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From the Eiitor

out a request for material for the summer t hemsel ves, 0l mu st
edition of Forwordd had received articles ~ Forwordsd and get round to doing it. |
or titbits from a dozen people to add to the appreciate the random contributions that
accumulated bits and pieces another dozencome in often from people like Joan
members have sent me since the last issue.Thomas (crossvordy bits), Su Walker
What a great response! (joky/jokey bits), Lynne Butler (language
This is typical of your supportive and gamey/gamy bits), Val Flint (study bits),
attitude to Forwordd so many of our Val Mills (Aucklandy bits), Vicky Robertson
readers have contributed material over the (variousy bits), to name a fewd though
last year. In this issue alone, about 25 there are many others who contribute from
different people have contributed materi@l time to time.
just flip though the pages and check out the | particularly appreciate Glenda Foster,
assortment of member names on the who not only does the layout of the mag,
articles. but writes up summaries of the major
This is typical of your supportive tournamentsd often at the last minute,
attitude to Forwordd so many of our when we havendt receive
readers have contributed material over the report from anyone elsé or who has the
last year. initiative to fill in the gap when a subject
Thanks to the dependable regulars, whos houl d have been cover
send something every month without fail: Thanks, too, to the editors of Scrabble
9 John Foster, who researches the-20 newsletters in other countries, who are
yearold issues oforwordand adds happy for us to use their material from time
interesting information from his to time.
knowledge and experience in the I have some wonderfully thoughtful non

who cover various Scrabble topics:

1

erry Christmas, everybody. Thanks to all our
And a happy summer. occasional contributors, the

Within two days of sending  Scrabblers who say to

0Twenty years ago fwgaphlingdiendswhaq, knowing | edit the
Jeff Grant, who comes up with the Scrabble newsletter, send me any items of

interesting competition challenges each interest that come their way. For example,

month, and who often provides other t N® O0Puzzled6 in this
interesting words articles and my graphic artist friend, Richard Stowers,

comments on articles. who does a madéo-order cartoon for me

Qur President, Paul Lister, for his . love the onﬁ on th(? cover of this Christmas
OFrom the Execut.i vigsae,,lar 1 cle.

Thanks, too, to our expert contributors So Seasonds Greeti

) i ) readers, and my grateful thanks to all the
Liz Fagerlund, for set_tlng us stra_lght on people who have contributed items,
the rules, and supplying competition andy,g\yever small, over the

Auckland news. last year. Your

Howard Warner for keeping us up to contributions make our -

date with world Scrabble events and Forwordthe interesting A-XJ
WESPA activities. read that it is.

Selena Chan, for her insights on how we
learn.

from time to ti me, at

senc

(

A
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From Uhe Brecutive

~J agg ! Agai n! (éavetheBeptembern
n hone to Warren  cancelled tournament
bleChristchurch  due to that uninvited

Presseporter, and the subject was Nigel earthquake!), the
Ri chardsd assassi n gdssingof ouoduper i
previous ten world champions plus administrator Bryan |
former Causeway champ David Eldar in Foster and the standing
the inaugural Tournament of Champions down of two excellent exec members in
in Johor Bahru. Joan Thomas and Lynn Wood.

| emailed Warren separately and I would like to thank our new
explained this was a tournament even  executived old hands Liz (who knows
beyond the phenomenal National, World how to steer through any problem) and
and Causeway tournaments that have  Glenda (who has stood up this year when
produced so many great games over the things were so tough for herd and our
last three decades. In game 74 Adam  newbies Val (who handles all matters
Logan vs Nigel Richards, Adam played with quiet aplomb) and Clare (who has
correctly and well, bagging a good bonus excellent professional skills following in
which can sometimes be enough to tip  the footsteps of Joan Thomas).
the odds in favour of winning the game. The 2011 Nationals in Wellington will
Incredibly, Nigel played seven bonuses inhave both the exec with locals Clare and
trouncing Adam, winning with a massive Glenda plus Lynn who is president of the
723. Wellington club setting the tournament

I't was more t hdadn up€WidproniisesAogbe specialdéThe 2011
hope | conveyed to Warren that this was Masters is in Pakuranga and a cracking

a new stratosphere! good field is up for this.
Our team of five played excellently at | strongly recommend you check the
the Causeway in Johor Bahfiu dates of the 2011 tournaments and take

| followed many of their games on the  advantage by booking airfares edvly

site and so often every move was the  there are often terrific bargains. For

best Quackle recommended yet so often those who go international, a new airline
our player didn't win losing 476 to 482 or is offering from CHCH to KL $299 fares
similar! Kudos also to WESPA who are and stupendously $6 from KL To Penang.
now producing excellent newsletters/ My son Dominic and | made the exact
feedback and Karen Richards for her two trips five years ago and it was more
superb recruitment and administration of like $900 and $200!

youth Scrabble evenfs not the least I would like to wish all our Scrabble

being the WYSC in ManilaB) community the very best Christmas and

December (the standard of play from New Year.

these juniors was frightening!) Your slightly less shaky president
We can reflect on what was an Paul

excellent year of tournaments in NZ
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2. The pupils have the numbers ONE to
TEN embedded in their names. The
eleventh student is PELE VENDEZ. Correct
entries were submitted by Jennifer Smith
(HAM), Glennis Hale (Independent) and Lyn
Toka (Kiwi). First name out of the hat was
Glennisfi congratulations!

Compelition

Scrabble contest no. 101

We have another doubkbheader for
you.

1. Have you ever had the feeling that
your rack contains a bonus word, agonised Pyzzle
over it for some time, and finally come up )
with something like TAIHAPE? Your The name of this puzzle Retals
challenge is to find the highest scoring Around the Rosean appropriate name for
opening move using a NZ placame, which people who have an interest in words.
can be either allowed in Scrabble or not, it Every answer is zero or an even
doesn't matter. However, it must be a stand number.
-alone name, not part of a longer muilti

word name, and it must be listed in a Roll #1. m . & n m
standard NZ atlas.

For example: DUNEDIN scores 72 and The answer is two
REMUERA scores 74.

The winner will receive a book prize.  Roj| #2 m m m m m
2. Scrabble riddle '

Hedés a pal upon whom yo n . t
To park on the squares blue and red; thearsiler & 8|éhf]

The body's avid, but what of the brain?

He knows itds a mor.e genmmmm
The rich lad reigns all supreme, Roll #3.

So give a man a gold star; _

A premier sort of player, The answer is fourteen

I rank my man best by far!

Questions:(a) Who is he? z w . . m
(b) Who's missing? Roll #4. .
The winner will receive one hundred

trillion dollars (yes, we're upping the prize The answer is zero
money!).

Send entries by mail or email to:
e o HEEED

6Ardr ad
1109 Allenby St
Hastings 4122
ardra@clear.net.nz

Closing date is26 February 2011. Roll #6. m m m . I

Solution: contest no. 100
1. There are 70 words in HUNDRED. Tl GlWEL > faaaaaaaaaaas s
Some of the more unusual ones are

HUDDEN, HURDEN and UNRED. The Youdl |l know without
winner is Lyn Toka (Kiwi) who found them have the correct answer and have cracked

all. Well done! the puzzle, so no answer will be supplied.

The answer is four

a
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Mailbox @]@[@ N@WS m

Dear editor

When reading theSecret Vault of Words  Tayranga/Rotorua
article by Lynne Butler ifForwords 100
spotted several alleged non words that are
now actually allowable for use in Scrabble.

The photo shows Tim Henneveld of
the Rotorua club presen

: o : the Gorged6 trophy (craf
Obviously Collins is not as picky as
Oxford, or is it possible they are more Barbara Dunn of Tauranga at the

forward-thinking? Nah, I think I'l go with less conclusion of our annual Tauranga
picky. Rotorua interclub competition which
The words on the list that are allowable Tauranga won by a convincing margin!
are EARWORM, FREEGAN, GRIEFER,
PHARMING, WIBBLE. Also allowed but not

SPATULATE.
Regards | /
Jethro Snafflerod |/

-from Jeff Grant, Independent
Another excellent magazin®the old
mag covers brought back memories!
Re page 6 Vickyds
ROSARIA etc are not really transpositions
(or anagrams). Maybe a better name would

be letter substitutions? Hamilton
Re pages 33/34: Some of the-called Hamilton Club held its prizgiving and
nonrwords are allowed in Scrabble now, celebrated Christmas with a pot luck

thanks to Collins: EARWORM, FREEGAN, dinner and a few fun games.

GRIEFER and PHARMING are all ©K The Championship Points trophy was
haven't checked the others thoroughly but won by Nick Cavenagh. Nick also won the
they look more contrived. Round Robin Group 1, while Bronwyn

[Thanks for the information about the suppos::s)(iws won the Round Robin Group 2.

. . . vid Gunn was the winner of the
0 n-wo r d@nsgy personal word knowledge is no

very extensive, as yomoﬁkOHtoTWthargeffhl | . difdnﬁt thin
check them just in case. owever, the multiple winner for

So, this is an apology and correction;gallks. 2010 was Val Flird she won all three of
the Pot Luck, Ladder and Pyramid

-from Steve Richards, Nelsorfrophies.

Hi Jennifer The winner of the highest weekly
We were a bit disappointed to see our  points was Roger Coates; the highest
26/27 February tournament date not game score was scored by Roger and

included in the lasForwordsafter | sent a Jennifer Smith (990 aggregate), the highest
message letting you know on 25 October.  individual game score was won by Yoon
Perhaps it was too late for printing? Kim Fong (621), and Roger played the
highest word (SHAKINGS for 235).
[YeS, it did arrive jUSt alittle too Iate, Steve. But Sportsperson of the Year was won by

itdos in this issue, anpAHdnRd putting your lette
well to give your tournament double exgadUre!
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Kiwi Scrabble in the Hokianga
Our annual Christmas Tournament - by Debbie Raphael, Independent

was held on 13 November, and apart from  Hello from the far north. | thought

normal hiccups, itwas agreatsuccess. t her edd be | ittle chan
Thanks to Lyn Toka and her Scrabble up here, but, since | went to the

daughters, Maryanne and Carolyn, the  Trans Tasman tournament and the news
food was delicious. Thanks also to Lyn, got around the very active Hokianga

our super shoppe® the array of grapevine that | play, I've had a couple of
Christmas goodies for prizes was well keen players contact me. One of them is a
received. regular internet player and the other is an
Thanks, too, to all the people who ex Dunedin Scrabble Club member.
cheerfully helped us clean up the hall Before | came along they played each
afterwards. Special thanks to eot- other and now | play one most weeks
towner, Helen Sillis, for her help before  (rarely getting away before we've played
and after the tournament. five games) and the other periodically.
Unfortunately, we will not be able to  They are both excellent players, who can
host a tournament in 2011. beat me one out of every 3 to 4 games

After a good year, during whichwe  and are improving all the time, so Scrabble
gained some impressive new players as is alive and well in the Hokianga.
members, we had our end of year pot | wanted to put on a tournament but
luck dinner and prizgjiving in December. the list of tournaments is quite daunting

Our Club Champion was Yoon Kim  so | thought if a group of you have a free

Fong. Congratulations, Kim. weekend at some point and would like to

Shirley Martin, who was our Most come up for a weekend
Improved Player, cleaned up the Pot Lucksure | can arrange a wee tournament to
Championship, Round RobinGrouplandgo wi th it. Just | et m
Knockout Group 1. She also won the like a holiday up my way.
prize for and Most Bonus Words, and The most use people around here get
Roger Coates won the award for the from knowing | play Scrabble, is using me
most words scoring over 100 points. as the quickest alternative to a dictionary.

Betty Gibb was the player with the Oh well, could be worse!
best average, taking out the Pyramid
Trophy and the Ladder Championship as
well. Jena Yousif won the Round Robin
Group 2 and Marj Baillie the Knockout
Group 2.

The Achievement Award was
presented to one of our new players,
Shirley Pearce, while the best Social Player
(nonrmember) was Jennifer Smith.

After the distribution of great prizes
organised by Lyn Toka, we finished the
evening with some novelty word games.

Debbie Raphael (nee Caldwell)
09-946-6958.
debbieraphael@vodafone.net.nz
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Scruble

New this year: the Scruble Cube

Scruble Cube is a hybrid of Scrabble
and Rubi kds Cube. Twi st
improving your Scrabble, including the si'des or individua! squares to form words.
following gem: ’ Like Scrabble, points are scored based on

o1 t d.o esn’' t hap p e Ietterandwordval s which can do bIe
the Us are gone P IeoFguaYdr eln\kaelue Ex{ omts

’ are USoearied whén spe mg quds

Scrabble o0tipo

-from Jeff Grant, Independent
The Little Book of Scrabble ;Tipys
Chris Jones (2008) contains 50 hints for

unusable Q, and t h acrossmulthesmeys Vi ef
in the bag... change the Q. Your opponent P
: T < : scrublecube.com
will have to pick it up at his turn, and if he
candét wuse it either i sive

(Yeah, right! Great tip, Chri8 apart
from the minor det a
change if there are fewer than 7 tiles left
in the bag!)

Incidentally, other books in the series
have tips on things as varied as
backgammon, golf, beer, cheese, kittens,
olive ail, hair and Marmite!

[Hope the other books have been written
real experdEd.]

Scrabble bond

Board

Interesting board in game between
Chris Hooks and Val Mills at the Kiwi

tournament.

Another link in our Scrabble family: Lyn
Tokab6s daughter, Car ol ysentinbyd/al Milsdakurdgat o
Mitchell ds nephew, Stephen.
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Causeway Challenge

- complied from reports sent out by Liz Fagerlund, Mt Al

auseway Scrabble is over for  wins, Howard 27th on
‘ another year. The winning 14 wins, Joanne 35th on
team was Thailand with 134 13 wins, Jeff 36th on 13 wins and Patrick
wins. 47th on 9 wins.

The Causeway Scrabble Challenge Joanne did the best of the NZ team on
took place in Johor Bahru, Malaysia. The day 3 with 6 wins; Jeff 5 wins, Nigel only
New Zealand team competed in the got 4 wins, Howard 3 wins and Patrick
Premier section (team of five: Nigel only 1. It was tough!!

Richards, Howard Warner, Joanne Craig, Brett Smitheram was still in the lead
Jeff Grant, and Patrick Carter), there wereon 23 wins, Panupol 2nd on 22 wins
no NZ players in the Masters section, and  In the Open section Betty was still
Betty Eriksen, Wanganui, was our only  doing well, with 16 wins and 26th place.
competitor in the Open section.

After a gruelling 45 games, the NZ Atthe end of Day 4
team finished 8th with a total of 104 wins. ~ In the Premier teams event section,

Ten teams were competing in this section after the 4th day, another 10 games and a
total of 39 games, the NZ team was still

Atthe end of Day 1 holding on to 7th place. Thailand was the
After 9 games, the NZ teamwas in  leading team ahead of UK. Nigel had a
6th place. Nigel was 1st with 8 wins (alonggood day, winning 8 out of 10 games, and
with Brian Cappelletto, Paul Gallen and  Jeff had his best day with 6 wins.
Brett Smitheram); Howard was 15th with At the end of the day, Nigel was 6th
6 wins, Joanne 36th with 3 wins, Jeff 41ston 26 wins, Jeff 28th on 19 wins, Joanne
with 3 wins, and Patrick 43rd with 3 wins. 41st on 16 wins, Howard 42nd on 16
In the open section, Betty Eriksen waswins, and Patrick 46th on 13 wins.
42nd (out of 84), with 5 wins. Panupol was leading on 29 wins, with
Brett Smitheram 2nd also on 29 wins. Liz
Atthe end of Day 2 commented. 6 You know i
In the Premier teams event SeCtion, when you see the names of lots of
after a total of 19 games, the NZteam  fantastic Scrabble players, including ex
was in 5th place, just ahead of USA and  world champs, who are down in the
UK. Nigel was 3d with 14 wins,Howard s econd half of the fie

18th with 11 wins, Jeff 37th with 8 wins, In the Open section Betty was on 20
Patrick 38th with 8 wins, and Joanne 46thyins and in 41st place.
with 7 wins. In the Masters section, which had no

Brett Smitheram was in the lead on 17 Nz players competing, Thatcha Koowirat

wins, Naween Fernando 2nd on 14.5.  from Thailand was in the lead at the end
In the Open section Betty was doing  of the fourth day.

well, with 11 wins and 31st place.
After Day 5 (final day)

Atthe end of Day 3 The NZ team finished the tournament
In the Premier teams event section,  in 8th place, while individual team

after another 10 games and a total of 29 mempbers finished in the following places:

games, the NZ team was in 7th place, oneNjgel 5th on 30 wins, Jeff 34th on 20 wins,

point behind USA. Nigel was 8th on 18  joanne 39th on 19 wins, Howard 42nd on



Forwords, when they are all back in New
Zealand. As we go to press, many of our team
members are still scattered around thé globe!
Ed.]

Stop press: Further congratulations
to Betty. She went on to the Progressive
Round Robin in Manila, where she came
10th!

mn-. ‘ ampion W .
WM“*“‘““““ WESPA Whispers goes
A S international

The revamped WESPA website

(www.Wespa.or has a brand new
ezine, called OWESPA Wh

Panupol Sujjayakorn, Thailarftl
individual winner of the Premier sectidon by clicking WESPA Whispers in the

is presented with his cheque bottom right-hand corner of the home

18 wins, and Patrick 44th on 17 wins. page).. L
Panupol continued a great run This ezine is the product of the

winning 5 out of 6 games on the last day WESPA Promotions Committee, of

din fact, only beaten by Howard. He was Howard_Warner (N.Z)' Michael McKenna
the individual winner with 34 wins. Mikki (A“ffttrﬁgar)] ;m”g Crag Beevers gﬁoun i
Nicholson was 2nd and Brett Smitheram P

. familiar, itds3because
3rd, b.Oth on 32_W|ns, and Paul Gallen on WESPA Whispers article that Howard
4th with 30.5 wins.

The Masters section was won by has supplied té-orwordever the last

: ) ear or so.
Thatcha Koowirat from Thailand on 31.5 y .
wins. Second was Alastair Richards from samBeUtl_e';/vevr;rtg%ggz :E:tr??;nae\irthe
Australia with 30 wins, and thirdwas 7 FOVAC n{ o yo f news
Tony Sim from Singapore with 28 wins. ional col . d
In the Open section, which was won gf:calsll(ona_ co gmn |ﬁorword_was morhg
by Helen Maurua of Australia on 31 wins, oglike, aimed at a NZ audience. This

Betty finished with a very commendable one 1s aimed at the |r_1ternat|o_nal player
audlfrgi, %nd is anzne, .designed to
ith th

20 wins. She says, link W & WESPA Website ndvg\)’ezfS

best | could do, as the last two days eople visiting more often and explorin
everyone had their revenge. | did not seePEOP 9 P 9

the final results, but unfortunately, | think ' t thoroughly.o
We encoura g you to chegk out the

l may have come in in%er]’r\aﬁion Iﬁe\gvs iten%s%nnthis'wgbsite.

Congratulations to Betty and our ) . .
9 ty [Different content or not, | like to think that

New Zealand team for performing so o
. . . Honw |
well against so many superb mternanonalthe world saw it first ords! 5 Ed ]

players.

[We hope to hear more comments and
competitor experiences on the Causeway from
some of our players in the next issue of

t he
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Nigel blitzes the World Champions

igel stayed on in Johor Bahru Joel Wapnick WSC 1999 Champion
to play in the Tournament of  Brian Cappellett&/SC 2001 Champion
Champions. This is a special  panypol Sujjayaki8e 2003 Champion
tournament in which Michael Tang Adam Logan  WSC 2005 Champion

ten world champions together to play in q\llgel Richards WSC 2007 Champion

this event. David Eldar, the 2008

Causeway Champion, was invited to fill Pakorn Nemitrmaf&ak009 Champion

the 10th spot. But even in this elite field of
impressive players, Nigel managed an
Background outstandingly impressive win, winning the
London in 1991 was the beginning of tournament with a twegame margin and a
true international Scrabble. That was massive spread

when the World Scrabble Championship At the end of the first day, Nigel was
was held for the first time. Since then the in the lead with 8 wins after the first 9
World Scrabble Championship has been games. By the end of the second day, and

held every second year, and this has after 18 games, he was still in the lead
produced a pantheon of winners. Nobody With 15 games. By the end of the third
has ever won the World Scrabble day, and after 27 games, he had won 19,
Championship twice. with a whopping 1415 spread (next

In more recent times the Causeway highest spread was 692!)
Scrabble Challenge has also come of age It was during the fifteenth game that
as an outstanding international event, andNigel played what is bound to become
the winners have also merited a place in part of the folklore of international

Scrabble history. Scrabble. He beat (the official scoreboard
In 2010, Michael Tang announcedthes @i d opul veri sedo! )
inauguralfournament of Champions .  325. Nigel played 7 bonus words

This took place in Johor Bahru from the 7 GaRCINIA, BOORKAS, ACQUITE,

-9 of December 2010, straight after the =~ TROWELS, CESAREAN, PEDIGREE and
9th Causeway Scrabble Challenge. Ten PENLIGHT.

acknowledged champions from across the ~ Amazingly, his first five bonus words
years were invited to play 27 rounds, a fullvere played consecutively, and there

round robin each day. were no triple triples to acquire that

) o incredible score. Only three of his turns
It was an impressive list of (including when he only had 2 letters left
competitors at the end) were non bonus words!!!!!

Peter Morris ~ WSC 1991 Champion Amazingly, Adam still managed to play
Mark Nyman ~WSC 1993 Champion W0 bonuses, WOMANISE and
David Boyes WSC 1995 Champion RAINOUT.

k Wi

David Eldar Causeway 2008 Champion

Ad
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Hard to imagine how all those words
fitted on the board! To find out what the
board looked like, or to follow any games
you can go to

http://www.causewayscrabble.com/
champs/games.html

Well done Nigel, the ultimate
champion!!!

Tournament of Champions
- by Jeff Grant, Independent

see ten of the wwpedtdds greatest

ever Scrabble players face offina  Pat annotated a number of games for
triple round robin over three days at the Peter Morris (US), who won the first
Zon Regency Hotel, Johor Bahru, World Scrabble Championship in London
Malaysia, from-B December, 2010. Full in 1991. It was generally thought that
credit to Scrabble entrepreneur Michael Peter would struggle, having not played
Tang for getting together the higtiass any serious Scrabble for seventeen years.
field, which featured nine of the ten world The prediction seemed accurate after he
champions from 1992009 (including finished 49th out of 50 in the Causeway
New Zealander Nigel Richards), plus marathon beforehand.
David Eldar of Australia, 2008 Causeway Pat found Peter to be a real gentleman
winner and 2006 World Youth Champion. and a fine Scrabbler too. He proved his

The standard of play was phenomenalhbility by finishing 8th in the Champions

A casual stroll around the small room event, ahead of two great North
revealed boards festooned with words ~ American players, Brian Cappelletto (US)

Itwasaprivilegebeingpresenttosort of move doesndt ha

like TUILYIE, BOTHRIA, HAIRIFS, and Joel Wapnick (Canada). In one game,
ANATOXIN, PUGGREE, WAVEROUS, Peter played CIGARETTE through a
ZOFTIG, LONGCASE, NINCOM, separated T and E. Very appropriate as he

ADVOWSON, ECBOLIC, PECCAVI and has worked for a tobacco company most
DECISTERE. Predictably, the last one wasf his life.

Ni gel 6ds. He pl ayed a Thereweeedotn ofidrduak sta@iest |
words in Johor Bahru, including saw Mark Nyman (UK), the 1993 world
EARWITNESS, which got people talking athampion, with an unpromising rack of
the Causeway event the previous week. AIIJNNTT, play TJANTING onto a floating

Nigel was a worthy winner of the G. Unfortunately for Mark this allowed
i naugur al 0 Champi o ncer@nt wooduichampion Pakdrrut h e
had to work hard for the winnettake-all Nemitrmansuk (Thailand) to play

$US10,000 prize, gaining victory in some EQUISETA through the first T for 203!
games only on the last move, and proving A similar thing happened to Panupol
that he is human with the occasional Sujjayakorn (Thailand), the 2003 world
error, including a play of NELWY* champion, while playing David Boys
(instead of NEWLY) at one stage. That (Canada), the 1995 champ, in the second



to last round.
Panupol played the
impressive
INHOOPED onto

a D, but David had
the right tiles to
make the triple
triple DIARIZES
through the | for
203. Some
a cruel game!

After watching
most of N
games, | now have
a better
appreciation of
what a brilliant
player he is, and
very modest with
it. In a game against
David Eldar, Nigel
was left with an
awkward final rack
of HLRTW. He
was able to play
ROWTH around a
separated O and T,
setting up FELT/TROWTH for his LT. CESAREAN, PEDIGREE, PENLIGHT.

Nigel receives his cheque from the Princess of Johor

Fantastic! When complimented Quite incredible!

afterwards, Ni gel s i @npdayythres, anithd secodlto lasth o u g h t

was obvious, go o utganeNigel played Panwpel,seeding a win
From all of Ni gel t0sakgthingesafe with drouadeto ge.t a n d

out to me as particularly memorable: Early on Nigel put down SEDATES, then

On day one, Nigel got five bonus later SEDATING, and finally by extending
words against Mark Nymadand lost! SEDATES to SEDATEST he was able to
Mark had three bonuses and several highplay STROAMED onto a D, subsequently
scoring norbonus plays, winning 544 winning quite comfortably.
502. The dictionary defines SEDATE as
On day two, Nigel played whatwas 6 cal méd, ©o&6composed6, ©6u
probably the game of the tournament.  character or manner. That's certainly an
Against 2005 world champ Adam Logan apt descri ption of the
(Canada) he got seven (!) bonus words Scrabbler.
andwon718325. Apart from Nigel 6s
opening move and a twietter outplay on
move ten, his intermediate moves were
as follows: GARCINIA, BOORKHAS,
GUB, ACQUITE, TROWELS,
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Norfolk Island 2010
- by Jeff Grant, Independent

The 22nd Norfolk Island Scrabble Mason the Music word with STRAINS.
Festival was held on 1115 October, at the The prize for the most unusual word
Colonial Hotel. Itis now 25 years since  of the festival went to Delcie Macbeth for
the first event, and this time itwas colder L AUWI NE (an aval anche),
and windier than usual on the island. Pat Fe mmes Fat al es® (Corren
and | managed only two swims at Emily  Jacky) narrowly won the Word Puzzles
Bay, but of cour se ctohnep ewneiattihoenr adhiedandd tof t
affect the Scrabble. Monstersd(Delcie and h
This year Glennis Hale and | hosted 26Geard).
players from various parts of Australiaand Be v 6 s a npoiat GRAZE stobdl
New Zealand, including many who had nogs the highest turn until Anson Bay winner
come before and several who have been Joan Thomas got 167 for OVERUSED on

h
e

ten times or more! Everyone played 21 atriplet r i pl e. Joands 616 i
games in the main event with the option the highest of the week, and possibly the

of at least two more in the handicap highest ever recorded at Norfolk.

knockout. Needless to say, there were Jean won the Knockout event from

dozens more social games played aroundJacky. The writing was on the wall when
the island during the week. There were  Jean beat Lynn in the semis with a final
lots of close games, some decided by justplay of JEANS! Delcie took out the plate

a point or two, but surprisingly there from Merle Skopp.
were no draws. In one game the Glenda was a wetleserved winner of
combatants battled themselves to a the Sportsperson award, and NZ retained

standstill. Both players had full racks and the Team Trophy. At the prizgiving

there were two tiles leftinthe bag, but di nner at Governoro6s Lo
nowhere on the board to place even one night it was an emotional moment for

letter!

The spot prizes were well
spread around. Jean Boyle wo
the Animal prize with
CHARGER, Lynn Wood got
THREADS for the Jewellery
word, Wayne Willis displayed
ZING to win the Z prize and wa
even ZINGIER for theING
word. Francoise Finlayson with
EQUIPE and Michelle
Sturzebecher with ROOKIES
took the Sport prizes, Jacky
Booth played the lovely
OXYGENS for the X word, An
Hagley got DINNERS for the
Food & Drink word, Bev Jeff presents the Sportsperson Award to the winner,
Wilkinson won the Occupation Glenda Geard
spot with BEGUILER (?) and Judy
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Lynn when she went up with the winning
Kiwis on behalf of mum Thelma Chisholm Norfolk Island
who was feeling poorly apy®eldeMeBeth Independene
there to share the kudos. My sister Glenda Geard and | have just

Lynn and Thelma exemplify the spirit arrived back from my first trip to Norfolk
of friendly competition for which Norfolk Island and the Scrabble Festival. The first
is known. One of the enduring memories thing that struck us upon our arrival was
of the tourney occurred when everyone the friendliness of the locals, some
had quietly settled down for the start of  standing out by their gates and waving as
another game when from down the back athe plane came in to land. The waving
voicerangoufi OF U! 6 |t was$ daidmplisy op there as |
Thelma announcing the tiles drawn to when we set off in our rental car to
determine who started. Of course the explore the island. It took a while to get
room erupted in laughter. Lynn had an-up into the habit of waving back to every
anddown week, which she reckons was passing vehicle.

typified by two games against Delcie. In There was lots of Scrabbling over the

the first round she played OVERGLAD, week, 21 games in the main competition

and won, but in the second she got and more games in the knockout

OVERSAD, and lost! competition, plus Jeff
All'in all another memorable Scrabble puzzles.

Festival on beautiful Norfolk Island. The Scrabbling began on Sunday and

Everyone had a bal |Glenddand | ohly jusenmadedt bagcklintimed e
back, so why not join us in 2011 for a for the start of the knockout challenge as
week of Scrabble, word puzzles, shoppingwe had decided that the couple of hours
sightseeing, picnics, swimming, diving, goliye had free was enough time to go
bush walks, sunbathing, wining and diningtramping in the National Park. We started
or just relaxing with a good bodkthere's  our walk from the top of Mt Pitt with its
plenty to keep you occupied! panoramic views over the island and
[Final results on page 46.] headed down the well maintained bush
paths with huge Norfolk pines
and beautiful bird life. It was all
uphill on the way back and we
arrived at the Scrabble venue
hot and bothered and just in
time to play in the knockout
challenge and meet some of
our Australian opponents.
There were 26 players at the
festival with more Aussie
\ contestants than Kiwis.
) It took a while to get the hang
: of the Australian free challenge
% } = rule and it seemed that our

-~
. & 1 | opponents were challenging

The NZ group from the Fletcher Christian motel (frgr]rQSt of our words, t.’Ut we
left): Glenda, Delcie, Joan Thomas, Lynn Wood aRd - got into the swing of it

) ' ' Y ourselves seeing as there was
Ray Thomas.




Glenda standing inside a giant Moreton
Bay Fig tree.

no penalty.
Each day was a combination of
Scrabble and free time for shopping,

exploring, fishing or taking one of the local

tours.

The overall winner of the Festival was

Joan Thomas followed closely by Hazel
Purdie. The week ended with a
presentation dinner on the Friday night
with good food and lots of prizes.

Thanks to Glennis Hale and Jeff and
Pat Grant for all the time and effort they
put into the organisation of this festival.

| am definitely looking forward to the
next time.

Better dictionary
definitions

ADULT A person who has stopped
growing at both ends and is
now growing in the middle.
BEAUTY PARLOR A place where
women curl up and dye.

CANNIBAL Someone who is fed up
with people.

CHICKENS The only animals you eat
before they are born and
after they are dead.

COMMITTEEA body that keeps minutes
and wastes hours.

DUST Mud with the juice
squeezed out.
EGOTIST Someone who is usually

me-deep in conversation.
HANDKERCHIEF Cold storage.
INFLATION Cutting money in half
without damaging the
paper.
MOSQUITO An insect that makes you
like flies better.
Grape with sunburn.
Something you tell to one
person at a time.
SKELETON A bunch of bones with the
person scraped off.
TOOTHACHE The pain that drives
you to extraction.
TOMORROW One of the greatest
labour saving devices of
today.
An honest opinion openly
expressed.
Something other people
have, similar to my
character lines.

RAISIN
SECRET

YAWN

WRINKLES
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Quake story from Lyn and Awhi

by Lyn Dawson, Christchurch
[Lyn is the new owner of Awhi, Oliviads

t 4:36am on Saturday 4

A September our world

changed for ever. We were
awoken by a sharp jolt followed by heavy
shaking and a terrible roar for about 40
seconds. | realised quickly that this was a
biggie and that there was no point in
trying to take cover as we were being
thrown around so much.

Oddly enough, | felt no fear, but when
the shake stopped | scrambled in my
bedside drawer for my torch. Everything
felt like a torch! But eventually | found it
and then the hunt began for my glasses
which had been left on top of the cabinet.
They had disappeared but fortunately my
spare glasses were by the torch and so |
got out of bed to check the dogs and the
house. Two very frightened dogs crept
into the bedroom and then stayed hard
by me as | went through the house. My front door and a door to the toilet had

Lyn Dawson

first thought was to get to the pantry jammed and all the water in the toilet
where we keep a big torch and that was bowl had been sloshed onto the floor.
where the enormity of what we had The priority was to make sure we

experienced started to become apparent.were safe, make an area safe for the dogs,
During the big shake John had tried to  and check the neighbours. So | simply

get out of his side of the bed but was swept glass into piles around the oven
unable to because, we later discovered, aand then fed the dogs to calm them
lowboy had fallen against it. Several hourslown. By this time neighbours were

later my glasses were found; they outside calling to check and so we all met
appeared to have flown off the top of the up on the street outside in the dark. All
bedside cabinet into a drawer that had  were alive and well. But we had no

been flung open and then closed! power, phone, cell phones, water, or (we
The house was a tip. At first it correctly assumed) sewage.

seemed that anything that could be With daylight we were able to get a

thrown around was, but as the cleanup better idea of the damage and we realised

began the damage seemed to be just how lucky we were. We were totally

somewhat directional but even then reliant on a transistor radio and learned

there was no explanation for some that we were less than 30km from the

cupboards being flung open and emptied epicentre of a 7.1 earthquake. This was
but others alongside staying shut even the size of quake that devastated Haiti a
though the contents had moved. The few months ago with about 240,000
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people killed and many more injured. We |ltds September 28 now,

all survived. Only a few people were have aftershockd over 1,000 to date

injured and only two were seriously hurt. according to the univer
You will have heard the story that being counted. | now know all about sleep

dogs and other animals bark or call beforedeprivationdot her eds not hi ng |
earthquakes. They dafiensBock at bBdincekoi petore ofd A wh i
were quick enough to come racing for sleeping! This has been quite disconcerting
cuddles and reassurance afterwards and because we tend to consider disasters as
were very confused and clingy for some single events, such as fire or flood, with a
time. Later, as dawn was breaking, the  definite end so one can then get on with
birds started to sing and for me that was life. But a major earthquake is different
all the proof | needed that life would go  because it keeps recurring and at times
on. and intensities that we cannot control or

_ _ i predict. So we stay on edge

] " \ |
|

sk i

- | and are noticeably jumpy.

| Fortunately the strength

and intensity of the

aftershocks are decreasing.
Webve been | et of
Some cracked concrete in

the paths and a crack

through the garden shed.
Thereds minor cra
the floor and ceiling joins of

the gib board in the garage

and just a few small cracks

in the interior plasterwork

of the house. Some kitchen

coffee mugs and glassware

were broken as were a few

prized pieces of china and
glassware. It is estimated

that 5,0006,000 houses

may have to be replacedl

some are nearby.

November 199we d ve now
had more than 2,000

aftershocks. Our contents

insurance claim was quickly

and easily dealt with by

phone and webfve b

John tackling some breakfast watched keenly by Awhi Wi cheque will be in the
is giving a good impression of a starving animal. AftersfBéd | s ome ti me. W

were frequent so we kept having to duck under the eavd@ i/t pProperty claims in to
case any tiles fell. both EQC and our insurers

Water has spilt from the 2ytRepleshocksars 4w puc|
the shake. contintling to take quite a
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tol I . Roof til es h ghatethessthadblsodeld thesnmveimeéntv e h a
lay plastic sheeting in the loft. Cracks  we relaxed. | call it the Christchurch

around doors and windows are twitch.

numerous and extending and the joinery I'tds now 25 November.

is starting to look quite stressed. Outside is not easy because of the state of the
we have cracks appearing in the mortar roads and footpaths which can change
between the stonework. The new front  from day to dayd one nearby footpath
gate keeps jamming. As we still come intavas cleared up and new gravel put in and
the minor damage category we may not levelled ready for resealing. It now has

be assessed for several months. about a 30 degree lean!
It is estimated that $20m will have to But on the bright side, I'm looking
be spent repairing the infrastructure forward to redecorating. The house has

alone in Halswell. Other affected suburbsperformed exactly as it should and we
are up to $190m. The roads and paths now seem to have more cracks than a
around here are amessandcanchangebui | der s conventi on!
from day to day, depending on the last  pull some of their stone cladding in and
shake. Several houses in the out, fortunately ours is still pretty firmly
neighbourhood have been condemned, in place even if the mortar is cracked.
others are seriously damaged although | nsi de, |l dve noticed t
still habitable. Aftershocks are thankfully gib in place are working loose and have
fewer now but tend to be quite stron§  broken through paint and paper in some
up to 4.9. places. Surreal, but surprisingly, |

On a personal note, everyoneisstil woul dndt mi ss the expe
jumpy. As Gary Moore, a former mayor, anything.
has said, everyone else in the country hasVe are just so lucky on several counts:
moved on after the big shake but we surviving a quake stronger than the one
cannot because they just keep coming. that killed over 200,000 in Haiti, coming
Last night | was at a gathering on the 14tlihrough uninjured, and having so little
floor in a city hotel when we had a shake.damage. Life is very precious indeed.
You could spot the locals immediately.
We froze, glanced around quickly to
check ot hedwadthisrrealyat i ons
shake® then, secure in the knowledge

Fortunately some of my Scrabble books remained safe!
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; need it.
ParaprOSdOklanS 1 Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a

- by Sophocles Fudd  fruit; wisdom is not putting it in a fruit
According to the Dictionary of salad.
Rhetorical Terms (2010), a 1 She got her good looks from her
paraprosdokian ( Gr eefgherdhe®somd pl astic sur
expectationd) is ang HdokYd Erificis€Lmar Wakia ik t O

aphrase, clause or sentence., frequently = { 3 i s shoes; that wa)

used for humorous or dramatic effect. away and he wondt have
The word seems a fairly recent

invention. 1tds not all owed in Scrabble,

isndt |isted in majSoringlingef erences |ike the

Oxford English Dictionary and big -by Mazy Quintal

Websterds. The fi gur pamafongdnieedardhead aRdaleay e 1 ,
has been around for a while. Here are a keen Scrabbler. | recently re&tbar

few famous examples: Nothingoy Dean Koontz and recorded the
9 On his feet he wore... blisters. following words used in conversation by
Aristotle two serious surfers. None of them are
T 16ve had a per f ec tllowediw$cratble!'hat's goiegwe?ni ng,
but t hi sGeowmMat i BOARDHEAD* keen surfer
f You can always count on the BROLY* brotherly
Americans to do the right thing after GYROSPAZ*  a hopeless, disruptive
they have tried everything else. surfer
Winston Churchill HOTTEN* to grow hot
For your amusement, here are some MACKER* a big wave (from Mack
clever modern paraprosdokian sentences truck)

from a list doing the rounds on the Net:  MACKING*  big, scary (of a wave)
1 Iwant to die peacefully in my sleep like NUTBALL* crazy; idiot (nutcase +

my grandfather, not yelling and screwball)
screaming like the passengers in his SLACKERHOOD* idleness
car.
T 1f 1 agreed with yr@deyeGd both be
wrong. N . —qy oan Sparrow_ .
T1 didnét say it WaSIarMQk%Jnngd@n%raEd’rec nty S ai d |
was blaming you. bought a plastjc o6dibbe
f Money candt buy hadpnpfedrhousebadordifgto the
makes misery easier to live with. blurb on the pack, you
f Youdre never too qithéthe dibBer &ng gehitly lift seedlings
something stupid. with the widgero.
9 To be sure of hitting the target, shoot While DIBBER is listed in Chamber's
first and call whatever you hit the Dictionary and is therefore allowed in
target. Scrabbl e, W DGER* doesn
9 To steal ideas from one person is appear in any dictionar
plagiarism; to steal from many is itds just a commerci al
research. WIDGET?

I Abankis a place that will lend you
money, i f you can prove you dondt
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Plate spotting has resulted in my mind

Seasonal questions to ponder becoming proficient in retaining allowable
Q. How does Good King Wenceslas like two-and threeletter words.
his Pizza? Bonus words are not the only
A. Deep pan, crisp and even. weapons we, in the lower grades, depend
Q. Did you hear about the dyslexic Goth? on_ A full knowledge of two, three and
A. He sold his soul to Santa. many fourletter words will win many a
Q. What do Sant ads garheagamst falyerstwithgyredt fohut h
Pole get from sitting on the ice too skills.
long?
A. Polaroids. _
Q. What are the f oulstofgopurgamesbyygar a mano s
life? 1901: Tiddly Winks
You believe in Santa Claus. 1934: Sorry
You dondt believe 1936:M&apoly a Cl aus.
You get a job being Santa Claus. 1943: Chutes and Ladders
You look like Santa Claus. 1948: Scrabble
Q. Why is Santa so jolly? 1949: Clue and Candyland
A. Because he knows where all the bad 1956: Yahtzee
girls live. 1959: Risk

1960: The Game of Life
1965: Operation

1966: Twister

1967: Battleship

1971: Uno

Vehicle registration plates 1974: Hungry Hungry Hippos

by Ray Goodyear, Christchurchl 982: Trivial Pursuit
A study of passing vehicle registration 1984: Bfil(_jerdash
plates over the last ten years has proved 1986: Pictionary and Jenga
to be a useful method for memorising 1990: Tabqq .
two- and threeletter words. 1993: Mag'f:' The Gathering
The abysmal driving standard of many 1998 Cranium
Christchurch drivers forced me to choose +999: Apples to Apples
public transport for travel. Now, as | walk 2000: Blokus
or wait for buses, | observe each 2002: Sce_ne It
registration plate, quickly separating 2006: Qwirkle
allowable Scrabble words from the 2008: Bananagrams
predominantly norallowable words - Sources: Boardgames.cp_m; I—!asbro.com;
viewed on the majority of vehicles. Wikipedia.com
In the last ten years, | have only twice
sighted five consecutive allowable Scrabble
words on passing vehicles. Even four
allowable plates passing consecutively
would be rare. (I include allowable
personal plates in my sightings.)
Since thredettered plates have been
issued, consecutive allowable words have
become less frequent.
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Oversans News

Dubai
Dyl an
holds the Gulf

Scrabble record
for the highest
scoring word:
SQUATTERS, for|
208 points. In a
recent
tournament he
defeated one of
the best players i
the region, a one
time Gulf
champion who has

faced top competitors in a dozen
countries.

Dylan is 12. He was to compete as
the first representative from the UAE to
compete in the World Youth Scrabble
Championship at the beginning of
December.

Dyl an

Ghana

African Championships

1. Jighere Wellington (Nigeria)
2. Eta Karo (Nigeria)

3. Chinedu Okwelogu (Nigeria)

Israel

Israeli Open
1. Sam Kantimathi (USA)
2. Jared Robinson (Nottingham
Nomads)
3. Theresa Brousson (Malta)
Evan Cohen was top Israeli, in fifth
place.

United Kingdom
National Championships

A transsexual in a pink wig and
matching PVC dress was crowned UK
National Champion. Mikki Nicholson, 32,

3
L5
)
%.“‘;»'
2o
from Carlisle in Cumbria,

outplayed Mark Nyman, who has won
more than 20 major Scrabble contests,
including the World Championship.

Ms Nichol son said:
player is intuitive. They also need to be
good with numbers. People think
Scrabble is just about
numbers that win the game so a sound
mat hemati cal brain is

On hearing of Mikki&s
Warner said: o0Our Cause
players all got to know and play Mikki last

0A

a

D& S @grzAdNonderful, colourful character

and a great played a real bloke when
sharing a beer and a yarn in the bar after
a hard dayds pl ay,
across the board. Mikki only put on a
sparkly top and feminine persona for the
prize giving. o6 (Mikki f
event, after beating Howard in the final
game.)

The event was covered by six national
newspapers and most local media, as well
as on BBC Breakfast and BBC Radio.
Perhaps unsurprisingly, the event was the
third mostread on BBC News online the
following day.

You can play through the superb final
best of five games between Mikki and
former World Champ Mark Nyman at
http://www.centrestar.co.uk/uknsc/2010

and




Learning Scrabble: update

- by Selena Chan, Christchur

This article may be on the esoteric
side for some people. However, | hope
that most readers will find the various
articles and papers recommended as

interesting and thought provoking. All the how the expert

references / papers suggested in this
article are available on the internet and
you might | ike to
for circulation.

| undertook an exploration of the

has been going
for many years.
For general
information on

mind comes about, there is a good article
on Scientific Americarhttp://

pwwiv. cetebyte.aom/arficte$/Scibntifice pi e s €

20American%20Neuroplasticity. pdf
Another one from the Harvard

academic literature on Scrabble as a side Business reviewhftp://hbr.org/2007/07/

track from my usual research and found

the-makingof-an-expert/ar/1) on the

two articles which have much relevance tomaking of an expert provides good

all Scrabble players. When reading

background. A summary of these three

academic papers (especially the last one iarticles reveals several things: you can
this article), do a skim read and then posebecome an expert by working diligently at

a few questions that you would like

a skill; becoming a Scrabble expert will

answered by the paper. That way, you do take time; and you need to work at

the next reading of the article with a
purpose in mind and obtain useful
information for your investment in time
J.

One of the books | frequently dip into
isHow to win at Scrablilg Andrew Fisher

towards acquiring the skill in a studied and
reflective manner.

Two articles published in 2007 reveal
more details on how to go about
becoming a Scrabble expert. The first one
by E Okulicz, W Vialle, and | Verenikina of

and David Webb, published in 2004. The the University of Woolongong discusses

book discusses various useful strategies t h e

that can be used to learn words, which
words to learn and how to improve on
playing strategy. Parts of the first two
chapters of the book are available on
Google Books.
(http://books.google.co.nz/books?

id=Y5WsuWIA9lIC&dg=andrew+fisher+s and easy to follow. The premise in this
crabble&printsec=frontcover&source=bn&paper is to make use of your own
hl=en&ei=rUTnS6CIL4nkswPolaCXCQ&s community of practice as repositories of

a=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=

4&ved=0CCgQ6AEWAWH#v=0nepage&q&flearn more about Scrabble.

=fals@.

However, the book only whets my
appetite for more information on how
people can work towards becoming
better or expert Scrabble players. The
study of expertise and how it is attained

concept of the 6de

expertise within a community of practice
of Scr ab bhitpd/ro.podwadu.aw’ s 6 (
cgi/viewcontent.cgi?
article=1003&context=lirj

Okulicz is an expert Australian
Scrabble player, so this article is readable
skill and information to tap into as you

The second article is harder work. It is
on 6The world of compe
novice and expert differences in
Vi suospacial  a&ttpd verba

www.vanderbilt.edu/Peabody/SMPY/
Scrabble.pdiby D Halpern & J Wai.
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However, persistence in reading through their Scrabble and words tile bags. These
this article will reveal many gems. Each language terrorists will attempt by any
aspect of the differences between noviceslevious means possible to remove most
and experts is introduced and discussed. |, O and U vowels, together wit the
From each aspect, individuals may be abletters W, V, L and possibly Q, from your
to distil useful information, depending on Scrabble bags.
how they approach their Scrabble play. One of our top agents, a twit, noted
This may lead to improved metacognitionfor his great investigative abilities and
and formulation of strategies to improve disguised as an idiot, managed to infiltrate
your play. this fundamentalist group, who call
Several of the above indicate the themselves ELRL, or, the English
importance of maintaining mental acuity Language Reform League.

through playing board or word games. Our agent was required to sit for
Scrabble is favoured as various parts of hours amongst some twenty or so very
the brain have to be used and strangelooking people of all ages, shapes,

synchronised as a game progresses. sizes and sexes. They were bent over
Verbal abilities, spatial skills, motor what appeared to be ritual mats or

skills (tile tracking) and the computationalboards, muttering, groaning and

gymnastics associated with computing  reluctantly delving into black bags full of

scores, working out tile probabilities and alphabet soup letters.

game strategy all contribute to enhancing  Many of these anguished and

and maintaining good mental health as wérainwashed people then retired to a

age. small back room to sit huddled together,
So, rope in all ydinking attiaage ylackliquornpessiliy
friends and explain to them the mental tea,
health advantages of playing Scrabble. Our agent was able to overhear their
conversation. It would appear that larger
meetings, called tournaments, were being
Top secret

planned. Our agent made an excuse of
-forwarded by Ray Goodyear, Christchurctiredness, and left that terrifying place.

[Source: Wiki Leaks, perhaps?However, he was ordered to return,
after one weekds | eave,
surveillance of this frightening group of
fanatics threatening ou

Academic agents have reported an and world language diptiongries.
g ) . PS. To protect the identity of top

alarming trend in the increase of Ianguag%1gent Mr Bardslev Moron. he is referred
fundamentalists meeting clandestinely in ’ asiey ’ L h
small private back streets within small to as oour agento 1n t
rooms. These fundamentalists favour intelligence report. .
abolition of certain vowels and RS#- really stupid
consonants of the English language. Our
agents understand that the letters I, U
and V are foremost in their devious
fanatical designs of abolition.

Scrabble and other word club
secretaries should increase security of

For viewing only by RS# heads of
Intelligence of civilised countries
(and America)
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Twenty years ago today

- by John Foster, Independent

The following two historic what they called open events where the
announcements appearedfiorwordg1l, winner was the player with the highest
December 1990. aggregate score and wins were irrelevant

The first is notice of the forthcoming and not even recorded.
inaugural WSC. The original format was The result was that players colluded to
only used once with a Swiss draw similar toopen the board out to the triple rows and
the one now in use being adopted two maximize their scores. Game scores of less
years later in New York. than 1000 were a rarity and player averages

The second is a report on the British  in excess of 600 were commonplace. They
Championship being run for the first time  only changed when forced to by the need
as a knockout event. Many newer players to compete with the rest of the world in
are probably not aware that prior to this the World Scrabble Championships.
the British played their tournaments as

WORIL.D (ENGLISH) SCRABBILE CHAMPS

The first World Scrabble Championship. in English. is to be
held in London in late September 1991.

The organizers hove to get 48 entrants. including 8 from both
U.S.A. and the U.X.. 4 each from Australia., New Zealand and
Canada. and others from such places as Sierra Leone. Israel.
Philippines., Nigeria. SrilLanka. Thailand. Uganda and the Gulf
States., all of which have Scrabble clubs that play in English.

The Championship format will involve eight groups of 6 in a
five-game round robin. with the top 2 in each group going
through to the finals. and the remaining 32 players competing
in the Plate event. Results are to be calculated on a win basis.
not high points. Just how post-section play will be run is not
known at this stage.

Playing rules should be circulated with entry forms and
further information in the New Year. The main points of interest
will be the dictionary or dictionaries adopted. and how the
challenge rule is applied.

BRITISH SCRABBLE CHAMPS
This vears British Champicnship was run as a
straight knockout tourney once the entrants
had been reduced to 64 through the five
regional events. Sounds rather cut-throat.
doesn't it ?
The final game was shown on closed circuit
TV to an audience of Scrabble fanatics and
the general public in an adjoining hall.
with commentary by Gyles Brandreth and ex-
champ Mike Goldman. The match provided a
nail-biting encounter with Philip Nelkon
eventually prevailing to win his third title
by 389-374 over Phil Appleby. It looks
like the days of the artificial super-
scores may finally be passing.

ook R okkok ok ROk
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Anagram lists at the Pole

PRANCER has no anagrams.

The only 8letter word with his letters
(+C) is PARCENER.

VIXEN(S) has no anagrams.

+R) VERNIX

(+G) VEXING

the 7-letter bonus words using his letters.wo r d s )

RUDOLF *, despite being more
remarkable than any of the other
reindeer, has no anagrams.

+A) FOULARD
(+E) FLOURED, FOULDER
(+1) FLUORID

(+0) ODORFUL

you need an extra E for anl@tter
bonus, UPHOLDER.

And again, in cas EREou

from the cover cartoon, here are the anagral
the other reindeer:
DASHER  HEARDS

RASHED

SHADER

SHARED
DANCER CEDARN

CRANED

NACRED

RANCED
DANCER makes 19 x-Fetter words.
COMET COMTE

COMET makes 29 x-fetter words.
CUPID PUDIC
+9S) CUSPID

PALUDIC, CLUPEID, PUMICED,

DUCKPI N and CUSP4 D$akes @uwp

letter bonus words.
BLITZEN * BLINTZE
DONDER DRONED

NODDER
(Sources vary on whether the reindeer is
called DONDER or DONNER.
DONNER doesnodt hav
but does take end hooks DONNERT
DONNERD.)

(continued from the front cover)

DONDER makes 15 x-fetter words.

SANTA

ANTAS
TANAS
(not SATAN¥)

SANTA is the stem word for 108 x 7
letter words, most of them (about 80)
INVEXED, VEXINGS and VIXENLY are unusual. Believe in Santa (and study his

for |l ots of

SANTA bag in future!

Ibefore E 3 yeah, right!

- by Anon Nimious

Here are some words that have an
interchangeable IE /El in the middle

If you choose to spell him as RUDOLPH, (meanings, of course, may vary

accordingly):

BIEN

BEIN

dBRE! fogth take B)s o r b

CEIL (both take S)

Also CEILING(S) CIELINGS

DIED
DIEL
HIED
KIER
LIER
MIEN
SIES
WIEL
FIEST
FIENT
PRIEF
SPIEL
SPIER

DEID(S)

DEIL(S)

HEID(S)

KEIR (both take S)
LEIR (both take S
MEIN (both take S)
SEIS

WEIL (both take S)
FEIST(S)

FEINT (both take S)
PREIF (both take S)
SPEIL (both take S)
SPEIR (both take S)

Note that when only one of the pair

does!

Pairs

- from Val Flint, Hamilton

Another nice pair to add to Vicky
obertsondés | ist i

eSALIENl‘E

NT n nd
(Ieaépr?r%ao gp\r/ﬁlsgﬁ?ﬁﬁr a

protrusion, Both take S.

ogi f-

thenm

iSq-Btdversiprsthat | way s

t he
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EEEYOWEEE* extasy (Obs) ecstasy
. extatic Ecstatic
The very first vowel heavy words taught EampsteA small rodent [More usually HAMSTER

to new scrabble players are, invariably, EUO . .
and EUOUAE. earken To listen attentively [More usually

Have you ever looked them up in the HARKEN]
dictionary? idealogyA system of ideas [More usually IDEOL(
They both mean the sami a cry of idiotcy Idiocy
bacchic frenzy. BACCHIC means riotously  imposterOne who pretends to be another [More
drunk! _ usually IMPOSTOR]
500000008 the next time you are isobare A line connecting points of equal

riotously drunk you will know what to da@
yell out eeeyoweee ( pronunciation
uncorroborated )d and then raise another

atmospheric pressure [More usually ISOBAR]
macrami(Turkish) a fringe or trimming of knotted

glass to BACCHUS* , the god of wine. thread [More usually MACRAME]
Incidentally EVOVAE has the same medle (Obs) MEDDLE
meaning. misletoeThe parasitic plant [More usually

Joan Thomas, HastingsMISTLETOE]

. . . momenté souvenir [More usually MEMENTO

Sic! (altemative spellings) monimerobs) M ON[UMENT y ]
-from the Association of British Scrabblgy ngoogen Indian animal of the civet family, a

Players website great slayer of snakes and rats More usually MC

alledge (Obs) to allege Pl MUNGOOSES, not MUNGEESE, though MO

ambassy\n embassy , take either MONGOOSES or MONGEESE

aquafer An underground reservoir of WatE@HQIChA small pennon Also PENSEL, PENCEL

can be extracted for surface use [More Uf)‘é?QWad@bs) PERSUADE
AQUIFER]

. . ollicy (Qbs) POLICY
artifact Something made [More usually %3 Eéﬁ s) PURSUIT

Il

b
ashler A squared or dressed stone use Jurtray (Obs) PORTRAY
building or facing a wall; (verb) to face wi Qﬁﬁmr@bs) POIGNANT

[More usually ASHLAR] rellish  (Obs) RELISH
atchieve(Obs) to achieve eve, reprive, réySEREPRIEVE

\ repre
brocoli A type of cabbage [More usually,%%g&qglr it, retraj@bs) RETREAT
caried Affected by CARIES, tooth decaygjad | (Obs)l SALAD

carrat A unit of weight used for gems [l\geé‘ﬁary (Obs) scenery
usually CARAT] sleezy Sordid [More usually SLEAZY]

cie_ling Ceiling spacial Relating to space [More usually SPATIA
chickoryA bldkowered herb [More usuallygoin A joint of meat [More usually SIRLOIN]

C_HICORY_] surviver One who survives [More usually SURVI
cigaret Cigarette synonymésS spelling of SYNONYM
cundum A condom tallent An old weight [More usually TALENT]

dandriff Flakes of scruff on the scalp [Moﬂﬁﬁmlébbs) unrhymed

DANDRUFF] visiter One who visits [More usually VISITOR]
developdObs) to develop wimbrel A bird like a curlew [More usually
drownd (Coll) to drown WHIMBREL]

etherial Characterized by lightness and

insubstantiality; intangible [More usually ETHEREAL]
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My pack of cards

- by Jennifer Smith, Hamilton

In the leadip to Christmas, many request programmes on the radio play the old story of the soldier

who took out a pack of cards in church. Do you remember it?
Hereds my Scrabble version:

hen | consider why thereis And when | i e 5 é
Wnolinapackofcards,l wel |, I won n go
real i se that thereldlserelare & aetes
need two people for a game of Scrabble. 5454 fours, but 12478 ’
And thatds why, wfivesn | see t I
picture two keen Scrabblers (one of them, Instead, when | look
me) sitting opposite each other at a table. at the 5, | think of the U
When | think of the 2, | also picture the  satisfying 5 points | get when my word
two blanks, preferably appearing oty survives a challenge. | never mind giving
rack d but not both at once, thank you! away the 5 points for an unsuccessful
The 2 also reminds me how useful twochallengé rather that, than finding out
-letter words are, and how relieved | am  afterwards that khould have challenged.
that (barring lapses in concentration!) | When | see the 6, | 06m
dondt get those wr othegmastbonusmards eget. HDW aftene
are 124 tweletter words, butwhenllose t hi nk, ol f only that | a
concentration, it would When | see the 7, I think of that
help if OT wereincluded gl ori ous thing, the bon
as the 125th! see ‘Zletter words on my rack more
And when I think ofthe o f t en. (I'dm not saying
three, I rememberthatl | 6 m s ay i mepthdmimbrel i ke t o
can still be surprised at  often!)
the odd threeletter word When | think of the 8, | think how |
that | &dm s ur a@teninéglea to searché¢he board for the
seen before! eighth letter that will turn my seven tiles
When | think of the 3, | think of Club into a bonus play. The 8 also reminds me
nights, when we have an uneven number of the eight premium triple letter score
of members present. squares that can turn small words into
The 3 also reminds me that there are whopping scores.
three parts to every game, the beginning, When | see the 9, 1 dm
the middle, and the endgame, and all of Gerald Warner, who is commemorated
them are important. If | want to improve every year at Whangarei when a prize is
my game, | dm goi ng awardedfer the bedt Betteswioral.p
thinking that o0t wo o Whenlxcbnsidehthred®lthinkofthee b ad:

and do something about my endgate 10 points per minute that | have to

my inaccurate tile tracking, inadequate or subtract from my score far too

nonexi stent anal ysi sfrequéntlyrfoy soraneone o das be@rs

last tiles, shortage of time, and lack of playing for as long as | have!

forward planning to go out in two turns. When | look at the K, Q and J, | think
When | think of the 4, | think of the of three of the five high scoring letters.

huge gaps in my-kétter word vocabulary.



The numbers 5, 8, and 10 also remind meher encouragement

of the values of the high scoring letters.

The four Kings and four Queens
remind me of people in the Scrabble
scene. My Queens (the women | most
admire) are Joanne Craig, Lynne Butler,
Olivia Godfrey and June Mackwell. My
Kings (the people | most want to
dethrone!) are Howard Warner, Jeff
Grant, Nick Cavenagh and David Gunn.

When | look at the Ace, | think of
Nigel Richard$) as do champion Scrabble
players throughout the world.

And then | remember that a pack of
cards would be nothing without an eight
of spades, a four of clubs, or a three of
di amonds. (I think

that | should be
thanking her for.
There are 26 red
cards and 26 black,
the same number as
the letters of the
alphabet. When |
count the number of
spots on a deck of cards, | find 365, the
number of days in a year; there are 52
cards, the number of weeks in a year; and
4 suits, the number of weeks in a mondh
nowhere near enough for all the Scrabble
I 8d Ilike to play.
Hearts remind me of our love of the
ghndenspaades,tthe hardavbrk Needledrtot s .

The Joker, or wild card, reminds me ofkeep improving; Clubs, the very

that precious commaodity, the blank.
When itds new, a

foundation of our Association; and

p adci ka noof n dcsa, r dtsh eh adst rtewaos u r

Jokers. Most card games, though, are onlhAssociation, Clubs and tournaments, and
played with one Joker. This should remindwho share their knowledge and

us not to be greedy and expect to get

both blanks in a game. When | look at the

Joker, | also remember that the game is
meant to be fun. We should always enjoy
the fun in a game of Scrabble, blanks or
not, nice racks or not, win or lose.

When | think of t
thinking of the four Ss. In fact, | think of
them lots of times during games! The red
suits remind me how much | like my red
tiles, though
letter values are rubbing off far too
quickly.

There are 13 cards in each suit
about the same number of turns each
player has in a game of Scrabble. And |
remember that | was
about 13 when |
started playing
Scrabble with my
mot her . 16
for the love of words
I inherited from her
o or perhaps it was

I 6m di

experience with the rest of us.

Finally, when | see
reminded that a good player is one who
makes the most of the
dealt.

= n ot

| FRESH
FISH
NOVW HERE

t he

m

Prebbleton; Canti 5 et
-sent in by Su Walker, Mt Albert
Source: NZ Listener, October 2010
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Alternative Scrabble o funny indeed!

- by Jeff Grant, Independent
e recently bought a cheap
($14-90) Scrabble setin a
shop in Onehunga. It

comes in a bright blue box with a red E -mm
banner boldly emblazoned SCRABBLE (n E
trademark symbol) and is made in China Sy S g e Pt gift for
by Xuchi. The acco theché%d;{énf : ogo
is rather appropriate. : :

A message on the back of the box say:
the game is not suitable for children under  The information leaflet is classic.
3 (start them young!) and diagrams warn Words on the glossy colour board
the tiles shoul d n odtagrdme appearttocoem mogtly Rrenchiamd t h e
mout hoé), or t hr own chityotinsteuctibnais gten(loétino ai m
peoplesd), and t he tlmslgionnHes trea dfewgbnes: used t o
strangl e anyone ( 0nfo Letted bomus ahdwojd bonus is only

The flat board is striking, with bright calculated during this letter or these
blue norpremium squares, light and dark words is placed.
green double and triple letter squares  q Al these letters of Wild card does not
(described as 0bl ueod reprdsentskores, But iteanirePlbce
instructions), and a jigsaw system across some other unimportant letters.
the middle to enable dismantling. ' In order to record the scores, you are

There are four purple plastic racks, required to copy the score paper in
and the usual tiny green bag to hold the page 15 beforehand. [There is no
102 smooth tiles: 15 x E, 8 x 1,5 x L, 6 x scoresheet anywhere, or a page 15]

0,6xS,6xU,1xW,1xY anda few .

: o ' P 9 During the process of repeat the
other differences. The Q is worth only 8 . .
points, and the K, W XQand Y are ng’th game, every player will have a right to

: P choose letters to form one word or

10, although the game layout pictured on replaces one letter or even gives up.

the box shows the K worth 5 and the X 1 The pl blishes it t
worth 8. The picture also includes the ' Ne player publishes 1ts scores after
finishing current game.

words MN and TEASN! i
T Inthe final repeat,

the player needs to
look for the same
quantity of letter
which already used to
keep 7 letters on the
- tray.

1 (and finally)
9 If this explanation
you candt wunder
please summarize the
rules after making
mistake.

+ee.IFY 1O MaKe

the most of a -
Triple Word scur(/
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Hall of fame
i, allow me to introduce mean. My skill | . i
H myself (which | usually do as a trapeze .
with a theatrical flourish): artist quickly g.) ~?4’
I dm Jul es, and | popsariseditie o el s e
France, in 1842. | was destined to join thesuit, which | R

legal profession, and had even passed mycalled a
Law exams. However, at the age of 18, 1 MAILLOT, and |
began to experiment with trapeze bars, it soon made
ropes and rings suspended over a its way from
swimming pooB | should tell you that my the circusinto |
father was a gymnastics instructor. | later Parisian ballet |
joined the Cirque Napoleon. studios.
I made my first public appearance as aEventually,
trapeze artist on November 12, 1859. 1  though, the
then went on to become the first French (and -
performer to turn a full somersault in mid Scrabble) word MAILLOT came to mean a
-air and jump from one trapeze to the swimsduit or jersey.
other. My act generally lasted 12 minutes, | died in 1870 in Spain, aged 28, of

as | leapt between three trapezes smallpox or cholera, nobody is sure
concluding with a final somersault onto a which. However my name lives on. Did |
carpetcovered safety mat. It was so mention that my surname is Léotard?
revolutionary that ceartists sponsored a The first recorded use of the term,

banquet in my honour, and | was even  LEOTARD, was made in English in 1886,
presented with a commemorative medal. many years after my death. In the early

In May 1861 | moved to England and 20th century, leotards were mainly
made my début at the Alhambra Theatre, confined to circus and acrobatic shows,
Leicester Square, London, where | treatedand initially worn by men. Nowadays,
diners by performing my act above their leotards are commonly worn in figure
headdwi t h no saf ety skatind, mddért dante, tdaditidrial ballet
appear to put them off their meals.) For and gymnastics, and by men and women
this, | was paid £180 per week. Not bad alike. The leotard has even influenced the
thatos about A12, 50s0t ypleer owe eplemarbathirysoiisorn e
modernday terms. This is a picture of me in the garment

I made such an impression, that in that bears my name. Think of me when
1867 George Leybourne wrote the song you play MAILLOT or LEOTARD
0The Daring Young Managram BELATOR, orfelwlgoiactyses or
Trapezed about me. bringsacharge againstsomeone.]

| was terribly vaird with good reason,
if | say so myself. | had an impressive

physique and my act was breathtaking. It Personal phones

was no wonder | was extraordinarily - by Su Walker, Mt Albert

popular. | liked to display my physique for A young Asian woman | work with

the ladies by wearing a tigfitting always thought o0Cell P
garment with long sleeves that showedofPhones o6, as she wrote

my best features, if you know what |
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The enigmatic Nigel Richards

Copyright (c) 2009 by Stefan Fatsis
This is an outtake from the New York Times b&8twellEreak: Heartbreak, Triumph,
Genius, and Obsession in the World of Competitive Scrabble Players
Stefan Fatisis sayseé

Nigel Richards remains one of the
most fascinating fi
not just seeing him play DECA(GO)n(AL)
to beat Joey Mallick or extending FLESH
to FLESHMENT. It ds
Scrabble genius.

ltds a story few
that was in the original draft dVord
FreakBut my editor wanted to keep the
book under 400 pagéisa reasonable goal
given that this was a book about Scrabbl
a dubious proposition from the outsét
so my profile of Nigel wound up on the
cuttingroom floor.

I dug out the original manuscript from
a box in my basement and offer the lost Nigel Richards at the 2009 NSC
pages here. The setting is the 1999
World Scrabble Championship in per games in a tourname
Melbourne, Australia. | hope you enjoy. knowledge was so deep, his pestoring

ability so profound, his manner so
Q fter three rounds, eleven unflappable, that a competitor once made

players are undefeated. After a T-shirt reading: | BEAT NIGEL

four rounds, the numberis  RICHARDS.
down to six. It falls to three after five oltds I|like playing a
rounds. And after six rounds, just one  Grant, a twelvetime New Zealand
player is without a loss: Nigel Richards ofchampion, says when | ask about Nigel.
New Zealand. 0Ol dve never seen anythi

In the tight, little world of Scrabble,  word knowledge. The ability to pluck

Nigel Richards stories are legendary. them out of nowhere. 6 C
Nigel read the 1,95page Chambers his head in awe and bewilderment, as if
Dictionary five times and memorized all he has just seen a painting of the Virgin
the words. Nigel bicycled fourteen hours Mary dripping tears of blood.
overnight to a weekend tournament,won o1 6d pl ace him as t he
it, then biked home and straighttowork ever pl ayed. And 1 dve p
on Monday morning. With a rack of pl ayers. o
CDHLNR?, Nigel played CHLORODyNE If Scrabble was searching for a Bobby
through three disconnected tiles (the two Fischer, Nigel Richards might qualify. Like
Ods and the E). Ni gFelschleayedNi gel 0s knowl e
SAPROZOIC through ZO. Nigel played this case word knowledge, is so complete
GOOSEFISH. Nigel averaged 584 points as to put competitors at a usually
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insurmountable N . . i xe pum . ¢
disadvantage. And like O NI ge | IS t jﬂ)t@uni\irshy;r éjf g
Fischefi though of p | a yer | OV e thoyghdretwonay h ot
course without the ~ olagship, be ¢id

hatred, reclusiveness, doesnot S€ee€ orIyﬁn@ntTan € I’, ed
and perversity that outcome of edams.QHiempme is a0
characterized Fischeros secretary. He is

lifei Nigel the person estranged from his

is an eni gma, Scr a bfdHerewihe runsg shafieNigel saysahe ,

arriving seemingly from nowhere, doesnd6t know what Kkind

revealing little, asking nothing in return.  eleven kilometers to and from work, and
Ni gel has a r ock onweakdndstales long,tsélorideain tthe

sinewy body, with sandy brown hair countryside. He doesnbd
combed straight forward inbangsanda doesndt | isten to the
long bushy beard that make him look like much.

an Amish elder. He wears oversized Friends?

aviator glasses, jeans anagfirts, and mid 0l 8dm not close to any
-calf brown boots, and always carries a Nigel has been playing competitive

stuffed rucksack. During the tournament, Scrabble for just four years, having learned
he rents a bicycle and takes a fortyinute the game from his mother. He won the
ride every morning before the start of New Zealand national championships on
playiand pl ay start s higfirstry, ojpn A997, and la$ been kackind
never see him join a friendly game or up impressive performances in big
otherwise socialize with fellow players.  tournaments throughout Asia. Nigel has
More compelling than his mountain  won an astonishing 85 percent of his
man appearance is his demeanor. Nigel istournament games in New Zealand.
the first Scrabbl e p Whenlercapturédvagournaenéntiowh o t r
doesndt seem bot he rSydheyfthe ditedioeharmedthim thenfest o f

a game, who is interested only in the prize check and asked,
process, the intellectual challenge posed say a few words?56
by the seven letters on arack. Hewearsa Sai d Ni gel : o1 dondt

blank expression that seldom changes. He  Oh, but he does. Nigel might know

rarely reacts to what people say to (or more words than anyone who has ever
about) him, yet hi splagedtheganteeHe has cofpiledtistsd e or
hostile, either. He betrays no emotion from the computer program LeXpert and

when he plays. Arms parallel to the edge read the OSW and a book called

of the board, left hand folded over right, Redwoods that combines the British and

Nigel stares unblinkingly at the tiles beforeAmerican lists. He has indeed been

making his play: still life with Scrabble through Chambers, though not five times.

player. 0l can |l ook at things
OWhen | see you | sagsaNigelscans the pageedfthe

whet her you won or dictomsaty |ogkinggaball thernoidslistel my s

to Nigel between rounds. bol df ace. He doesndt wu
0That ds because | ordeimtions tobefpthimjedrn. Ni g e |

replies. I ask him if he has a photographic
Nigel is thirtytwo years old and lives me mory. o0l think -there

in Christchurch, where he works as a eight thousand definitions of a
technician for the water company. He photographic memory. | can recall images
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very easily, but | 6craomud tc oppudtd thtaey ei Maqe it
context. | can remember a picture, butl you can sit here and pl
candt remember wherne Igbv aosengn oiwtn. tlhijngs td
have to view the wor Migelhdssadopteda stylearsd he stickse

seen the word, | can bring itback. Butif t o i t. ol try to score
| ve only heard i t gaaristesspoeceknera points than yourc an 0t
it at all.” opponent. 6 After defeat

lectures him for playing WE for 29 points,

Nigel doesndt knolwedwiwn@orl whyUhen his r a
can do what he does. Schoolwaseasy, passed seven and gone f
because of his memory, but he was Joel says. Nigerd replie
bored. Studying the words is boring,too. poi nts i s a | ot of poin
0The cycling hel ps. Nigeldssmuseddy the legenduhmthhast h e
l'ists in my mind. é6 gewnaiedrouridhif evercbpthg ur es a
mental snapshot of a list, or the specific simple fact that other players have
page of a dict i on aropinonshiboat hidstyle, ibpercdived c a n
recall a word like CHLORODYNE, which weaknesses, and his word knowledge.
i sndt on any Scr ab ®IPe olpil ®t sklag ¢ a WHe iktn oiws
l onger than nine | evotudrds baendiicendtf iln di d.
MerriamWe b st er ds Tent ht,o thhaev eAnpeeroipclaen t hi nk t h
word source. |1 tds onNiygeln Wwhrmdntb esasy whet h
may well be that no other Scrabble playercompetition. Only that it lets him play
knows that word, 6 BRgainsttRecbestplagees amsl,.anyway, isa

I f Nigel has a werekexpesence, andthddoestikbmetv hi s
wide-open, higkscoring style often leaves experiences.
him vulnerable to counterattack by 0Competition was new
opponents who also have prodigious doesndt bother me. It
word knowledge. And Nigelisregarded chal | enge here, which i
as having a legbanproficient endgame, after. | just enjoy trying to work out the
which is variously attributed to his lack of possibilities and see what | can do, see
interest in strategic play or his reluctance what | can come up with. | can enjoy it if |
to study board positions. Indeed, Nigel wi n. | can enjoy it if
doesndt record his raAke,ydwesndrt dievappo
games, rarely kibitzes about particular ONo. 0
plays. The other top experts, particularly OHonestl y?6
the Americans, talk disdainfully aboutthis o Why i s there a reaso
gap in Nigelds abi ldiitsy,ppoowtietd ?rdaNe ggeli me
incomplete player. Naturally, Nigel here for a bit of fun. Everything else is a
doesndt care. bonus. ¢

00Once i tbés over, | tthanksts Stefah Ratsidfer perntission o r
particul ar ituati on, dordpreduce @iy aticle,
use the nex t Lhrﬂ’r’d‘to'w@k? Robet¥tsord Wéllifgtn, t ©
r e

ent. | don e he po'f&rranblﬁbltanal
death. 6 Wh t he pl ayers wan to

review one of his games, Nigel lets
themiwi t hout him. ol just keep away.
| 6ve had some people come over and say,
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Scrabble rap Bits and bobs: some definitions to
help our understanding
Nearly every Tuesday from 2004 to . .
2009, Hamil GriffirCassidy played -sentin by Lor_ra|ne V_ar_‘l Veen, Independent
Scrabble against the city of Minneapolis. T 1 BIT =1 binary digit (one of two _
Griffin-Cassidy was host of an MTN show Z :1 2 % es of information

calledTotally Scrabble Tuesdayvhich

heod position one rTa@htsIBYTEE¢pQawpWweoitep| €8

facing a camera and one facing himself; whol e character such

members of the public would callinand 1 1000 bytes = KILOBYTE (hold

tell Griffin-Cassidy which letters to play onto your hatsd we have a

from the public rack, then GriffiCassidy paragraph!).

would play his own turn. 9 1000 kilobytes = MEGABYTE (a
Griffin-Cassidy is a good Scrabble small bookd perhaps that Mills &

player, and members of the publicstarted Boon you al ways prete
forming teams to strategize about winning  like).

plays. One viewér lan Flomer, then only § 1000 megabytes = GIGABYTE (the

in high school and now a successful local  contents of about a 1®netre long

singersongwriteifi was inspired to shelf of books).
record his own Scrabble rap. - 1 1000 gigabytes = TERABYTE
Flomer sent the recording to Griffin (1000 editions of Encyclopaedia

Cassidy, who was so amused by it that he  Britannica).

took cameraman Martin Hallanger to the The following theoretical capacities seem
house of a Scrabble crew who called ridiculous nowa but who knows!:
themselves 0Team F rqe §0509tera%ﬁe§: qu-&BQ(-fEd(gO@ a

mu s ic video for Fl o mSiIﬁoH&ageEcﬁpE’rintedTeﬁt).a m Fresh
included a man by the name of John 1000 petabytes = EXABYTE

Henry, who went on to local hifhop fame (
perhaps equal to all of the words ever
as a member of MC/VL. spoken by humans).

Extracts (by ear) from the rap: 1 1000 exabytes = ZETTABYTE

Sorry for that prior wasted time (loads and loads).

But 16811 make it %11P00zepabyes 3 ¥OTIRBYTE pi i ¢y

to rhyme & (the entire contents of the internet).
But anyways | 6m g@&t1000yoabyesTRRONTOBYTE e

game (unimaginable!).

For the dollars and the hollers and - from www.whatsabyte.com
the ladies and the fame All are acceptable Scrabble words.

| 8m going to pl ac &hosaguffixegshquld pegvorig thinking e
board about if your opponent plays BYTE (note:
| © fgettimg ninetyseven point GIGA, KILO and MEGA are the only ones
reward é that are Scrabble words in their own

So give them props to our host right)

Hamil And just for completeness, the only
Call the host, and then play me other -BYTE words are QUBYTE (a

some Scrabble. sequence of 8 quantum bits), and

PRESBYTE (an old man).
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Cryptic question

-from Joan Thomas, H_astings

Herebds a

which | came across recently:
A psychological test for Scrabble

players (4, 11).
Can you solve it?

Solution postscript

Re contest no. 99

Allan Simmons (UK) has pointed out d
that & dcdrdor 17Fs p srsilg)lesb§ E‘Ya?/iﬁg
NYMPHLY (98) with L on the centre
square, followed by NyMPHLYy (73) again
across from 17 using blanks for the Ys.

Answer at the bottom of this page.

Tournament Calendar 2011

Toumament
Wellington
Pakuranga
Nelson
Rotorua

Mt Albert Memorial
Dunedin Lion Open

Kapiti Coast
NZ Masters #

South Island Championships
NZ National Champs

Whanaqarei
Hamilton

Rodney
Tauranga
Canterbury Open
Mt Albert

Norfolk Island Scrabble Festival

Wanganui
Otago Lion Open

Causeway Challenge#
World Scrabble Championship ? ?

# entry restricted to qualifiers

Note: Dates with asterisks have not been confirmed by the club.

Place Dates

Wellington 15-16 January
Auckland 29 & 30 January
Nelson 26-27 February
Rotorua 26-27 February
Auckland 19 March *
Dunedin 2-3 April

2-3 April
Auckland 23-25 April
Christchurch 7-8 May
Wellington 4-5 June
Whanagarei 9-10 July
Hamilton 6-7 August

20 August
Tauranga 27-28 Auqust
Christchurch 10-11 September
Auckland 1-2 October
Norfolk Island 15-22 October
Wanaganui 22-23 October
Dunedin 12-13-November
Johor Bahru, Malays ?

Cryptic question answer

Word association



What to do with non

Wedbve all been in
mi nutes of consider
that there is not a bonus on the rack.
What to do next?

Of course, the answer depends very
much on the state of the game, whether
youdre ahead or
there is one situation on which we can
provide some more definite advice, and
that is on the first move of the game.

| dve put the foll
Quackled a simulation computer
programmed which can replay the move
almost infinitely, giving you a points rating
for each of the possible plays. To ensure |
could write this article in a timely manner
| restricted replaying the move to a mere
2500 times!

The racks were:

1. TAILEND 2. IRELAND
3. HEASING 4. SEANIER
5. BEANIER 6. MIDSTER
7.ORIENTM 8. ETONIES
9. GAINIER 10. MMINTER

The results are as follows:

.Change D came out as 0.8 or a point
better than change L, with all other
moves at least 2 points behind that.
The play of TAILED came out 11
points inferior to changing the D.
National Champion, Mikki Nicholson
selected the correct play during his
final with Mark Nyman.

.Change L came out as 1 point better
than change N. Playing LA is 6 points
behind the best solution and all other
plays are worse.

.Playing AH or HA is a point better
than EH but interestingly, playing
HANGI is only 1.5 points worse than
AH. Of course, HANGI scores 26
points whereas AH only scores 10.

behi g
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-bonuses

- by Philip Nelkon, UK

4 tUngurprisingly \cllahige B i8 be¥t bug r e
we have a promising looking rack but after

changing EA came out slightly better

a than playingVe\ §or 4epoiritsp beoause ¢ e d

of the amount of points that EA placed
in the centre of the board will give
away.
.Playing BE for 8 points beats BEARE
0 poifits By 1.7 fdiAtgve ver ,
.Exchange D beats MID or DIM for 12
points by 3.9 points with exchange M
about the same as DIM.
9 Y\f:’la)';' Mo o 6I\fff5r 3 pantQ, p) 80H1t§ h
better than changing OM.
Change E is 1.5 points better than
changing O or OE.
.Change | is a massive 8 points better
than anything else.
1 OVIM for 12 beats change MM by 5
points.

These results only serve to emphasise
that, when you have bonus conducive
letters on the first move, then you should
go for a bonus rather than take a score.

-reproduced with
Scrabble Club News

5

6

8.

Taken for granted

At the Causeway event in Malaysia in
December Jeff Grant played Nigerian Eta
Karo.

At the end of the game, Eta had an
unplayable GRANTED (anagram
DRAGNET). After playing GNAR, Jeff

went out and Eta was left with the name

of Jeff's fathed TED!

per mi
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Hindi Scrabble

For 25yearold Manuj Dhariwal, it player
started with a simple enough question attaches
why were there so few word games in his word
Hindi? English had complex crosswords, to an
ScrabbleBoggland a thousand variations existing _
thereof, but -moste woword dlifes|="
spoken language had surprisingly little.  catch lies |

This was in 2005, when Dhariwal was in the fact 3
a student at the Indian Institute of that Indian |
Technology, working on a design project languages
to create a board game for Indian have
languages. Five years later, his pet projectnatras
has morphed into a fully fleshexit board attached -
game thatds easi ng andeeen p griom lef:Rajdt Bharival, a2 9
teachers around t hehavebalfnt gadhumita Whldritand
better way to learn a language than | et t e rvanuj DRakivial with a game
through a game?06 h ethedilsdas . of Aksharit.

Manuj and his older brother Rajat, 27, the board
co-founded their company MadRat Gameshas amatraor is used as a half letter, then
al ong with Madhumi titaembires lard the new Woedjcan brllyde wi f e
OPl aying board and naderbylincigdingthesn invthe exésting
part of our gr owi ngcounpt,edx tMadn usja yssa yRsa.j at .

The game, calle8lksharijtis an Indian In early 2009, Rajat and Haldar took a
language version &crabbleThe rulesof pr ot ot ype of t he game t
the game are similar to the English education department in the hope of
version, yet the peculiarities of the Indian sellingAksharit
languages forced them to innovate and OWe spoke to bureavucrtr
create an entirely unique set of gameplay educationalists and went over several trial
mechani sms. P lalkslyassr ss epsisci ko nsse vienn gdbover nment
and form a word with it, but the Haldar. The effort ended in an order for
distribution of letters is different. To get 6,000 game sets that would be distributed
the scoring and distribution right, the across the state.
team analysed Hindi newspapers to Since then, they have sold 12,000
understand which letters were used the Aksharisets to private and government
most . 0The ones t hasthoosmacossihe eodntry ancethey e a s t

are assigned most points while those that estimate that over 120,000 students now
are commonly used gplaythelr game In Aygust they dinclied a
explains Haldar, who handles the design. deal with Nokia. AnAkshariapp now

The biggest complication came with  comes bundled with a Nokia smartphone.
t hmatra® or vowel si gn Rajatant Haldar are det tarelease the
while to figure outmatras 6 Ma n u | baara game version in 11 different
unwilling to reveal the specifics while theylanguages, including Hindi, Kannada, Tamil,

await a patent on design. Telugu, Malayalam, Urdu, Gujarati, Marathi
Like the EnglisBcrabbleone player and Bengali early next year.
forms a word on the board and gets - Source: Wall Street Journal

points based on the location. The next
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Anagrams challenge

- from JoAnn Ingram, Tauranga
A friend gave me this intriguing anagram stofjHfeoBtrandmagazine of January 1914. Alas,
she could not find the February 1914 issue with the answers! But she has done a sterling job with the
solution herself. (I did not get all correct or even find words with them, even with the help of Zyzzyva.

Neither of wus could anagram 6o0il soapd. P
you know what degBriismayknord p6 mi ght be?
y dearneat chair , that he belonged to théest in prayer
M I am sending this letter by a  church and he maintained with his latest
ragman , knowing that the her bat that he never sympathized with the
houserats of suchred lane books as neat herds of thered tonic of sin sat on
yours will soon come to aed nuts and a tin tar tub , but, on the contrary, thought
gin of its meaning. | can well imagine the it a Simon Peter in tears .
stern action _of your good father, the Two slywear of my acquaintance plied

crymangle , should thigearly bat of surly him with wilystupid tale , and many a
foe fall into his hands, therefore | will place brillianthair mops , but he left everything

it upon thel creep safe, where you will that he had to thesheep at Cairo who
find it when you descend into youuite attended him.
spruce garden. I have the ring ofthy mates , which is

Any of hisl hire parsons would expect of somewhamheat leg design. | am sending
the heavieshine thumps which words it to you, and | hope soon to see it worn by
could inflict on approachingaymangle my rice soup little grin lad.
as thethere we sat of hisaged Ruth. Your devotedproper wish ,
Please advise me to come with whatever Arab child .
mad policy | can command.

Tonight | am going to therate door . | Wedl | give you some Wwe
wish you could go with me to hear the this addictive anagram puzzle. Answers next

a dry shop performed by thecarthorse . issue.
When | return | shall look for the light of From Wikipedia

your nice herald as nomoonstarer ever The Stranthagazine was a monthly
looked for alost linen coat . If it is still magazine composed of fictitional stories and
burning | shall take it as a sign that | may factual articles founded by George Newnes.
present myself as The first issue was on sale well before
a cat dined for into my arm to your Christmas 1890, and it iquickly settled down
respectednorsecat , so to call him. If you  to a circulation of almost 500,000 copies a
approve, send me word byreat help . month. It ran until March 1950, a total of

| have lately been very much occupied a711 issues.
the nay, | repent it . At present, the In addition to the many fiction pieces
staincrash here have raised a spirit 66 and illustrationsThe Strandas also known

love ruin among the men and one of them for some time as the source of ground

has been shot. | was hi® nurse and must breaking brain teasers, under a column

attend hisreal fun_tomorrow. called Perplexities, first written by Henry
During his last days he told me that he Dudeney, who edited the column until he

acquired muchthe law by the sale ofgil died in 1930. Dudeney introduced many

soap], andcities pant sphericatall spies, new concepts to the puzzle world, including

but he had wasted it all in trying to crush  the first known crosshnumber puzzle in

the ten tea pots of different countries. He  1926.

assured me thdive agents who visited him
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Odd signs

Do Not
Use Words
Ending In

itch, it,
| or yck "




!
g |
-
-
B ;s
‘ ¥

I 344
a




Paget2

Ramkings

NZASP Rankings list as at 29 December 2010

Ranlkame

Howard Warng018
Patrick Carter1979
Joanne Craig 1961
Nick Cavenagh919
Peter Sinton 1914
Kristian Saeth#®03
Glenda Fosterl903
Andrew Bradl@@00
Steven Brown1899
Blue Thorogod891
Jeff Grant 1886
Rogelio Talosit853
Mike Sigley 1850
Lawson Sue 1847
Lynne Butler 1845
Debbie Caldw&#32
John Foster 1807
Glynis Jenninds'81
Glennis Hale 1766
Val Mills 1762
Denise Gordoh762
Amelia Carringb8
Shirley van EsE&49
Liz Fagerlund1742
Katy Yiakmis 1738
Chris Hooks 1728
Anderina McL&684
Rosemary CleEs$3
Murray Roger$679
Marianne Beniléy4
Paul Lister 1669
John Baird 1663
Vicky Robertsb648
Peter Jones 1635
Jennifer Smithl630
Lynne Powell 1624
Helen Sillis 1620
Shirley Hol 1603
Lynn Wood 1589
lan Patterson 1581
Glenyss Buchabaf
Olivia Godfreyl573
Peter Johnstoh&73

1384 1895
667 1060
229 345
98 166
5355 736
92 146
843.5 1656
703 1348
789.5 1445
414 607

1462 1921
374 629
868 1234
3555 696
803 1304
4925 799

1254 2199
4145 876

1257.5 2246
847 1805
646 1327
265 467
331 639
803.5 1556
38 74
844 1744
3415 617
585 1274
515 992
264 591
724.5 1285
126 215
149 276
734 1512
764 1545
829.5 1642
649 1293
500.5 1087

1293 2714
187 355
556.5 1194
432 768
59.5 102

Rating Wins Games %

73%
63%
66%
59%
73%
63%
51%
52%
55%
68%
76%
59%
70%
51%
62%
62%
57%
47%
56%
47%
49%
57%
52%
52%
51%
48%
55%
46%
52%
45%
56%
59%
54%
49%
49%
51%
50%
46%
48%
53%
47%
56%
58%

RankName

44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86

Pam Robson 1565
Lorraine Van \Y6d4
Jean O'Brien 1532
Anna Hough 1528
Janice Cherry1507
Margie Hurly 1504
Shirley Martin1497
Allie Quinn 1494
David Gunn 1490
Selena Chan 1484
Joan Thomas1474
Scott Chaput 1468
Karyn McDou@db2
Herb Ramsay1457
Hazel Purdie 1448
Rosalind Phillip445
Irene Smith 1441
Lynn Carter 1436
June Mackwell417
Maureen Hollitldg1
Ella Rushton 1403
Lyn Toka 1401
Roger Coates1393
Ray Goodyeaf 373
Kaite Hansen 1367
Pam Barlow 1362
Yoon Kim Forig358
Leila Thomsoi354
Yvette Hewlet1 352
Faye Cronheli298
Clare Wall 1294
Roto Mitchell 1276
Delcie Macbett?266
Glenda Geardl265
Allison Torrant262
Rhoda Cashnidtb4
Lyn Dawson 1244
Mary Gray 1243
Pat Bryan 1243
Cicely Bruce 1237
Heather Land@@15
Marian Ross 1209
Su Walker 1185

4825
7255
8735
468
329
267
667
867.5

1041
221
740.5
108
595
105
795
382.5

95

4365
638.5
585
174
4345
575.5
189
2385
504.5
447
462
3655
696
197
532
667
843
286.5
7445
325
3315
137
142.5
262
437
7455

1055
1416
1709
955
636
507
1277
1801
2100
409
1487
177
1135
157
1625
723
196
814
1447
1142
301
825
1225
379
425
995
855
1045
769
1401
372
1048
1280
1714
551
1533
593
642
240
223
495
871
1469

Rating Wins Games %

46%
51%
51%
49%
52%
53%
52%
48%
50%
54%
50%
61%
52%
67%
49%
53%
48%
54%
44%
51%
58%
53%
47%
50%
56%
51%
52%
44%
48%
50%
53%
51%
52%
49%
52%
49%
55%
52%
57%
64%
53%
50%
51%



Ernie Gidman

Ranlkame
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97

Ernie Gidman1178
Andree Prentit&68
Colleen Cook1145
Shirley Wyatt 1113
Catherine Herir{05
Jena Yousif 1097
Steve Richards093
Ann Candler 1090
Ruth Groffman083
Betty Eriksen 1081
Roger ®alker 1072
98 Margaret Chefr§57
99 Sandra Stace{056
100 Elaine Moltzed 055
101 Liz Richards 1052
102 Karen Gray 1045
103 Malcolm Grahadd2
104 Dianne Balecr1024
105 Jo Ann Ingrani022
106 Gabrielle Bolt1014
107 Kerry Mckenna013
108 Margaret LyallL007
109 Carolyn Kyle 1001
110 Suzanne FredEdio®
111 Pam Muirhead997
112 Carole Coates995
113 Bev Edwards 966
114 Chris Handley 960
115 Veronica ZilinsR4s
116 Barbara Dunn 939
117 Tony Charlton 934
118 Judith Thomas934
119 Fran Lowe 929
120 Karen Miller 926
121 Liz Catchpole 915

319
7
2205
430.5
3375
300.5
200
622.5
3525
981
291
406
121
495
203.5
174
262
262
149
286.5
36
429.5
527
195
72.5
501.5
132
318
167.5
170.5
141.5
117.5
25.5
403.5
365

645
1533
454
918
624
595
416
1332
733
1946
552
824
236
988
414
324
526
500
309
558
57
860
1048
342
122
1023
230
606
304
301
291
221
57
825
750

Rating Wins Games %

49%
51%
49%
47%
54%
51%
48%
47%
48%
50%
53%
49%
51%
50%
49%
54%
50%
52%
48%
51%
63%
50%
50%
57%
59%
49%
57%
52%
55%
57%
49%
53%
45%
49%
49%

Rankame
122 Jean Boyle 908
123 Athena Mafile'®07
124 Sheila Reed 896
125 Nola Borrell 849
126 Alison Holmes848
127 Yvonne MacKa&ge
128 Joan Pratt 827
129 Jean Walsh 821
130 Suzanne Hardi®g0
131 Maria Clinton 807
132 Richard CorneBdS
133 Leighton Gellingd5
134 Rosemary Wa@ss
135 Michael Groffnm&gi
136 Kathleen-Baoker75
137 Lisa Tam 768
138 Tim Henneveld758
139 Noelene Bettjenish
140 Anne Scatchards7
141 Jacqueline
Coldh&ussell 723
142 Roslyn Lister 711
143 Mary Curtis 711
144 Valma Gidman711
145 Thelma Chishalih0
146 Janny Hennevéles
147 Anthea Jones 630
148 Ruth Godwin 624
149 Pat Wood 618
150 Annette Coombas
151 Marc Van Hoe &l
152 Joan Beale 601
153 Kaye Hubner 589
154 Madeleine Greg85
155 Stephanie Pludl5
156 Anrkeouise Milrfe22
157 Jean Craib 522
158 Judy Driscoll 516
159 Pauline Smeatb@7
160 Jean Wacker 491
161 Christina Linwakx2
162 Antonia Aarts 437
163 Lynn Thompsofhll
164 Penny Irvine 379
165 Frances HighaB40
166 Sue Mayn 298
167 Amy Tiopira 266
168 Betty Sutherlari®4
169 Trish Fox 129
170 Jeannie Lambe@8

367.5
25
145.5
166.5
142
384.5
597
157
159.5
176
46.5
24
116.5
192.5
291.5
29
233
187
154

480
3035
100
595.5
2305
255
1515
103
83
513
95
44
32
335
31
67
326
40
2845
218
84.5
47
134
73.5
14
134
75
202.5
16
10
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702
41
304
310
255
824
1166
310
313
354
86
54
227
419
598
41
540
409
284

1009
593
201

1176
486
538
307
281
152

1177
182

85
74
73
70
265
698
132
547
436
183
129
321
191
62
347
44
487
107
81

Rating Wins Games %

52%
61%
48%
54%
56%
47%
51%
51%
51%
50%
54%
44%
51%
46%
49%
71%
43%
46%
54%

48%
51%
50%
51%
47%
47%
49%
37%
55%
44%
52%
52%
43%
46%
44%
25%
47%
30%
52%
50%
46%
36%
42%
38%
23%
39%
17%
42%
15%
12%
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Jourmament Resuniis

Kiwi Toumament
13 November 2010
7 Games

Name ClubNins Spread Ave
Grade A
1 Howard WarneMTA 7 717 451
2 Lawson Sue PAK 5 226 406
3 Val Mills PAK 5 170 416
4 Katy Yiakmis MTA 3 87 404
5 Chris Hooks IND 3 -140 391
6 Lynne Butler NPL 2 -112 389
7 Glennis Hale IND 2 -364 364
8 PeterJones HAM 1 -584 359
Grade B
1 Anderina McL&4RA 7 351 403
2 Jennifer SmithHAM 5 254 409
3 Helen Sillis NPL 4 256 406
4 David Gunn WKP 3 -6 405
5 Allie Quinn WRE 3 -98 389
6 Pam Robson IND 3 -128 377
7 Janice CherryIND 2 -75 405
8 Lynn Carter NSB 1 -554 343
Grade C
1 Shirley Martin HAM 5 186 379
2 June MackweIlNSB 4 223 388
3 Rosalind PhillipsTA 4 148 372
4 Joan Thomas HAS 4 88 392
5 Stan Skinner TGA 4 68 384

Mary Gray, 3rd in D grade at Kiwi

ONOURARWNROPONOUIAWNRPNOURWNRLRQ ®~NO®

Su Walker, 1st in E grade at Kiwi

Name ClubNins Spread Ave

Hazel Purdie MTA 4
Roger Coates KIW 2
May Quigley IND 1
rade D
Cicely Bruce WRE
Pam Barlow PAK
Mary Gray  MTA
Glenda GeardIND
Heather LandorGA
Samantha SarKils
Ernie Gidman ROD
rade E
Su Walker MTA
Jena Yousif KIW
Catherine HenfyfGA
Elaine MoltzerKIW
Dianne Baleer MTA
Margaret CherBAK
Shirley PearceKIW
Carole CoateskKIW
rade F
Chris Day TGA
Pam MuirheadHBC
Karen Miller IND
Suzanne HardWiRE
Tim HenneveldROT 3
Anne ScatchaM/RE 3
Leighton GellingAM 2
Valma GidmarROD 2

NNWWwMDMOOO NWhDororo

[CORE NN ) Be))

61
311
463

289
288
249
35
-226
-171
457

316
45
111
31
23
-80
2
444

441
363
76
32
-86
-161
-184
481

369
370
330

422
391
414
382
368
363
345

398
360
363
375
388
367
380
341

388
394
360
373
336
330
326
306



