Wed 1pm

New Plymouth (NPL) Lynne Butler 06 755 2134 scrabblyn@clear.net.nz Saturday

Hastings (HAS) Yvonne Wilson 06 878 8229 wilsonpad@paradise.net.nz Tues 1pm

Wanganui (WAN) Rosemary Cleary 06 347 1837 rosecleary@hotmail.com Wed 7pm

Masterton (MAS) Hilda Scott 06 378 2663

Lower Hutt (LOH) Glenyss Buchanan 04 569 5433 glenyss.buchanan@xtra.co.nz Tues 7.30pm

Kapiti (KAP) Graeme Brown 04 297 0720 geb@clear.net.nz Wed 7pm

Wellington (WEL) Lynn Wood 04 387 2581 lynnwood@paradise.net.nz Tues 7pm

Nelson (NEL) Tony Charlton 03 545 1159 tony.charlton@yahoo.co.uk Wed 7pm

Christchurch (CHC) Margaret Lyall 03 332 5963 noelrealest@hotmail.com Fri 6.45pm
Wed 12.45pm

Dunedin (DUN) Chris Handley 03 464 0199 ruthgroffman@hotmail.com Tues 7pm

Contact Information

Ratings Steven Brown 021 164 4641 sgbrown@mac.com

Forwords Editor Jennifer Smith 07 856 5358 jennifersmith@xtra.co.nz 

95B Howell Avenue, Hamilton 3216

Layout Vicky Robertson 04 389 4493 vickyrobnz@gmail.com

Distribution Lynn Wood 04 387 2581 lynn.wood@state.co.nz


