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Editorial 

Puzzling – isn’t it? 

For some time now I’ve been feeling 

rather guilty that I hadn’t even tried to 

do any of the puzzles that I have put 

in the magazines that I have edited so 

far. It’s not that I don’t like puzzles – I 

love them. In fact, I get teased that the 

only reason I have a weekly 

subscription to the NZ Listener and to 

the Sunday Times is so I can do the 

puzzles. They keep me going all 

week. Paul and I always do the 

general knowledge ones together. I’m 

up to the hard sudokus, he does the 

Kakuro, we both have a go at the 

wordfinder and the code crackers.  

I’ve been surprised to discover that 

the answers to the logic puzzles come 

quite easily to me. However, I find I 

really have to be in the mood, or have 

plenty of time on my hands, to do the 

cryptics. Cryptic crosswords remind 

me of my mother and family holidays 

with my siblings. A couple of my 

siblings are right into them and we 

usually work on them together, 

brainstorming the answers. I’m fine 

with the anagram ones and the ones 

where the answer is contained in the 

clue but as for the others…  

So, having decided to decided to 

focus on puzzles in this editorial, I 

printed off the J, X and Z *Jigwords 

that Jennifer Smith had submitted. 

How hard could this be?  I have the 

five letter J, Q, X, and Z words in my 

cardbox – doesn’t mean to say I know 

them, but I would have seen them all. 

So I started with the X one. 

Two and a half hours later, and 

discovering I needed a pencil, rubber, 

scrap paper, Zyzzyva open on my 

laptop and ULU on my phone I finally 

had it done! The next day I tackled the 

Z one. Again, two and a half hours 

later and having come to an impasse 

in the top right had corner, I had to 

look at the answers. Right, it pays to 

read the clues properly. I had 

completely misinterpreted one of 

them. It took a few days after that to 

try the J one. After working on it for 

most of the morning,  it was done. 

Thank you Jennifer! It was great to be 

reminded of lots of those high letter 

five words that I’d forgotten. Now, 

finally I could get on with the mag!  

You will see, in the puzzle section of 

this mag, that Jennifer is asking for 

some help with the Q *Jigwords. 

That’s my challenge for between now 

and the next mag, and it would be 

great if some of you could also give it 

a go. 

Coincidently, Selena’s article on 

learning in this issue  is on the 

benefits of doing cryptic crosswords 

for scrabblers – very interesting. 

And I see that in the Plus section of 

the NZ Herald, Monday 30 August, 

Paul Lister was interviewed in an 

article that focuses on research from 

the University of Calgary which 

showed that Scrabble players brains 

work very differently from those that 
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Words from the President 
by Howard Warner, Scrabble Wellington 

How to get 

newbies coming 

back for more 

Recently I ran a skills 

workshop for 

‘newbies’ at Scrabble 

Wellington. What 

prompted this? Well, since Scrabble 

Wellington formed a few years ago, 

we have tried various ways to 

promote it locally, to bring new players 

into the fold. Many have come for a 

few weeks, seemed to enjoy 

themselves and had enough basic 

skill to be competitive. But then they 

have faded away, never to be seen 

again. It so dispiriting for the rest of 

us. 

Recently, we’ve had half a dozen 

newbies arrive en bloc, all roughly the 

same level and all seemingly keen. 

But I didn’t want us to risk losing them 

too. So this workshop was partly to let 

them know how much we appreciate 

their involvement. It would also bridge 

the gap in skill levels between the 

newbies and the more experienced 

club members. 

Howard Warner 

don’t play Scrabble, and goes on to 

talk about the benefits of playing 

Scrabble. Suzanne Liddall has put this 

article on our website. 

As I write this, we are into our third 

week of lockdown. It’s taken two 

weeks of procrastinating for me to get 

on to putting the mag together. One of 

the reasons is that I decided this was 

a good time to be adding new words 

to my *cardbox…. I got a bit carried 

away and the next day there were 500 

words waiting for me to do! Aargh.  

It’s come down to just over 300 

hundred now, but that can still take 

me a couple of hours to get through. 

Sometimes I wonder about the 

benefits of what is effectively just rote 

learning. I’ve been *cardboxing for 

nearly three years and its not like I’ve 

shot up the ratings. Why am I still 

doing it? I’ve decided that it’s because 

I actually like doing it! And somehow, 

even though it is rote learning, it has 

other benefits. You learn how words 

are constructed and the possible ways 

letters can go together. You learn to 

look at a rack and make a quick 

decision as to whether there are any 

bonuses there. You get to know how 

many combinations of words there in 

a group of letters. Anagrams come to 

you quickly (usually). I love it when I 

get new word under my belt and love 

it more when I get to play it. This may 

not happen often, but what a great 

feeling when it does. Its another form 

of puzzling, and I will not stop doing it 

while I still enjoy it. The fact that it 

may keep my grey cells working 

longer could be an added side benefit! 

Val Mills 
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I found a local café with cheapish 

food, friendly staff and a well-situated 

upstairs room. The workshop 

attracted five players. I took them 

through the main skills. For each skill I 

had developed ‘drills’ so they could try 

out moves for themselves. It took 

three hours, which seemed about right 

for everyone’s energy levels.  

Afterwards I sent notes to all 

participants. I also documented how I 

had designed and run the workshop, 

so other clubs could try it out. Cicely 

had already shown interest in doing 

something similar in Whangārei. 

The participants all emailed me 

afterwards to say how much they 

enjoyed it. They particularly liked that 

it was inclusive, non-patronising, well-

structured – and focussed on them 

(their level, their needs). Unfortunately 

level 4 lockdown came along soon 

after, just when our newbies would 

have been hoping to bed in their 

learning at club. But they all emailed 

me afterwards to report how they had 

whopped hubby or the computer or 

their ScrabbleGo opponents using 

their new-found skills. That’s what I 

wanted to hear! 

At NZASP executive level, we’ve been 

discussing how difficult it is to get 

people into Scrabble clubs, to seduce 

them out of their comfort zone of 

playing at home or online. It’s always 

a tough sell. But what about the ‘low-

hanging fruit’ – those people who’ve 

already been drawn into a Scrabble 

club but are not yet convinced it’s right 

for them? In marketing, they say it’s 

just as important to hold onto the 

customers you’ve got as to bring in 

new ones.  

A few ideas spring to mind. First, the 

club president or secretary should 

make sure to take contact details of 

every new arrival. If they haven’t 

attended for a few weeks, you can 

make a discreet phone call – just to 

say “we’ve been missing you”. In 

Wellington, Nick Ascroft sends out a 

chatty group email each week, 

reminding everyone that club night is 

coming up and mentioning any other 

interesting matters. Recently Sue 

McRae put on a fun quasi-tournament 

day at a pub in Featherston for the 

new Wairarapa club, and invited a few 

out-of-towners along. (The event also 

had the subtle downstream benefit of 

easing the newbies towards eventual 

tournaments). 

It might seem simplistic, but a bit of 

empathy can go a long way. Most 

newbies will feel quite intimidated by 

all the high-level skill and brain power 

on display. Remember, we all started 

at this level once. We’ve all been 

there. 

The executive is currently developing 

a guide for clubs on how to retain 

members, how to get them coming 

back for more. It’s one piece of the 

‘how to grow NZ Scrabble’ jigsaw. But 

we don’t have all the answers. So 

please, if you’ve had some success at 

your club, let us know what you did. 

Then we can pass that around so all 

clubs can benefit. 
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Word Famous in New Zealand 
By Roger and Dianne Cole-Baker, Mt. Albert 

The Cole-Bakers interview 
each other 
Lockdown in Covid seems a good 

chance to reveal our lives to the 

spotlight of a Forwords interview - with 

impartiality we can be both interviewer 

and interviewee. 

Dianne: Roger, let’s talk about your 

early life and recollections. 

Roger: As I’m nearly 82, it’s a long 
time ago. I was born in Thames, but 
we soon moved to Christchurch so 
that’s the earliest I remember, mostly 
about soldiers in uniform and my dad 
waking me up one night to see the 
snow falling outside.  I was about 8 
when we moved to  Auckland, living in 
Orakei and Mt Eden as a child, 
Kohimarama, Glendowie and Parnell 
later in life. 

I remember my first paying job as a 
young teenager was pasting up 
posters locally for the Princess movie 
theatre. It paid a higher rate than 

anything I was to earn for the next 10 
years, and had I kept some of the 
posters could have been very 
lucrative. 

Home life was greatly affected by my 
mother having multiple sclerosis. I 
remember when we lived in Reihana 
street, she stood on the front steps 
and gave me instructions on planting 
a tree near the front gate. It has 
flourished for the 75 years since and 
being a Norfolk pine now shades all 
the houses around it. Neighbours 
must curse it. 

In 1952 I started secondary school at 
Kings. My father had gone there and 
as my mother was by then in care, I 
became a boarder. Not being either 
sporty or academic I did not excel 
though I gained the scripture prize 
several years running – as a very 
young child I had a copy of The Bible 
in Pictures and something must have 
stuck.  I do come from a line of 
clergymen, the first minister of the 
Parish at Bombay was Colpoys Cole-
Baker, as the lectern and memorial in 
the grounds attests. The other side of 
the family were all blacksmiths. 

At Kings I shared a desk with Don 
Binney for three years. Again, lack of 
prescience meant I did not invest in 
any of his early works, I could never 
have afforded his later ones.  

Dianne: Moving on, what of 

university?  

Roger: Well, I left school after the 6th 
form and worked in an accountant’s 
office whilst I took the accountancy 
degree at night classes over 4 years. 
That’s what everyone did then.  I 

Roger and Dianne Cole-Baker 
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worked   for Maple Furnishing, Grace 
Bros in Sydney, and Wiseman’s 
Sports (back in Auckland.) After a 
brief spell in management consulting, 
in trepidation I started a public 
accountancy firm in 1973. Before I 
had opened the door the phone 
starting ringing and did not stop till 
around 2017. Retirement does not 
come easily to me.  

Roger: Dianne, now it is your turn to 

talk about the past. 

Dianne: I was certainly not a city girl. 
Born in Hamilton in 1940, my first 
memory is of going to Taumarunui 
around 1945. My parents’ marriage 
had not survived the separation of the 
war and from then on I was to live 
there with my sister, the grandparents 
we scarcely knew and a father 
returned from the war who we did not 
remember. After that day our mother 
came once to see us and that was all 
we saw of her until we went looking 
when we were about 18.  However, 
we eventually had a good and close 
relationship until she died at about 92. 
(4 of her siblings are still alive, all over 
95, so there is a generation above me 
still!)  

My Scottish grandmother encouraged 
us to read and usefully I gained a 
good knowledge of Scottish 
vocabulary. Taumarunui was a very 
small town, and we belonged to the 
Salvation Army – itself also a very 
small group.  

Like many of the older scrabble 
community I remember the polio 
epidemic of around 1948. All schools 
closed for three months, and we had 
lessons by correspondence.  Our 
family were greatly affected. My new 
stepmother, in the early stages of her 
first pregnancy, caught polio, and 
spent months in Hamilton Hospital in 

an Iron Lung.  Her health was never 
good and a further 4 pregnancies 
probably did not help.  My sister and I 
always had to help a lot around the 
house, and I resented it but now I see 
what a difficult life it was for her. We 
moved to Levin when I was about 13 - 
a bigger town, warmer, and better for 
my stepmother’s health. 

Roger: After secondary school? 

Dianne: Both my sister and I left 
school after the 4th form. We were a 
large family, not well off and what we 
could earn helped the family. That 
was just the way it was.  I started work 
in a clothing factory but aspired to do 
better.  I studied for School Certificate 
at night and also studied book-
keeping. This led me to getting a job 
in an accountants’ office. I was happy 
with that. By 1960 I was working for 
the Wellington Hospital Board, and 
two years later I was married to a 
young Scottish immigrant – at 22 the 
oldest of my friends to get married. 
How things have changed. 

We moved to Hamilton at that time; 
we felt we could get ahead more 
easily there and with hard work we 
established an engineering business 
together, with me running the office.  

In the early 1980s we sold the 
business to an overseas company 
and went our separate ways. Quite a 
hard time, but it saw me enrolling in 
some papers at Waikato University 
and working for a sharebrokers in 
Hamilton, eventually passing the 
exams to be a licensed broker. Very 
heady years but fascinating. 
Somehow, I became the office 
specialist in Australian shares, 
reading the financial papers but 
mostly dependent on what came over 
the tape machine each day from the 
Sydney office. And then came the 
crash of 1987. What a reality check. 



Page 8 
 

Forwords Spring 2021 

Around this time, I thought about 
playing Scrabble as I did enjoy the 
game and went along to the Hamilton 
Scrabble Club one evening. I was not 
at all sure this was for me, and no one 
followed up on my visit, so I never 
went back. It was another 15 years 
before I gave Scrabble a second 
chance.  

I decided to do some travel as my 
children were all now at university and 
I had three months in Europe in 1988.  
I had never had the chance to travel 
and this was a great eye-opener, and 
was followed by more travel over the 
next 30 years.  Not so much these 
days, sadly.  

Roger: We must be getting close to 

the time that we met? 

Dianne: Yes. I moved to Auckland 
around the end of 1988 and as we 
had some mutual friends we met up 
and the rest as they say is history.  

I think perhaps Roger liked my dog 
first. Certainly, dogs have been very 
important in our lives and Buddy is our 
third - over 30 years of dog sharing 
and togetherness.  Happily, Buddy 
has settled well into the retirement 
village where we now live and will 
probably be the last dog we can have. 

 

Roger: A brief word about our 
blended family. We have six children 
between us. 

Dianne: Four live in Auckland, one in 
Wellington and one in Tarris, near 
Cromwell. Alex was the producer of 
the film “Poppy” shown in cinemas 
recently. We hope many of you saw 
this movie. Giselle did a law degree 
and now does mainly consulting on 
compliance issues and is a Fellow of 
the Institute of Directors. Sheena did a 
degree in anthropology and went on 
to work for Kiwifruit Marketing Board 
but has spent much of her life 
breeding and training dressage 
horses from a property in Clevedon. 
Neil and David have both worked in IT 
and Suzie trained as teacher but only 
works in a volunteer capacity now.  
Neil lives with his sister on the 
Clevedon property and after mental 
health issues over many years is 
settled and happy now.  Of the three 
grandchildren, Andrew lives in Sydney 
but managed a trip home in June, and 
George and Emily attend Auckland 
schools. 

Dianne: Let’s talk about our lives 
together. 

Roger: When Dianne and I got 
together we travelled overseas and 
used Scrabble to kill time on long 
flights and waiting for planes at 
airports. As with all of us it became 
addictive and when we saw an article 
about the Mt. Albert Club around 
2000, we contacted Marianne 
Patchett who got us to come to the 
Mt. Albert Club where we were 
welcomed, and it quickly became an 
important part of our lives.  

As an accountant I have been roped 
into helping prepare and/or review the 
Club’s annual accounts as well as the 
National accounts when Dianne was 
NZASP’s treasurer. 

Roger and Dianne’s wedding 
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Pakuranga was our first tournament 
and to my surprise I won the bottom 
grade. Since then, my tournament 
career has been spent careering up 
and down the grades - even 
squeaking into A grade once (alas-
immediately ejected). Inspired by the 
Ozzy contribution to Scrabble’s very 
limited technical jargon of DINGO (a 
bingo with no place to go on the 
board) I have made up two words 
which I trust players will find useful. 

*SWALKER: to describe when a 
player comes from well behind and 
goes out with a winning bingo. (She’s 
still doing it!!) 

*BLANKOUT: to describe my inability 
to see words when I have blanks on 
my rack. This word came to me when 
Patrick Carter was giving some 
coaching at the club. His comment 
that “with blanks it was often hard to 
see anything” reminded me of 
experiencing WHITEOUTS when 
skiing. 

Roger and Dianne: OTHER BITS of 

our lives: 

Another important part of our lives has 
been Roger’s 43 years in Rotary and 
Dianne’s 30 years in Inner Wheel (a 
Rotary offshoot for women, now open 
to all women interested in friendship 
and service). 

We also took up 
tramping in our late 
50s with friends 
who encouraged 
us to walk the 
Milford track. We 
then decided to 
continue and 
tramped together 
completing the 
Greenstone, the 
Routeburn, Abel 
Tasman, Queen 

Charlotte, Waikaremoana, the 
Tongariro crossing, all of which we 
enjoyed although usually finishing last 
in the group. We also went further 
afield to Tasmania and on a 
memorable trip, 22 of us walked 
together for three weeks in 
Switzerland and Italy with our own bus 
and guide. This group is called All the 
Gears and No Ideas, and we continue 
to meet once a month for a walk. An 
Inner Wheel conference in Turkey 
was followed by another bus tour. 
Highlights were sleeping on the beach 
before the Anzac Day services, and 
hot air ballooning in Cappadocia.  

With our recent shift to our new home 
in the Ellerslie retirement village 
(Summerset) Roger has given up his 
31-year involvement with Parnell 
Community Committee. However, 
he’s playing bowls and Bridge here 
(when not locked down of course) and 
enjoys the men’s “cuppa tea” 
sessions.  

That’s all from us, except to say that 

Scrabble is more than just a game. It 

can be an obsession but more 

importantly it gives you great 

friendships and enables you to meet 

people from all over the country – 

these contacts are important. Your 

paths cross with people who you 

would 

probably never 

have met 

otherwise. Our 

lives are richer 

for having 

Scrabble 

friends. 

Tramping with friends 
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What I’m Reading 

PEERIE An old Scottish word meaning small 

….and it was at that moment, when he was standing there, like a peerie boy …. 

VOE  A small bay or creek in Orkney or Shetland 

She stopped just below his house and looked back across 
the voe. 

PELAGIC  Relating to the open sea 

Robert had a pelagic fishing boat 

FAE Preposition: from 

“Whar’s du fae” he demanded 

GUIZER JARL The Guizer Jarl is the person who heads the procession at the 
festival called Up Helly Aa, celebrating Shetland’s history, including its Viking 
history, and held each year at Lerwick. 

Guizer means a person in disguise and a jarl is a Scandinavian nobleman.  

This year he’d been awarded the honour of being made Guizer Jarl. 

CRU - 

Magnus had helped count the hill sheep, collecting them into the cru for 
clipping… 

Not sure what cru means in this setting – any clues from anyone? It must mean 
some sort of yard. 

BROCH A broch is a circular tower 

…..surrounded by exhibits, models of brochs and Viking boats 

NEEP  Scottish for turnip 

I only keep up with a few tatties and neeps. 
NEEPS 

GUIZER JARL 

Raven Black by Anne Cleeves 

This book was lent to me by Shirley, an octogenarian 

friend who I learn French with. It’s set in the Shetland 

Islands, and duh (!), it took me till I’d finished the book to 

realise that it’s the book that the TV series Shetland is 

based on – even though it says “Now a Major BBC Drama” 

on the cover! It’s a great mystery and the scenery and 

feeling of the Shetlands is almost another character. It 

wasn’t long before I started encountering words I didn’t 

know the meaning of, some were Scottish and Shetlander 

words, used often by Scrabblers. Here are some of them: 
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101 Two-Letter Words, by Steve Merrit, illustrated by Roz Chast 

This book is Mike Currie’s, who kindly lent it to me. 

Steve Merrit is a songwriter and singer in the band 

Magnetic Fields. He obviously likes playing Scrabble 

as well and after realising he was having trouble 

remembering the two letter words, he decided to write 

a poem about each one, to help him remember. This 

is the book of his poems. Each one is gorgeously 

illustrated by Roz Chast – cartoonist for the New 

Yorker. Due to copyright issues we can’t print any of 

the poems but to give you an idea, when Steven 

Fatsis (of Word Freak fame) reviewed the book, he 

wrote: 

“I love this book of Scrabble twos 

With art and wit for mi and ye 

So now please do the thousand threes 

From AAH to ZZZ.” 

So how come we have 127 two letter words and this book only has 101? Well, 

that’s because it has been written by a North American, using the North 

American word list. The two letter words that we use, that are not in this book 

are: 

CH, DA, DI, EA, EE, EW, FY, GI, GU, IO, JA, KO, KY, NY, OB, OK, OO, OU, 

PO, ST, TE, UG, UR, YU, ZE, ZO. 

So, my challenge is for you to write a four-line poem about any or all of these 

words for printing in the next magazine. 

To start you off, here is my 

contribution: 

CH 

Of CH there has been controversy 

Should it be in or out? 

It can mean “I” the same as CHE 

But whatever… I’m in doubt. 
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Now that international tournaments 

are starting to happen again (or were, 

before COVID reared its head once 

more), it’s worth considering ratings 

movements. Note, most of the 

WESPA-rated tournaments over the 

past year were held in previously 

COVID-free Australia and New 

Zealand, so I’ll focus on these two 

Trans-Tasman rivals. 

Still at the top, after many years, is 

our Nigel (2156). But Canadian Adam 

Logan (2141) and Aussie David Eldar 

(2139) are breathing down his neck.  

The next New Zealander is Alastair 

Richards at 13th (2033), down from his 

best of 6th not so long ago. I had a big 

surge up after my Nationals win. I’m 

now in 31st (1962), my highest spot for 

several years. 

Our next highest – and this might 

surprise you – is Gil Quiballo. He 

comes back into the international 

rankings at 48th (1924), after finishing 

strongly in the B grade in our recent 

Nationals.  

Rounding out the top 10 Kiwis on the 

international ratings are Dylan, Blue, 

Jeff, Joanne, Lyres and Peter.  

The full list is: 

 1   Nigel Richards   2156 

 13  Alastair Richards  2033 

 31  Howard Warner  1962 

 48  Virgilio Quiballo  1924  

 85   Dylan Early    1834 

 86   Blue Thorogood  1831 

 142  Jeff Grant     1742 

 159  Joanne Craig    1719 

 194  Lyres Freeth    1655 

 215  Peter Sinton    1634 

Compare this with the Aussies. They 

have two players in the top 10:  

David Eldar 3rd (2139) and Chris May 

8th (2064). They have another in the 

top 20: Andrew Fisher 15th (2021). 

And the rest of their top 10 WESPA-

ranked players go down to 61st.  

 

So, had the Trans-Tasman Challenge 

gone ahead in November (before 

Delta made its stamp on both 

countries), we’d have had our work 

cut out for us. 

International ratings update 
by Howard Warner, Scrabble Wellington 

Tournament Calendar 2021 

Tournament Location Dates 

Mt. Albert Auckland Cancelled 

Dunedin Dunedin 
13-14 

November 

Auckland 

Optimist 
Auckland 29-30 January 

Note: Some tournaments may be put on hold 
due to lockdown restrictions. Please check with 
tournament directors regarding any updates or 
change of plans. 
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Only on a Scrabble board 

 A draw 

Lyres Freeth writes about a draw with 

Alastair Richards at the recent Kiwi 

tournament: 

This was a strange game in which I 

struggled with vowels and low scoring tiles 

between bonuses (TRIDENT, OUTRANCE 

and SHOUTIER), whereas Alastair had 

awkward heavy tiles and no bonus words, 

but scored well with all his moves.   

After my last bonus put me 35 points 

ahead, emptying the last five letters out of 

the bag (ABBNY), I thought I had a good 

chance of winning.  

Alastair had a lovely last rack of EDINORS, which makes six anagrams and 

plenty of eight letter words, but nowhere to bonus as I had just used the only 

spot available. However, he found a way to not only go out in two moves, but 

also stop me from getting the highest possible score from my rack. He played 

ROED (32) and I replied with ABY (26). I’m really glad I didn’t try *ABBY as I 

had considered whether this was a word, but didn’t see where it would fit!  

Alastair then went out with NIS for 21 points, with less than a minute left on the 

clock. Getting an extra eight points from my rack made the final scores  

393-393.  

[Sadly, when reviewing the board later, I realised the word I should have played 

was YABBA onto the A of OUTRANCE for the win]. 

Seeing double 
Howard Warner writes about a 
recent Scrabble club game: 

Against Frank I played RELATES, 
then picked up the same letters 
and played RELATES again next 
turn. What are the odds! 
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In the day after Level 4 lockdown was 

announced, supermarkets were 

swamped with shoppers, all buying 

alcohol and toilet paper again. Google 

registered an increase in the number 

of searches coming from the New 

Zealand population. Among them, 

searches for “are liquor stores open 

during level 4?” jumped over 2,900 

per cent! And supermarkets 

reported a 473% increase in 

alcohol sales that day! 

On the same day, I came 

across the word WARANGI, 

an alcoholic drink of Uganda, 

made from bananas. They 

also use millet to make a 

brew called BUSERA in 

Uganda.  

That got me wondering what alcoholic 

drinks the population of other Covid-

hit countries were drinking during 

lockdown. Here’s a small selection of 

the more unusual ones: 

Fijians, I suppose, are drinking KAVA 

or YAQONA, made from the 

powdered kava root; and people in 

many Arabic countries 

would be having ARAK/

ARRACK, made from the 

fermented juice of the 

coco and other palms. 

Hindus also enjoy a drink 

made from coconuts 

called FENI/FENNY.  

The Chinese like 

KAOLIANG, made from 

sorghum grain. 

Russians, of course, all 

love VODKA (slang, VODDY) made 

from grain and potatoes, but they also 

like KVAS/KVASS made from cereals 

and stale bread.  

In parts of Africa, they make POMBE 

or MALWA (commonly called Bantu 

beer) brewed from millet, or 

SKOKIAAN from fermented yeast. 

But their favoured home brew is 

appropriately named WITBLITS. 

(Don’t you love the name?!) 

Mexicans use the agave plant to 

make TEQUILA/TEQUILLA, 

Japanese use fermented rice to make 

SAKE, and Koreans use rice or sweet 

potato to make a vodka called SOJU. 

The Scots call any drink a SWALLY, 

regardless of what it’s made of! The 

word comes from the word swallow.  

And in prison, they use anything they 

can get hold of – fruit, fruit juices, 

sugars, hard candy and 

possibly other ingredients 

including crumbled bread 

–   to make the notorious 

prison HOOCH/HOOTCH.  

WARANGI 

BUSERA 

KAVA/ YAQONA 

What’s your tipple during 
lockdown? 

by Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers 
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I hope you’ve all had a chance to 

browse through the new ‘Media 

coverage’ page in the website. It has 

been a huge job collating this but a 

very important one – for attracting 

future sponsors, partners and 

especially new members. What it 

shows is that Scrabble is hugely 

popular in New Zealand and well-

regarded by the media. Thanks to all 

who helped get this off page off the 

ground. And please, whenever you 

know of an article or interview or chat 

coming up in any media (print, online, 

radio, TV), let Suzanne know so she 

can add it to the page. 

On a related issue, I’m very pleased 

to announce that we have just 

engaged two volunteers, to help us 

with developing our social media 

profile and generating news coverage. 

They are Andrea Pineros (Auckland) 

and Kaeyla Malloy (Wellington). 

Andrea was a radio reporter/producer 

in Colombia. She has just finished 

studying journalism in NZ and is now 

looking for a job here. Kaeyla is a third

-year marketing, social media and film 

student at Victoria University. She 

also happens to be mad keen on 

board games, including Scrabble – 

which is a plus. Both are young 

(especially by Scrabble standards!), 

and so should be invaluable in helping 

us to reach a younger demographic. 

 

Andrea and Kaeyla may drop into our 

clubs and tournaments – once we’re 

up and running again. So please 

make them feel welcome. And do give 

them any information they need so 

they can promote us to the wider 

world. 

Andrea Pineros 

Moving ahead in Media Matters 
by Howard Warner, Scrabble Wellington 

Kaeyla Malloy 



Page 16 
 

Forwords Spring 2021 

In the News 

Here are some Scrabble related headlines that have been in the news over the 

past few months since the last edition of Forwords was published. 

Tony Charlton got into bed and turned on his electric blanket. Then, the 

cops came knocking. 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/125416714/police-escort-77yearold-scrabble-
player-from-airbnb-after-booking-mix-up 

Alex Casey spends a long weekend with the most passionate Scrabble 

players in the country, and learns more new words than you can shake a 

tile bag at.   

https://thespinoff.co.nz/society/04-07-2021/a-weekend-with-the-super-

brains-of-competitive-scrabble/ 

Nick Ascroft launches 

the first of his two-part 

report on the woke 

revolution at Scrabble. 

 

https://www.newsroom.co.nz/scrabble-scandal-part-1-of-a-special-investigation 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/125416714/police-escort-77yearold-scrabble-player-from-airbnb-after-booking-mix-up
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/125416714/police-escort-77yearold-scrabble-player-from-airbnb-after-booking-mix-up
https://thespinoff.co.nz/society/04-07-2021/a-weekend-with-the-super-brains-of-competitive-scrabble/
https://thespinoff.co.nz/society/04-07-2021/a-weekend-with-the-super-brains-of-competitive-scrabble/
https://www.newsroom.co.nz/scrabble-scandal-part-1-of-a-special-investigation
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Nick Ascroft 
concludes his two-
part report on the 
woke revolution at 
Scrabble. 

 

https://www.newsroom.co.nz/cancel-culture-hits-scrabble-part-2?
fbclid=IwAR1jGrusLWnWZfvN1fD-
eHaQj9QGCLPsFLr81cVzX_aOB7dP1p_6E8D-Jfg 

Featured in a recent Stuff quiz: 

https://www.newsroom.co.nz/cancel-culture-hits-scrabble-part-2?fbclid=IwAR1jGrusLWnWZfvN1fD-eHaQj9QGCLPsFLr81cVzX_aOB7dP1p_6E8D-Jfg
https://www.newsroom.co.nz/cancel-culture-hits-scrabble-part-2?fbclid=IwAR1jGrusLWnWZfvN1fD-eHaQj9QGCLPsFLr81cVzX_aOB7dP1p_6E8D-Jfg
https://www.newsroom.co.nz/cancel-culture-hits-scrabble-part-2?fbclid=IwAR1jGrusLWnWZfvN1fD-eHaQj9QGCLPsFLr81cVzX_aOB7dP1p_6E8D-Jfg
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Ask Liz 
by Liz Fagerlund, Mt. Albert 

Blocked board on page 34 of the 

Winter edition of Forwords (No. 

142) 

As Alastair Richards says, I was 

called over and asked what they 

should do next, with no available 

plays by either player. 

This is what our rules say -  

8.1. Play continues in turn until:  

8.1.1. Either one player plays the 

remaining tiles on his/her rack and 

there are no tiles in the bag,  

8.1.2. Or neither player can make a 

valid play.  

8.1.3. Six consecutive zero scores 

end the game. Once there are fewer 

than 7 tiles in the bag, the game 

ends after the six consecutive 

turns scoring zero. (Amended 

Management Meeting 3/6/2017).  

It felt a little confusing to start with, 

when you look at rule 8.1.3, the 

situation wasn’t covered by this rule 

as there were eight tiles in the bag 

(the reason our rules say fewer than 

seven tiles, is because this no longer 

makes an exchange possible). 

However there is no point in both 

players continually passing and 

starting their opponent’s clock when 

neither of them can find anywhere to 

play, so rule 8.1.2 really had to be 

applied – neither player can make a 

valid play. 

Of course, the person 

in the lead may well 

have a move that 

they do not want to 

play in order to stay 

in the lead and keep 

the board shut down - however, in this 

case with eight tiles in the bag, for 

each player there were 15 unseen 

tiles (the eight in the bag and the 

seven on the opponent’s rack), so 

being able to work out potential future 

moves and therefore refrain from 

playing and making an opening in 

order to stay in the lead would be 

pretty difficult (even for our number 

one player Alastair, who was one of 

the players in this game.  

The WESPA rule in the same 

situation says: 

5.2 Six consecutive zero scores end 

the game. The game ends after six 

consecutive turns scoring zero, 

resulting from any combination of 

passes, exchanges and successful 

challenges. If this occurs, each 

player's final score is reduced by the 

total value of the tiles on his or her 

rack.  

We considered making our rule the 

same when we brought in our rule in 

2017, but there certainly have been 

some games overseas following these 

rules where both players have ended 

with a negative score – with six non-

Liz Fagerlund 
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scoring turns that could be made up of 

passes, exchanges and successful 

challenges. (Granted, not many). We 

thought that seemed to give potential 

to what seems like a bit of a non 

game, and hardly in the spirit of 

playing a game of Scrabble.  

It’s an interesting case though – and 

maybe you think our rule should be 

differently worded? 

On that note, if you think any of our 

rules are not as good as they could 

be, or if you think a rule needs  to be 

added, let the rules committee know 

so that we can discuss it and present 

any potential changes to a 

management meeting where rules of 

play can be changed or updated. The 

rules committee presently is Jennifer 

Smith, John Foster and Liz Fagerlund. 

Hello. My name is László 

(sometimes written Ladislao) 

József Schweiger, and I 

was born in Budapest in 

1899.  

I came home to Budapest 

from World War I, only 18 

years old, a tired, 

impoverished veteran of a 

defeated army. But I was a 

versatile young man. I studied 

medicine, became a hypnotist, a 

sculptor and a painter, also a political 

commentator, and a proof-reader for a 

magazine. That led me to become an 

inventor.  

As a newspaper editor in Budapest in 

the 1930s, I was fed up with trying to 

use fountain pens in my work. 

Fountain pen ink took too long to dry 

and was easily smeared when taking 

notes at the fast pace of a journalist. 

But I noticed that the ink that was 

used to print the newspaper dried very 

quickly, and that got me 

thinking how this process 

could be simplified right 

down to the level of an 

ordinary pen. I tried the ink 

in a fountain pen, but it was 

too thick to flow properly, 

so I began experimenting 

with other delivery 

methods, together with my 

brother Georg, a chemist. We 

eventually settled on the ball bearing 

system. 

We first presented the ballpoint pen at 

the Budapest International Fair in 

1931. It had a new tip consisting of a 

ball that was free to turn in a socket, 

and as it turned it would pick up ink 

from a cartridge and then roll to 

deposit it on the paper. I patented the 

invention in Paris in 1938. 

Legend says this idea came to me 

when I was sitting in a Budapest café 

watching a group of children playing 

Hall of fame 
by Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers 

László József Schweiger 
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marbles. One 

rolled a marble 

through a puddle 

and, as it 

continued on 

along the 

footpath, I stared 

at the line of water 

left in its wake. That is supposed to 

have been my “light-bulb” moment. It’s 

certainly an apt parable. However, the 

first ballpoint pen, utilizing a steel ball 

bearing held in place by a socket, had 

been developed in the late 19th 

century by a man named John Loud. 

Unfortunately, his invention didn't 

work too well on paper and was used 

mainly for marking leather. A few 

others had tried without much success 

over the next several years to make 

similar pens. I was determined to 

develop something better. 

The Nazi occupation of Hungary 

forced Georg and me to flee to 

France, and from there to Argentina. 

[My pen had made this move 

possible. A couple of years earlier, I 

had met ex Argentine President 

Agustin Justo in a hotel, and on 

hearing about our pen, he had given 

me his card and told me to come to 

Argentina. That card helped my family 

to obtain Argentina visas.] I landed in 

Buenos Aires with less than $10 in my 

pocket, but I managed to find financial 

backers and we were able to continue 

tinkering with the pen until we had a 

workable model. I formed a company 

called Eterpen and went into 

production in the early 1940s. 

One of the first large orders came 

from the Royal Air Force, which 

needed ink pens for navigators that 

wouldn't leak at high altitudes, as 

fountain pens were prone to doing. 

The RAF ordered 30,000 of our new 

ballpoint pens. Those first pens were 

expensive, selling for the equivalent of 

about £27 at today's rates.  

Unfortunately, our pen began to 

attract the attention of competitors. I’d 

sold the rights to make and sell the 

pen in North America to the Eversharp 

company for US$500,000, but they 

were beaten to the market by an 

American businessman who 

discovered that we did not have a US 

patent. 

That man, Milton Reynold’s had been 

travelling in Argentina and came 

across one of our pens. Since there 

was no patent preventing him from 

copying it, he immediately began 

manufacturing his own version of the 

ballpoint pen for sale in the States. He 

reckoned his pen could write for two 

years without having to be refilled. 

They were junk, though. 

Our patent was based on capillary 

action, which caused ink to be drawn 

out of the pen as it was deposited on 

the paper. Because the Reynolds 

‘workaround’ depended on gravity, it 

did not infringe the patent but required 

thinner ink and a larger barrel. 

What made it craziest was the fact 

that nothing could stop people from 

buying ball-points by the thousands, 

despite the fact that they often failed 

BIRO 
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to work (Reynolds alone got back 

104,643 defective pens in his first 

eight months!) or oozed ink all over 

hands and paper. The ink in some 

pens even fermented, and blew the 

balls right out of the pens!  

Meanwhile, I sold our French patent 

for US$2 million to a man called 

Marcel Bich, who opened a factory in 

1950 to begin production of an 

improved version of our design. Bich 

called his company Bic and his pen 

the Bic Cristal. And just like that, our 

pen, which we called the BIRO 

became synonymous with *Bic pens.  

Oh, I forgot to tell you: I’m known as 

Ladislao Jose Biro in Argentina. 

More than 200 million of those pens 

are sold each year in Britain, and their 

users still call them a BIRO. A 

ballpoint pen is widely referred to as a 

"biro" in many countries, including the 

UK, Ireland, Australia and Italy, as 

well as NZ. (Americans call them a 

“pen”.) Although the word is a 

registered trademark, in some 

countries it has become genericised. 

I died in Buenos Aires in 1985. I'm so 

proud that our BIRO name lives on. I 

used to hear people say the ballpoint 

was ruining writing skills. I would smile 

and say, “Well, writing comes from the 

heart. If we can help the hand to 

perform the task, what is so wrong 

with that?” 

Argentina has paid me the very great 

honour of celebrating Inventors’ Day 

on my birthday, 29 September. (You 

may even be reading this on 29 

September.) 

Remember me, the inventor who 

patented the first commercially 

successful modern ballpoint pen, 

when you play the useful little BIRO/S, 

and pick up your biro to record your 

score. It won’t ever give you a great 

score, but it might be a good tactical 

play. 

Submitted by Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers 

Once Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar, Bengali poet and scholar, 

jokingly asked Michael Madhusudhan Dutt, an Anglophile 

poet of great repute; “As you are a Master in English, can you 

make a sentence without using a single 'E'?" 

Dutt, the genius, wrote this: 

"I doubt I can. It’s a major part of many many words. Omitting it is as hard as 

making muffins without flour. It’s as hard as spitting without saliva, napping 

without a pillow, driving a train without tracks, sailing to Russia without a boat, 

washing your hands without soap. And, anyway, what would I gain? An award? 

A cash bonus? Bragging rights? Why should I strain my brain? It’s not worth it." 
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Club News 

Kiwi Scrabblers Tournament  

7-8 August 2021 

By Jacqueline Coldham-Fussell,  

Kiwi Scrabblers 

Well we did it again. We avoided the 

Covid lockdown. Our venue was the 

same as last year; Claudelands 

Bowling Club.  We were sponsored 

again by Hilda Ross Ryman 

Healthcare Village.  

Thanks to: 

• Ryman Healthcare for the lovely 
lunches provided.  

• Liz Fagerlund for keeping us on 
our toes with the Scrabble rules. 

• Ruth Groffman for travelling from 
Dunedin. 

• All those players who bought raffle 
tickets. Lawson Sue won the 
pendulum Clock and Karen 
Stewart won the Ryman 
Healthcare spot Prize. 

• Those people who helped make 
the tournament run smoothly, 
especially Roger Coates for 
sorting out the computer problems. 

There’s a few people I’d like to 
mention: 

• Jane Walton, who has just joined 
our club after being absent from 
club play for quite a few years.  
She has not lost her form, with a 
high game score of 608 points in 
the tournament. 

• Junior Gesmundo. When I was 
having my afternoon tea on 
Sunday I heard someone singing. 
It was Junior, and he said he sings 
karaoke. It is good to get to know 
our fellow scrabblers. Often we 

don't know much about other 
players outside of Scrabble. 

• Pam Barlow. You must be 
disappointed that you had to pull 
out of our tournament. But you 
helped bring our numbers down to 
50 players. 

• Ruth Godwin just managed to 
make it after visiting her Son in 
Australia. It was good to see you 
Ruth. 

• Barney Bonthron celebrated his 
birthday on the Saturday. 

• Graeme Quinn from Whangarei 
was one of our first time players. 

• Tim and Janny Henneveld. We 
missed you, and all you other 
people who could not come for 
various reasons. 

Many of you will have heard of the 

death of Pam Robson. Pam passed 

away on the 21st of August at Hospice 

Waikato. She was a keen scrabbler 

and tournament player over a long 

period of time. We give our 

condolences to Leanne and the rest 

of her family. 

We are sorry that the Tauranga 

tournament had to be cancelled due 

to the Covid-19 outbreak in Auckland. 

We just pray that the outbreak will be 

bought under control.   

I think we all enjoyed the weekend of 

Scrabble. I did not attend the 

Saturday night dinner or Quiz. 

(Ed: I attended and thoroughly 

enjoyed both! Thanks Jennifer for 

another fabulous quiz). 
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Tauranga Club 

Ed: Not exactly a report but Heather Landon Posted this Poem on Slack. I had 

to look up the word PANTOUM and discovered it is a type of Malaysian verse! 

Covid Pantoum 

By Heather Landon, Tauranga 

Tauranga tourney’s been cancelled again 

Last year the same thing happened too 

After all the build-up it’s such a pain 

We’d got everything ready for you 

Last year the same thing happened too 

In the first year that Covid struck 

We’d got everything ready for you 

Then had to declare ‘You’re all out of luck’ 

In the first year that Covid struck 

We were excited and ready for you to show 

Then had to declare ‘You’re all out of luck’ 

There’ll be no boards, no clocks, not a single bingo 

We were excited and ready for you to show 

After all the build-up it’s such a pain 

There’ll be no boards, no clocks, not a single bingo 

Tauranga tourney’s been cancelled again 

Steven Brown came back with this response 

Covid Limerick 

By Steven Brown 

Twice now the Tauranga calm 

Has been ruffled by Covid alarm - 

Which demanded the canning 

Of tournament planning - 

Let's hope that the third time's a charm. 

 

Ed: Heather says that of the last four 

tournaments Tauranga has tried to run, three  have been cancelled. The only 

one to go ahead was the Masters this year. 

Above: Trish de Jong, Ryman representative with Jennifer Smith, Betty Erikson,  

Bernie Jardine & Margie Hurly at the Kiwi Tournament 
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Taking the Plunge  
– Into the Scrabble Bag of Tournament Play 

by Chitra Kartick, Mt. Albert  

My first NZ Scrabble 

tournament 

 

One dark, cold and rainy 

morning, I was at work 

staring at my laptop and 

wishing I was anywhere 

else, but at work. I 

suddenly thought that it 

had been ages since I last 

played Scrabble and 

decided that I should find out whether 

there were any Scrabble clubs in 

Auckland. 

To my utter surprise, Mr Google 

advised that there would be a 

Scrabble tournament to be held in 

Whangarei in around three weeks’ 

time. I immediately emailed the 

organisers to ask whether I could play 

in the tournament. Cicely Bruce got in 

touch with me saying that I was most 

welcome to participate. 

She asked whether I had a NZ rating. 

I remember thinking: “Oh my God, 

they have ratings!” I had felt worried 

that I would be walking straight into a 

tournament, with no rating. Where I 

come from (Mauritius – where the 

Dodos lived), no-one has a rating and 

I remember playing against a few 

people only at the University of 

Mauritius. 

 

Cicely kindly took time out 

to explain all the rules to 

me, advising that each 

player would have 25 

minutes per game and 

how they use chess-style 

clocks. I started having 

second thoughts: maybe I 

should have played for at 

least a month or two and 

then participate in a 

tournament. Cicely had also advised 

that I should go to Mt. Albert Bridge 

Club where scrabblers meet up and 

play every Monday night. I did so. 

Everyone was so warm and 

welcoming and did not hesitate to 

teach me a few tips and tricks. I 

thoroughly enjoyed playing Scrabble 

with them and found out that it was 

quite easy to use the chess-style 

clocks. 

I went to Whitcoulls the following 

Saturday to buy the Collins Official 

Scrabble Words dictionary because I 

had realised that words such as ZE, 

EW, HM, HMM, MM, XED are now 

valid Scrabble words. I wanted to 

make sure that I at least knew all the 

valid two-letter words. 

I also compiled a list of vowel-heavy 

words because, knowing my luck, I 

was expecting to have only vowels on 

my rack most of the time. Words like 

Chitra Kartick 
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OEUVRES, COUTEAU, BERCEAU, 

CORBEAU, GATEAUX, ENNUIS 

were easy for me to remember as I 

am fluent in French. Words such as 

BHAVANS, MASJIDS, MUSJIDS, 

HIJABIS, NIQAABS, HIJRAHS, 

DHYANAS were also easy for me to 

remember because I studied Hindi in 

primary and secondary school, and I 

would often encounter these words 

when watching Bollywood movies. 

On the other hand, I found it harder to 

remember words such as EUOUAES, 

ETAERIO, AERUGO. I am listing only 

three because I cannot remember 

other similar words (although I did 

spend quite some time trying to 

memorise them all). 

The big day finally came and around 

50 people participated in the 

Whangarei tournament. Everyone was 

very nice and friendly. I was in grade 

F (the beginner's grade). I was eager 

to use the few fancy and weird words 

that I had crammed. However, during 

the games, let alone recalling how to 

spell those unusual words, I was 

having difficulty spelling common 

words. I was stressed out and my 

fingers were trembling. I played 

“*SCIENSE” in one game, only 

realising my mistake after I had all my 

tiles on the board. Luckily, my 

opponent did not challenge the word 

(I’m not proud), but I still lost that 

game (karma). 

At the end of the tournament, I had a 

terrible headache, but was thrilled that 

I had won eleven games and came in 

first in grade F (Yay!). I do not regret 

at all my rash decision to participate in 

the tournament, and I am so, so 

happy to be part of the NZ Scrabble 

family! 

Ed: Chitra says: 

I was born and bred in Mauritius and I 

came to New Zealand in 2014 to 

complete my law studies.  

 

I first started playing Scrabble in my 

early teens, but was not really into the 

game then. I resumed playing it during 

my time at the University of Mauritius 

when I participated in Scrabble 

tournaments.  

 

Currently, my favourite games include 

Scrabble, Catan and Exploding 

Kittens.  

 

I'm forced to behave in a professional 

manner at work, whilst outside of 

work, I have the energy of a happy 

child wanting to socialise and make 

friends and play games!   

Chitra at Mt. Albert club night 



Page 26 
 

Forwords Spring 2021 

Puzzle Pozzy 
What did Patrick miss? 
(from Patrick Carter’s blog 
on the Scrabblenuts website)  

I know some unusual words 
that I have swotted, but 
sometimes I miss completely 
normal words. Other players 
don't study as much as me, 
but they are natural word 
finders. 

In this game I missed an 
ordinary word that would 
have been a great play.  

Answer on page 39. 

Jig-Words 
Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers 

At the start of lockdown in 2020, I decided I needed a project – something that 
would keep me happy and engrossed during long winter afternoons huddled 
over the heater. Withing three weeks, I had perfected the J, Z and X jig-words 
puzzles that you’ve seen in the last three issues of Forwords. 

Only the Q version to go! 

But it’s now August 2021, and I still haven’t achieved it. Every now and then I 
have another go, but the best I’ve achieved so far is a grid with four non-Q 
words in it. But that’s breaking my self-imposed rules, which are: must use the 
grid as already established, all 32 words must contain Q, and no word can be 
used more than once.  

See if you can race me to achieve it! 

Brain-Teaser 
from Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers 

What do ALMOST, CHIMPS, CHINTZ and ACCENT have in 
common? 

Answer on page 39. 
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Once upon a time there was a 

HARMONIC OMNIARCH 

[+CHOIRMAN], a man of a 

THOUSAND HANDOUTS who 

MONISHED HEDONISM and used his 

CHARISMA to reform ARCHAISM 

[+MACHAIRS]. FAMELESS in a 

SELFSAME manner, the memory of 

his COOLNESS still CONSOLES all 

those ENAMORED of the 

DEMEANOR of this CITEABLE 

CELIBATE – he could share 

INTIMACY without MINACITY 

[+IMITANCY]. Why, even as a 

TEENAGER he could GENERATE 

[+RENEGATE] REVOLUTE 

TRUELOVE of IDEALISM with 

MILADIES.  

While he never CANVASED 

ADVANCES towards his PRINCESS 

(who CRISPENS our lives to this day 

and still SAUNTERS in a state of 

ANESTRUS), he was UNSEEING of 

INGENUES and never touched a 

BORDELLO DOORBELL nor even 

stroked a SOUTACHE in a 

CATHOUSE. He 

supported a 

PHASEOUT of every TAPHOUSE, 

while he LESSENED NEEDLESS 

[+SELDSEEN] taxes (which he could 

MONETIZE in any ZONETIME) and 

REFUNDED them to the UNDERFED 

(for whom he often served 

POTTAGES at his GATEPOST).  

He alone used TORCHIER 

RHETORIC to speak out against the 

SIMPERER PREMIERS 

[+REPRIMES] and BONELESS 

NOBLESSE, whose king, being 

HEIRLESS, still RELISHES 

BAMBINOS of NABOBISM.  

Our hero’s followers were 

OVERAWED as he REAVOWED his 

CENTROID DOCTRINE, since with 

every PRELATIC PARTICLE of his 

being he worked to DISABUSE the 

SUBIDEAS that had falsely ruled his 

people. To this end, the great leader 

founded a church, a NEOTERIC 

ERECTION and HATCHERY of 

The Tale of the HARMONIC 
OMNIARCH  

Submitted by Dylan Early, Scrabble Wellington 

Note: This is a story designed to help people remember their twin eights. It is 

believed that it was written by Nick Ballard some time in the nineteen-eighties 

and originally published in his ‘Medleys’. Unfortunately as originally written it is 

now somewhat out of date, since with successive word list updates many of 

Nick’s twins have now become triplets, quadruplets or even sextuplets. I have 

therefore, where this is the case, annotated the story with +bracketed insertions  

to show the additions. David Sutton, October 2017. 

(Ed: we are serialising this story over 3 magazines) 
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THEARCHY which even to this day 

RADIATES DATARIES [+AIRDATES] 

and CAESURIC CURACIES.  

He INSISTED on TIDINESS 

[+SNIDIEST] as well as TRIMNESS in 

his MINSTERS [+ENTRISMS], and 

would often RENOVATE his 

OVERNEAT cathedral. He hired a 

SOLITARY ROYALIST, TURBANED 

in a BREADNUT wreath, to fill his 

INSECURE SINECURE.  

This man was a STOLONIC 

COLONIST (and therefore a devoted 

GARDENER) who GARNERED 

[+DERANGER] flowers in 

SPORULAR PARLOURS, and used a 

PETALINE TAPELINE to POLARISE 

PELORIAS, facilitate the TEARDOWN 

of the DANEWORT [+DOWNRATE] 

(the FERNIEST INFESTER ever) and 

uproot the 

TEABERRY (a 

BETRAYER to 

the garden) and 

ARROGANT 

TARRAGON 

which grew like 

weeds.  

He carefully RESHAPED 

EPHEDRAS, which he PARCELED 

and REPLACED with a RELOANED 

OLEANDER and a few LEADLESS 

ALLSEEDS. These were planted with 

EMPHASIS so as not to MISSHAPE 

[+PHAEISMS] the SATIABLE 

LABIATES [+BALISTAE] and 

STATICAL CATTAILS, which still 

catch the CLEAREST TREACLES 

[+SCELERAT] and DEBASING 

BEADINGS of BRISTLED DRIBLETS, 

so helping with GARDENIA 

DRAINAGE [+AREADING].  

The TWANGIER WATERING 

OUTLEAPS the PETALOUS 

IDLENESS of the LINSEEDS and 

ensures that the FROSTIER 

ROTIFERS (cold from the icy 

POGONIPS on the OPPOSING side) 

are ADSORBED in ROADBEDS.  

To this day, during hours of visitation, 

one can COADMIRE the RACEMOID 

arrangements of SUPINATE 

PETUNIAS and enjoy the fragrance of 

a REGIONAL GERANIOL, which 

BESTEADS the BASSETED but 

ISOLABLE LOBELIAS.  

One day, there STROLLED by what 

seemed to be the DROLLEST band of 

SULTANIC LUNATICS (who usually 

TRAIPSED in the RAPIDEST 

[+DIPTERAS +DRAPIEST 

+SPIRATED +TARSIPED] fashion, 

but only when they would TRESPASS 

in the SPARSEST areas), HUSTLING 

in the SUNLIGHT by HEISTING 

NIGHTIES [+THINGIES] and selling 

them as SLIPCASE SPECIALS, and 

pushing RAWHIDES, DISHWARE 

(made from MAHOGANY stolen from 

a HOGMANAY), and SEAWATER 

TEAWARES, apparently an even 

ANTIQUER, QUAINTER and 

AUSTERER TREASURE.  

However, their leader was an 

INSISTER of truly SINISTER deeds – 

a PARTISAN ASPIRANT 

[+SPARTINA] for only the SLIMIEST 

ELITISMS [+SMILIEST] of ESOTERIC 

COTERIES – who INDULGED in 

TEABERRY 
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DELUDING [+UNGILDED] all who 

showed their trust.  

He used the confusion to set up 

TORPEDOS aimed at the 

DOORSTEP of the HARMONIC 

OMNIARCH [+CHOIRMAN], who then 

had no choice but to save his people 

by submitting to his own capture…  

The METERING REGIMENT of 

CRUSTIER RECRUITS, whose job it 

was to protect our hero, got the 

CRUELEST LECTURES and 

HARSHEST THRASHES from the 

LIMITARY MILITARY of the 

STEAMIER EMIRATES [+EMERITAS 

+REAMIEST]. A STUBBIER 

SUBTRIBE of SECTORAL 

LOCATERS [+CROTALES] now had 

to REASSUME MEASURES to search 

in the underground river nearby, 

which they had STREAMED but never 

MASTERED [+DESTREAM]. It was 

CANALLED with CALENDAL 

infrequency, yet over ENNEADIC 

DECENNIA the river bottom had 

become filled with boats (which 

BOWHEADS would BESHADOW), 

HARBORED in this ABHORRED 

place by a BASALTIC CABALIST.  

With ne’er a 

BERTHING to 

BRIGHTEN their 

exile it had 

become an 

ENTOMBED 

BODEMENT, 

DEADLIER for those DERAILED 

[+REDIALED] and STRANDED at the 

DARNDEST of times. To speed up 

the rescue, BIMENSAL BAILSMEN 

helped an adept BEDMAKER as he 

EMBARKED on a project to 

ASSEMBLE a BEAMLESS 

BIFORATE FIREBOAT.  

However, a DOVETAIL joint was 

VIOLATED by a RUSTABLE 

BALUSTER, and the BARNIEST 

BANISTER [+ATEBRINS] (which a 

JINGOIST had been JOISTING with 

an OPENABLE BEANPOLE) was 

found to be FLAWIEST (i.e. not in a 

FLATWISE orientation) and would not 

hold when the ADHEREND 

HARDENED. A TERPENIC 

PRENTICE used several FUMAROLE 

FORMULAE for DILUTION of 

TOLUIDIN and mixed one TENSIBLE 

STILBENE after another with 

IONOMERS until MOONRISE.  

Given the EERINESS of ESERINES, 

he had tried to INSULATE their 

ALUNITES from the CHOOSIER 

ISOCHORE and SANITATE their 

ASTATINE [+TANAISTE], but his 

CATECHIN was ATECHNIC, his 

OLIGOMER GLOOMIER and his 

CYANAMID ADYNAMIC, all of which 

was ASCRIBED to faulty CARBIDES.  

 

MOONRISE 
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The inaugural Royal Scrabble Day on 

Sunday 25th July at the Royal Hotel in 

Featherston attracted 24 people from 

Wellington and all over Wairarapa. 

Players competed in four groups 

based on any known ratings or past 

experience, so nobody felt out of their 

depth. Nearly half of the field (11 

people) were playing in their first 

Scrabble tournament and acquitted 

themselves very well. Some even 

dressed up for the occasion and the 

venue provided a suitably regal 

backdrop. The 

Royal Hotel not 

only made space 

available to the 

group free of 

charge but 

provided a special 

lunch deal for the 

event and a $20 

voucher for one of 

the main prizes. 

Other vouchers were generously 

donated by local businesses “C’est 

Meanwhile, to MAINTAIN their 

AMANITIN and not INFRINGE on the 

REFINING [+ENFIRING] process, the 

other workers tried SILICONE from 

ISOCLINE, ACETONES from an old 

NOTECASE and various other 

UNSTABLE ABLUENTS to clean the 

SNAGLIKE LINKAGES, each in its 

own GEARCASE spread over many 

ACREAGES.  

Finally, they gave up on the boat, did a 

DOWNLOAD in the WOODLAND and 

had RIVETERS RESTRIVE 

[+REVERIST +RIVERETS] to 

INTERLAP a TRIPLANE [+TRAPLINE] 

with a SPELAEAN SEAPLANE so that 

its SPAWNING WINGSPAN could 

adjust for any ALTITUDE or 

LATITUDE.  

Would this, one of the GRANDEST 

DRAGNETS of all time, ever reach 

him? The HARMONIC OMNIARCH 

[+CHOIRMAN] could not wait in an 

ENTOILED DELETION (which 

IMPERILS as one grows LIMPSIER); 

so after finding some ANCHUSIN (a 

strong dye which UNCHAINS after it 

UNSTATES TAUTNESS), he got the 

help of a SCHLIERE CHISELER, a 

CORPSMAN using CRAMPONS, and 

a STAMINAL TALISMAN (one of his 

CHIEFEST FETICHES is that he 

LIBRATES BLASTIER [+TABLIERS] 

explosions), and hatched a plan to 

escape from one of the seemingly 

EXITLESS SEXTILES of the 

LISTABLE BASTILLE, cunningly using 

TOEHOLDS in a TOOLSHED which 

was LINKABLE to the BALKLINE 

overground.  

Did he escape? – wait for more in the 

next mag 

Right Royal Scrabble Fun in 
Featherston 

by Sue McRae, Masterton   

Prize table 
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Cheese” and “For 

the Love of Books” 

in Featherston. 

This meant no 

entry fee was 

required for the 

event, as all the 

spot prizes (royal, 

edible, usable or 

local items) were 

either donated, 

sourced from charity shops or paid for 

out of the balance of gold-coin 

donations from Masterton club 

members for our weekly afternoon tea 

and photocopying costs. 

Nick Ascroft from 

Wellington edged 

out the tightly 

contested FAST 

MOVERS, Sue 

McRae was the 

luckiest of the 

WORD 

SPINNERS, 

newcomer Ruby 

Topia Aporo took 

out the MEDIUM 

PACERS group 

and first-timer Lynell Ellis triumphed in 

the FUN LOVERS section, playing 

two bonus words at her first 

tournament. 

This was an opportunity for some of 

our newer members to get a taste of 

tournament play in a relaxed 

atmosphere and people really got into 

the spirit of the occasion. Spot prizes 

were awarded in each round for things 

like the highest-scoring ‘Royal’ word 

and a lucky 

number draw 

ensured almost 

everyone went 

home with a 

little memento 

of the day, 

including 

Scrabble 

shortbread.  

Three of the players had never been 

to a regular club day but found out 

about the event via the Masterton 

Scrabble Club Facebook page. On the 

following Wednesday, the turnout at 

the library for the club’s weekly 

session was higher than usual, so 

clearly a whole day of Scrabble on 

Sunday only left the locals wanting 

more. Now there are plans to offer an 

alternative session one evening a 

week for players who work fulltime 

and are unable to come during the 

day. Thanks to everyone involved, 

especially Fran Lowe, who came up 

with the idea, arranged all the venue 

details with the hotel and helped with 

the search for prize vouchers. 
Nick Ascroft, ‘Fast 

Movers’ winner 

24 players had fun at the Royal Scrabble 

Day in Featherston  

“Medium Pacers” in full flow 
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In an English Country Garden  
- Flowers vs fungi  

by Mike Currie, Mt. Albert 

Daffodils, hearts ease and FLOX 

MEADOWSWEET and lady smocks 

GENTIAN, LUPIN and tall hollyhocks, 

Roses, foxgloves, snowdrops, forget 

me nots, 

In an English country garden. 

So the song sings and while a good 

percentage of Mt. Albert club were 

battling at The Nationals, I was 

battling my trailing ABUTILON, native 

to Brazil but now taking root in 

Titirangi. Spring is around the corner, I 

kidded myself. The CAMPANULA is in 

bloom and the MAGNOLIA is a mass 

of fuzzy pods, a prelude to crimson 

joy (or something like that). The first 

AQUILEGIA of the season has 

blossomed but no sign of the 

*CERINTHE (*HONEYWORT). Later, 

armed with ULU and consulting my 

favourite gardening go-to, Dorling 

Kindersley’s The Natural History 

Book, I realised it was quite arbitrary 

which flowers had wormed their way 

into the lexicon. I started with my 

garden. No sign of *CERINTHE there 

either. The velvety leaves of 

BEGONIA 

*LISTADA 

sprawl over 

our rockery. 

BEGONIA is 

fine of course 

(but not 

*LISTADA). 

Why not? 

EUPHORBIA was 

there; but not my 

favourite 

*PODALYRIA. 

EUPHORBIA, like 

the CATALPA and 

AZALEA, is an 

import. As Bill Bryson says in Home, 

the first travellers to America weren’t 

looking for lands to settle or passages 

to the West. They were looking for 

plants to sell on and they found 

‘wondrous new species by the score.’ 

Fortunes could be made from finding 

new plants and getting them safely 

back to the nurseries of Europe for 

propagation. Many were smitten by 

malaria or fell prey to wild animals or 

curious natives en route. 

The garden is rich in Scrabble 

potential: BOGBEAN, OXEYE daisy, 

SALSIFY (a biennial herb of the 

Mediterranean), wild ANGELICA (an 

umbellifer with up to 40 umbrella-like 

spokes), great MULLEIN, VERVAIN, 

LANTANA and the hardy GLOXINIA 

(found in the grasslands of India and 

Tibet.) Along the roadsides of the UK, 

I remember, lie the hollow, hairy 

stems of HOGWEED. @WEED has 

92 matches in ULU, some of them 

clearly more reminiscent of smokable 

variants (SKUNKWEED, 

LOCOWEED, CRAZYWEED.)  
HOGWEED 

BOGBEAN 
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I’ve heard of SEAWEED, HOGWEED, 

PIGWEED and of course WEEWEED 

but who’d have dreamt of SNAKE, 

BULL, DEAR and DUCKWEED? In 

my teens I worked as a volunteer at 

Washington Wildlife Park (UK NE 

rather than USA DC), plucking 

RAGWORT as it was poisonous for 

geese, and cattle and horses I’m told, 

so I was pleased to find it at a 

tournament. I’ve seen FIGWORT, 

MADWORT and LUNGWORT too but 

who concocted AWLWORT, 

MUGWORT, BUGWORT, 

WOUNDWORT and WALLWORT? 

Wort derives from the Old English 

*wyrt, which simply meant plant and is 

used in names of plants and herbs, 

especially those used formerly as food 

or medicinally, e.g. butterwort, 

lungwort, woundwort. 

Dorling Kindersley 

also recognise 

TOADFLAX and 

purple GROMWELL, 

which I like to 

imagine as two 

country caricatures 

– the weaselly, 

obsequious 

TOADFLAX, bent 

double wringing his 

hands peering up at 

the purple-waistcoated Lord 

Gromwell, or *‘Grommers’ to his 

shooting party. 

Finding BETONY, COWSLIP and the 

common CENTAURY came as no 

surprise, but I was gobsmacked to 

find CSW19 recognising TANSY 

PHACELIA, effective 

at preventing nitrogen 

leaching and 

suppressing weeds, 

apparently. The 

BOOJUM tree, the 

Sydney ROCKROSE, 

SKIMMIA JAPONICA 

(an evergreen, 

aromatic shrub) and 

even CRABWOOD (whose seeds 

make soap) have all taken root in the 

dictionary. It’s unusual, though, that 

the suffix -WOOD should be applied 

to a flower. Howard Warner surprised 

me one evening by playing 

NUTWOOD against me and like 

REDWOOD, DOGWOOD, 

ROSEWOOD and PINEWOOD it is 

wood not shrub. 137 ligneous 

matches in ULU but some take the 

biscuit. LATEWOOD? PORKWOOD? 

FATWOOD! 

MEZEREON, according to The 

Natural History Book, is fond of ‘damp 

woods and shady gorges’ and 

ANNATTO is a plant and food dye. I 

espied the wall-climbing AUBRIETA 

and the sweet-scented ALISON. 

‘ALYSSUM’ in Greek refers to its 

reputation for curing madness so quite 

fittingly it provides the anagram 

ASYLUMS. The list goes on. The 

Asian FIRETHORN, the mountain 

AVENS (not *AVEN), the sausage 

SPURGE (a succulent rather than 

sausage) and the malodorous 

CROTON. BURNET has edible leaves 

but TUTSAN has poisonous berries. 

The fodder crop SAINFOIN also yields 

SINFONIA. I was pleased to find the 

MEZEREON 

TOADFLAX 
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kidney VETCH as Andrew Bradley 

had schooled me with some five letter 

V words. Maybe this was one I could 

keep up my sleeve? 

The Indonesian 

CAJUPUT’s 

aromatic leaves 

contain an 

emerald-coloured 

medicinal oil. This 

got me thinking 

about how many times I’d played 

ULU, UTU or UMU with a rack of 

double ‘U’s. UU????? itemised 535 

sevens and CAJUPUT surprisingly 

wasn’t the weirdest. What about 

BUBUKLE, BUSUUTI, CRUMBUM, 

DUUMVIR, FLUBDUB, GRUGRUS, 

HUGEOUS (surely not- not simply 

huge but hugeous), INUKSUK, 

JUJUTSU (a misspelt JUJITSU), 

MUZUNGUS, PUTCHUK, UNBEGUN 

(makes sense) and WUDJULA. I 

guess that serves me right for poking 

around in weird and wonderful places. 

The Missouri SEEDBOX is not a box. 

Nor are CRANESBILL or 

STORKSBILL birds. MILFOIL, for that 

matter, is no pastry but probably a 

bastardisation of mille feuilles, the 

patisserie of a thousand layers. There 

is nothing common about the common 

BISTORT.  

The ASTILBE grows by 

streams in China, Korea 

and Siberia and has no 

less than seven anagrams 

(ABLEIST, ALBITES, 

BASTILE, BESTIAL, 

BLASTIE, LIBATES, 

STABILE.) SAXIFRAGE comes from 

the Latin for stone-breaker and had a 

warship named after it. CHILDING 

PINK’s flowers are only visible one at 

a time. BANKSIA can survive 

Australian bushfires. 

*LEONTICE is as yet unclassified in 

the lexicon but if you ever do find it on 

your rack, remember COTELINE and 

ELECTION. 

Yes. In general botany is favoured by 

the lexicon but what I first thought 

would be a hidden unfound trove of 

lexis, I was disappointed to find out 

were just floundering phoneys. I’m 

referring to fungi, which, once 

classified as plants, now have their 

own distinct kingdom. Mowing the 

lawns, I chanced upon what might 

have been a DAPPERLING. Dorling 

Kindersley itemised STINKING 

DAPPERLINGS, the phallic 

STINKHORN, the scaly 

EARTHTONGUE, the wood BLEWIT 

and the ivory WOODWAX. Most 

mushrooms consist of a stem, cap 

and gills so it is surprising that none of 

these compounds have yet graced 

CSW19: the false *DEATHCAP, the 

blackening *WAXCAP, the clustered 

*DOMECAP, the magpie *INKCAP or 

the shaggy *SCALYCAP. Or for that 

matter, the EGGHEAD 

*MOTTLEGILL, the birch 

*MAZEGILL or even the 

*MOUSEPEE 

*PINKGILL. Maybe 

budding gardeners 

outweigh mycologists on 

the scrabble board and 

CAJUPUT 

BLEWIT 
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are therefore more likely to put 

forward new words. Maybe 

mushrooms aren’t as interesting or as 

popular as flowers. Maybe fungi aren’t 

such fun guys after all. 

Shame. As some *euagarics would 

add colour to the Scrabble board and 

would make Lewis Carroll’s head turn- 

*POISONPIE, wood *WOOLYFOOT, 

olive *OYSTERLING, *SLIMEHEAD 

and *TURKEYTAIL. 

The beachwood SICKENER has 

managed to worm its way in, as has 

the black BULGAR and the stump 

PUFFBALL. All mushrooms have 

sexual spores on special cells called 

BASIDIA and fungal threads or 

HYPHAE underground. But it is only 

the better-known fungi which are 

playable. ERGOT caused outbreaks 

of mass poisoning via medieval bread 

and the false MOREL, omnipresent 

throughout America and Eurasia has 

a shiny brown cap that looks like a 

wrinkled brain. ASCI or sac fungi 

include some of the most important 

fungi in the history of medicine such 

as the source of penicillin. 

Yes. There isn’t much room for 

mushrooms in CSW19 but as Sylvia 

Plath noted in Mushrooms: 

‘We shall by morning 

Inherit the earth. 

Our foot's in the door.’ 
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Martin Luther King’s Speech 

I have a dream 

A world based not on colour, but equality 

Invoking a mix of hope, justice… 

Rising up, energized, we say: 

Free at last! 

Scrabblegrams 
by Jeff Grant, Independent 

The word ‘Scrabblegram’ has been used to describe a sentence, story or verse 

that uses all 100 letters of a Scrabble set. 

Examples have appeared in Forwords before (see issues 106 and 107), but  

47-year-old American physician David Cohen has elevated this artform to new 

heights. 

Here are half a dozen of David’s amazing Scrabblegrams. The title is not 

included in the 100 tiles, and the blanks are shown in boldtype. 

More Scrabblegrams can be found at beyondwordplay.com 

The Wizard of Oz 

Kansas girl with a dog 

aided by brave companions, 

journeyed up to Oz - 

in time recalling the exquisite value 

of red footwear. 

http://beyondwordplay.com/
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Hamlet’s Soliloquy 

To be or not? 

Valid question. 

Life drags on, an agonizing dream 

Rarely a joy - but suicide? 

What comes next if I never wake up? 

Help! 

Limerick 

A clown jumps above a trapeze 

Arcs over one-eighty degrees 

Out into midair 

Quite unaware 

Of his exiting billfold and keys. 

Zen 

The average fool arrives here blind 

An ego waking up to find 

A quiet, conscious, empty mind 

Now today I realize 

Relax 

Just be 

Scrabble 

A few objectives: 

- Interlock words on a grid 

- Maximize points 

- Edge out ahead (hopefully) 

- Acquire an interesting vocabulary 
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Following on the 

article in the last 

issue of Forwords on 

‘transfer’ of learning, 

this article discusses 

the solving of cryptic 

puzzles and how 

some of the mental gymnastics 

involved are useful in scrabble. I came 

across this article in The Guardian 

https://www.theguardian.com/

crosswords/crossword-blog/2016/

may/09/crossword-blog-how-clever-are-

cryptic-solvers 

 which led me to the journal article: 

https://journalofexpertise.org/articles/

volume3_issue2/

JoE_3_2_Friedlander_Fine.pdf  

I have discussed this below. The first 

three pages of the article trace the 

differences between normal and super 

cryptic crossword puzzle solvers.  

Then, I found the academic blog 

centred around the research being 

undertaken by the Centre of Expertise 

Acquisition, Training, and Excellence 

as part of their study on expertise.  

See this blog for a general overview of 

the study https://

createpsy.com/2019/01/08/solving-the-

puzzle-of-expertise-research/  

It features a discussion on learning 

words for scrabble. Also, use the 

previous/next buttons on the top of the 

post to access other blogs. 

https://createpsy.com/2016/12/19/cryptic

-crossword-expertise/ 

https://createpsy.com/2020/12/09/

cracking-psychology-understanding-the-

appeal-of-cryptic-crosswords-3-

anagrams/ 

https://createpsy.com/2020/07/03/

thinking-flexibly-is-key-to-cryptic-

crossword-solving/ 

What is of interest is the synergy 

between many of the skills required to 

be good at solving cryptic crossword 

puzzles and scrabble. Of importance 

is the concept of ‘fluid intelligence’. 

This is defined as the ability to work 

through and solve problems in unique 

and novel situations. In comparison, 

many other skills used are 

‘crystallised intelligence’ or ‘fossilised 

routines’ whereby tried and true 

methods, learnt through experience 

are drawn on to solve puzzles. 

Therefore, the studies on cryptic 

crossword puzzle solving, overturn 

some of the understandings based on 

the efficacy of ‘deliberate practice’. 

Along with mindful practice, deliberate 

Cryptics and Scrabblers 
What scrabblers can learn from studies on 
solving cryptic crosswords – the role of fluid 
intelligence 

by Selena Chan, Christchurch 

Selena Chan 

https://www.theguardian.com/crosswords/crossword-blog/2016/may/09/crossword-blog-how-clever-are-cryptic-solvers
https://www.theguardian.com/crosswords/crossword-blog/2016/may/09/crossword-blog-how-clever-are-cryptic-solvers
https://www.theguardian.com/crosswords/crossword-blog/2016/may/09/crossword-blog-how-clever-are-cryptic-solvers
https://www.theguardian.com/crosswords/crossword-blog/2016/may/09/crossword-blog-how-clever-are-cryptic-solvers
https://journalofexpertise.org/articles/volume3_issue2/JoE_3_2_Friedlander_Fine.pdf
https://journalofexpertise.org/articles/volume3_issue2/JoE_3_2_Friedlander_Fine.pdf
https://journalofexpertise.org/articles/volume3_issue2/JoE_3_2_Friedlander_Fine.pdf
https://createpsy.com/2019/01/08/solving-the-puzzle-of-expertise-research/
https://createpsy.com/2019/01/08/solving-the-puzzle-of-expertise-research/
https://createpsy.com/2019/01/08/solving-the-puzzle-of-expertise-research/
https://createpsy.com/2016/12/19/cryptic-crossword-expertise/
https://createpsy.com/2016/12/19/cryptic-crossword-expertise/
https://createpsy.com/2020/12/09/cracking-psychology-understanding-the-appeal-of-cryptic-crosswords-3-anagrams/
https://createpsy.com/2020/12/09/cracking-psychology-understanding-the-appeal-of-cryptic-crosswords-3-anagrams/
https://createpsy.com/2020/12/09/cracking-psychology-understanding-the-appeal-of-cryptic-crosswords-3-anagrams/
https://createpsy.com/2020/12/09/cracking-psychology-understanding-the-appeal-of-cryptic-crosswords-3-anagrams/
https://createpsy.com/2020/07/03/thinking-flexibly-is-key-to-cryptic-crossword-solving/
https://createpsy.com/2020/07/03/thinking-flexibly-is-key-to-cryptic-crossword-solving/
https://createpsy.com/2020/07/03/thinking-flexibly-is-key-to-cryptic-crossword-solving/
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Puzzle Pozzy Solutions 

What did Patrick nearly miss? (from page 26). 

Use the A at the top of the board to play BAGPIPED, 
BAGPIPER or BAGPIPES. 

Brain-Teaser (from page 26). 

Answer: Their letters all appear in alphabetical order. 

At primary school, I discovered for myself that FIRST had that characteristic.  
(I thought I was the first person to have noticed it). I used to keep an eye out for 
others, but never discovered any word longer than five letters except for 
BEGINS, which I was very excited about. I believe there are quite a lot more, 
and the longest (two of them, at least) have seven letters. Can you find one?  

Quite a few words have their letters in reverse alphabetical order – a little more 
common because E can appear towards the end. The longest allowable 
Scrabble word has eight letters in reverse alpha order. 

More answers in next edition of Forwords. 

practice will lead to 

acquiring crucial 

skills to work 

through difficult 

problems. Learners 

acquire a wide 

range of skills which they are able to 

deploy, when required, to work 

through difficult tasks. In contrast, fluid 

intelligence implies the ability to invent 

responses as the situation arises.  

I think many scrabblers will 

understand the difference between 

fluid and crystallised intelligences. 

Fluid intelligence in the scrabble 

context is the ability to ‘think outside 

the box’. For example at a recent 

tournament, my opponent, instead of 

going out with a three letter word 

(URE), used the letters between two 

other letters across a double word 

score to make the winning move 

(TRUED). Instead of losing by two 

points, she won the game by four 

points.  

The key question here is ‘Can fluid 

intelligence be learnt?’ This article 

claims training on working memory 

may help improve fluid intelligence - 

https://www.pnas.org/

content/105/19/6829?

ijkey=3deaf84388f91972d26bd7146fa76

06e860696f5&keytype2=tf_ipsecsha  

The authors surmise the following 

“with a training intervention that 

strongly relies on binding processes 

and attentional control, it may be 

possible to produce transfer effects 

from a trained task to a reasoning task 

in which performance relies to a large 

extent on the same processes.”  The 

key is therefore to identify the 

‘trainable’ and transferable skill to 

allow for fluid intelligence i.e. the 

ability to make a novel response to 

solving a scrabble problem.  

https://www.pnas.org/content/105/19/6829?ijkey=3deaf84388f91972d26bd7146fa7606e860696f5&keytype2=tf_ipsecsha
https://www.pnas.org/content/105/19/6829?ijkey=3deaf84388f91972d26bd7146fa7606e860696f5&keytype2=tf_ipsecsha
https://www.pnas.org/content/105/19/6829?ijkey=3deaf84388f91972d26bd7146fa7606e860696f5&keytype2=tf_ipsecsha
https://www.pnas.org/content/105/19/6829?ijkey=3deaf84388f91972d26bd7146fa7606e860696f5&keytype2=tf_ipsecsha
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Words ending in F that take an 

end hook of another F 

Once upon a time (in the days when 

the letter S was sometimes written like 

an F, that nowadays we make fun of, 

and pronounce like an F), there were 

three little pigs, or SOWFF. Their 

names were IFF, EFF and OFF. 

EFF and 

OFF were 

big SOWFF, 

and IFF was 

the littlest, 

but I DOFF 

my hat to him, as he wasn’t DOFF. It 

made no DIFF to him that he was the 

runt of the litter; he still built himself a 

HOWFF, like his brothers.  

You know the details about the 

building materials: how one HOWFF 

was SPIFF and strong, but the other 

two were DIFF, probably built from 

flimsy materials when the pigs were 

high in a state of KIFF. 

You also know about the big bad wolf. 

He is called TEFF in my story – Tess 

is a common name for dogs, of 

course. 

TEFF was in the habit of stalking the 

three little pigs and trying to break into 

their houses, so the SHERIFF was 

always trying to catch him. 

When the big bad wolf knocked on 

their doors and tried to get in, each 

little pig used to chant the RIFF, “By 

the hair of my chinny-chin-chin, I will 

not let you in.” 

Then the big bad wolf used to say, “I’ll 

HOUFF and I’ll POUFF, and I’ll blow 

your HOWFF down”, and you know 

that the big bad wolf finally managed 

to blow down two of the houses, but 

failed with the SPIFF one.  

You know he then climbed onto the 

roof and tried to come down the 

chimney. And you know that the little 

pigs put on a big pot of boiling water 

on the stove – that’s what they usually 

made their DECAFF coffee with. But 

what you didn’t know, was that this 

time they were 

cooking up a big pot 

of PILAFF. 

When the big bad 

wolf fell into the pot, 

the older pigs 

reassured the littlest 

pig, “The big bad wolf’s GONIFF.” 

And it did indeed make a really nice 

meal for the three little pigs, who 

invited the SHERIFF to dine with 

them. The SHERIFF was so 

impressed with their PILAFF, he 

suggested they should open a CAFF 

– which they did – and lived happily 

ever after. 

Three Little Pigs 
by Jennifer Smith, Kiwi Scrabblers 

PILAFF 
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Here is an article from Forwords No. 64, September 2001. It’s interesting to see 
such a  course in Scrabble from 20 years ago in Sydney. It would have been 
good to know how many of the attendees’ games improved considerably after 
this. 

Twenty years ago in Forwords 
Sourced by Liz Fagerlund, Mt. Albert 
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From Awhina Taikato, Whanganui 

Mailbox 

WANTED!! 

Does anyone have any scrabble gear, surplus tp requirement, that they could 
give to me? Any old tiles, racks, scrabble bags, boards etc. I am able to cover 
the cost of postage. 

Ph 021 026 29061 

Dear Editor 

It was interesting to read Ruth 

Godwin’s letter in the Winter edition of 

Forwords and I would like to 

comment. 

Ruth, you have raised several points, 

some valid, some contentious, some 

perhaps incorrect, but it is good to 

have a discussion.  

Briefly I would comment that -   

Young players. Yes, they can drop out 

of scrabble in the years they have 

study responsibilities. Sometimes they 

return. We have seen this, in the 

current year when a young player has 

re-joined after gaining a degree. I 

don’t think there is any sport that 

would not try to encourage young 

members. 

The fees we pay at each tournament 

of $2 per member per day goes to a 

fund to assist travel and to encourage 

youth scrabble so the money for these 

costs comes mainly from those who 

attend tournaments and not from the 

subs all members pay.  

I can’t speak about the lack of 

success in your library programme but 

agree that it is never easy to run a 

youth programme. Finding people to 

run it and getting children to come 

along is hard.  Good on you and your 

club for trying. 

Re comments about Pakuranga 

tournament in the local mall. I do not 

think this tournament was aimed at 

any specific age group. The intention 

was to spread awareness of scrabble 

in the local community. I doubt that we 

gained new members for the 

Pakuranga Club.  The Pakuranga 

Club were invited to run it, the Mall 

management supported it financially 

and players enjoyed it.  

 Our target market. I don’t think there 

is an age group.  It is for people who 

love scrabble and who want to play 

competitively, and it is also for people 

who enjoy the game without wishing 

to play in tournaments. 

Today many organisations experience 

the same difficulties as do scrabble 

clubs. People don’t join clubs.  
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Their lives are spent online. Rotary, 

Lions, and many other groups all are 

seeing this change.  That is the 

biggest challenge.  

The older generation are very largely 

the ones with the time and desire to 

join clubs.  The largest scrabble clubs 

in New Zealand are in retirement areas 

and meet in the daytime. Their 

members would not usually go to an 

evening club.  

Why are we aligned with Ryman? I 

think that Ryman see scrabble as a 

natural fit with some of their residents 

and believe in community support.  

The financial support they give to 

Scrabble Clubs in their area is 

gratefully received. Whether their 

residents want to play competitively is 

not important. 

I agree that a venue for the three day 

National tournament is worth spending 

money on. But I believe it is very 

difficult in the larger cities to find a 

venue that has a reasonable costs, 

even with an increased budget. 

Please do not think that our players 

who go overseas to World 

Championships travel in luxury on the 

stipend they are given. The money 

allocated to each player would only 

cover no more than a portion of their 

fares and basic accommodation. 

Probably about 30% at most.  For 

many of our players, funding the rest 

of the cost is a real sacrifice. I also 

know that some players who do not 

need the Association’s help decline the 

money as this happened every year I 

was treasurer. Instead, their share 

went to help the others. Sadly at the 

moment there is no opportunity for 

travel to overseas tournaments, and 

when it opens up it will be much more 

expensive.  

Advertising scrabble in local 

communities: I believe the Executive 

are coming up with a plan for this and 

intend using funds from Ryman for this 

purpose.  Meanwhile local community 

papers are reasonable. Clubs set their 

own membership fee as well as the 

levy which goes to NZASP for their 

costs. Surely the larger clubs can 

budget for some advertising?  I 

suspect that prime time advertising 

around The Chase would run to 

thousands! 

I agree with your comments on the 

Dictionary decision.  But younger 

people may not agree.  They see 

some words as divisive, unkind, 

derogatory. They are “woke”. Perhaps 

we older ones are “*unwoke”. We see 

these as just words and think there is 

too much political correctness coming 

through.  

Thanks, Ruth, for starting a discussion 

on where Scrabble is heading and 

making us all think. 

Dianne Cole-Baker  
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Tournament results 
Whangarei 

3-4 July 2021 
14 games 

A Grade 

1 Cicely Bruce WRE 11 1069 462 

2 Liz Fagerlund MTA 9 988 433 

3 Jennifer Smith KIW 9 136 408 

4 Herb Ramsay CHC 9 27 413 

5 Glennis Hale IND 8 148 401 

6 Margie Hurly WRE 6 -94 386 

7 Jane Walton KIW 4 -1574 341 

1 Lynn Wood IND 11 662 391 

2 Shirley Martin KIW 9 624 416 

3 David Gunn IND 8.5 100 386 

4 Jason Simpson WRE 7 680 415 

5 Delcie Macbeth IND 7 -378 384 

6 Jeanette Grimmer ROD 6.5 -221 374 

7 Helen Sillis WTA 4 -890 356 

8 Mary Curtis WRE 3 -577 376 

B Grade 

C Grade 

1 Lorraine Van Veen IND 10 859 418 

2 Barney Bonthron KIW 9 -99 388 

3 Carolyn Kyle IND 8 266 397 

4 Bev Edwards WRE 8 185 387 

5 Su Walker IND 7 -124 381 

6 Jean O'Brien IND 6 -3 372 

7 Lynn Carter IND 6 -287 367 

8 Karl Scherer IND 2 -797 341 

D Grade 

1 Betty Eriksen WAN 13 855 411 

2 Suzanne Liddall WRE 11 504 412 

3 Megan Scherer IND 9 213 374 

4 Suzanne Harding WRE 7 37 377 

5 Julia Schiller PAP 5 -345 350 

6 Malcolm Graham IND 4 -234 368 

7 Junior Gesmundo PAP 4 -419 355 

8 Tara Hurley IND 3 -611 354 

1 Antonia Aarts MTA 11 705 376 

2 

Jacqueline 

Coldham-Fussell KIW 10 214 354 

3 Tim Henneveld ROT 9 226 346 

4 Anne Scatchard WRE 7 -113 317 

5 Margaret Toso WRE 6 126 341 

6 Frances Higham PAP 5 -303 319 

7 Annette Coombes IND 5 -354 326 

8 Janny Henneveld ROT 3 -501 303 

E Grade 

          Name Club Wins Spread Ave 

F Grade 

1 Chitra Kartick MTA 11 723 381 

2 Graeme Quinn WRE 10 288 341 

3 Margaret Peters WRE 9 357 346 

4 Jillian Greening KIW 9 272 333 

5 Amrish Shreedam IND 7 -138 337 

6 Sue McQuade WRE 5 -80 324 

7 Lynn Thompson WRE 4 -429 324 

8 Sue Harris WRE 1 -993 281 

Players at the Kiwi tournament in August 

Chitra Kartick,  

Whangarei F grade winner 
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Kiwi 

7-8 August 2021 
14 games 

A Grade 

1 Alastair Richards  IND 12.5 1238 440 

2 Lyres Freeth  IND 10.5 609 429 

3 Lawson Sue  MTA 8 404 401 

4 Liz Fagerlund  MTA 8 35 386 

5 Cicely Bruce  WRE 5 -89 412 

6 Andrew Bradley  MTA 5 -404 372 

7 Rosemary Cleary  WAN 4 -764 376 

8 Marianne Bentley TGA 3 -1029 372 

1 Jane Walton KIW 9 410 422 

2 Val Mills (E) MTA 8 770 437 

3 Jennifer Smith KIW 8 711 414 

4 Lynn Wood IND 7 -1 378 

5 Roger Coates KIW 6 -384 378 

6 Margie Hurly WRE 6 -489 372 

7 David Gunn IND 6 -490 396 

8 Shirley Martin KIW 6 -527 377 

B Grade 

C Grade 

1 Pam Barlow IND 10 397 402 

2 Jason Simpson WRE 9 465 414 

3 Helen Sillis WTA 8 395 400 

4 Mary Curtis WRE 7 54 392 

5 Ruth Groffman DUN 6 -137 374 

6 Yoon Kim Fong KIW 6 -158 376 

7 Lorraine Van Veen IND 5 -383 377 

8 Bernie Jardine MTA 5 -633 370 

D Grade 

1 Su Walker IND 11 555 390 

2 Betty Eriksen WAN 9 455 384 

3 Jean O'Brien IND 9 389 391 

4 Barney Bonthron KIW 7 252 383 

5 Lyn Toka KIW 6 -153 362 

6 Val Flint KIW 5 -254 389 

7 Sharron Nelley KIW 5 -448 350 

8 Heather Landon TGA 4 -796 351 

1 Junior Gesmundo PAP 11 484 376 

2 Carole Coates KIW 10 823 403 

3 Chitra Kartick  9.5 459 394 

4 Ruth Godwin ROT 7 -66 349 

5 

Jacqueline  

Coldham-Fussell KIW 6 -154 362 

6 Suzanne Harding WRE 5 -305 354 

7 Awhina Taikato WAN 5 -441 335 

8 Graeme Quinn WRE 2.5 -800 312 

E Grade 

F Grade 

1 Rodney Jardine MTA 10 657 385 

2 Anne Scatchard WRE 10 338 335 

3 Margaret Penniket KIW 9 464 366 

4 Dorothy Bakel TGA 9 250 351 

5 Pam Fulton TGA 8 73 347 

6 Jillian Greening KIW 7 -70 337 

7 Dael Shaw TGA 6 10 333 

8 Annette Coombes IND 5 -245 330 

9 Debbie Nickalls KIW 3 -485 317 

10 Karen Stewart KIW 3 -992 312 

Wellington Swiss 
19 September 2021 
7 games 

          Name Wins Spread 

1 Howard Warner 6 772 

2 Dylan Early 5 481 

3 Olivia En 5 355 

4 Lawson Sue 5 6 

5 Nick Ascroft 4 385 

6 Lynn Wood 4 290 

7 Stanley Ngundi 4 252 

8 Anderina McLean 4 -29 

9 Murray Rogers 4 -143 

10 Vicky Robertson 3 205 

11 Clare Wall 3 -57 

12 Patricia Bennett 3 -183 

13 Chris Bell 3 -292 

14 Tony Charlton 3 -367 

15 Betty Eriksen 3 -417 

16 Judy Driscoll 2 -251 

17 Sheila Reed 2 -386 

18 Kate Davidson 0 -621 
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Rankings as at 1 October 2021 
    Name                          Rating Wins Games % 

1 Alastair Richards (GM) 2372 443.5 556 80% 

2 Howard Warner (GM) 2342 2487.5 3301 75% 

3 Dylan Early (GM) 2185 230 343 67% 

4 Patrick Carter (GM) 2152 944.5 1476 64% 

5 Blue Thorogood (GM) 2134 816 1158 70% 

6 Joanne Craig (GM) 2133 463.5 709 65% 

7 Jeff Grant (GM) 2092 1859.5 2503 74% 

8 Lyres Freeth (GM) 2091 741.5 1132 66% 

9 Peter Sinton (GM) 2031 838.5 1194 70% 

10 Lynne Butler (GM) 1940 997.5 1659 60% 

11 Stanley Ngundi (GM) 1937 75.5 132 57% 

12 Anderina McLean (GM) 1933 1005 1876 54% 

13 Cicely Bruce (GM) 1926 925.5 1700 54% 

14 Lawson Sue (GM) 1926 1280 2367 54% 

15 Andrew Bradley (GM) 1910 1049 1981 53% 

16 Karen Richards (E) 1908 121 209 58% 

17 Gil Quiballo 1906 74.5 121 62% 

18 Nick Ascroft (E) 1888 298.5 544 55% 

19 Steven Brown (GM) 1869 995 1857 54% 

20 Liz Fagerlund (GM) 1849 1591 3082 52% 

21 Paul Richards 1847 57 98 58% 

22 John Foster (GM) 1839 1811.5 3232 56% 

23 Scott Chaput (E) 1836 360 637 57% 

24 Glennis Hale (GM) 1805 1753.5 3208 55% 

25 Herb Ramsay 1779 284 474 60% 

26 Murray Rogers (E) 1759 1197 2282 52% 

27 Olivia En (E) 1714 1005 1940 52% 

28 Rosemary Cleary (E) 1706 968 2078 47% 

29 Lois Binnie 1687 183.5 375 49% 

30 Jennifer Smith 1665 1387.5 2892 48% 

31 Paul Lister (E) 1659 929 1698 55% 

32 Val Mills (E) 1659 1647 3388 49% 

33 Jane Walton 1642 272 548 50% 

34 Peter Johnstone 1637 320.5 610 53% 

35 Lynn Wood 1614 2417.5 5049 48% 

36 Vicky Robertson 1586 465 974 48% 

    Name                           Rating Wins Games % 

37 John Baird 1562 384 711 54% 

38 Glenyss Buchanan 1554 765 1659 46% 

39 Margie Hurly 1550 447 909 49% 

40 Shirley Martin 1540 1176.5 2363 50% 

41 Anna Brouwer 1539 906.5 1842 49% 

42 Anne Goldstein 1530 306 600 51% 

43 Rosalind Phillips 1527 705.5 1380 51% 

44 Delcie Macbeth 1521 1149.5 2234 51% 

45 David Gunn 1510 1562 3175 49% 

46 Jeanette Grimmer 1502 373 756 49% 

47 Karen Gray 1499 331.5 634 52% 

48 Pam Barlow 1498 935 1860 50% 

49 Jason Simpson 1497 82 155 53% 

50 Roger Coates 1476 969.5 2041 48% 

51 Stan Gregec 1472 217 406 53% 

52 Helen Sillis 1464 915 1873 49% 

53 Paul Freeman 1434 126.5 227 56% 

54 Bev Edwards 1419 366 702 52% 

55 Lorraine Van Veen 1402 1112.5 2262 49% 

56 Yoon Kim Fong 1393 793 1552 51% 

57 Mary Gray 1391 862 1737 50% 

58 Clare Wall 1391 402 793 51% 

59 Carolyn Kyle 1389 1212 2455 49% 

60 Yvette Hewlett 1387 546.5 1140 48% 

61 Ruth Groffman 1383 781 1571 50% 

62 Mary Curtis 1379 536.5 1035 52% 

63 Jenny Litchfield 1378 232.5 415 56% 

64 Su Walker 1373 1353.5 2657 51% 

65 Chris Higgins 1368 158.5 287 55% 

66 Jean O'Brien 1368 1579.5 3124 51% 

67 Nola Borrell 1367 650 1232 53% 

68 Bernie Jardine 1359 327 609 54% 

69 Jena Yousif 1353 673 1343 50% 

70 Lynn Carter 1343 916.5 1773 52% 

71 Betty Eriksen 1329 1940 3835 51% 

72 Barney Bonthron 1328 155.5 275 57% 
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   Name                       Rating  Wins Games %    Name                       Rating  Wins Games % 

73 Chris Bell 1328 63 126 50% 

74 Shirley Hol 1324 852.5 1806 47% 

75 Leila Thomson 1322 657.5 1422 46% 

76 Selena Chan 1303 412.5 830 50% 

77 Karen Miller 1257 727 1418 51% 

78 Dianne Cole-Baker 1246 750 1477 51% 

79 Merelyn Fuemana 1238 234 438 53% 

80 Joanne Morley 1221 213 408 52% 

81 Heather Landon 1209 791 1580 50% 

82 Lyn Toka 1209 680.5 1317 52% 

83 Suzanne Liddall 1206 176 319 55% 

84 Joanna Fox 1181 251.5 492 51% 

85 Karl Scherer 1180 182 364 50% 

86 Gabrielle Bolt 1170 603.5 1192 51% 

87 Faye Cronhelm 1170 987 1982 50% 

88 Lyn Dawson 1143 443.5 861 52% 

89 Megan Scherer 1135 55 84 65% 

90 Colleen Cook 1100 486 997 49% 

91 Roger Cole-Baker 1090 792.5 1571 50% 

92 Grant Paulin 1087 76.5 155 49% 

93 Marian Ross 1086 700.5 1376 51% 

94 Sharron Nelley 1081 160.5 302 53% 

95 Chris Handley 1057 451.5 887 51% 

96 Alison Holmes 1057 263.5 473 56% 

97 Joy Jones 1052 33.5 55 61% 

98 Patricia Bennett 1051 30 64 47% 

99 Carole Coates 1037 825.5 1700 49% 

100 Glenda Geard 1036 1310.5 2646 50% 

101 Julia Schiller 1021 413 891 46% 

102 Michael Hyndman 1011 203.5 379 54% 

103 Junior Gesmundo 991 377.5 766 49% 

104 Sheila Reed 989 386 807 48% 

105 Jill Paterson 985 125 231 54% 

106 Judy Driscoll 930 372.5 919 41% 

107 Suzanne Harding 922 753 1503 50% 

108 Shalisha Kunaratnam 907 26 53 49% 

109 Tony Charlton 904 437 921 47% 

110 Llane Hadden 894 83.5 181 46% 

111 Malcolm Graham 890 783.5 1578 50% 

112 Noeline Monsef 842 62 129 48% 

113 Cathy Casey 835 69 136 51% 

114 Rosemary Wauters 835 196 409 48% 

115 Hanna Dodge 835 251.5 478 53% 

116 Marilyn Sinclair 831 221.5 451 49% 

117 Tara Hurley 823 85 162 52% 

118 Michael Groffman 812 311 634 49% 

119 Antonia Aarts 812 407 876 46% 

120 Ruth Godwin 800 612.5 1295 47% 

121 

Jacqueline  

Coldham-Fussell 781 837.5 1698 49% 

122 Phyllis Paltridge 775 189 390 48% 

123 Madelaine Green 746 173.5 334 52% 

124 Megg Hewlett 736 29 50 58% 

125 Sharon Teasdale 714 51 97 53% 

126 Joan Beale 708 415.5 811 51% 

127 Tim Henneveld 681 580.5 1269 46% 

128 Anne Scatchard 680 710 1397 51% 

129 Awhina Taikato 673 125.5 303 41% 

130 Anne-Louise Milne 658 204 566 36% 

131 Sharon McKenzie 654 59.5 122 49% 

132 Dorothy Bakel 654 130 288 45% 

133 Rodney Jardine 627 264 553 48% 

134 Margaret Penniket 624 86 186 46% 

135 Margaret Toso 590 189 427 44% 

136 Margaret Peters 545 88 250 35% 

137 Jillian Greening 544 495 1018 49% 

138 Janny Henneveld 520 605.5 1252 48% 

139 Frances Higham 517 354.5 920 39% 

140 Dael Shaw 508 51 94 54% 

141 Judy Cronin 507 253.5 599 42% 

142 Pam Fulton 504 43 90 48% 

143 Annette Coombes 457 983 2143 46% 

144 Jackie Reid 454 162.5 364 45% 

145 Faye Leach 402 187 455 41% 

146 Noelene Bettjeman 346 391.5 854 46% 

147 Lynn Thompson 298 384 906 42% 

148 Karen Stewart 282 54.5 179 30% 

149 Cheryl Parsons 158 11.5 74 16% 

150 Trish Fox 49 48 369 13% 

151 Susan Schiller 6 100 534 19% 
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