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From the Editor

M

y Scrabble vocabulary is
stored in different levels of
my memory.

Words on the top shelf
The words I know and use all the time,
and play without ever having to ask myself
if they‘re OK. These are the words we
use in everyday speech (meanings known)
and the ones we play all the time in
Scrabble (often without knowing their
meanings).

Words on the lower shelf
The next level contains words I know
are Scrabble words, but I have to think
about them: some stem bonus words,
unusual front and end hooks, etc.

Words on the bottom shelf
Then there‘s a level of words that I
―sort of‖ know – not always well enough
to summon them up for myself, but
recognisable enough so that when
someone else plays them I know not to
challenge. Sometimes I think of them for
myself and play them tentatively, but other
times it‘s a case, afterwards, of, ―oh, of
course, that‘s what I could have played!‖

Words in the cellar
Words in this category are the words
I ―seem to‖ remember. I have to dig deep
to find them, and I hold my breath when
my opponent challenges them. If I am
challenged off I puzzle afterwards, ―Well,
what was it I was thinking of?‖ (Often
these are words I knew once, but have
now forgotten.)

Underground words
These are the words that still haven‘t
seen the light of day as far as my conscious
mind is concerned. Many are not in my

mind at all. And they
never will be unless I
make an effort to
unearth them, examine
them and find a use for
them!
Making progress in
word knowledge is
simply a matter of
moving words up a layer, either through
study or practice. I‘ve been playing
Scrabble a l-o-o-o-ng time, and it‘s only
now that I‘m starting to see real progress
in my vocab. It is such a thrill when I can
say to myself, ―I know that‘s a word‖, ―I
know that doesn‘t take an S‖, ―I know the
unusual front hooks for that word‖, or ―I
know the anagram of that‖.
I can tell the moment when a word
has made the transition from one place in
my memory to a higher level – usually
when I challenge or play it confidently.
However, there is one other place I
get my words from. It‘s best described as
my ―hope chest‖. I think a lot of
Scrabblers have one of these! I use this to
produce words I hope are right, but don‘t
know if they are, and don‘t remember
having seen before. I simply rationalise
them into existence, based on a likely
meaning, a suffix or prefix, or a possible
combination of letters.
When words from the hope chest
turn out to be authentic, they go straight
from there to the top shelf.
However, there‘s a drawback to the
hope chest. I‘ve noticed that words that
turn out to be bogus sometimes sneak
back into the chest, and lurk there
tempting me to try them
again!
I need a garbage bin in
my memory, too!
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From the Executive

I

t was my pleasure to welcome
John Foster into the 2000 games
club at the Masters in Rotorua at
Easter. There are now four in this special
club, and while Fae Olson no longer plays
competitive Scrabble, Glennis and I enjoy
the game to the max. Congratulations
John.
The Nationals in Christchurch went
off extremely well at the Rangi Ruru
college. Thanks to the Christchurch club
for all their efforts in making the
tournament a resounding success. Paul
directed the tournament with great ease,
thanks Paul. To those who attended the
AGM, thank you for your contributions
to our association, it was appreciated. I
was dismayed, not only that so few
turned up, but that apologies weren‘t
even tendered. The executive was
returned for another year, and once again
we will put the interest of NZ Scrabble in
first place.
The NZ team for the Worlds was
announced at the conclusion of the prize
giving in Christchurch, and I know you
will congratulate Joanne, Jeff, Howard and
Blue on their placings. First reserve is
Kris Saether and second reserve Mike
Sigley. As Nigel is the reigning world
champion, he has an automatic entry to
the event, but we still consider him to be
part of our team.
All five team members will be staying
in Malaysia for the Causeway Challenge,
and we thank them for this. Airfares
aren‘t too horrific and Liz has already
secured tickets for the team members
flying out of Auckland, with Christchurch
still to be finalised.
If you haven‘t been to Norfolk Island
for a tournament yet, consider it this year

and book a place. Norfolk
has a laid back lifestyle and
the tournament is such fun
to play in. Your NZ ratings
aren‘t affected if you have a
bad tourney, and it‘s great
to play Australians that you wouldn‘t
normally encounter. The challenge rule is
that there is no penalty for any word
checked, so Jeff and Glennis are kept
busy consulting the word list for the
many challenges that occur. With the
exception of Wednesday, all days are just
a handful of games, and the available time
for sightseeing and shopping is extremely
good. Come on, give it a go.
Keep warm this winter, the coldest
on record so far, and play lots of Scrabble
at home and at clubs around the country.
I‘ll see some of you at tournaments soon.

Lynn

Crisis hits hard
In the current financial crisis, Japanese
banks have been hit almost as hard as
other international banks:
The Origami bank has folded, and we
hear the Sumo Bank has gone belly-up,
too. Bonsai Bank plans to cut some of its
branches, while Karaoke Bank is for sale
and is reportedly going for a song.
Meanwhile, staff at Karate Bank have
got the chop, and analysts report there is
something fishy going on at Sushi Bank,
where workers fear they may be getting a
raw deal.
However, the Sudoku bank is not
puzzled by the problem. They are
expected to publish a solution next week.
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AGM and management matters
Please check the minutes of the AGM
(your Club Secretary has copies, or go to
www.scrabble.org.nz) to view all the
changes to the rules and constitution.

Summary of important points
 Subscription changes (an increase of
$3 per subscription) will come into
effect for the year April 1 2010 to 31
March 2011
 Rule changes for game play come into
effect NOW and the first tournament
to play according to all rule changes
will be Nelson on 4th/5th July.
Please note the most significant rule
change that will affect every game is
the turn now finishes when a player
PRESSES THE CLOCK and not
when they ANNOUNCE THEIR
SCORE. This means that a player
may move tiles on the board if they
have announced their score as long
as they have not pressed the clock
(or, if they have forgotten to press
the clock, have started to draw
replacement tiles).

 The most significant new rules cover
self-adjudication at tournaments (using
a computer), monetary profit from
tournaments run by individual
members, and the procedure when a
tile/tiles are discovered out of the bag,
or still in the bag
 Changes have been made to the rules
to align our practice with international
practice.
 We will be holding a Special General
meeting later this year to approve
changes to the constitution needed to
comply with IRD requirements for our
tax exemption status.

 We will be joining WESPA, and
Howard Warner will be our Liaison
Officer.
 Venues for 2010
Masters will be held in Dunedin.
Nationals will be held in Hamilton.
Rule changes (more fully)
End of turn
1. Declare the score for the turn. At this
stage, the player may still adjust the
move in any way.
2. Start the opponent‘s clock. The
player‘s turn ends at this point.
3. A player who omits to press the timer
while making a turn completes that
turn as soon as he/she starts to draw
replacement tiles.
Remember:
 Your turn now finishes when you
PRESS THE CLOCK and not when
you ANNOUNCE YOUR SCORE.

 Don‘t challenge or write your
opponent‘s score down until
AFTER they have started your
clock because they could still
change their play up until then.

4. A challenge may not be declared until
the player‘s turn has ended.
Self-adjudicating procedure
1. The player issuing the challenge clearly
informs the opponent which word or
words are being challenged;
2. Both players should cover their tiles
or turn any tiles on their racks face
down and proceed to the adjudication
computer
3. The player issuing the challenge types
the word or words to be challenged
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into the adjudication program;
4. The opponent verifies that the word
or words are correctly typed before
the adjudication command within the
program is executed.
5. The timer may not be restarted after a
self-adjudicated challenge until both
players are seated, tiles are uncovered
or back on racks and any incorrect
word is removed from the board.
When a tile is discovered out of the
bag during a game
If any tiles are discovered outside the
bag at any time during a game and before
the result sheet has been signed, then:
 both players see the tiles and the tiles
are returned to the bag;
 any tiles that may have been removed
from players‘ racks in the belief that
the game was over are replaced; and
one of the following steps is taken:
- if both players have seven tiles on
their racks, play resumes as usual;
- if only one player has seven tiles, that
player‘s opponent should draw from
the bag;
- if neither player has seven tiles, the
players ascertain who should have
drawn replacement tiles earliest and
that player draws from the bag. If
only one player has tiles after this is
done, the game is over and the
result recalculated as necessary.
 Under no circumstances may any
moves be replayed.
When any tiles are discovered left in
the bag
If any tiles are discovered in the bag,
which the players had thought to be
empty, before the result sheets are signed,
then:
 both players see the tiles;
 any tiles that may have been removed
from players‘ racks in the belief that
the game was over are replaced; and

 the players ascertain who should have
drawn replacement tiles earliest and
that player adds the tiles to his or her
rack.
 If both players still have tiles after this
process, play resumes. If only one
player has tiles, the game is over and
the result recalculated as necessary.
 Under no circumstances may any
moves be replayed.
Swine flu puns
 After a late night on the tiles,
employees are now attributing their
absence from work the next day to
―wine flu‖.
 A panel on Radio NZ, was discussing
swine flu, and two of them
commented that the rapid increase in
numbers of cases reported in
consecutive news bulletins sounded a
bit like a Telethon. A listener quickly
texted in with the slogan: ―Thank you
very much for your swine donation.‖
 ―Doctor, doctor, my daughter has
swine flu – she‘s broken out in
rashers.‖ ―Give her some oinkment
and call a hambulance.‖
 My friend says he‘s got swine flu, but
you know what porkies he tells.

“She never lets us forget she was an
English teacher”
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Mailbox
- from Lyn Toka, Kiwi

With car numberplates well through
the ―E‖ series now, there must be an
EUO1 out there somewhere.
Is it owned by a Scrabbler?

- from Jacky Booth, Gladstone, Australia.
I love getting this little book
[Forwords], interesting, informative and
FUN. It‘s also a way for me to play spotthe-familiar-face or name encountered
during nine past years of happy Norfolk
Scrabbling. Not sure yet if I‘ll make this
year as a family wedding is cutting things
fine, but we‘ll see.
- from Jeff Grant, Independent

Further to ‗Short and sweet‘ (p38),
according to the Gazetteer of Canada Ontario (1962), there are (or were) 26
one-letter townships (A, B, C, etc,
through to X, Y, Z) in the Algoma District
in Ontario, Canada.

- from Shirley Hol, Christchurch

I feel a quinoa coming on me any time
now! I was away over Easter and thought
about the Paul McCarthy book.
For some years now I have
experienced (though tried not to believe),
the validity of what he reports. Being so
enormously enthusiastic over club
Scrabble myself I was puzzled as to why it
was such an effort to interest new players,
and then even with much encouragement
and support and the friendly ―clubby‖
atmosphere we try to foster in our club,
that many of our new people eventually
drop off after several weeks – even after
one night!

What helps? I have found that keeping
communication open with new players
helps: observing them play and what
scores they achieve. They seem to
appreciate that I phone them for a chat
after a few attendances to find out what
their experience of the club has been and
to give them the opportunity to voice
anything that bothers them.
I have always encouraged players who
live near each other to try to get some
extra games in between club nights as of
course playing Scrabble regularly and
frequently most certainly helps one to
improve. If you are not into studying, then
regular games and ―learning as you play‖ is
essential if you want to get anywhere at
all.
This only backfired on me once when I
introduced two newish players and
appraised them of the fact that they lived
quite close to one another. The couple
have become firm friends and play
Scrabble happily over a glass or two of
wine, but both felt that the Scrabble club
was not for them. Alas!
We have tried different formats on
club nights. At one stage I even
misguidedly introduced two different
groups in the evening‘s format, ‗‗addicts ‗‗
and ―social‖. Players themselves decided
which group they wished to play in.
I imagine other clubs have taken
similar measures that we have taken, ie
playing Scrabble in malls, libraries, at fairs.
We advertise in free local papers every so
often.
We once sent out circulars to primary
schools offering a school Scrabble club.
We had success with one school for a
couple of years and the group of children
was really enthusiastic. However, the
school was a long way over the other side
of town, the children moved on to
secondary school, and the group of us
who ran the club on a weekly roster
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became tired with the distance and
traffic, Several of the children did come
to the club for a time but had to be
brought by a parent and a couple of
parents also played (seems to run in
families).
It would be interesting to know what
other clubs do.

New WESPA chairperson
Elle Dangor, a respected and
experienced UK expert, has accepted the
invitation of the WESPA committee to
become its new chairman, following the
death of Roy Keitzman.

Obituaries
Betty Wilson
Two days before her 87th birthday, Betty
Wilson passed away peacefully, after a gradual
deterioration in health during past months.
A keen member of the Christchurch Scrabble
Club, Betty ran the Wednesday afternoon group
for some time. She attended many local
tournaments, as well as those further afield,
including Dunedin, Nelson and Norfolk Island, and
made a lot of friends through her favourite game.
Betty will be sadly missed, not only in
Christchurch, but from NZ Scrabble too. Our
sympathy is expended to her family.

Betty Wilson

Elsie Pugh
Kiwi Scrabblers report with sadness the death
in April of their much-loved and valued lifetime
member, Elsie Pugh, aged 93 wonderful years.
Elsie was a founder member of Kiwi Scrabble, and
we all loved her wicked sense of humour and
friendship.
She entered her last tournament the day
before her 90th birthday but, sadly, her telegram
from the Queen wasn‘t to be, as she started
suffering health problems this year. Although
unwell, Elsie never lost her sense of humour or
the will to play her favourite game, having her last
Elsie Pugh
game of Scrabble with Barbara Bull the week
before she died.
Her two sisters and a brother-in-law also played Scrabble in Hamilton, so
she has joined some pretty good company in that special club that has been
formed by all who have gone before her. She was a truly remarkable lady and is
really missed by all our members. RIP, Elsie.
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Who is Joanne Craig?

J

oanne Craig was born in
Timaru and grew up on a farm
at Springbrook, 15 km south of
Timaru, where she had an active
childhood helping on the farm, attending
the local pony club at Lyalldale and
learning to play the piano.
She was educated at Timaru Girls
High School and Canterbury University in
Christchurch, graduating with a BSc
(Hons) in Maths. She moved to
Wellington in 1982 to work for National
Mutual and study to become an actuary.
After travelling for eight months in 1988,
she transferred to the Sydney Branch of
National Mutual in 1989 and has worked
as an actuary at various companies since
then.
When did she start playing Scrabble?
―My Granny taught me to play
Scrabble when I was a child but I only
played socially until I joined the
Chatswood Club in Sydney in 1993,
which was run by Bob Jackman (who has
been president of NSW Scrabble for
many years). I played my first tournament
in Wollongong later that same year.‖
We know that, being Joanne, she
would have been diligently learning words
and speeding up her game, so it was not
surprising that she soon progressed to
the Masters Division!
Joanne has played over 2500
tournament games in Australia, including
every Australian National Championship
(Easter) and NSW Championship (Labour
Weekend) for at least the past ten years.
In that time she has won several local
tournaments but nationally it seems that
she has always been the bridesmaid,
never the bride. Her best outcome for
the major titles in Australia — although
still impressive — have all been second
placings:

Joanne Craig

 second (to Andrew Fisher) at the
2009 Australian Nationals,
 second (to David Eldar) at the
2008 Victorian Champs,
 second (to Edward Okulicz) at the
2007 NSW Champs, and
 second (to Joan Rosenthal) in the
2006 NSW Matchplay.
She says, ―So it was with some degree
of relief that I won a major title in NZ
this year, after having played annually in
the NZ Nationals since 2003.‖ She adds,
―Becoming the NZ Champion is the
highlight of my Scrabble career.‖
Joanne joined the Christchurch Club
when she played their May 2004
tournament and has been a member ever
since, though she rarely gets the
opportunity to play there. She says her
Mum forgave her for playing on Mother‘s
Day when she brought home the South
Island Champion trophy and also the
trophy for the Most Unusual Word
(which was VIHUELA)!
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―I didn‘t realise that a vihuela was a
musical instrument – when Shirley Hol
asked me if I had played it, I queried,
‗What do you mean – I did play it!‘‖
When her mother was diagnosed
with cancer in 2006 Joanne returned to
Timaru (later Christchurch) regularly to
care for her for weeks and months at a
time. She says the Scrabble tourneys she
played during 2006 and 2007 were a
welcome relief from the harsh reality of
her mother‘s illness and had the added
benefit of enabling her to qualify to
represent NZ at the 2007 World
Scrabble Championship in Mumbai, India.
―It was very exciting to witness
Nigel‘s incredible performance against
Ganesh to become the World Champion.
Mum was gravely ill at this time but
proud that I played in the World Champs
and I returned to her bedside after the
tourney and remained there until her
death in January 2008. I thank my
Scrabble friends for their support and
encouragement during this difficult period
of my life.‖
Although she is back living in Sydney
now, she retains close personal and
family ties with NZ as her four siblings
and their families all live in NZ. She visits
family and friends while playing tourneys
in Christchurch, Wellington, Auckland,
Hamilton or Tauranga. She says it is
fortunate that competition between the
airlines on the trans-Tasman route has
kept airfares at an affordable level, as she
travels to NZ around four times a year.
Joanne has always liked to travel.
―Scrabble provides me with an added
incentive to do so.‖ Last year she played
in the inaugural World Players
Championship in Dallas because ―I was
keen to support a US tourney using the
Collins Wordlist‖. In 2004, while visiting
friends in London, she went to the Isle of
Wight to play a weekend tourney. ―Even
though I didn‘t know anyone there I soon

made some new friends playing our
favourite game‖ She‘s also played in the
Kings Cup tourney in Bangkok a couple
of times (which Nigel has won numerous
times), and played the Channel News
Asia tournament run by Michael Tang in
Singapore in 1999.
Her first experience of the TransTasman Challenge (TTC) was when she
visited the inaugural TTC, which was held
in Sydney in 1996, as an interested
observer. ―This is where I first met
Howard and Jeff‖.
She eventually played for the
Australian team in the 2002 TTC in
Wellington. In 2004 (Brisbane) she was
first reserve for both countries‘ teams
but was not called upon to play, and in
2006 she played for the NZ team in
Auckland. Although eligible to play for
the NZ TT team in 2008 she chose not
to play. ―It was being held less than a
week before the gruelling five-day
Causeway Challenge in Malaysia, which I
attended as a member of Team
NZ.‖ (Our NZ team finished a creditable
fourth.)
―I feel privileged to have the
opportunity to represent my country of
birth at both the World Scrabble
Championships and the Causeway
Challenge,‖ Joanne says. ―I will be
studying keenly over the coming months
in the hope of improving on my past
performance.‖
This year the two tournaments are
being held consecutively in Johor Bahru,
Malaysia, in November and December.
New Zealand Scrabble players will be
following not only Joanne‘s but the whole
team‘s progress with pride and interest.

Short Lives
Exist
Exits

- sent in by Jeff Grant
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Competition
Corner
Scrabble Contest no. 95
This unfortunate position has
occurred right in the middle of the board.
What is the best move possible?

Send entries by mail or email to:
Jeff Grant
‗Ardra‘
1109 Allenby St
Hastings
ardra@paradise.net.nz
Closing date is 20 August 2009.
The winner will receive a book prize.

Solution: Contest no. 94

R A B A T
OB A MA
J OH OR
A I R N S
K L U G E
Correct entries were received from
Pam Barlow (PAK), Delcie Macbeth
(IND), Lyn Toka (KIW) and Jethro
Snafflerod. First name out of the hat was
Pam. Well done!

Editor’s mouse pad competition
Jeff Grant, Independent, found the
eight-letter LEMONADE.
He put in a plea for LEMONADEY*,
saying there are plenty of Google hits for
the latter non-Scrabble term, as in
‗lemonadey taste‘, ‗lemonadey flavour‘,
etc. [Adjudicator disallowed your appeal,
Jeff!]
Pam Barlow, Pakuranga, found the
eight-letter SEIZABLE, as well as
CAPABLE. [Adjudicator disallowed
CAPABLE.]
Lyn Toka, Kiwi, found SLEAZIEST,
SYNESISES, RIDABLE, BEAUTIES,
MONOLOGS, MONOLOGY,
LEMONADE and AVOIDABLE, but
wondered if the passageways for the latter
two words were acceptable. [Adjudicator
pronounced them OK, especially since
AVOIDABLE was the longest and best
word I could find! We were just one S
short of AVOIDABLENESS, you might
notice.]
So, with three nine-letter words and
four eight-letter words, Lyn Toka has to
be the undisputed winner of the
competition.
A special recommendation for Lynn
Thompson, Whangarei, for her creative
find of TINY TIM ELOPED and JUST USE
ZINEB.
Prizes for all of you will be hand
delivered at upcoming tournaments.
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Club News
Christchurch
We held our annual one day unrated
tournament at the Sydenham Community
Centre Saturday 28th March. The
purpose of this annual event is to give
newcomers training in the niceties of
tournament play and the more
experienced players a workout before
the bigger tournaments to come later in
the year.
Standout newcomer was Peter
Johnstone, who trounced most of his
opponents and looks ready to make an
impact at his first rated tournament, the
April Dunedin Open; Shirley van Essen
played superbly to win the A grade; and
Ray Goodyear produced an outstanding
performance by managing to block out
Blue Thorogood and achieve a highly
cherished dot on the scoreboard.
Big thanks to Claire Zilinskas who
adjudicated and scored and to Veronica
Zilinskas for preparing the draw.
A Grade
1. Shirley van Essen
2. Blue Thorogood
3. Shirley Hol
4. Paul Lister
High Game: 682 - Blue
High Aggregate Game: 1022 - Blue/Kaite
Hansen
High Winning Margin: 342 - Blue
B Grade
1. Connie Flores
2. Lyn Dawson
3. Margaret Lyall
4. Malcolm Graham
High Game: 510 - Yvonne McKenzie
High Aggregate Game: 850 -Malcolm/
Yvonne
High Winning Margin: 178 - Yvonne

C Grade
1. Peter Johnstone
2. Veronica Zilinskas
3. Herb Ramsay
4. Kerry McKenna
High Game: 505 - Peter
High Aggregate Game: 895 - Veronica/
Kerry
High Winning Margin: 241 Peter
High Word Tournament: DASHIKIS 104
- Paul Lister

Hamilton
The Quiz Night was a very popular
addition to Hamilton‘s tournament last
year, and we plan to stage a repeat (with
different questions, of course!) this
August.
All players are invited to attend the
Quiz Night following the day‘s play on
the Saturday of our tournament during
the weekend of 8-9 August. Get together
with other players from your Club, mix
with players from other Clubs, or invite
your accommodation hosts or family
members to join you, and form a team of
up to four people.
Kiwi
A friendly tournament was held at Jo
Jackson‘s home in Raglan. Fourteen
Hamilton and Kiwi players attended the
traditional annual one-day tournament.
Grade 1 was won by Yoon Kim with four
wins, and Grade 2 by Marj Baillie with five
wins. A lovely day was had by all.
Mt Albert
Everyone enjoyed our Memorial Swiss
Draw Tourney in March, and the
opportunity to play people who are not
usually in the same grade. There were
lots of prizes and some great results from
some of the lower rated players – Pam
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everyone pitched in to help put food out,
do dishes, pack up etc.
This event was also a qualifier for the
Auckland Matchplay Champs (see report
page 32).

Kiwi Scrabblers at their one-day tourney
Barlow won a prize for the person who
moved up the most places – she came in
as 24th seed and finished in 6th place.
16th seed David Gunn finished 3rd, and
25th seed Su Walker finished 10th. The
shared lunch was varied and delicious and

Twenty years ago today
- by John Foster, Independent
For the second consecutive
issue a 20-year-old record that
is still current is featured.
Last issue it was June
Mackwell‘s record losing score,
and this time it is Allie Quinn‘s
feat of scoring five consecutive
bonus words at the 1989
Nationals. It is still the only
time it has been done in any
NZ tournament, although both
myself and Patrick have done it
in club play.
I believe it is probably a
shared world record as I have
heard of other instances where
five in a row have been scored
but have never heard of six.
I am quite prepared to
accept the possibility that
someone may correct me in
this statement.

Tauranga
We are all happy that our 2009
tournament went well. Although day one
kept us inside because of the rain, day
two made it all good by turning on the
sun.
The Scouts did a very good job of the
catering, and the young runners enjoyed
themselves. All our members were
involved in making the tournament a
success, as well as sisters Ruth and
Heather kept things ticking on the
computer, and Tim doing his job behind
the microphone.
Thanks to everyone participating. It
was good to see so many familiar faces.

ROGER’S “JEREMIAD” *
(or “One of the many tales from the 1989 Nationals”
Allie started off with DOGGRELS (good word thought
Roger)
Roger made his move but felt a bit STRAINED when
Allie banged down No.2.
“Never mind, press on “ thought Roger.
“I hope this game is not going to be ELONGATED”
said Roger as N0.3 appeared on the board.
By this time Roger was feeling a bit JEALOUS as Allie
put down her 4th consecutive 7-letter word.
Roger made his move—then Allie gave him her
MEMENTOS to remember his day.
Five straight 7-letter words.
A shaken and shell-shocked Roger emerged to the
commiserations of his disbelieving friends.
Well done Allie(Quinn)! - and Roger(Coates)? No-one
should ever complain to him about Bad Luck!! especially as it was his birthday!!
* (a tale of woe)
Recreated from actual article, retaining original punctuation
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Overseas News
Australia
Australia Masters
Winner: David Eldar
Bahrain
Gulf Scrabble Championships (GSC)
(36 players from Bahrain, Saudi Arabia,
the UAE, Kuwait, Qatar and Oman)
1. Akshay Bhandarkar, UAE (winning the
newly named Roy Kietzman Cup)
2. Ralph Lobo, UAE
3. Victor Ikawa, Bahrain
4. Robin Magaki, UAE
5. Irfan Siddiqui, Bahrain
Highest scoring word (185 points):
Antony Gomas of Qatar
Highest game score (601 points): Shakeer
Reshamwala from Kuwait
Highest number of bonuses: Irfan Siddiqui
from Bahrain (37)
Best Team: The UAE
Bulgaria
The first English-language Scrabble
tournament for High School pupils was
held in April, in Sofia. A total of 24 pupils
participated in the tournament, based on
standard Scrabble rules, and using words
only in English. Judges for the tournament
were all native English speakers. The
tournament was made possible through
the efforts of two Bulgarian and
American Fulbright Program exchange
teachers.

Guyana
Guyana Association of Scrabble
Players (GASP) National
Championships
1. Fred Collins
2. Abigail McDonald
3. Moen Gafoor
4. James Krakowsky

Defending champion Fred Collins
(pictured) was due to play Abigail
McDonald in a best-of-five playoff (for
$50,000) at a future date.

India
i-Gate Tournament
1. Pakorn Nemitrmansuk
2. Nigel Richards
3. Mohan Hunkath
Bayer National Scrabble
Championship 2009
Winner: Sherwin Rodrigues (19).
Six children participated in the under
15 division.

France
Aix les Bains Tournament
Winner: Antonin Michel

Sherwin Rodriguez receives his trophy
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Japan
National Championships
Winner: Adrian Tamas, defending
Champion
Malaysia
2008 Causeway Challenge
1. David Eldar, Australia
2. Harshan Lamabadusuriya, England
3. Ayorinde Saidu, Nigeria
4. Nigel Richards, New Zealand
Penang
1. David Eldar, Australia
2. Harshan Lamabadusuriya, England
3. Ayorinde Saidu, Nigeria
4. Nigel Richards, New Zealand
Team title
1. Australia
2. United Kingdom
3. Nigeria
In the Malaysian Star, Chuah Sim Wee
paid tribute to Scrabble stalwarts.
―Scrabble players like A Ganesh, Nigel
Richards and Aaron Chong have long
hogged the headlines, while rising stars
such as Ong Suanne and Scott Chung are
set to dominate the Scrabble scene. With
the spotlight focused constantly on them,
it is easy to forget the old stalwarts who
have been the backbone of the
[Malaysian] Scrabble community.‖
The stalwarts he named were:
Tengku Asri Abdullah: Winner of
more than 15 titles, including first prize
and first runner-up in the Singapore
Open in 1998 and 1999 respectively, and
a bronze medal in the Mind Sports
Olympiad (MSO) in
Pui Cheng Wee: In 1999, he
emerged as the Malaysian National
Champion and has represented Malaysia
three times in the World Scrabble
Competition.
Jocelyn Lor: The first Malaysian to
have played 1,000 games of competitive
Scrabble.

Tan Jin Chor: Has consistently
featured in the top five placings since he
started playing competitive Scrabble in
the early nineties.
Seshi Ramanathan: She has played
Scrabble for 45 years.
Mohd Ali Ismail: The first Malaysian
National Scrabble champion (1991) and
the first Malaysian representative at the
World Scrabble Championships. A cofounder of the Malaysian Scrabble Club,
and the club‘s first president.
February 14 was the official launch of
the CIMB Scrabble-to-School Programme
for Primary and Secondary Schools in
Penang. This is a pilot project involving 22
primary schools and 23 secondary
schools. Students and teachers were
invited to attend Scrabble workshops
after which they will be encouraged to
set up Scrabble clubs in their respective
schools. Each school was given course
materials, four Scrabble sets and a
dictionary to kick-start the formation of
the Scrabble club. All schools will be
invited to participate in interschool
competitions to give the students a goal
to work towards, and to gauge the
success of the project. If the pilot
programme is successful, then the CIMB
Scrabble-to-School Programme will be
implemented in stages nationwide.

Malta
National Scrabble League 2009
First division
1. Theresa Camilleri (her fourth
consecutive title)
2. David Delicata (five-time champion)
3. Cecil Muscat
Second division
1. Frans Farrugia
2. Anna Borg
3. Josephine Mayo
Third division
1. Carmen Borg
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2. Marlene Calleja
3. Yvonne Delia
2009 Malta Open Scrabble
Tournament
(62 participants from nine countries)
1. Lukeman Owolabi, Nigeria
2. David Webb, England
3. Theresa Brousson, (nee Camilleri),
Malta
Section B winner: Dan Sandu, Roumania
Section C winner: Catalin Caba

USA
Hasbro has decided to curtail its
support for the club and tournament
scene in the US in favour of supporting
youth and college student events. An
independent organisation run by the
players is currently being set up.
World Players Championship,
Dallas, Texas
1. Nigel Richards
2. David Eldar, Australia
3. Nawapadol Sayavesa, Thailand
USA Junior Champs

Malta Open Scrabble Tournament

Nigeria
The Rivers State one-day Scrabble
tournament attracted 68 players, only
one of them female.
Winner: Jenye Alalibo
United Kingdom
There are now 312 Clubs in the UK,
with 4774 regular members, of whom
about 1300 play tournaments.
Three new Clubs were formed in the
last year.
Following their ―Adopt a school‖
drive, 115 schools have now set up a
Scrabble Club, and 22 of these have been
linked to adult Scrabble Clubs.
National Championships, 2008
Winner: Allan Simmons
2009 Scottish Masters
Winner: Allan Simmons
2009 UK Open
Winner: Helen Gipson

A pair of 11-year-old boys, Andy
Hoang and Erik Salgado, beat more than
200 students from 22 states and
Washington, DC, to take home the
$10,000 first-place prize.

ANAGRAM CORNER

Scrabblers are dab hands at
transposing letters, for example GREET
to EGRET and FLEMISH to HIMSELF.
On a higher level, THE BEAR‘S IN when
he HIBERNATES. Here are anagrams of
six players from the Kapiti Tournament
in April.

Debbie Caldwell
Olivia Godfrey
Vicky Robertson
Clare Ruckstuhl
Nola Borrell
Ellen Laurie

DABBLE, DICE WELL
GROOVY IF I LEAD
BREVITY ROCKS ON
LUCK RULES CHART
ROLL ON ABLER
AN EERIE LULL
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Help for young NZ Scrabblers
- from Karen Richards, Chair, WESPA Youth Committee
potential young players. Those from
interstate (or New Zealand) may qualify
for a transport subsidy. Accommodation
and training is free (Youth Scrabble should
not be elitist).
Please contact Karen by
email karendrichards@gmail.com.

I am again offering to help with airfares
for a suitable young players, or preferably
two, from New Zealand.
If you can find a good young player (eg
from Facebook Scrabble or ISC) then I
would consider including them in my
Advanced workshop, which would
prepare them for competing in WYSC this
year (born 1/1/92 or later). Otherwise,
any standard of play is okay for the
Beginners workshop in October – that
will be aimed at those who COULD make
WYSC standard in future years ie. born
1/1/93 or later.

Youth Coaching Clinics
1. BEGINNERS
No tournament experience necessary.
Open to anyone aged 9 to 15.
The clinic will be held in Tuggerah
NSW
Tuesday 6th October to Friday 9th
October.
Can all parents, grandparents and
teachers contact me if you know of any

2. ADVANCED (invitation only)
Interstate players, 6-10th July; NSW
players, 13-17th July
The clinic will be held in Tuggerah
NSW.
It will be run by Alastair Richards, with
a session by Edward Okulicz (Australian
Champion in his teens)
Those who qualify (rated under 1300)
will also play the Winter Challenge (4-5th
July) plus Phillip‘s WYSC fundraiser, Blue
Mountains (11th July).

Karen Richards
Chair, Youth Committee
WESPA (World English-language Scrabble
Players Association)

New book titles
- sent in by Lynne Butler
Title
The French Chef
Unemployed
Off to Market
I Lived in Detroit
Inflammation
Handel‘s Messiah
Cloning
Irish Flooring
Holmes Does it Again
Home Alone IV
The Scent of a Man
Is O J Guilty?
Animal Illnesses

Author
Sue Flay
Anita Job
Tobias A Pigg
Helen Earth
Arthur Itis
Ollie Luyah
Ima Dubble
Lynn O‘Leum
Scott Linyard
Eddie Bud D
Holme
Jim Nasium
Howard I Know
Ann Thrax

French Overpopulation Francis
Crowded
Fallen Underwear
Lucy Lastic
House Construction
Bill Jerome
Home
Yellow River
Iam Ping
Lewis Carroll
Alison
Wonderland
Leo Tolstoy
Warren Peace
Why Cars Break Down M T Tank
Wind in the Willows
Russell Ingleaves
Look Younger
Fay Slift
Mountain Climbing
Andover Hand
It‘s Springtime!
Theresa Green
No!
Kurt Reply
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Death of well-known
Scrabbler
Roy Keitzman, 69, Chairman of the World English
Scrabble Players Association, died of a heart attack at
home in March. He was a well-known columnist,
writer, editor and journalist based in Bahrain.
Tributes poured in as news of his death spread around
the Scrabble world. He was described as the pillar
behind the revival of the Qatar Scrabble, and as the
person who single-handedly brought Scrabble to what
it is in Bahrain today.
A US citizen, Roy started playing Scrabble in 1960, and was named chairman of
the Scrabble League in 1985, just after he arrived in Bahrain. Ten years ago,
when Bahrain‘s General Organisation for Youth and Sport recognised Scrabble
as a mind sport, he was appointed president of the government‘s Bahrain
Scrabble Committee. He spearheaded the organisation of the Gulf Scrabble
Tournament which has been held in Bahrain annually since 1991. He had been
competition director for more than 50 contests, in Bahrain as well as in India
and Oman.
After hearing of Roy‘s death, Howard Warner said: ―He was a journalist, an oldstyle gentleman and a passionate supporter of his region. Though not a
competitive player himself, he often attended internationals with his young
charges. He handled the communications role for WESPA, and had taken over
as chairman just a couple of months ago. He‘ll be sorely missed by the
international Scrabble world.‖

Scrabble player with other talents
Hamilton Club member Nick
Cavanagh has won an international maths
prize for new researchers in
combinatorics – a branch of maths
concerning the study of discrete objects.
He won the 2008 Kirkman Medal for
his work in combinatorial designs and
what are known as Latin Squares, like
Sudoku puzzles, Latin trades and graph
decompositions.
Nick (Dr Nick Cavanagh, that is!), who
works at The University of Waikato, is a
recent arrival on the New Zealand
Scrabble scene, and has already made a

great impression – even without the
mathematics!
And for those of you eager to add 13letter words to your playing repertoire,
COMBINATORIAL and
COMBINATORICS (must have the S) are
OK.
Considering his Scrabble-playing
ability, those of us who play in the
Hamilton Club would not be too
surprised if Nick managed to play one of
those words one day!
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A labour of love
- by Vicki Robertson, Wellington
A little while ago fellow club member,
Olivia Em, had mentioned that her Braille
tiles were wearing out and it was difficult to
get new ones. It got me thinking.
I had been working casually for a modelmaking place in Miramar, they also make
props for movies and large polystyrene
whales (no, it‘s not Weta Workshop, but
they do similar stuff there, just not on such a
big scale). Since working there, I had been
learning about not just model-making, but
things like resin and plaster casting, sculpting
and how to use a laser cutter machine. I had
come to the conclusion that, with a bit of
thought, they can make pretty much anything
there.
So I asked the guys – do you think I could
make some Braille Scrabble tiles? They were
pretty encouraging and we discussed how it
could be done.
The laser cutter was the most logical
starting point. It looks a bit like a large
photocopier, but it can cut through all sorts
of different materials – wood, rubber,
perspex, acrylic of all different thicknesses.
And it etches too – great for making things
like awards, plaques, sides of model buildings.
So I made an electronic file of Scrabble tiles –
100 including the blanks. Once I had set up
the file with layers, one for etching the
letters and points value and one for cutting
through the 4mm sheets to produce the tiles,
Olivia told me where I could download a
Braille font. The difficulty was that you can‘t
do anything raised, you can only etch down,
so raised dots were not going to be easy.
I needed Olivia to check the file for
mistakes so I printed out the file and put a
small glue spot on every dot of that page
(about 500!). She told me that it was great
except the Braille letters were too big for
her fingers. Duh! I had thought that a big font
size in the Braille dots was the way to go, but
Olivia needs to feel the whole letter under
one dainty finger pad. I fixed the file and
made all the dots in a separate layer.
After some discussions with the clever

guys at work, and a bit of experimentation,
we had a solution to the raised dot issue –
pretty labour intensive, but I wanted to give
it a go. What if the laser cutter etched down
over and over for each dot? And then if I
took a pin and cut the head off leaving a bit
of the shaft and glued that shaft down the
etched hole in the tile?
But the glue was a pain and very difficult
to get just in the hole without destroying the
nice smooth finish of the plastic. So I made a
series of holes on a sample sheet and worked
out the exact circumference needed:
0.8881mm. This was exactly what was
needed to hold the pin shafts firmly in place.
Next all the letters were lightly etched,
and pinholes etched 1.5mm deep and lastly,
tiles cut, all on the laser cutter. Then I got
some paint and filled in every etched letter
and point value. Once the paint was dry,
there was nothing left to do but cut off
approx 500 pinheads and hammer them into
500 holes. It took a while … quite a while!
The blanks had to have some pins on
them too – otherwise they‘d sit differently
on Olivia‘s tray – so I put YAY in Braille.
So that‘s it really, except that when I‘d
finished I was pretty proud of myself and
couldn‘t wait to give them to her – that was
a buzz. She was really happy with them and
they work (usually, except when the odd pin
falls out, but that‘s pretty easy to fix!).
Thanks to Rob and Sue at Human Dynamo for
the good advice and allowing me to do this project

Braille tiles
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Putting Scrabble on the NZ map
- by Jennifer Smith
From Kawakawa to Wellington and
from Piopio to Havelock North in the
North Island; from Nelson to Riverhead
and from the Pelorus River to
Canterbury in the South Island, some
surprising New Zealand place names
feature in the official Scrabble word list.
Here is my collected list, omitting
the simple ones (such as all the places
named after COOK) or the obvious
ones whose names are literal, like Hot
Water Beach, White Island, Mitre Peak,
etc. I‘ve provided some of the word
meanings, but I‘m not suggesting that
the place name has necessarily anything
to do with the Scrabble word meaning!
BLUFF
BULLER (RIVER)
BULLS
CANTERBURY
CHARLESTON
CHEVIOT
CLARENCE
(RIVER)
DEVONPORT
FRANKLIN
(DISTRICT)
GARVIE
(MOUNTAINS)
GORE
HASTINGS
HAVELOCK
(NORTH)
HILLCREST
(suburbs)
HECTOR
(MOUNTAINS)
KARAKA
KARAMU
KAWAKAWA

verb, to make bubbling sound:
BULLERS, BULLERED, BULLERING
a stand with divisions in it for holding
music, papers, etc.
a fast ballroom dance
type of sheep reared for its wool
horse-drawn carriage with a glass front
DAVENPORT, small writing table with
drawers
a substantial non-noble landowner in
14-15th century England
a sprat
hastes
a light-coloured cap cover that protects
head and neck from the sun
verb, to bully: HECTORS, HECTORED,
HECTORING
NZ tree
NZ tree
NZ tree

LEVIN
MATAMATA
MERCER
NELSON
NIGHTCAPS
NORTHLAND
ONGAONGA
OXFORD
PEGASUS (BAY)
PELORUS
PIOPIO
RIVERHEAD
SOUTHLAND
(TE) AROHA
(THE)
REMARKABLES
WAIRUA (RIVER)
WELLINGTON

lightning
Malaysian police
dealer in textiles
a wrestling hold
NZ nettle
stout laced shoe with a low heel
winged horse
sighting device used in conjunction
with a magnetic compass
NZ thrush thought to be extinct
love, compassion or affection
(surprisingly, the S is OK in Scrabble)
spirit or soul
type of boot

Do you have other places you‘d like to
add to this list?
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Desperate Sunday afternoons
Paul Lister, Christchurch wrote to Forwords:
―We have suffered heavy artillery fire here at Scrabble Christchurch from Joe
Bennett, whose writing we enjoy but whose recent article was full of holes. He is clearly
not a Scrabble player or he would know about rack balancing (sic his fourth to last
paragraph re ending with excessive vowels/consonants), the educational side of Scrabble
(of course there‘s no learning if you never discuss words with other players nor look at
a dictionary!) and the collaborativeness* of (especially non-tournament) Scrabble.‖
Paul suggested that the Editor of Forwords might like to write a rebuttal. Well, no,
actually, I wouldn‘t. I wasn‘t as offended by Joe‘s article as many others seemed to be.
I thought the article showed a
grudging admiration for the skills of
Scrabble players. Why else would Joe
suggest the Queen Mother played it
because she was ―as ferociously
competitive as the rest of us‖? Why else
would he spend several paragraphs talking
about the beginnings of Scrabble (not to
mention, going to the trouble of
researching it!)? Why else would he have
watched the game of Scrabble – from
beginning to end, note, Paul! – in the pub?
Why else has he looked up the meanings
of some of our much-used words, like
XU, ZHO and DZO? And why else would
he have taken the time to tell his readers
about international competitions and
websites? He‘s obviously fascinated by the
fascination Scrabble holds for its devotees.
I also thought his article was cleverly
funny.
I wrote and asked the editor of ―Stuff‖
for their and Joe Bennett‘s permission to
reprint the article, as I thought Scrabble
players would enjoy reading it.
Unfortunately, I didn‘t get a reply. So I
have to content myself with quoting
pieces from Joe‘s article, instead of
publishing the whole thing.
So what was said in Joe‘s article, A
game that’s as pointless as those desperate
Sundays (in The Press, 18 March) that
upset people?
―I suspect that people think well of
Scrabble because Scrabble deals in words.
Words suggest education. So Scrabble is

educational.‖ He then describes a game of
Scrabble he watched in a pub. ―A pub is a
place to talk. Pub talk is collaborative. …
But Scrabble is not collaborative. It is
competitive. The two players were no
longer using words for pleasure. They
were using them in loaded silence. They
wanted to win.
―The winner gets to jeer, ‗I‘m cleverer
than you are‘. Only he isn‘t. The first
quality required to win is luck. … the
second quality required by the successful
Scrabbler, a knowledge of words that have
no practical use, words that the gentle
OED retains only because it hasn‘t the
heart to toss them out.‖
And his conclusion was: ―Scrabble is as
pointless as Sunday afternoon.‖
Well, I reckon there are plenty –
perhaps even, the majority – of people
who LIKE Sunday afternoon! And I‘m sure
Joe Bennett is aware of that, too.
Anyway, for anyone who feels Joe
does need a good talking-to, you‘ll be
pleased to know that Christchurch Club
members rose to the occasion with
considered and well-written responses.
In a letter to the editor of The Press,
Tony Callaghan wrote:
―Your slight on a board game that is
played at various levels of competency
was indeed a fine example of pointless
desperation. Why not try ostracising
macramé next or, God forbid, journalism?
Even better, let you and I sit down over a
beer at your local and collaborate on a
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good old chinwag over a relaxing game.‖
Paul Lister and Blue Thorogood also
wrote to the paper:
―I think Joe Bennett has hit his head on
the nail about Scrabble.
―Certainly there is an element of luck
involved, which is generally applicable to
most sporting pastimes. … Preparation
plus timing and opportunity equals ‗Good
luck‘. … Scrabblers play for a variety of
reasons: enjoyment, competition,
camaraderie, friendship, even fun. And yes,
they sometimes get some luck. …
―If you‘re interested, feel free to join
some Scrabblers at [Christchurch Club]
where you‘ll be most welcome. And
judging by the array of words used in your
article, you may only need a smidgeon of
luck as you have an affinity and natural
enthusiasm for words that gives you an
edge.‖

Red-faced Bottoms in
decline
This article comes from Britain
[Acceptable Scrabble ―names‖ are in
capital letters]:
Some of the oldest surnames in
Britain, passed down from generation to
generation for hundreds of years have
gone into catastrophic decline over the
past century or so.
Is it migration? Death? Disease? A
demographic calamity that has befallen
these families?

Their fall in popularity may have a
more prosaic cause – a new analysis of
British surnames reveals that names with
rude overtones have seen the sharpest
decline over the past 120 years as their
owners have changed them to something
more innocuous..
COCK, DAFT, DEATH, Smellie, not
to mention Gotobed, Shufflebottom and
JELLY, are all surnames that would have
caused their owners considerable
embarrassment over the years.
A comparison of the 2008 population
with the first census in 1881 shows that
the number of COCKS has shrunk by
75%, while the number of people called
BALLS or DAFT has fallen by more than
50%.
(Ridiculous names were often more
harmless than they appeared. BOTTOM
names were from farms at the bottom of
a valley, and DAFT meant meek in the
Middle Ages.)
The fastest-growing surname in Britain
is Zhang, grown from 123 in 1996 to 5804
in 2008. It is followed by four other
Chinese names – WANG, YANG, Huang
and LIN; only after that do a couple of
African names get a look in, Moyo and
Dube.
In 1881 the most popular surnames
were, in order, SMITH, JONES,
WILLIAMS, BROWN, Taylor, DAVIES,
Wilson, Evans and Thomas; those top nine
names are still in exactly the same order
of popularity today.
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Helping to keep new members
- compiled by Jennifer Smith
Following on from the article in the
last Forwords, ―Why Scrabble Clubs have
trouble keeping new members‖, I thought
other clubs would be interested in one of
the measures the Christchurch Scrabble
Club has adopted to help their new
members.
They give new members a very helpful
information sheet. It‘s 2-3 pages long, and
covers a wide range of topics. I have
included large chunks of the text, in case
other Clubs would like to use this as a
basis for developing their own Information
Sheet, as the Hamilton Club intends to
(thanks, Christchurch!).
It begins with the information ―We are
affiliated to the NZASP (New Zealand
Association of Scrabble Players)‖, and
continues with other factual information,
such as:
 References:
1. Collins Official Scrabble Dictionary
(includes American spellings).
2. Collins Scrabble Tournament and
Club Word List.
 Venue, date, time and format of Club
nights, equipment provided, and what
the new member should bring to Club
nights; current committee with
contact details; fees, including the
affiliation fee (―the per annum, per
person fee, which is paid to the
NZASP, which provides us with up-todate word references, tournament
ratings, etc‖ – Hamilton has added the
Scrabble website and representation
on the world Scrabble scene to these
benefits).
 Local and other Club Scrabble
tournaments, and the National
Championships. ―The National
Championships are held each year at
Queen‘s Birthday weekend. Every

fourth year this tournament is held in
Christchurch. The World
Championships are held every second
year in November. The current World
Champion is Nigel Richards, a former
Christchurch Club member.‖
The Information Sheet then goes on to
talk about use of clocks, word lists,
meanings, and the purpose of the Club.
Some of these are worth quoting in more
detail:

Use of clocks
―Using a time clock is a much fairer
way of playing the game. Each player has
25 minutes (50 minutes total per game).
When you first start to use the clock you
will not be penalised for going over time,
but you are asked to observe just how
much time you have taken. Perhaps you
are playing too quickly? This is also a fault,
not giving enough thought as to whether
you have found the best play on the
board. The penalty for playing over your
time is … You may take as much time as
you wish for each move. Sometimes a
move is seen almost at once, but if you
see the possibility of using all the letters
on your rack (bonus word), you may need
to take longer before that elusive word
appears on your rack.‖
Word lists
―You may have to ease yourself into
both the use of the time clock (a new
skill) and feeling reliant on word lists (so
many new unfamiliar words!). In fact, it is
better for new players to be looking at
the 2-4-letter word lists during a game for
a time, to help with learning. Each time
you look up a word, your eyes take a
‗snapshot‘ of surrounding words. The 2-4letter words are the cornerstone of our
games and thus very important. Everyone
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is different, of course, but for someone
who has only ever played Scrabble with
the children, for example, playing in a Club
will broaden your idea of the game and
make it more enjoyable.‖

Shouldn’t you know the meaning
of words you play?
―This is a question often asked by new
members, Knowing the meaning of a word
is actually not a requirement in the
Scrabble rules. However, because most of
us who play have a love of words and a
natural curiosity about them, words are
frequently checked in the Dictionary for
meanings, and discussed by Club
members.‖
Purpose of the Club
―The main purpose of the Club is to
promote the game of Scrabble and to get
together people who have a love of
words. We aim to see that each person
improves their game (if this is what they
want!), thus giving satisfaction and
enjoyment.

―From time to time we hold Scrabble
workshops for those who wish to learn
new strategies, etc. Some people like to
put some effort into learning new words,
strategies, anagrams, using all letters.
Others, though they enjoy the game, have
a more laid-back approach and enjoy the
camaraderie, the social side of it. Yet we
all have some area of knowledge that
others may not be so familiar with, eg.
cooking terms, gardening, mechanical,
medical, sports, etc – the list is endless.
We learn from each other.‖
***
Good on you, Christchurch, for taking
the initiative in this way. And thanks to
Christchurch President, Shirley Hol, for
allowing other Clubs to plagiarise their
Information Sheet.
[Just one last word from me, as the editor of
Forwords: I’m delighted to see that the
Christchurch information also includes mention of
the National Scrabble magazine, Forwords
(“three-monthly, $12 per year, can be ordered for
you”). Other Clubs, please be sure to copy that
bit!!]

Gremlins in last issue
- by the Editor
 Page 49 – Sorry, Hazel (and the unknown ―Joan‖) that we didn‘t name Hazel
correctly in the photo caption.
 Page 45 – We said in the caption that Glynis was 2nd – she was first, of course!
Sorry, Glynis.
 Page 23 – I thought I was so careful to check all my travel words, but I still allowed
one typo to slip through. It is a COLOSSUS, not COLLOSSUS*. A COLOSSAL
mistake, sorry again!!
 Page 5 – TOMTOM* should have been included in the non-Scrabble words, but, in
my word-list ignorance, I had assumed it was an OK word! We‘ve all learned from
that one, so I won‘t be too sorry about it.
 Page 15 – Zafar‘s suspension is until 2013, not 3013. And I‘m not the teeniest bit
sorry about that typo, as it has led to some great correspondence:
Jeff Grant wrote, ―Zafar maybe should have been banned till 3013, but even
Methuselah wouldn‘t have fronted after that amount of time.‖
And Ann Candler emailed, ―My personal thought is it should have been as in
Forwords so that he would never play again.‖
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Learning about learning while
playing Scrabble
- by Selena Chan, Christchurch

This is the sixth in a series of articles about learning
Scrabble.

Flow: bringing things together
Some of you reading through the
previous articles might be thinking that it
is all good to have great strategies for
learning lots of words and for improving
on the strategies for playing Scrabble.
However, what counts on the day, is to
be able to retrieve all the words and
remember all the skills learnt and then to
apply them at the tournament table.
Research has shown that when we are
relaxed and our brain waves are in the
alpha mode, we learn and perform best.
Psychologists studying the phenomenon of
why artists, writers, scientists and
sportspeople are able to work long and
often arduous shifts have pinpointed that
when we are working on an activity that is
fulfilling, interesting and all encompassing,
our awareness of the time put into the
activity disappears and we happily
continue till we complete the activity. This
mental state is called ‗flow‘, when one is in
flow, life is good and what one is doing is
enjoyable and enriching. Our creative
juices are at their peak, we produce high
quality work and are not fatigued by the
activity.
The problem with Scrabble is that we
need to turn on our ‗flow‘ in discrete 50
minute blocks of time! For some of us, the
act of playing the game, puts us into a
minor state of flow but there are always
occasions when the game goes well, the
tile gods smile on us, we remember and
see obscure words on our rack or weird
combinations of letters on our boards
(like nine-letter words using two
disjointed letters on the board) and flow
really sets in.

The
objective
therefore is to
Selena Chan
try to reach a
state of flow
every time we play a tournament game!
When we are in flow, access to our
memory bank is enhanced and motor (tile
tracking), cognitive (decision making) and
spatial (board vision) skills are also
increased.
Learning to relax is the key to bringing
flow on. When we play a friendly game at
club meetings, we may be relaxed enough
to be playing better than when we are
playing in a tournament. So in tournament
playing, we need to work harder at
relaxing. Different people will approach
this in different ways and again, you will
need to work out what works best for
you.
What environment helps you relax?
Lower light levels, quiet, mood music, the
sound of running water?
What does your body need before it
will relax? A good night‘s sleep, coffee
before the game, not too much food at
lunch time, a bit to eat at morning tea
time?
What mental preparation works best?
Confidence in you own ability, knowing
you have put in the best effort in studying,
support from your nearest and dearest?
What physical activity helps to bring
on relaxation? Deep breathing, a walk in
the morning, fresh air between games?
If you have heard of neuro-linguistic
programming (NLP), you will be familiar
with the following scenario. NLP is a
cognitive strategy used to help people
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perform well in all sorts of situations. The
key to NLP is to be able to visualise a
situation in which you performed well (a
good tournament game) and to be able to
trigger the mental state you were in when
you performed well when you need to
perform well again. There are lots of NLP
courses around that you can attend but
you can also practise on your own and
see if it helps.

Electronic mailing
lists
by Steven Brown,
our Googlegroups organiser
There are two mailing lists for New
Zealand Scrabble. To join either list, or to
enquire about your subscription or
otherwise change it, please email me at
sgbrown@mac.com—for example, if
there are two email addresses you might
want to post from, but you only want to
receive messages at one of them, let me
know how you want it to work, and I can
subscribe you accordingly.
One is ―New Zealand Scrabble
News‖ (nzscrabblenews@googlegroups.
com) and the other is ―New Zealand
Scrabble Talk‖
(nzscrabbletalk@googlegroups.com ).
Both are set to only allow
postings from people who
we have added as members
– people can‘t add
themselves directly, or
send spam etc. if they‘re
not a member.
News list
The News list is
designed as an
announcements list.
Anyone who needs to
know about tournament
arrangements etc. should
belong to this list (eg.

every club secretary with an email address
should probably be a member of this list).
So as not to overwhelm people who only
want to receive relevant announcements,
we try to keep this list very much on
topic.
Posts should be relevant to NZ, to
Scrabble, and they should be News – they
shouldn‘t be questions, or replies to other
posts, and generally shouldn‘t be
forwarded from other lists. Posts from
this list will have [NZSN] in the subject
line. Replies to posts to this list go, by
default, only to the original sender. If you
find you receive too many messages from
this list, let me know what you think is
superfluous and we‘ll try to get them
transferred to the Talk list.

Talk list
The Talk list is for anything else. We‘d
like as many NZ Scrabblers as possible to
join and contribute. Posts from this list
will have [NZST] in the subject line.
Replies to this list go, by default, to the
whole list. If you find you receive too
many messages from this list, please use
the [NZST] in the subject line to filter
these messages into a separate inbox, ask
to be subscribed in digest mode, or ask to
be removed from the list.

- sent in by Paul Lister, Christchurch
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Scrabble elicits wonders of words

I

f I think of it in mid-swallow, a
scene from the 1978 film Foul
Play, can still make me shoot milk
out my nose. While solving a mystery, costars Chevy Chase and Goldie Hawn are
on a fire escape peering in at two elderly
women playing Scrabble. On the board,
the smiling old ladies have plunked down
the mother of all hyphenated bad words. I
fear this memory may have put me in an
odd frame of mind for the first Altrusa
Club Scrabble tournament.
The cause was impeccable: to support
literacy programs at the Warder Literacy
Center. The location was unimpeachable:
the basement of Covenant Presbyterian
Church. But when I found myself in the
first round sitting across the table from a
man whose name was spelled the same
forward as backward, I grew suspicious —
and rightly so.
In the end, Bob and his partner, Mary
Jo (or Oj Yram), outscored me and my
partner, Maggie, in a most underhanded
way: greater competence.
But as a consolation prize, Maggie and
I were given Scrabble dictionaries.
Thus was I introduced to ZAPTIAH, a
word that sent me to the newsroom‘s
ancient, unabridged dictionary, a book so
thick our HR Department requires us to
wear a lumbar belt to use it.
A zaptiah is a Turkish policeman,
which brought to mind the following
sentence: Sir, I believe the zaptiah just
zapped ya with a Taser.
Then came TACNODE, the point on a
curve where two ordinary branches of the
curve are mutually tangent. That could be
useful only in directions to a MENSA [also
a Scrabble word – Ed.] meeting: When you
come to a tacnode in the road, bear right

- by Tom Stafford.
- writing in the Springfield News-Sun, Ohio
and look for a mail box shaped like a
pocket protector.
The person taking the wrong tacnode
in the road likely would be a RONYON (a
mangy or scabby creature), and have
about him the scent of CONINE (a liquid
alkaloid with a peculiar odor found in the
poison hemlock.)
He had a smell that could curdle
conine.
I was charmed by the word
FUTILITARIAN, one who views all human
activity as futile.
But my favorite of the bunch is
HAGBORN. It‘s classic — almost
Shakespearean. In more patriarchal times
it meant son-of-a-hag. But in this more
egalitarian age, women, too, can be called
hagborn.
DWINING seemed interesting, too.
It‘s the process that lead us to dwindle
down. One can only be thankful that
pining dogs don‘t pindle*.
Speaking of bodily functions, the
Scrabble dictionary had the word
OSTIOLE in it. (One of the small inhalant
orifices of a sponge.) Hide the children.
Finally, there‘s FIDEISM. It is not, as I
suspected, belief in a dog. But it does
define a certain kind of dogmatism:
exclusive reliance on faith, rather than
upon reason, especially for philosophical
or religious truths.
It‘s in the spirit of fideism, I declare: I
shall thrash you next year, Bob. And you,
too, Oj Yram.

- reproduced with the kind permission of the
author and the newspaper
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NZ Masters Tournament 2009
- by Glenda Foster
After the first eight games on day one,
leader of the pack was Howard Warner on
7 wins, ahead of Andrew Bradley on 6.5
wins. Giant killer Rosemary Cleary achieved
the only victory against Howard, and in
game 6 Andrew drew with Rogelio Talosig
on 363 points each. At the end of the day
there were 5 players on 6 wins—in order
of spread: Peter Sinton, Mike Sigley, Glennis
Hale, Jeff Grant and Blue Thorogood.
The first day saw other highlights: the
highest score of the tournament, Howard‘s
603 against Val Mills‘ 469 in game 3; this
also turned out to be the highest aggregate
score achieved; and John Foster played his
2000th tournament game in game 3.
On day two, Andrew won 7 games to
take a 1.5 win lead over Howard and Peter
on 12 wins, while Jeff and Mike remained in
contention on 11 wins. Rosemary achieved
her win expectancy on day two, earning her
the President‘s bottle of wine.
By lunch on day three, Howard had 4
consecutive wins to overtake Andrew by
half a win. Peter and Mike were half a win
back on 15 wins, with Blue and Jeff close on
their heels. Howard lost the first game after
lunch 401 - 481 to Rogelio, while Andrew
won his game against Rosemary to claim
back a 0.5 win lead. Peter joined Howard
on 16 wins, while Jeff and Mike remained in
contention on 15 wins.

In the
penultimate
game
Howard had
a win, while
Andrew lost,
so Howard
was back in
front. Peter
and Mike
were
together on
16 wins.
Going
into the final Howard Warner receives the
Masters Trophy
round,
Howard only needed to win his game as he
was a long way ahead of the other
contenders on spread. Andrew needed not
only to win the last game against Mike, but
had to hope that Howard would lose. It
was technically possible for Mike or Peter
to win if they won their last games by a
large margin and Howard had a huge loss.
However, Howard had a decisive
victory 592 - 315 against Blue to win his
seventh Masters title. Mike beat Andrew
541 - 351 to take the runner-up position.
Andrew held third place with his half win
lead over Jeff and Peter.
A separate competition was played
between teams from the Mt Albert and
Wanganui clubs for the New
Zealand Shield. Mt Albert was
represented by Andrew
Bradley, Howard Warner and
Liz Fagerlund, while Wanganui
was represented by Mike
Sigley, Denise Gordon and
Rosemary Cleary. The Mt
Albert team proved too strong
and Andrew collected the
shield.
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National Champs
The two-day National Championships got under way in Christchurch on Saturday 30
May with 81 players.

E grade
By the end of the first day, Kerry
McKenna and Tony Charlton led the field
on 6 wins, followed by Suzanne Frederick
on 5.5 and Nola Borrell on 5.
And by the end of day two, Kerry
McKenna was in an unassailable position
on 13 wins, two ahead of Herb Ramsay,
with Lisa Tam one win back. Although
Kerry lost the final game, while Herb
won and Lisa had a bye, she retained first
place.

E Grade place-getters, Kerry McKenna
(1st), Herb Ramsay (2nd) and
Lisa Tam (3rd)

D grade
Chris Handley lost only one game on
day one to take the early lead, while Fran
Lowe, Veronica Zilinskas and Roger Cole
-Baker were in second to fourth place on
5 wins apiece.
On the second day, Marian Ross had
a good day to climb to the top, one win
clear of Gabrielle Bolt and Chris, and
with a healthy spread. Both Marian and
Gabrielle won their games to retain first
and second place. Chris lost to Carolyn
Kyle 330-335 which allowed Carolyn the
third spot.

D Grade place-getters, Carolyn Kyle (3rd),
Gabrielle Bolt (2nd) and Marian Ross (1st)

C grade
Scott Chaput won all 7 games to top
the leader board at the end of the first
day. Anderina McLean and Shirley Martin
were on 6 wins, with Ann Barlow on 5.
By the penultimate game of the
tournament, Scott had retained a one win
lead over Pam Barlow and was virtually
assured of winning the grade even if he
lost the final game. He did lose to
Anderina, but Pam also lost, so Scott
retained the lead ahead of Pam and
Anderina.

C Grade place-getters Inset Anderina
McLean (3rd), Scott Chaput (1st) and
Pam Barlow (2nd)

B grade
John Barker from Australia won all 7
games on the first day, with Nick
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Cavenagh close behind on 6 wins, and
Lynn Wood, Glenda Foster and Selena
Chan all on 5.
By the end of the second day Glenda
had climbed to top spot on 11 wins, with
four players breathing down her neck –
Murray Rogers, Lynn, John Baird and early
leader John Barker. Of these, only Murray
and Lynn had a realistic chance of winning
should they win their games and Glenda
lose the final game. However Glenda had
a comfortable win, while Lynn pipped
Murray for second place.

However, Joanne had another narrow
victory 425-395 to secure her first NZ
National Champs title.

A Grade place-getters, Jeff Grant (2nd),
Joanne Craig (1st) and
Blue Thorogood (3rd)

B Grade place-getters, Murray Rogers
(3rd), Glenda Foster (1st) and
Lynn Wood (2nd)

A grade
Joanne Craig won all seven games to
take the tournament lead on the first day,
while Blue Thorogood and Jeff Grant lost
only one game apiece to take second and
third place respectively.
By lunch time on day two the A Grade
was sorting itself out. Joanne was top of
the field on 10 wins, Jeff was still in
contention on 9 wins, while Blue and Kris
Saether were on 8.
Going into the final game Joanne and
Jeff were locked together on 12 wins, with
Joanne well ahead on spread. Blue and
Kris were in third and fourth spots on 10
wins with no chance of overtaking. Jeff had
a narrow victory over Peter Sinton 471455 and waited anxiously for the result of
Joanne‘s game with Howard Warner.

Prize-giving
The prize-giving dinner was held at the
venue, Rangi Ruru Girls School.
The Team Trophy was taken by the
Christchurch Club—Joanne, Kerry and
Herb.

Team trophy winners, Kerry McKenna,
Joanne Craig and Herb Ramsay from
Christchurch
The Georgie Award was presented to
Kerry in recognition of her aboveexpectancy performance in E Grade. The
Eileen McLean Memorial Trophy was
presented to Betty Eriksen who played
the most tournament games (201) since
the last Nationals.
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Kerry McKenna receives the Georgie
Trophy

Betty Eriksen receives the Eileen McLean
Memorial Trophy

The high word of the tournament
came from Hazel Purdie in the B Grade.
The highest individual game was Steven
Brown‘s 616.
At the presentation dinner the NZ
representatives for the World Scrabble
Champs (WSC) to be played in Johor
Bahru, Malaysia, in November were
announced. The WSC team is Joanne
Craig, Jeff Grant Howard Warner, and
Blue Thorogood. Reserves are Kristian

Saether and Mike Sigley. Nigel Richards
gains automatic entry as the defending
World Champ. Nigel will join the others
as a member of the NZ team to play in
the Causeway Challenge to be held in the
first week of December.

- compiled from Glenda Foster’s report on
the NZASP website
Photos by Tony Callaghan and
Liz Fagerlund

The NZ Team for the World Scrabble Champs and the Causeway Challenge
Howard Warner, Jeff Grant, Joanne Craig, Blue Thorogood, Nigel Richards (inset)
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Auckland Matchplay Champs
The Auckland Matchplay
Championships are played over four
rounds, where competitors play an
increasing numbers of games against each
opponent to decide the victor. Draws
and rankings and the sixteen competitors
are decided by the results of the Mt
Albert Memorial (Swiss draw, one-day)
Tournament.

She won the first two matches before
John woke up and started to play.

In the first round (best of seven):
The upsets of the round — based on
relative ratings — were delivered by
Anderina and David.
Howard Warner defeated Chris Higgins
Liz Fagerlund defeated Liz Catchpole
David Gunn defeated Lawson Sue
Kris Saether defeated Lynn Carter
John Foster defeated Pam Barlow
Patrick Carter defeated Shirley Martin
Anderina McLean defeated Hazel Purdie
Val Mills defeated Su Walker
Anderina had been the last one into
the draw. Hazel won their first match
before Anderina reeled off four straight
wins. She was delighted to have reached
the quarter-finals for the first time, having
been knocked out in the round of 16 the
last two years.
Lawson travelled to Hamilton to take
on David and their series went down to
the wire. They got to three all, before
David took out the seventh game right at
the death.
Patrick also travelled to Hamilton —
but only because New Zealand finished
their first innings of the cricket test with
India on an odd number. Evens, and
Shirley would have been driving up to
Auckland. Shirley‘s one win was a
comprehensive 482-338, underpinned by
a triple-triple play worth 149 for
SWIRLIER.
John got a scare from Mt Albert
Memorial Tournament dark horse Pam.

In the first semifinal (best of 11)
Kris (4 games) lost to Howard (6) in a
very tough contest, with a differential of
just 10 points (in favour of Kris) after the
10 games. Bonus words included
CARDIOID, CILIATE, URTICATE,
WESTERLY, JOLTERS, CLEAVING,
FREAKING and ZELATOR.
Going into the other semifinal, the
ratings would have said that Patrick was a
strong favourite, particularly over such a
long match as a best of 11 games.
However Anderina had already made a
mockery of the ratings. But at the crucial
game when Anderina could have levelled
with Patrick at 3-3, she tried MONIFIES*
instead of OMNIFIES, and consequently
lost the game. Patrick won the match, six
games to two.

In the quarterfinals (best of nine)
Anderina again delivered an upset,
this time by only needing six games to
defeat Liz 5-1. In the other matches,
Howard defeated Val, Patrick defeated
David and Kris defeated John.

The final (best of 13)
The final saw another upset, when
Patrick defeated Howard.
Bonus words included BOTANIZE
and MORDANTS, with NUBILEST*
(anagram BUSTLINE) being the only dud
played in the whole match).
Game 6, with the score at 5-0 to
Patrick, turned out to be a cracker of a
game, with a combined total of 918
points. Patrick discovered that he was
about to lose an endgame by one measly
point, so, because he had nothing to lose,
he challenged another word that he was
99% sure of and lost by 6 points instead.
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The match seemed to enter an unreal
phase. The tiles certainly appeared to be
strongly favouring Patrick and even when
Howard spotted some great plays such as
URBANELY, Patrick just happened to go
in the right place to block it.
Game 7 was a high scoring game with
both players getting three bingos and
Howard having a score of 61 for a nonbingo as well. But whichever way Howard
twisted and turned there always seemed
to be a place where Patrick‘s tiles could
be played for a good score and he was
slightly in front through the whole game.
Game 8 turned out to be the last
game in the match; a game that
highlighted how frustrating the match
must have been for Howard. Early in the
game he was sitting with an unplayable
OVERSEE on his rack when Patrick
played DZO in a place where a word
would have to have an S in exactly the
5th spot to fit on the board. At last a
stroke of luck in my favour thought
Howard as he swooped in, but fate had
ensured that Patrick was about to pick up
two blanks and be able to play
LEGATORS on the triple-triple. Even
after suffering that blow Howard seemed
to be about to catch up near the end

when he played another bingo, but out of
the 10 tiles in the bag which included an
A and an E he managed to select 7
consonants, and that proved to be the
end of the road.
So Patrick emerged victorious by the
score of 7-1, a scoreline that he said he
could scarcely believe himself.
Even though he was on the losing end
of one of the tournament‘s biggest
upsets, Howard Warner said, ―This
shows why matchplay is such an exciting
format.‖

Ken suddenly regretted eating the
ploughman’s lunch

Tournament Calendar
Tournament

Place
Dates
Nelson
Nelson
4-5 July
Whangarei
Whangarei
11-12 July
Hamilton
Hamilton
8-9 August
Tauranga
Tauranga
5-6 September
Christchurch
Christchurch
12-13 September
Mt Albert
Auckland
3-4 October
Wanganui
Wanganui
24-25 October
Kiwi
Hamilton
7 November
Otago Lion Open
Dunedin
14-15 November
World Scrabble Champs#
Johor Bahru, Malaysia 26-29 November
Johor Bahru, Malaysia 2-6 December
Causeway Challenge #*
# entry restricted to qualifiers
#* restricted and open sections
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Come and join us for
another wonderful
Scrabble® Festival
here on
Norfolk Island!

From

$1337
per person

ex Auckland
ex Christchurch
ex Wellington

Holiday package prices include:

10-17 October 2009  Return airfare to Norfolk Island

Scrabble Registration  Airfare taxes (excluding Norfolk Island and
Kit of $299 is additional to
Auckland departure tax)
your travel arrangements.  7 nights twin share accommodation
Book your travel through
 7 days car hire (petrol and car insurance extra)
The Travel Centre and
receive a special bonus  Return airport transfers
$149 discount on your
 Meet and greet at Norfolk Island airport
registration kit.
 Complimentary ‘A Walk in the Wild’
Your registration fee
covers operational costs  Complimentary Miniature Golf.
such as: hire of venue,
Prices are in New Zealand dollars, subject to
morning tea, airfares to
availability and subject to change without notice.
Norfolk Island and 8 days
Conditions apply. Travel insurance strongly
accommodation for 2
recommended. Norfolk Island departure tax is
festival organizers,
additional and payable direct when departing
administration, prizes and
Norfolk Island. Scrabble® Registration Kit is
trophies.
additional to above package prices
It’s going to be an exciting
(for those participating in the festival).
week! Come to Norfolk
and be a part of the
If you are not travelling from Auckland,
festival and spoil yourself Christchurch or Wellington please contact us for a
with a holiday on beautiful customised discounted holiday package.
Norfolk Island.
Contact:
The Travel Centre
PO Box 172, Norfolk Island
2899, South Pacific Phone: 00
For more information
6723 22502 Fax: 00 6723
phone toll free
23205 Toll free 0800 0088 10
0800 0088 10
Email: debbie@travelcentre.nf
Take advantage of our
Website: www.travelcentre.nf
local knowledge and
(if office is closed please leave a message on
having your travel agent at
our toll free number 0800 0088 10)
your destination.
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Riddles
- sent in by Pam Robson, Independent
1. A murderer is condemned to death.
He has to choose between three
rooms. The first is full of raging fires,
the second is full of assassins with
loaded guns, and the third is full of
lions that haven‘t eaten in three years.
Which room is safest for him?
2. What is black when you buy it, red
when you use it, and gray when you
throw it away?
3. Can you name three consecutive days
without using the words Wednesday,
Friday, or Sunday?
4. This is an unusual paragraph. I‘m
curious as to just how quickly you can
find out what is so unusual about it. It
looks so ordinary and plain that you
would think nothing was wrong with
it. In fact, nothing is wrong with it! It is
highly unusual though. Study it and
think about it, but you still may not
find anything odd. But if you work at it
a bit, you might find out. Try to do so
without any coaching!
Answers on page 39.

Brain teasers
1. Complete this sequence:
M T W T __ __ __
2. Correct this equation with a single
stroke:

3. Draw a rectangle with three lines.
4. Write anything here
______________________
Answers on page 39.

Disallowed!
A few words that you might think are
OK but haven‘t made the dictionary yet.
BIRDY*
Only BIRDIE is allowed.
COSTINGS* Used extensively in
business but hasn‘t made
the dictionary yet,
GNOSTICS is OK.
GRADINGS* Again often seen,
NIGGARDS is acceptable.
HATTRICK* Hyphenated, I‘m afraid.
INBOX*
Only allowed on your
computer.
JEONS*
JEON is a monetary unit
of South Korea, same in
plural.
RIOTISED*
Most players know
RIOTISE as the letters are
a very common set, but in
fact it is a noun not a verb.
SEALION*
Hyphenated, ANISOLE is
allowed.
TEABAGS*
Two words, unfortunately,
but ATABEGS is OK.
TOADIER*
Surprisingly, the word
TOADY is not an
adjective, but is a noun
and verb.
UNTAPED* Not good, but UNADEPT
is OK.

- from Scrabble Club News, No 73, UK

dazzling
dozen

There are thousands of weird words in
the Scrabble vocabulary. Here are a dozen
unusual new ones to dazzle your
opponents.
NKOSI
FRAWZEY
OIDIOID
QUBIT
SLOMMOCK
MADTOM
FIGJAM
PUMPKING
PIHOIHOI
GYTTJA
VUVUZELA
MWALIMU
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Who’s playing Scrabble?
Ruth Ptak (Arizona), nowhomeless person
While her pets were sleeping, Ruth
decided to play some Scrabble on the
computer. ―I had just done three games
and Minny started meowing like crazy and
I looked out the window. I almost died
when I saw the house on fire. I went back
to get the pets and that is when the dining
room window exploded and the smoke
and fire started coming in.‖
Ruth loves her pets so much, she
refused to leave her burning home
without them – police officers were
forced to pull her out of the burning
home and lock her in a squad car, but
firefighters were able to successfully save
her three dogs, three cats and one fish.
Larry Gordon, editor of the Jewish

Times

In an article. ―Political Scrabble‖, he
said: ―We need to open this board. We‘re
locked into one part of the Scrabble board
and all we have is a bunch of unexciting
letters that cannot build any words with
the potential for any high score. It‘s a

frustrating feeling, a sense that the game is
about to fall apart as there is just no place
to go.
This is the feeling I get watching
Benjamin Netanyahu trying to form a
coalition government in Israel …‖

Jason Mraz, rocker
He met his last
girlfriend playing
the word game
online. The
acoustic rocker
plays the game
almost daily; keeps
logs of his
performances; and
even wears a
leather necklace
adorned with his
initials J and M in
Scrabble tiles. But
Mraz admits he
occasionally cheats, ―I like to invent my
own words. My girlfriend and I recently
came up with dillions. It‘s the one after
gazillions.‖

Another use for our Scrabble dictionary
Denki has secured the rights to use
the Collins Official Scrabble Dictionary in its
forthcoming 360 Live Arcade title, Quarrel,
in which up to four players battle to
dominate with the use of the most
complex and valuable words.
The dictionary provides the game with
a lexicon of over 114,000 playable terms.
Managing director of Denki, Colin
Anderson said, ―The primary concern for
the future of Quarrel has been the

provenance and credibility of its
vocabulary. The accord with Collins
provides our game with the ne plus ultra
of dictionaries.‖
Collins Language editorial director
added: ―By using a Collins wordgame
dictionary, Denki ensures that players will
have the best possible language resource
to play from.‖
No release date has yet been
confirmed for Quarrel.

Page 37

Lawn Scrabble
Team effort was the name of the game
when 35 children from the MES Indian
School participated in a Lawn Scrabble
tournament in Qatar at the end of May.
Individual Scrabble competition has been
regularly held at the school at least twice
a month, but this was their first Lawn
Scrabble tournament.
The Lawn Scrabble event was the
brainchild of Qatar Scrabble League (QSL)
officials who thought of a different yet
unique way to play the popular word
game, this time played by a team or group
instead of individuals.
In the game, the five-member teams
were allowed up to two minutes to form
a word with the 15x15cm tiles and place it
on the 4x4 metre board laid on the floor.

A student places a tile to complete a word
during the lawn Scrabble competition.

Scrabble on TV
Did you see the recent episode of
Friends on TV?
Ross and Candler are playing Scrabble
when Ross‘s pet monkey swallows the K
and begins to choke.
They rush him to hospital, and Ross
tells his friend later,‖ The doctor got the
K out. He also found an M and an O.‖
Whereupon Chandler quips, ―We
think he was trying to spell out
MONKEY.‖

OUT the front or the
back?
Doesn‘t matter with these
combinations!
OUTBUY
BUYOUT
OUTLAY
LAYOUT
OUTPUT
PUTOUT
OUTRED
REDOUT
OUTRIG
RIGOUT
OUTRUN
RUNOUT
OUTSET
SETOUT
OUTBACK
BACKOUT
OUTBURN
BURNOUT
OUTCOOK
COOKOUT
OUTDROP
DROPOUT
OUTFALL
FALLOUT
OUTLOOK
LOOKOUT
OUTPASS
PASSOUT
OUTPULL
PULLOUT
OUTREAD
READOUT
OUTROLL
ROLLOUT
OUTSELL
SELLOUT
OUTTAKE
TAKEOUT
OUTTURN
TURNOUT
OUTWALK
WALKOUT
OUTWASH
WASHOUT
OUTWITH
WITHOUT
(see below)
OUTWORK
WORKOUT
OUTBREAK
BREAKOUT
OUTPITCH
PITCHOUT
OUTSHOOT
SHOOTOUT
OUTSLEEP
SLEEPOUT
OUTSPEAK
SPEAKOUT
OUTSTAND
STANDOUT
OUTWATCH
WATCHOUT
All take S (or ES) except OUTWITH –
yes, WITHOUTS is OK!

Riddle from Ireland
What‘s Irish and stays out all night?
Paddy O‘Furniture.
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Discussion on changes to scoring

T

here has been some discussion
in overseas media about
whether the Scrabble scoring
system needs to be adjusted, following
additions to the word list (like ZA and JA)
that some people believe devalue certain
letters.
A Los Angeles lawyer, Matthew
Butterick, believes that using words like
QI and ZA make it easier than it used to
be for less-skilled players to rack up high
scores. He called for scoring to be
recalibrated so that luck, once again, takes
more of a back seat to skill. ―In the old
days you had to make big words to get big
points,‖ he said. But in the game as it has
now developed, knowledge of what he
describes as ―weasel words‖ is the path to
victory.
Carl Bialik (commonly known as The
Numbers Guy) has a degree in
mathematics and physics. He examines
numbers in the news, business and
politics, in websites and in his column in
The Wall Street Journal. He investigated
response to Butterik‘s suggestion in the
following article:

The Scrabble statistics
This is hardly a unanimous opinion in
the Scrabble world.
John Williams, executive director of
the National Scrabble Association, said the
issues raised in the letter are ―some
combination of irrelevant, meaningless and
impractical for 85% or 90% of people who
play Scrabble.‖ He added, ―If it ain‘t broke,
don‘t fix it.‖
Philip Nelkon, a former British
champion and Mattel Games‘ promotions
manager for Scrabble, agreed, saying, ―I
have a sort of, if it ain‘t broke, don‘t fix it,
attitude toward Scrabble.‖
―Top players still win tournaments,
suggesting that skill remains a major

A close-up of a newspaper marked
up by Alfred Butts, who was
counting the frequency of letters in
nine-letter words to help decide how
many tiles of each letter he should
include in his new game of Scrabble.
factor,‖ said David Wolfe, co-author of a
book on the math of Go.
Joe Edley, three-time national Scrabble
champion, said, ―The arguments about
changing the values have some merit, but
they don‘t have enough merit to change
anything.‖
Some of the resistance stems from
abiding respect for Scrabble inventor
Alfred Butts‘s success in designing
Scrabble to make for fun, unpredictable
game play. Butts based the letter
frequencies in part on the frequencies of
these letters in newspaper articles.
I wondered if things might be different
if each word in the language were counted
once instead of repeatedly, if it were a
common newspaper word. But letter
frequencies in today‘s Scrabble word list,
Merriam-Webster‘s collegiate dictionary
and the Oxford Dictionary of English were
quite similar. (See related graphic.) Such
stability underpins code-breakers‘ ability
to identify which letter might be standing
in for E in an encrypted message.
Butts didn‘t rely entirely on these
frequencies, for instance removing some
S‘s because the ability to turn words on
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the board into their plural form is so
powerful. ―The most impressive thing was
how exquisitely he ended up effecting this
balance in the game,‖ said Stefan Fatsis,
author of a book about Scrabble and its
history.
Some players don‘t think changing tile
values would hurt the game — just call
for new strategies. ―Say the X were
worth 50 points,‖ said Jason Katz-Brown,
co-creator of Quackle, a Scrabble
computer program. ―Then the first
portion of the game would be a battle to
play as many tiles as you can each turn,
itself an intriguing problem, as optimal
strategies for that are largely unexplored.‖
Katz-Brown‘s program has been used
by its co-creator, John O‘Laughlin, to
generate approximate values for each tile,
representing the advantage or
disadvantage they pose should a player
draw them. These are merely estimates,
and don‘t take into account the variable
skill of players, nor the other tiles on the
board or in the rack. Still, these could be
used to adjust scores for players and even
the playing field. But casual players are
unlikely to want to subtract 26.6 points
each time they play a blank, or add nine
points for the disadvantageous Q.
Another idea would replace the
random draw with a tile market.
―Whenever tiles need to be added to the
rack, instead of drawing them at random
from the bag, auction them off to the
player who bids the greatest deduction of
points from his cumulative score,‖
suggested John Chew, Web master for
the National Scrabble Association.
What do you think? Would you
change Scrabble rules to account for the
changing language, and if so, how? The
Numbers Guy invites anyone to make a
comment on his website,
numbersguy@wsj.com.

Close contest

This was the unusual leader board in
the C Grade at Kapiti on day 2, with all 8
players on 3 wins after the penultimate
round.
Roto Mitchelll went on to win the
grade by winning the last game, with a
comfortable lead on spread.

Solutions
Riddles (from page 35)
1. The third room. Lions that haven‘t
eaten in three years are dead.
2. Charcoal, as it is used in barbecuing.
3. Yesterday, today, and tomorrow.
4. The letter e, which is the most
common letter used in the English
language, does not appear even once
in the paragraph.
Brain Teasers (from page 35)
1. M T W T F S S (initial letters of the
days of the week)
2.
3.

4. ANYTHING

Page 40

Rankings
NZASP Rankings list as at 1 June 2009
Rank
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

Name
Rating
Joanne Craig
2063
Jeff Grant
2046
Howard Warner
2035
Blue Thorogood
2005
Kristian Saether
1987
Mike Sigley
1958
Peter Sinton
1954
Rogelio Talosig
1896
Lynne Butler
1888
Andrew Bradley
1884
Debbie Caldwell
1871
Glennis Hale
1866
Steven Brown
1851
John Foster
1833
Liz Fagerlund
1828
Chris Hooks
1824
Val Mills
1768
Glynis Jennings
1767
Jennifer Smith
1757
Lawson Sue
1740
Rosemary Cleary
1738
Glenda Foster
1712
Peter Jones
1703
Lynn Wood
1695
Lynne Powell
1693
Shirley van Essen 1689
Murray Rogers
1680
Glenyss Buchanan 1674
Denise Gordon
1666
Paul Lister
1663
Marianne Bentley 1647
Nick Cavenagh
1645
Amelia Carrington 1644
Pam Robson
1642
Ian Patterson
1633
Janice Cherry
1621
John Baird
1615
Sheila Green
1590
Olivia Godfrey
1588
Vicky Robertson
1581
Ann Hough
1563
Helen Sillis
1550

Wins Games
181
269
1402
1830
1222
1681
385
556
67
105
837
1170
502.5
683
354
588
773
1255
639.5 1231
467
758
1198.5 2129
744.5 1372
1157
2020
742
1410
807.5 1661
754
1615
398.5
841
684
1380
272.5
518
547
1187
787.5 1537
709
1444
1182
2486
799.5 1575
307
588
454.5
870
527.5 1130
613
1242
689.5 1205
237
527
30
50
247
439
459
1002
157
273
312
595
112
187
31
62
350
603
80
141
445.5
913
609
1211

%
67%
77%
73%
69%
64%
72%
74%
60%
62%
52%
62%
56%
54%
57%
53%
49%
47%
47%
50%
53%
46%
51%
49%
48%
51%
52%
52%
47%
49%
57%
45%
60%
56%
46%
58%
52%
60%
50%
58%
57%
49%
50%

Rank
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84

Name
Rating
Selena Chan
1520
Frank Robinson
1513
Karyn McDougall 1513
David Gunn
1511
Roger Coates
1508
Shirley Hol
1507
Joan Thomas
1497
Allie Quinn
1488
Hazel Purdie
1482
Margie Hurly
1468
Scott Chaput
1464
Clare Ruckstuhl
1449
Maureen Holliday 1447
Anderina McLean 1437
Delcie Macbeth
1434
Pam Barlow
1412
Irene Smith
1404
Jean O'Brien
1401
Glenda Geard
1389
Mary Gray
1383
Betty Eriksen
1376
Faye Cronhelm
1369
Yoon Kim Fong
1361
June Mackwell
1360
Shirley Martin
1344
Ella Rushton
1332
Pat Bryan
1325
Margaret Cherry
1323
Kaite Hansen
1303
Ernie Gidman
1292
Andree Prentice
1276
Rosalind Phillips
1275
Su Walker
1265
Lynn Carter
1233
Katrina Allen
1227
Ray Goodyear
1226
Yvette Hewlett
1225
Marianne Patchett 1214
Leila Thomson
1206
Rhoda Cashman
1205
Chris Higgins
1202
Lyn Toka
1188

Wins Games
210
381
150.5
290
567.5 1076
974
1957
528
1117
462.5
977
653.5 1304
810.5 1667
723.5 1470
242
454
85
132
180
329
541
1050
222
396
599
1140
454
886
78
153
819.5 1618
785.5 1589
291.5
547
886.5 1751
657
1321
380
726
562
1297
586
1130
164
271
108
184
389
783
166
308
294
584
746
1465
311.5
594
652
1279
358
664
81
149
172
351
341.5
722
241.5
462
432
981
709.5 1467
69
110
397.5
758

%
55%
52%
53%
50%
47%
47%
50%
49%
49%
53%
64%
55%
52%
56%
53%
51%
51%
51%
49%
53%
51%
50%
52%
43%
52%
61%
59%
50%
54%
50%
51%
52%
51%
54%
54%
49%
47%
52%
44%
48%
63%
52%
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Rank
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132

Name
Steve Richards
Allison Torrance
Geoff Vautier
Marian Ross
Sandra Stacey
Elaine Moltzen
Lorraine Van Veen
Lyn Dawson
Correne James
Ann Candler
Gabrielle Bolt
Jena Yousif
Shirley Wyatt
Ruth Groffman
Roger Cole-Baker
Carolyn Kyle
Chris Handley
Liz Richards
Jo Ann Ingram
Connie Flores
Jean Boyle
Agnes Rowland
Colleen Cook
Veronica Zilinskas
Karen Gray
Margaret Lyall
Judith Thomas
Cicely Bruce
Roto Mitchell
Kerry Mckenna
Sheila Reed
Dianne Cole-Baker
Barbara Dunn
Catherine Henry
Kate Wignall
Jacqueline
Coldham-Fussell
Herb Ramsay
Joan Pratt
Roslyn Lister
Liz Catchpole
Malcolm Graham
Heather Landon
Pam Muirhead
Carole Coates
Bernice Hyde
Jan Evans
Chris Day
Michael Groffman

Rating
1184
1181
1165
1164
1154
1136
1133
1127
1125
1124
1118
1111
1108
1107
1104
1100
1089
1075
1069
1066
1036
1031
1030
1029
1014
1012
1000
976
961
952
938
927
921
900
896
893
888
887
873
870
863
847
846
845
840
837
831
821

Wins Games
186
387
246
467
92
242
405
813
106
209
456
914
639.5 1276
299
550
571
1183
610.5 1305
260.5
502
242.5
484
409.5
878
329.5
690
205.5
385
486
975
288
547
191.5
385
109.5
218
115.5
184
316.5
585
63
113
189.5
383
158.5
276
135
250
408.5
832
89.5
173
64
102
453
898
30
42
122.5
257
183
352
133.5
229
269.5
510
655.5 1309

%
48%
53%
38%
50%
51%
50%
50%
54%
48%
47%
52%
50%
47%
48%
53%
50%
53%
50%
50%
63%
54%
56%
49%
57%
54%
49%
52%
63%
50%
71%
48%
52%
58%
53%
50%

439
64
564
281.5
354.5
228.5
175.5
44.5
447.5
190
89
37
177.5

48%
75%
52%
51%
49%
49%
50%
65%
49%
52%
48%
51%
47%

909
85
1081
550
730
467
349
68
915
365
186
72
374

Rank
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179

Name
Rating
Annette Coombes
820
Suzanne Frederick 794
Nola Borrell
793
Rosemary Wauters 763
Valma Gidman
763
Thelma Chisholm
743
Bev Edwards
739
Maria Clinton
735
Rahimah Abdullah 725
Karen Miller
724
Alison Holmes
723
Tony Charlton
703
Alison Vautier
694
Jean Wacker
688
Maria Barker
682
Janny Henneveld
642
Judy Driscoll
642
Barbara Cornell
627
Yvonne MacKenzie 607
Mary Curtis
600
Anne Scatchard
589
Pauline Smeaton
579
Kathleen Mori-Barker 579
Christina Linwood
578
Anthea Jones
537
Tim Henneveld
534
Jean Craib
530
Dorothy Haining
518
Maggie Bentley
512
Suzanne Harding
509
Marc Van Hoecke
507
Margaret Hanson
496
Betty Sutherland
478
Paula Gibbons
474
Judith Bach
468
Antonia Aarts
444
Karen Brookes
440
Ruth Godwin
438
Lynn Thompson
389
Sue Mayn
389
Margaret Miller
374
Anne-Louise Milne 334
Noelene Bettjeman 329
Bev Griffin
267
Bev Allen
266
Jeannie Lambert
234
Trish Fox
59

Wins Games
456
1024
177.5
315
117.5
221
86.5
161
557.5 1108
202.5
422
78.5
136
164
325
37.5
84
383.5
786
114
212
122
248
39
114
198
383
74
169
219
464
22
84
31
87
359.5
780
76
163
79.5
148
251.5
490
275.5
570
43.5
100
106
215
198.5
465
300
655
455
925
29
52
94
204
67
139
433
890
198.5
473
346
730
48
104
27
77
23
93
45
143
95.5
217
103
277
76
197
41
224
147
327
58
163
22
91
5
44
9
79

%
45%
56%
53%
54%
50%
48%
58%
50%
45%
49%
54%
49%
34%
52%
44%
47%
26%
36%
46%
47%
54%
51%
48%
44%
49%
43%
46%
49%
56%
46%
48%
49%
42%
47%
46%
35%
25%
31%
44%
37%
39%
18%
45%
36%
24%
11%
11%
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Tournament Results
Wellington Scrabble Tournament
14-15 March 2009
14 Games
Name
Club
Grade A
1 Lynne Butler
NPL
2 Joanne Craig
CHC
3 Jeff Grant
IND
4 Glennis Hale
IND
5 Steven Brown
KAP
6 Val Mills
PAK
7 Mike Sigley
WAN
8 Denise Gordon
WAN
Grade B
1 Jennifer Smith
HAM
2 Debbie Caldwell
NEL
3 Murray Rogers
NEL
4 Glenda Foster
WEL
5 Lynn Wood
WEL
6 Glenyss Buchanan LOH
7 Paul Lister
CHC
8 Rosemary Cleary
WAN
Grade C
1 Olivia Godfrey
WEL
2 Vicky Robertson
WEL
3 Ann Hough
NEL
4 Clare Ruckstuhl
WEL
5 Joan Thomas
HAS
6 Andree Prentice
WAN
7 Kaite Hansen
CHC
8 Teresa Ferrari
LOH
Grade D
1 Jean O'Brien
IND
2 Betty Eriksen
WAN
3 Yvette Hewlett
IND
4 Leila Thomson
LOH
5 Lyn Dawson
CHC
6 Sandra Stacey
WEL
7 Geoff Vautier
WEL
8 Pam Barlow
PAK
Grade E
1 Carolyn Kyle
DUN
2 Su Walker
MTA
3 Sheila Reed
WEL

Wins

Spread

Ave

9
9
8
8
6
6
5
5

644
584
212
98
-388
-651
-92
-407

430
428
409
410
390
370
413
387

10
9
9
7
6.5
5.5
5
4

551
707
285
46
-297
-625
-512
-155

416
430
396
409
379
371
382
403

9
9
8
8
7
5
5
5

192
108
373
233
-135
-71
-149
-165

384
385
390
400
376
361
366
378

11
11
7
7
6
5
5
4

804
654
239
195
-717
-175
-672
-328

404
402
402
394
363
363
349
366

11
10
9

520
610
325

402
409
390

Judith Thomas, Independent, F grade
winner at Wellington and D grade
winner at Kapiti day 1
Name
Club
4 Agnes Rowland
KAP
5 Suzanne Frederick WAN
6 Malcolm Graham
CHC
7 Nola Borrell
IND
8 Alison Holmes
CHC
Grade F
1 Judith Thomas
IND
2 Roslyn Lister
CHC
3 Thelma Chisholm
WEL
4 Rahimah Abdullah KAP
5 Maria Clinton
NEL
6 Tony Charlton
NEL
7 Janny Henneveld
ROT
8 Tim Henneveld
ROT
9 Judy Driscoll
KAP
10 Elaine Robertson
LOH

Wins
8
7
5
3
3

Spread
99
-174
-527
-144
-709

Ave
387
371
368
377
339

11
11
10
8
8
6
6
4
3
3

720
599
369
378
-445
126
-131
-85
-655
-804

364
377
365
361
334
349
339
344
321
300

Dunedin Lion Open
Scrabble Tournament
4th - 5th April, 2009
15 games
Name
Grade A
1 Peter Sinton
2 Ian Patterson

Club
DUN
DUN

Wins
12
10

SpreadAveScore
1163
520

429
405
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Name
Club
3 Karyn McDougall
DUN
4 Jean O'Brien
IND
5 Ruth Groffman
DUN
6 Ella Rushton
DUN
Grade B
1 Scott Chaput
DUN
2 Karen Gray
DUN
3 Marian Ross
DUN
4 Lyn Dawson
CHC
5 Carolyn Kyle
DUN
6 Janet Brady
DUN
Grade C
1 Peter Johnstone
CHC
2 Suzanne Frederick WAN
3 Yvonne Mackenzie CHC
4 Michael Groffman DUN
5 Christina Linwood DUN
6 Penny Irvine
DUN
Grade D
1 Lisa Tam
DUN
2 Marc Van Hoecke DUN
3 Anne-Louise Milne DUN
4 Bev Allen
DUN
5 Stephanie Pluck
DUN

Wins
8
6
5
4

Spread
111
-291
-597
-906

Ave
389
380
363
363

13
9
7
7
6
3

1325
278
-57
-440
67
-1173

445
403
371
358
390
334

13
9
8
7
5
3

918
449
296
160
-688
-1115

387
388
377
355
337
309

12
12
9
8
4

805
679
41
-439
-1071

327
315
281
267
249

NZ Masters Tournament
11-13 April 2009
23 Games
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Player
Howard Warner
Mike Sigley
Andrew Bradley
Jeff Grant
Peter Sinton
Glennis Hale
Blue Thorogood
Rogelio Talosig
Liz Fagerlund
Debbie Caldwell
Chris Hooks
John Foster
Lynne Butler
Val Mills
Murray Rogers
Rosemary Cleary
Steven Brown
Lawson Sue

Club
MTA
WAN
MTA
IND
DUN
IND
IND
IND
MTA
NEL
MTA
IND
NPL
PAK
NEL
WAN
KAP
PAK

Wins
18
17
16.5
16
16
16
15
14.5
13
13
13
12
12
10
10
10
8
8

Spread Average
1792 455
1163 443
354 413
1077 442
854 406
746 420
636 423
1157 427
543 413
460 418
-195 405
584 410
365 422
-342 383
-619 383
-808 367
-520 401
-610 390

19
20
21
22
23
24

Name
Club
Glenda Foster
WEL
Marianne Bentley TGA
Ann Hough
NEL
Amelia Carrington ROT
Denise Gordon
WAN
Paul Lister
CHC

Wins
8
6
6
6
6
6

Spread
-652
-1046
-1118
-1198
-1307
-1316

Ave
384
379
362
383
371
366

Wins

Spread

Ave

5
5
4
3
3
3
3
2

502
-3
93
233
43
-155
-289
-424

429
373
378
406
405
394
369
370

6
5
5
4
3
3
2
0

579
377
218
-113
126
-299
-174
-714

409
395
393
347
389
344
360
312

5
5
4
4
4
3
2
1

310
268
108
-32
-71
124
-331
-376

379
380
398
355
354
383
357
330

7
5
5
4
2
2
2
1

251
418
49
244
-22
-353
-375
-212

376
381
353
365
327
306
310
334

Kapiti Club Tournament
18 April 2009
7 games
Name
Club
A Grade
1 Debbie Caldwell
NEL
2 Lynn Wood
WEL
3 Rosemary Cleary
WAN
4 Glenda Foster
WEL
5 Steven Brown
KAP
6 Vicky Robertson
WEL
7 Glenyss Buchanan LOH
8 Olivia Godfrey
WEL
B Grade
1 Anderina McLean
MTA
2 Jean O'Brien
IND
3 Yvette Hewlett
IND
4 Betty Eriksen
WAN
5 Joan Thomas
HAS
6 Sandra Stacey
WEL
7 Leila Thomson
LOH
8 Jo Ann Ingram
TGA
C Grade
1 Pat Grant
IND
2 Roto Mitchell
WAN
3 Cicely Bruce
WRE
4 Jean Walsh
WAN
5 Agnes Rowland
KAP
6 Jean Boyle
WAN
7 Suzanne Frederick WAN
8 Sheila Reed
WEL
D Grade
1 Judith Thomas
IND
2 Fran Lowe
IND
3 Thelma Chisholm
WEL
4 Nola Borrell
IND
5 Ellen Laurie
IND
6 Alison Vautier
KAP
7 Karen White
KAP
8 Rahimah Abdullah KAP
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19 April 2009
7 games
Name
Club
A Grade
1 Debbie Caldwell
NEL
2 Glenyss Buchanan LOH
3 Rosemary Cleary
WAN
4 Steven Brown
KAP
5 Vicky Robertson
WEL
6 Olivia Godfrey
WEL
7 Lynn Wood
WEL
8 Glenda Foster
WEL
B Grade
1 Betty Eriksen
WAN
2 Joan Thomas
HAS
3 Anderina McLean
MTA
4 Jean O'Brien
IND
5 Clare Ruckstuhl
WEL
6 Leila Thomson
LOH
7 Jo Ann Ingram
TGA
8 Sandra Stacey
WEL
C Grade
1 Roto Mitchell
WAN
2 Agnes Rowland
KAP
3 Fran Lowe
IND
4 Judith Thomas
IND
5 Jean Boyle
WAN
6 Sheila Reed
WEL

Wins

Spread

Ave

5.5
5
4
4
3
3
2
1.5

560
-46
156
8
-42
-46
-377
-213

460
388
397
396
403
400
361
367

6
5
4
4
4
2
2
1

272
246
301
210
-131
-150
-449
-299

374
389
399
402
374
362
346
372

4
4
4
4
3
3

335
24
-170
-180
136
84

374
367
348
356
378
368

Alison Vautier, Kapiti, 2nd in D Grade
Kapiti Day 2
Name
Club
7 Cicely Bruce
WRE
8 Jean Walsh
WAN
D Grade
1 Rahimah Abdullah KAP
2 Alison Vautier
KAP
3 Suzanne Frederick WAN
4 Thelma Chisholm
WEL
5 Nola Borrell
IND
6 Pam Sinclair
KAP
7 Ellen Laurie
IND
8 Graeme Brown
KAP

Wins
3
3

Spread
-109
-120

Ave
368
352

6
6
5
5
3
2
1
0

463
247
313
239
-14
-137
-399
-712

383
351
370
362
365
310
308
257

Wins

Spread

Ave

KAP
IND
CHC
NEL
CHC
WEL
NEL
CHC

13
12
7
7
6
5
4
2

1046
1136
393
183
-252
-800
-644
-1062

499
442
409
405
381
354
361
352

NEL
WEL
CHC

12
10
9

1210
338
318

434
415
404

Christchurch Tournament
9-10 May 2009
14 Games

Rahimah Abdullah, Kapiti, D Grade
winner Kapiti day 2

Name
A Grade
1 Steven Brown
2 Blue Thorogood
3 Shirley van Essen
4 Debbie Caldwell
5 Paul Lister
6 Lynn Wood
7 Murray Rogers
8 Selena Chan
B Grade
1 Ann Hough
2 Olivia Godfrey
3 Irene Smith

Club
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Players at the Kapiti Tournament enjoy the sunshine in the grounds of
Lindale Conference Centre
Name
Club
4 John Baird
CHC
5 Kaite Hansen
CHC
6 Betty Eriksen
WAN
7 Shirley Hol
CHC
8 Ruth Groffman
DUN
C Grade
1 Peter Johnstone
CHC
2 Allison Torrance
CHC
3 Margaret Lyall
IND
4 Chris Handley
DUN
5 Karen Gray
DUN
6 Connie Flores
CHC
7 Marian Ross
DUN
8 Carolyn Kyle
DUN
D Grade
1 Gabrielle Bolt
CHC
2 Veronica Zilinskas CHC
3 Malcolm Graham
CHC
4 Colleen Cook
CHC
5 Roslyn Lister
CHC
6 Yvonne Mackenzie CHC
7 Alison Holmes
CHC
8 Thelma Chisholm
WEL
E Grade
1 Herb Ramsay
CHC
2 Christina Linwood DUN

Wins
9
5
5
4
2

Spread
163
-233
-452
-607
-737

Ave
387
381
365
369
338

11
8
7
7
6
6
6
5

44
-215
331
106
76
17
-119
-240

373
373
375
373
384
384
376
369

10
8
8
8
7
6
5
4

518
493
176
12
-94
-95
-381
-629

382
402
377
360
352
349
341
336

12
10

1315
959

420
416

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Name
Club
Kerry Mckenna
CHC
Kathleen Mori-Barker CHC
Tony Callaghan
CHC
Judith Bach
CHC
Jean Craib
CHC
Betty Sutherland
CHC
Madeleine Green
CHC
Trish Fox
CHC

Wins
9
9
7
7
6
4
4
2

Spread
567
254
50
-136
-61
-649
-821
-1478

Ave
386
370
371
350
355
315
312
280

Malcolm Graham, Christchurch, 3rd place
in C Grade at Christchurch
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National Championships
30-31 May 2009
15 Games
Name
Grade A
1 Joanne Craig
2 Jeff Grant
3 Blue Thorogood
4 Kristian Saether
5 Howard Warner
6 Peter Sinton
7 Debbie Caldwell
8 Liz Fagerlund
9 Steven Brown
10 Andrew Bradley
11 Glennis Hale
12 Val Mills
13 Rosemary Cleary
14 Jennifer Smith
15 Lawson Sue
16 Shirley van Essen
Grade B
1 Glenda Foster
2 Lynn Wood
3 Murray Rogers
4 John Baird
5 John Barker
6 Vicky Robertson
7 Nick Cavenagh
8 Olivia Godfrey
9 Shirley Hol
10 Joan Thomas
11 Ann Hough
12 Selena Chan
13 David Gunn
14 Hazel Purdie
15 Jean O'Brien
16 Irene Smith
Grade C
1 Scott Chaput
2 Pam Barlow
3 Anderina McLean
4 Mary Gray
5 Yoon Kim Fong
6 Betty Eriksen
7 Shirley Martin
8 Su Walker

Club

Wins

Spread

Ave

CHC
IND
IND
MTA
MTA
DUN
NEL
MTA
KAP
MTA
IND
PAK
WAN
HAM
MTA
CHC

13
13
11
10
9
9
9
6
6
6
5
5
5
5
5
3

1074
871
632
119
769
296
231
-27
-74
-174
-195
-497
-706
-773
-1259
-287

442
445
428
415
438
416
420
387
414
397
382
372
376
367
366
404

WEL
WEL
NEL
CHC
AUS
WEL
HAM
WEL
CHC
HAS
NEL
CHC
WKP
MTA
IND
CHC

12
11
10
10
10
8
8
8
7.5
7
6
6
5
4.5
4
3

657
611
577
313
-28
303
142
-129
-81
284
-10
-105
-290
-884
-496
-864

419
401
411
401
396
407
399
387
379
402
392
383
396
372
363
366

DUN
PAK
MTA
MTA
HAM
WAN
HAM
MTA

12
11
11
10
9
9
8
7

989
804
453
147
375
97
100
224

434
386
398
384
406
385
384
389

Name
Club
9 Kaite Hansen
CHC
10 Andree Prentice
WAN
11 Ray Goodyear
IND
12 Lynn Carter
NSB
13 Rosalind Phillips
MTA
14 Allison Torrance
CHC
15 Yvette Hewlett
IND
16 Ruth Groffman
DUN
Grade D
1 Marian Ross
DUN
2 Gabrielle Bolt
CHC
3 Carolyn Kyle
DUN
4 Chris Handley
DUN
5 Roger Cole-Baker MTA
6 Fran Lowe
IND
7 Veronica Zilinskas CHC
8 Colleen Cook
CHC
9 Jean Boyle
WAN
10 Karen Gray
DUN
11 Jean Walsh
WAN
12 Margaret Lyall
CHC
13 Roto Mitchell
WAN
14 Dianne Cole-Baker MTA
15 Malcolm Graham
CHC
16 Annette Coombes
WKP
Grade E
1 Kerry McKenna
CHC
2 Herb Ramsay
CHC
3 Lisa Tam
CHC
4 Nola Borrell
IND
5 Suzanne Frederick WAN
6 Tony Charlton
NEL
7 Tony Callaghan
CHC
8 Alison Holmes
CHC
9 Karen Miller
IND
10 Judy Driscoll
KAP
11 Quinny Tarapipipi NEL
12 Kathleen Mori-Barker CHC
13 Jean Craib
CHC
14 Christina Linwood DUN
15 Betty Sutherland
CHC
16 Yvonne Mackenzie CHC
17 Dean Reaney
CHC

Wins
7
6
6
6
6
5
5
2

Spread
-226
-114
-292
-427
-460
-344
-388
-937

Ave
371
369
374
372
363
367
368
348

11
10
9.5
9
9
8.5
8
8
8
7
7
7
6
5
4
3

600
380
356
192
-91
395
90
-13
-50
32
-50
-255
-168
-277
-359
-782

396
375
390
361
363
369
369
368
365
374
372
375
365
367
351
340

13
12
11
10
9.5
9
8
8
8
7.5
6
6
6
5.5
5.5
5
5

940
774
933
337
816
373
231
71
-116
-234
-492
-551
-672
-7
-805
-362
-1221

398
381
399
380
395
357
381
354
352
338
342
357
328
377
310
350
329
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NZ Scrabble Records
Record

Tournament Level

Club Level

Highest Game Score
Highest Losing Score
Highest Drawn Game

Score
717
513
487

Score
763
521
482
347

Player (Club)
John Foster (MTA)
June Mackwell (MTA)
Margaret Warren (HAS) &
Jeff Grant (HAS)
Neil Talbot (WEL)

Ruth O’Neill (NPL)

261

John Foster (MTA)

1078

Howard Warner (CAP) &
David Lloyd (MTA)

1106

Dawn Kitzen (PHC) &
Chris Hooks (MTA)

Largest Winning Margin

493

Mike Sigley (WAN)

590

Paul Lister (CHC)

Highest Take– off
Most Bonus Words (3 Game
Session)

54

Lisa McLean (IND)

68
14

Andrew Bradley (MTA)
Jeff Grant (IND)

Highest 3– Game Aggregate

—

—

1805

Nigel Richards (CHC)

Highest Single Turn

221

Highest Single Turn Non–
bonus

135

Highest Combined Score

Player (Club)
Mike Sigley (WAN)
Jeff Grant (HAS)
Lynne Wood (WEL) &
Debbie Caldwell (NEL)
Sheryl Davidson (PAK)
Lisa McLean (IND)
Jeff Grant (IND)

Most Consecutive Bonus
Words

5

Allie Quinn (NSB)

5

John Foster (MTA)
Patrick Carter (MTA)

Most Bonus Words in Game
(1 person)

6

7

Jeff Grant (IND)

Most Bonus Words in Game
(2 people)

8

Nigel Richards (CHC)
Yvette Hewlett (IND)
Paul Lister (CHC)
Mike Sigley (WAN) &
Glenyss Buchanan (LOH)
Nigel Richards (CHC) &
John Foster (IND)

8

Dawn Kitzen (PHC) &
Chris Hooks (MTA)

Highest Average Single
Tournament (Any Grade)

584

Nigel Richards (CHC)

—

—

New Zealand Masters (23 Games)
Most Games Won

Jeff Grant (HAS) 21 (1993, 1997), Mike Sigley (WAN) 21 2002

Highest Aggregate

Nigel Richards (CHC) 11,103 (1999)

Most Bonus Words

Nigel Richards (CHC) 61 (1998)

Highest Spread

Howard Warner (MTA) +2410 (2000)
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Contact Information
Clubs
(Nth to Sth)

Contact
Person

Phone

Email

Meeting
Day/Time

Please contact the contact person to find out the meeting venue
Whangarei (WRE)
Rodney (ROD)
Hibiscus Coast (HBC)
Nth Shore Bays (NSB)
Mt Albert (MTA)

Bev Edwards
Linda Moore
Joan Pratt
Lynn Carter
Kate Wignall

09 430 2832
09 425 4959
09 426 4521
09 419 449
09 625 0147

Pakuranga/Howick (PAK)

Jeanette Owler

09 534 4453

Papatoetoe/Holy Cross (PHC)
Hamilton (HAM)
Kiwi (KIW)
Waikato Phoenix (WKP)
Mt Maunganui /Papamoa
(MMP)
Tauranga (TGA)
Rotorua
Tokoroa (TOK)
Waitara (WTA)
New Plymouth (NPL)
Pukekura (PUK)
Stratford (STR)
Hastings (HAS)
Wanganui (WAN)
Masterton (MAS)
Lower Hutt (LOH)
Kapiti (KAP)
Wellington (WEL)
Nelson (NEL)

May Meads
Jillian Greening
Elaine Moltzen
Annette Coombes

09 278 5155
07 843 7652
07 843 5108
07 855 9970

Ngaire Steel

07 542 1035

Stan Skinner
Ruth Godwin
Lesley Edgeler
Ngaire Kemp
Lynne Butler
Mary Waite
Sharon Clarke
Yvonne Wilson
Rosemary Cleary
Hilda Scott
Glenyss Buchanan
Graeme Brown
Lynn Wood
Steve Richards

07 572 0866
07 349 6954
07 886 8374
06 754 4017
06 755 2134
06 757 8654
06 765 5653
06 878 8229
06 347 1837
06 378 2663
04 569 5433
04 297 0720
04 387 2581
03 544 0475

marstan@xtra.co.nz
rgodwin#xtra.co.nz

Christchurch (CHC)

Margaret Lyall

03 332 5963

noelrealest@hotmail.com

Dunedin (DUN)

Chris Handley

03 464 0199

ruthgroffman@hotmail.com

Forwords Editor

Jennifer Smith

Layout Editor
Forwords distribution
Webmaster

Glenda Foster

95B Howell Avenue
Hamilton 3216
1 Walters Street
Lower Hutt 5011

bevhola@xtra.co.nz
colin.linda@wave.co.nz
jopra@xtra.co.nz

Thurs 1pm
Mon 1pm
Mon 12.45pm
Tues 10am
wignallc@hotmail.com
Fri 7.15pm
Tues 12.30pm
cliffordo@xtra.co.nz
Thurs 7pm
maymeads@xtra.co.nz
Mon 1pm
jillian.greening@yahoo.co.nz Tues 7pm
jillian.greening@yahoo.co.nz Thurs 7pm/1pm alt
Alt Weds 7pm
Alt Weds

scrabblyn@clear.net.nz
sharontc@xtra.co.nz
wilsonpad@paradise.net.nz
rosecleary@hotmail.com
glenyss.buchanan@xtra.co.nz
geb@xtra.co.nz
lynnwood@paradise.net.nz
steverichards@xtra.co.nz

Phone
Email
Phone
Fax
Email

www.scrabble.org.nz

Tues 9.00am

Wed 1.00pm
Saturday
Thurs 9.45am
Tues 1pm
Mon 7pm
Tues 7.30pm
Mon 7pm
Tues 7pm
Wed 7pm
Fri 6.45pm
Wed 12.45pm
Tues 7pm

07 856 5358
jennifersmith@xtra.co.nz
04 567 1590
04 567 9305 (telephone first)
fostergb@ihug.co.nz
glenda.foster@scrabble.org.nz

