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Editorial  
A couple of issues ago, our president 
Paul Lister, in his president's report, 
raised the question of whether or not 
the NZASP should take a stand on the 
issue of participating in major 
Scrabble tournaments being held in 
countries with poor human rights 
records. Paul had been alerted to the 
issue by an open letter sent to 
Scrabble associations in which the 
writer advocated for the Scrabble 
world to take a stand by boycotting 
major tournaments to be held in 
Kenya and Qatar in late 2017. We 
also published this open letter in the 
Autumn issue. We invited readers to 
write in with their own opinions. As we 
received no response to this invitation, 
I thought I'd take this opportunity to air 
my own (and please note that these 
are my personal opinions only) views 
on the matter. 

New Zealand has a well-known 
history of controversy when it comes 
to mixing sport with politics. In 1976, 
New Zealand Olympic athletes found 
themselves in the middle of an 
international furore when 20 African 
nations boycotted the Montreal 
Olympics because New Zealand was 
allowed to field competitors. Earlier 
that year, the All Blacks had gone 
ahead with a scheduled tour of South 
Africa despite a United Nations 
decision embargoing all sports 
contests with the apartheid regime. 
And who could forget the Springbok 
Tour of 1981 when our normally 
peaceful nation was almost ripped in 
two by widespread protests and riots, 
again over rugby and race. 

 

While I understand the view that 
politics should be left to itself, 
particularly where sport is concerned, 
I am fully of the belief that our actions 
and activities as a community cannot 
be so neatly compartmentalised. As 
individuals, we cannot (or at least 
should not) outwardly eschew 
homophobia or racism or sexism or 
any other kind of ism, but then turn 
around and, say, financially sponsor 
an organisation that aims to 
recriminalise homosexuality or fund 
eugenics programs or lobby for the 
disenfranchisement of women. While 
there is nothing directly in our 
constitution about this, I assume that 
the NZASP is an organisation that 
welcomes all members and players 
regardless of their sexual orientation, 
ethnicity and so forth. Similarly then, 
should we really turn around and 
implicitly or otherwise support an 
organisation or regime that actively 
mistreats certain categories of 
humans? I am, of course, referencing 
the fielding of a NZ team in the World 
Champs to be held in Kenya this year. 
Kenya is a country that not only does 
not allow rights to LGBT people, but 
actively criminalises homosexual 
activity.  

At this point, let me set out several 
scenarios to highlight my argument. 

1. If, at a tournament, a player loudly 
stated that they would forfeit all 
games with anyone who was openly 
gay, how do you think the tournament 
director should deal with the situation 
and, ultimately, would this be a matter 
that should be looked at by the 
NZASP's executive and membership 
generally? 
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2. If a club advertised a tournament 
but stated on their tournament entry 
form that anybody who was known to 
be lesbian, gay, bisexual, or trans-
gender need not apply, would you as 
an individual attend the tournament 
yourself because, after all, it's just 
Scrabble? And how would you want 
the NZASP to respond? 

3. And finally, if the NZASP 
membership decided to ban all 
players who fell into the category of 
LGBT, would you as an individual 
wish to continue your association with 
the NZASP by paying subscriptions to 
it and attending its events? 

By this stage, I am certain that no-one 
is left with any doubt as to where I 
stand on the matter of mixing 
Scrabble with politics. I will make it 
clear, however, that I do not intend in 
any way for this editorial to be taken 
as expressing disapproval towards 
those individuals who have decided to 
participate in the Kenyan and Qatari 
tournaments. I wish only to highlight 
the importance of the question that 
Paul asked in his president's report: 
Should we, as an Association, 
declare any kind of position when it 

comes to our collective view on LGBT 
rights, and our endorsement (or 
otherwise) of organisations and 
regimes that are known to treat 
certain groups *suboptimally? Or 
should we stay quiet in our safe little 
corner of the Scrabble globe 
because, after all, what impact could 
our views possibly have on the world 
stage anyway? 

 

 
Olivia Godfrey 

Joanne Craig 

New Zealand team for the WESPA Championship 2017 in 

Nairobi, Kenya. 

Nigel Richards Howard Warner 

http://wespac2017nairobi.com/
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Exciting times - 
present and ahead!  

We have had 
excellent 
tournaments 
hosted by Kiwi 
Club, Tauranga, 
and Mt. Albert. 
Dunedin Club 

members have selflessly canceled the 
club's annual November tournament 
due to a clash of dates with the World 
Scrabble Championships due to take 
place in Nairobi at that time, and to 
make way for and support the World 
Seniors Scrabble festival taking place 
on 18-23 November in Christchurch. 
Thank you to Dunedin Club for 
making that decision, and thank you, 
too, to those who had expressed 
interest in attending Dunedin's 
November tournament for putting up 
with the inconvenience. 

We are putting the finishing touches 
on the Christchurch international 
tournament now. Included amongst 
these touches are: a banner, a 
welcoming ceremony which will 
involve a powhiri from a local Kapa 
Haka group, goody bags, and 

organising possible transport for 
players from the motel to the playing 
venue and back. At the time of writing, 
we have 87 competitors including a 
presence from Australia, England, 
France, Japan, Nigeria, Pakistan, The 
Philippines, Wales, The United Arab 
Emirates, and USA. It is exciting to be 
hosting so many international visitors. 

We wish the best to all of our NZASP 
members playing in the side 
tournaments or the main event of the 
World Championships happening in 
Nairobi in early November. I'm 
assured that tournament organiser, 
Daniel Machanje, will keep a close 
eye on all competitors' wellbeing, and 
there will be no incarcerations for 
plastic bag use, car jackings, holdups, 
etc. Our World Champs team of Nigel 
Richards, Joanne Craig, Howard 
Warner, Anderina McLean, Val Mills, 
Murray Rogers, and Lawson Sue are 
well-experienced travelers and they're 
streetwise - oh, and they're all brilliant 
Scrabble players as well... 

...bring it on! 

Presidentôs report 

Paul Lister 

Lawson Sue Anderina McLean Val Mills Murray Rogers 
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Word famous in New Zealand  

Malcolm Graham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My full name is Malcolm David 
Graham. Born in Christchurch on  
26-10-1957, I'm the first son of Alistair 
Nelson Graham and Peggy Graham 
(nee Were). I have an older sister 
(Barbara) and two younger brothers 
(Christopher and Stephen).  The 
"Nelson" in dad's name (and his two 
brothers' names) comes from their 
mother who was a Nelson, 
understood to be descended from 
Lord Nelson's family. So, who knows? 
Despite all appearances, I may well 
be the product of English aristocracy! 

I suspect that I was something of a 
disappointment to my parents. Instead 
of completing my studies in 
architectural draughting (a decision I 
made after I couldn't find a job in that 
field as the building industry was 
pretty quiet at that time), I followed my 
love of cars and got myself a job in 
the motor trade. So for the next 12 
years I worked for NZ Motor 
Corporation selling motor parts in 
various locations in Christchurch.  

Those 12 years were a busy time in 
many ways. During that period I met, 
married, and was divorced by my first 

wife. I also lost my leg in a motorcycle 
accident - which incidentally didn't 
help the marriage any. 

In 1988 Honda took over from Motor 
Corp everything to do with Honda in 
NZ. The new company only needed 
half of Motor Corp's staff, and I was 
one of the first redundancies. Luckily, 
I had something to fall back on 
because during the entire time that I 
was employed by Motor Corp, I was 
also running my own small business 
printing T-shirts. After my redundancy, 
I worked that business up from a little 
enterprise taking up a corner of my 
bedroom, moving to taking over the 
garage, and eventually growing it into 
a decent-sized business that needed 
a small warehouse in central 
Christchurch. 

During the 1990s printed T-shirts were 
becoming pass®, so I sold out to one 
of my competitors and, in 2001, my 
second wife and I decided to emigrate 
to England. During our time in 
England, we enjoyed many trips into 
Europe and beyond.  
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We went everywhere, from Egypt to 
Nordcapp and from Gibraltar to 
Moscow, and we probably saw more 
of the British Isles than most natives. 
After seven years though, we returned 
home to New Zealand as we were 
starting to feel as if we were repeating 
ourselves (places you visit are never 
quite the same the second time 
around). 

If you were to ask me to pick the best 
place I've visited, I'd say that that's a 
really tough ask. After all, there are 
only two continents on the planet that 
I've never set foot on, and one of 
those is Antarctica! I remember 
staying aboard a houseboat in New 
Orleans, which was pretty good. Mind 
you, a holiday aboard a similar craft in 
Amsterdam was a great time too. If 
you can avoid the hurricane season, 
then New Orleans has better weather 
than Amsterdam, but then again there 
was more action going on around the 
houseboat in Amsterdam. Either place 
would've been a great location to play 
Scrabble - given a companion who 
plays ...... Scrabble that is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In terms of Scrabble, I took up club 
Scrabble after I saw a sign on the 
back fence of the Sydenham 
Community Centre (the boundary that 
backs onto Brougham St - one of 
Chch's major thoroughfares). It was 
around Christmas time so I figured 
that the club probably had a break 
over Christmas. I therefore left it for a 
few weeks into January before I 
showed up at the appointed time on a 
Friday evening. However, the break 
turned out to be longer than I had 
calculated. I was a week early and 
walked into a euchre club gathering 
instead, carrying my Scrabble set. 
This caused a little disquiet for a few 
short moments. There was nothing for 
it but to put my Scrabble set away and 
spend the evening playing euchre. 
However, the euchre club usually met 
on a Saturday night so I admit that it 
didn't take long for me to tire of that. I 
carried on with the Scrabble though! 

Those who know me, even a little, 
likely know that I love my cars. 
Currently I own a 2017 Holden SS-V 
Redline, which I bought new five 
weeks ago.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The new Holden 
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I also have a 2008 Mustang V8 
convertible, a 1989 Falcon panel-van 
that I bought for my business in 1994 
(the best vehicle I ever owned), and a 
1972 Pontiac station wagon that I 
bought (as a one-owner Nevada car) 
sight-unseen through Ebay, which I 
used for a USA tour two years ago.  

Despite my history with motorbikes, I 
still own a motorcycle, though I don't 
use it much these days. At my age 
now, I just can't be bothered getting 
dressed up and manhandling the thing 
out of the shed just for a 10-minute 
trip. I guess I just keep it so I can ride 
it if I ever get the urge. 

 

Oh, and at the time of writing I've just 
bought a fifth car. The timing couldn't 
have been worse as it has only been 
a month since I purchased the 2017 
Holden. But this next new car is 
something pretty special. Phil Kerr 
(Bruce McLaren's business partner) 
bought his Jaguar 420 new in 1968, 
and brought it home to Auckland with 
him when he retired from McLaren's in 
1975. I've managed to buy this beauty 
(and this piece of history) from Phil 
Kerr's estate, and I'm looking forward 
to collecting it and driving it home to 
Christchurch when I fly up to attend 
the Mt. Albert tournament in early 
October. Combining Scrabble with 
cars... what more could I ask! 

 

The old Jaguar 


